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THE 

PREFACE. 

At length comes into the world, the Firfl Fb- 
lame of the Hijlory of the Rebel/io7i, and Civil 
Wars in England y he gun in the Year i641, uith 
the precedent pajfoges and a&ions that contri^ 
huted thereunto y and the happy End aiid Con- 
clujion thereof by the KiJig's hiejfed Rejlora- 
tion, and Return, upon the 20 th of May in 
the Year 1660 ; written by Edward Earl of 
Clarendon, once Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and Chancellor of the famous Univer- 
lity of Oxford. The firft of thefe great digni- 
ties King Charles the Second had conferred 
on him, whilft he was yet in banifliment with 
him ; which he held, after the Reftoration, above 
(even years, with the univerlal approbation of 
the whole kingdom, and the general *applaufe of 
all good men, for his juftice, integrity, found 
judgment, and eminent fufficiency in the dif- 
charge of that office ; a praife, which none of 
his enemies ever denied him, in any time. The 
other he received from the choice of the Uni- 
verfity, who, upon the vacancy of that place, by 
the death of the Marquis of Hertford, then Duke 
of Somerfet, judged they could not better mani- 
voL. I. b feft 
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feft their fteadinefs in the caufe for which they 
had fufFered, and their refolutions of adhering 
to their old principles, in fupport of the Church 
of England, and the ancient monarchical go- 
vernment of this kingdom, than in choofing to 
place the proteAion of their intereft in both 
under the care of one, who had fo early diftin- 
guiihed himfelf, even from the firft approaches 
of the civil war, in ailerting and maintaining 
the dillrefled rights of the Church and Crown. 

This Hiftory was firft begun by the exprefs 
command of King Charles the Firft, who, hav- 
ing a defire that an account of the calamities, 
God was pleafed to infliA on the unhappy part 
of his reign, ftiould be reported to pofterity by 
fbme worthy, honeft, and knowing man, thought 
he could not appoint any one more adorned 
with fucU qualifications, than this Author. 

It is a difficult province to write the hiftory 
of the civil wars of a great and powerful na- 
tion, where the King was engaged with one 
part of his fubjefts againft the other, and both 
fides were Sufficiently inflamed : and the neceffi- 
ty of fpeaking the truth of feveral great men, 
that were engaged in the quarrel on either fide, 
who may ftill have very confiderable relations, 
defcended from them, now alive, makes the talk 
invidious, as well as difficult. 

We are not ignorant that there are accounts, 
contained in this following Hiftory, of fome 
eminent perfons in thole times^ that do not 

agre^ 
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agree with the relations we have met with of 
the fame perfons, publifhed in other authors. 
But, beiides that they who put forth this Hif- 
tory dare not take upon them to make any al- 
terations in a work of this kind, folemnly left 
with them to be publifhed, whenever it fhould 
be publifhed, as it was delivered to them ; they 
cannot but think the world will generally be of 
opinion, that others may as likely have been 
miflaken in the grounds and informations they 
have gone upon, as our Author; who will be 
efleemed to have had opportunities, equal at 
leafl with any others, of knowing the truth ; 
and, by the candour and impartiality of what he 
relates, may be believed not to have made any 
wilful miflakes. 

However, all things of this nature mufi be 
fubmitted, as this is, with great deference to the 
judgment of the equal reader ; who will meet, 
in his progrefs. through this work, with many 
paflages, that, he will judge, may difoblige the 
poflerity of even weU meaning men in thofe 
days ; much more then of fuch as were crafty, 
cunning, and wicked enough to defign the mif- 
chiefs that enfued : but he fhall meet with none 
of malice, nor any but fuch as the Author, upon 
his bed information, took to be impartially trucvi 
He could not be ignorant of the rules of a good 
hiflorian, {which, Cicero fays, are fuch faunda-^ 
tions, that they are hunvn to every body). That 
he Jhould not dare to /peak any falfehood ; and 

b 2 Jhould 
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Jhould dare to fpeah any truth. And we doubt 
not, but through the whole progrefs of this 

' Hiftory he will be found to have given no occa- 
fion of fufpeAing his writings gtitlty of partiat 

favour J or unjuji enmity ; and we hope, that the 
reprefenting the truth, without any mixture of 
private paffion or animofity, will be fo far from 
giving ojfFence to any ingenuous man of this 
time, that it will be received rather as an in- 
ftruAion to the prefent age, than a reproach 
upon the laft. 

Moreover, the tendernefs that might feem 
due, out of charity, good manners, and good na- 
ture, to our countrymen, our neighbours, or our 
relations, hath been indulged a long fpace of 
time ; and might poffibly be abufed, if it Ihould 
not give way, at laft, to the ufefulnfefs of mating 
this work Qpblic, in an age, when fo many me- 
moirs, narratives, and pieces of hiftory come out, 
as it were on purpofe to juftify the taking up 
arms againft that King, and to blacken, revile, 
and ridicule the facred Majefty of an anointed 
head in diftrefs ; and when fo much of the fenie 
of religion to God, and of allegiance and duty to 
the Crown, is fo defaced, that it is already, within 
little more than fifty years lince the murder com- 
mitted on that pious Prince, by fome men made 
a myftery to judge, on whofe fide was the right, 
and on which the Rebellion is to be charged. 

We hope therefore it will be judged neceflary 
as well as ufeful, that an impartial account of 

the 
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the moft material paflages of thofe tinhappy 
times fhould at laft come out ; and that we fiiall 
have the general approbation, for having con- 
tributed thus far to awaken men to that honefty, 
juftice, loyalty, and piety, which formerly Eng- 
lishmen have been valuable for, and without 
which it is impoflible any government, difcipline, 
or authority can be long maintained. 

There is no doubt, but this good King had 
fome infirmities and imperfeiftions ; and might 
thereby be milled into fome miftakes in govern- 
ment, which the nation, in Parliament repre- 
fented, might have reformed by moderate and 
peaceful counfels. But the reformation loft its 
name, and its nature too, when fo many afts 
pafled by him in Parliament, that did reftrain the 
prerogative of the Crown from doing the mif- 
chiefs it had been taxed with, had not, the effeA 
they ought to have met with, of reftraining the 
people too from farther demands ; and when the 
inordinate ambition, anger, and revenge of fome 
of the great leaders could not be limited within 
any bounds, till they had involved the nation in 
blood, deftroyed many thoufands of their own 
countrymen and fellow citizens, and brought at 
laft their own Sovereign to lofe his head on a 
fcaftbld, under a pretended form of an High 
Court of Juftice, unprecedented from the begins 
ning of the world ; and, to finifti their work, 
had overthrown all the laws of their own coun-- 
try, in the defence of which, they would have 

b.3 bad 
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had it thought, they had been obliged to draw 
their fwords. 

Without queftion, every body that fliall duly 
conlider the whole account of thefe tranfaAions, 
will be able to impute miftakes, mifcarriages, and 
faults enough to both fides : and we Ihall leave 
them to their own fedate and compofed reflec- 
tions. But we cannot omit making this one 
obfervation, that where any king by ill judg- 
ment, or ill fortune, of his own, or thofe en- 
trufted by him in the chief adminiftration of his 
government, happens to fall into an intereft con- 
trary to that of his people, and will purfue that 
miftake, that prince mufl: have terrible confliAs 
in the courfe of his reign, which way foever the 
controverfy ends. On the other hand, that peo- 
ple, who, though invaded and oppreflfed in thdr 
juft rights, and liberties, ihall not reft fatisfied 
with reafonable reparations and fecurities, but, 
having got power into their hands, will make 
unjuftifiable ufe of it, to the utter fubverfion of 
that government they are bound in duty and 
allegiance to fupport, do but at laft make rods 
for their own backs, and very often bring upon 
themfelves, from other hands, a ' more fevere 
bondage than that they had ihook off. 

To demonftrate this general obfervation, let it 
be confidered in particular, what was the ad- 
vantage this poor nation gained from all the 
viftories obtained over King Charles in the field, 
and, afterwards, in the imprifoning, and profe- 

* cuting 
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cuting him to death : what amends did it make 
for the infringement and prejudice, they com- 
plained of, in their rights and liberties, to fet up 
the Prote<ftor Cromwell, who, under a thouiand 
artifices and cruelties, intended no other re- 
formation, but, inftead of whips, to chaftife the 
poor people with fcorpions ; and, inftead of their 
idol Commonwealth, which fome had vainly 
imagined to themfelves, to make himfelf that 
very hated thing, a King, which had been fo 
abominable in his own fight ? And after him^ 
what did all the other feveral forts of govern- 
ment, fet up fometimes to gratify the ambition 
of one party, and fometimes of another, end in, 
but fo many feveral ways of oppreflion ; which, 
after many years Ipent in exhaufi:ing the blood 
and treafure of their country, at length made way 
for the happy reftoration of the fon and family 
of that King, (whom they had fo barbaroufly 
brought to an untimely end), with the utmoft 
fcorn and derifion of all that had pretended to 
rule in his fi:ead ? 

Here we might defcendinto particulars, to 
make out the other part of* our obfervation, by 
giving inftances, how fome of our own Kings 
have, unhappily, been led into very dangerous 
mifiakes in their government ; and how many 
years have pafi!ed almofi: in one perpetual fl:rife, 
and unfortunate contention between the Prince 
and the people, in points of the higheft confe- 
c|uence ; and efpecially thofe, which have brought 

b4 the 
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the Prince, fometimes, under the difadvantagcoud 
fufpicion of *being inclined to the love of arbl-' 
trary power, and favouring the Popiih religion ; 
than which the moft mortal enemies to the 
Crown of England cannot poflibly contrive, or 
wifli, more miferable circumfiances for it to be 
involved in. But we are rather defirous to draw 
a veil over all the calamities, that have pro- 
ceeded from this caufe ; as well becaufe the im- 
preflions thofe miliakes have made, and the 
marks they have left behind them, will not eafily 
be worn out ; as that it might look. like infulting 
over their misfortunes, who have been the chief 
lofers by them ; which we have in no kind 
the inclination or the heart to do : neither 
would we be thought to give countenance, by 
what we write, to the opinions of thofe, who 
would juftify the rifing up in arms of fubjecfts, to 
do themfelves right in any controverfy between 
them and their King. 

Non haec in foedera 



The nature of our excellent government hath 
provided, in the conftitution of it, other reme- 
dies, in a Parliamentary way ; wherein both the 
prerogative of the Crown and the rights of the 
people may be better fecured : and befides, we 
know to whom vengeance peculiarly belongs, 
and that he who challenges that power to him- 
felf will not fuffer it to be communicated to any 
other. 

But 
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But we ihoutd think ourfelves very fortunate, 
if, in the refle6tions we have been making on 
this liibjeft, we have reprefented the truth, on 
both tides, with that faimefs and impartiality^ in 
the perplexed condition of our own affairs, that 
aU Princea may fee and judge, that it can never 
turn to their advantage, to be in an intereft con- 
trary to that of their people, nor to give their 
iubje^ unreafbnable provocations. For (as in 
other cafes, where the laws both of God and 
man arc too oflen broken, though very fhift and 
pofitive, fo in this point too) the people may 
not always be reflrained from attempting by 
force to do themfelves right, though they ought 
not. . 

And we hope no lefs, that the people will be 
convinced, that it were wifer and better for 
them to obtain the redrefs of their grievances: 
by fuch ways, as the ancient laws of this king- 
dom have provided : and that the conftitution of 
ELing, Lords, and Commons, is the happiefl com- 
petition of government in the world ; and fo 
fuited to the nature of Englifhmen generally, 
that though it be expelled for a time, yet it will 
return. 

We would therefore heartily wifh both for 
Prince and people, if either of them fhould be 
guilty of any irregular deviations from their own 
channels, that they who are injured would con- 
tent themfelves with gentle applications, and 
moderate remedies, lefl the lafl error be worfe 

than 
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than the firft: and above all, that whofoever may 
have a thought of ruling in this land, may be 
throughly convinced in his own judgment, that 
it is a crown of briars and thorns that muft be 
let on his head, without he can fatisfy all rea- 
ibnable men, that it is his fixed principle and re* 
foluticm, inviolably to defend our religion^ and 
preferve our laws* 

Upon the whole matter, we have often won- 
dered, and reft ftill amazed, that any Prince ihould 
care to govern a people againft their nature, their 
inclinations, and their laws. What glory can it 
be to a Prince of a great fpirit, to fubdue and 
break the hearts of his own fubjecfts, with whom 
he Ihould live properly as a fliepherd with his 
flock ? If two lovers, who ihould pais their time 
In renewing, repeating, and returning all the of^ 
fices of friendfhip, kindnefs, tendernefs, and love» 
were, inftead of that, unluckily contriving al- 
ways to crofs, oppofe, and torment one another^ 
what could be the effeft of fuch a converfation, 
but vexation and anguifh in the beginning, a Ihort- 
lived correipondence, and hatred and contempt 
in the conclufion ? 

Our conftitution is the main point ever to be 
regarded, which, God be praifed, hath been pre- 
ferved through fo many ages. For though there 
have been fome men often found, and of great 
parts too, who, for their private advantages, are 
aiding, fometimes the Monarch, and fometimes 
the party that would be a commonwealth, under 

ipecious 
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Q)ecious pretences for the public good, to exceed 
the limits the conftitution hath prefcribed in this 
country ; yet the nation ftill finds, in all ages, 
fome truly pubUc fpirits, that prefen^e it from be- 
ing long impofed upon. There is a craft, and a 
perpetual fubtilty, that men of private intereft 
muft work with to fupport their own defigns : 
but the true intereft of the kingdom is the plain- 
eft thing in the world : it is what every body in 
England finds and feels, and knows to be right, 
and they are not long a finding it neither. This 
is that intereft, that is fupported non tarn fama^ 
quamfua vi ; its own weight ftill keeps it fteady 
againft all the ftorms that can be brought to beat 
upon it, either from the ignorance of ftrangers 
to our conftitution, or the violence of any, that 
projeA to themfelves wild notions of appeaUng 
to the people out of Farhament, (a Parliament 
fitting), as it were to a fourth eftate of the realm ; 
and caUing upon them to come and take their 
fhare in the dire6tion of the public and moft 
important confultations. This we conceive to 
be another way of undermining the ancient and 
true conflitution, but not like to be more ef- 
fe6lual than fome others, that have been tried 
before ; fince we have the experience that no 
violence, nor almoft ruin, hath, hitherto, hin- 
dered it from fettling again upon its old founda- 
tion. 

There hath been, within the compafs of few 
years, much talk, and^ God knows, too many ill 

efifeds 
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effeifts too, of &6tions in this kingdom ; and we 
have lived, in our days, to fee the two great 
parties, of late known by the names of Whig 
and Tory, direAly change their ground; and 
thofe, who were formerly the anti-courtiers, be- 
come as pliant and obfequious» as ever they were 
who had been the moft foimd fault with on that 
fcore. But we are humbly of opinion, that, at 
this time of day, neither of thofe parties have the 
game in their hands, as they have formerly per- 
haps fancied to themfelves. But they who flball 
be fo honeft, and fo wife, conftantly to prefer the 
true intereft of England to that of any other 
country or people, preferve the religion and the 
laws, proteft and promote the trade of the na- 
tion, thriftily and providently adminifter the 
public treafure, and ftudy to maintain the fo- 
vereignty of our feas, fo naturally, fo anciently, 
and fo juftly the true defence of this kingdom ; 
that body, whomfoever it fhall be compofed of, 
Ihall have the weight of England on its fide ; 
and if there can be any of another frame, they 
muft, in the end, prove fo many miferable rotten 
reeds. 

Well may other princes and ftates, whole fitu- 
ation requires it for their own lecurity, find it 
their ihterefl:, for the prefervation of their credit 
and reputation amongft their neighbours, to keep 
confl:antly in pay great numbers of land forces : 
in which they are ftill vying one with the other, 
and boailihg who can raife his thoufan(}s, and 

who 
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who his ten thouiands : but they will be found 
but young ftatefmen for our government, who can 
think it advifable, that the ftrength of this illand 
ihould be meafured by proportions fo unfuitable 
to its true glory and greatnefs. As well might 
David have thought it requifite, when he was to 
encounter the great giant of the Philiftines, that 
he likcwife muft have had a llafF to his fpear like a 
weaver's beam. But that man after God's own 
heart thought it more expedient to his advantage 
over the enemy he was to contend with, to come 
againft him with arms that he had tried, and that 
he could wield. When Saul armed him with 
his own armour, and put un helmet of hrafs on 
his heady and armed him tvith a coat of mail, 
David himfelf fays, He could not go tvith thefe, 
for he had not proved them. Which makes us a 
little refle6l on the circumftances of our own 
nation, that, whereas the fleet of England hath 
been renowned, through fo many ages, for the 
honour and fecurity of this kingdom, in thefe 
latter days, by an unaccountable improvidence, 
our care has been more induftrioufly applied to 
the railing great numbers of land forces, than in 
maintaining and fupporting the glorious ancient 
bulwarks of our country ; and when we have to do 
with an enemy, whom we fo far excel in ftrength 
at fea, that, with a little more than ordinary ap- 
plication, we might hope to reftrain his exorbi- 
tant power by our naval expeditions, we have 
employed our greateft induftry, and a vaft ex- 
pence. 
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pence, to attack hitti by land in that part, whefe, 
by the ftrength of his numerous garrifons, he 
mtift be, for many years, at leall^i invulnerable. 

But it is to be hoped the great allies them- 
felves, to whom, we doubt not, the Englifh na- 
tion wilhes all happinefs and profperity, as being 
bound up with them in the fame intereft, will at 
lad be ienfible, that this kingdom cannot be uie- 
fid to the common caufe in any other way, fo 
much as at fea. The fituation of this country 
adapts it for advantages by lea : the trade of it 
enables it to go on with a war by fea : and nd- 
ther of them can long bear a great expence of a 
war in a foreign land : the experience of former 
fucceifes at fea makes the nation ever fond of 
employing its vigour there : and the perpetual 
jealoufy that, fome time or other, endeavoiu^ 
may be ufed, by the increafe of land forces, to 
advance another greatnefs, and another intereft, 
will fix the genius of the nation ftill to depend on 
its greatnefs, and its fecutity by fea, 

Suadere Prindpi quodoporteat, magni laboris; 
qffentatio erga Principem quemcunque fine (iffeSu 
peragitur, was a laying of Tacitus, and one of 
thole that is perpetually verified. For we fee, in 
all times, how compliance and flattery gets the 
better of honelly and plain dealing. All men 
indeed love beft thofe that difpute not with 
them ; a misfortune, w hi 1ft it is amongft private 
perfons, that is not fo much taken notice of; 
but it becomes remarkable, and grows a public 

calamity. 
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calamity, when this uncomely ohiequioufnefs is 
pra6lifed towards great Princes, who are apt to 
miftake it for duty, and to prefer it before fuch 
advice as is really good for their fervice ; at leaft 
till the folly and vanity of fuch proceedings 
comes to be feen through ; and then the reward 
of their unleafonable courtfhip frequently over- 
takes the miferable authors, though the difcovery 
come too late to preferve from ruin the mailer, 
who hath been deluded. 

An eminent poet of our own nation calls this 
flattery the food of fools ; and yet it is a plant fo 
guarded and fenced about, fo cheriihed and pre- 
ferved in all courts, that it never fails of bringing 
forth much wretched fruit ; and will ever do fo, 
till God Almighty ihall fend fuch a difcerning 
Ipirit into the hearts of Princes, as may enable 
them to diflinguifh between thofe that ferve to 
obtain their own ends, and thofe who have 
only in their view the true intereft and honour 
of their mailers ; and to punifh, inllead of en- 
couraging, thofe bold corrupters of all right 
judgment, juftice, honeily, and truth. 

If at any time it might be hoped this dan- 
gerous generation of men fhould be difcounte- 
nanced, one might be allowed to look for it in 
an age, when a revolution hath been thought 
neceflary to make a reformation : for where the 
foundations of the earth were taken to be out of 
CQurfe, more fteadinefs, a flrider virtue, and a 

more 
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more unbkmeable adminiftration will be expe^- 
ed to come in the room of it* 

If Princes would bear it, it would be an ad- 
vantage to- them, as well as happinefs to their 
fubjeAs, to hear plain and bold truths, when de- 
livered with duty, and decency, and privacy, 
from their feithful fervants, in their own life- 
time ; whilft they might yet redrefs and correA 
any miflakes of their judgment, or will. But 
becaufe they generally defend themfelves from 
thofe approaches by their greatnefs, and the awe 
they ufually ftrike on thofe that come near them, 
the next bed way to incline them to refleA duly 
upon themfelves, is to get them to read the me- 
morials of times paft : where they will fee how 
thofe who have once governed the world are 
treated, when they are dead and gone ; and that 
it is the privilege and pradice of all prefent ages, 
to fpeak without reftraint of thofe that are paft : 
as, we may be confident, the next that comes 
after this we live in, will not forget to put their 
ftamp, and their cenfure, on what they fliall 
judge good, or bad, in any part of it. And this 
truth will be allowed in all times, that a great 
King, who is known to govern in his own per- 
ibn, who is not managed by his minifters, but 
does himfelf give the direcftion, the life, and de- 
termination to all his commands, as he ought to 
have the glory, and the merit of his condudt and 
ikill, brought to his own account without a rival, 

f« 
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fo he will have the misfortunef 6f having the er- 
rors of his reign, if any there be, imputed like*- 
wife to himfelf. 

We have been led, from one ftep to another, 
farther than the fcope of a Preface to this Hif- 
tofy might properly have drawn us, were it not 
that* the obfervation of the mifcarriages in former 
times, continued down by degrees, as we con- 
ceive, from the like ftiiftake, and the like rtfot 
of aaimofity and difcontent, had engaged us to 
makefcmie rfttirarks on the moll eminent of them, 
and to lay them together in one view, for every 
man*sl calm judgment and animadverfion, as the 
bcfl means, in our opitlion, to prevent any fuch 
for the future. Which makes us hope the 
reader wiB not be offended with fbme excuriions, 
upon publifhing fuch a work, that hath fo much 
of informatioTi and inflruftion in it, that it mull: 
frimifh to every one great variety of refleftions ; 
and, amongft others, the obfervation of this par- 
ticular, and almofl continual misfortune to all 
Fiinces, who are apt to think that, out of th6 
great numbeW of their fubjeds, and the crowd 
of their cburfiefrS and flatterers, they cah never 
WaAt a fiipply of jufli ahd faithful fervants; which 
makes them fo littfe value, and fo often throw 
away, theii^ beft ahd ablefl miniflers; whereas 
thttte is in truth nothing fo difficult for a Prince, 
a» to find a good, hdnd!, jufl, well tempered, 
and impartial fervant ; and it is almoft impoITi- 
ble to prefervfc him long. For whofoevef comes 
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to the yoke of true painful drudgery in his maf* 
ter's fervice, from that monient creates to him- 
felf fo many induftrious enemies, as he cannot 
gratify in all their feveial wild pretenfions, to 
difplace and dellroy him. So that fuch a maa*8 
llation muft be extreme flippery, and his favour 
oftentimes Ih^rt-lived, whofe whole time being 
taken up in promoting the iblid greatnefs of hb 
mader, and the good of his country^ he cannot 
have leifure to take care of himfelf. For whilft 
he is watching the enemies of the iiate, and lay- 
ing foundations for the happinefs of future times, 
as well as for the fecurity of the preient, and 
looking after all the parts of the adminiilration ; 
that the religion of the land may be reverenced ; 
the juftice of the nation unbkmifhed ; the re- 
venues of the Crown carefully and honeflly col- 
lected, and diihibuted with an equal hand of ge- 
nerofity and good hufbandry, according to the 
feveral occa^ons that may require either ; how 
can fuch a miniller be watching the fecret ma- 
chinations of the enviers and underminers of his 
credit and honefty? And therefore he may be 
forgiven, if, being confcious to himfelf of his 
own integrity, towards the pubtic, he contemns 
the little arts of ill defigning men; by which 
however, from the firft hour of his entering into 
the fervice of his mailer, he is continually pur- 
fued, till he is at length hunted down, and un- 
avoidably deftroyed at Court. 
We do not intend here to write the particu- 
lars 
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lars of the life of this Author ; but we may fay 
in fliort, that fuch a figure as is here defcribed of 
a great and fuperior minifter, and, in fome de* 
gree, of a favourite too, this excellent man made, 
for about two years after the reftoration of the 
King his mailer, who, during that time, relied 
entirely on his advice and conduct. There were 
indeed fome other great and wife men, whom 
the King, for fome confiderable time, confulted 
in his weightieft affairs. There was the Earl of 
Southampton, then Lord High Treafurer of Eng- 
land, with whom our Author had always an en- 
tire and fail friendfhip, and whom all men, that 
knew him, honoured for his great abiUties, and 
eminent integrity. There was the Duke of Al- 
bemarle, then Lord General, who had the ho- 
nour and good fortune of bringing mofl things, 
and men, at that time to bear together, for the 
reiloration of that King, and the royal family to ^ 
the feat of their anceflors. There was the then 
Marquis of Ormond, fbon after his Majefly's re- 
turn made Lord Steward of the Houfehold, and 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; who had not only 
followed^ but even graced his mafler*s fortunes, 
in all the time of his exile, with the attendance 
of fo eminent and meritorious a fubjedl ; who 
had oflen ventured his perfon, and loft all his 
large eilate in the fleady purfuit of loyalty and 
duty to the Crown, and TjcslI for the true reli- 
gion. There was the Earl of Sandwich, who 
had, when Admiral, and General at fea, to bis 
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fliare the glorious part of bringing the fleet of 
England^ and the body of the Englifh ieamen^ to. 
concur in the King*s reftoration ; and had^ before 
that time, been very meritorious towards his Ma- 
jefly, as is mentioned at large in the enfuing 
parts of this Hillory. Thefe were the principal ; 
and beiides thefe, tihiere was one more, who, 
though in a different rank> was admitted, at that 
time, into the moil intimate truft and confidence, 
old Secretary Nicholas ; who had ferved his two 
matters. King Charles the firft and fccond, with 
fo much faithfulneis and integrity, as to be juflly 
entitled to a part in th^ moil important adminif- 
tration. But, without the leaii^ deiign of d^tracft* 
ing from the credit or intereil of thefe great and 
honourable perfons, we may truly fay, our Au- 
thor had the preference of thenx all in the King's 
favour and eileem ; and by his prudence, know-^ 
ledge, and experience, in which he ihared with- 
the others, and his indefatigable labour and pains, 
wherein, it is moil certain, they did Hot ihare 
with him, he had the happineis> without their* 
envy, and with their concurrence^ to haye the 
greateil ihare in diipofing the minds of the peo-t 
pie, and. the King toQv to agree then on fucb 
meafures in Parliament, .aS: laid the foundation of. 
that peace, plenty, and pro^iity this nation 
hath enjoyed iince. 

He had the happinefs to have the greateil ihare 
in pceferving the conilitution of our government 
entire, when, the then prefent temper of the peo- . 

pie 
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pTe was but too ready to have gone into any un- 
due compliance with the Crown. 

He had the happinels, amongft feveral other 
good ads of ParUament, to have the greateft 
fhare in compiaffing and perfefting the aft of 
Oblivion and Indemnity ; the aft for confirming 
Judicial Proceedings; and the aft of tJniforniity ; 
by which the people of England were quieted in 
their minds^ and fettled in their pofleiCons ; and 
the Church of England redeemed from the op- 
preiiions it had lain under^ and eAabliihed and 
fet up by the law of the land, as it was alfo bjr 
our blefled Saviour's promife to all thofe that 
ferve him in holinefs and truth, on that Rock^ 
againft which the gates of hell were not to pre- 
vail. This is that Church, which defires to have 
her doftrine underftood, as well as obeyed ; and 
which depends on the infallibility of Scripture 
for her guide ; but never could be drawn to al- 
low it to any mortal men, whether in a fingle 
perlbn, or i greater number ; and which, of all 
the Churches in the world, does moft rationally 
inform her members in the praftice of pure re- 
ligion and undefiled towards God, with decency 
in worfhip, without afFeftation, fuperftition, or 
oflentation ; and obedience to the King, with 
due regard to the conftitution and the laws oF 
the land. By God*s bleffing on thefe means, 
our Author had the happinefs to leave lafting 
monuments of his judgment and his piety ; of 

c 3 his 
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his loyalty to his Prince, and his entire love to 
his country. 

It was during the miniftry of this perfon, and 
whilft he was in his greateft credit, that memo- 
rahle expreffion was ufed, in one of King Charles 
the Second's fpeeches to both Houfes : That in all 
his deliberations and adions, his principal con- 
fideration fliould be, What will a Parliament think 
of them ? 

Every body then knew, by whofe advice that 
King was inclined to make that wife declara- 
tion. And certainly it had been happy for him, 
if he had always pradifed it ; and all Eng<^ 
land hath reafon to wifh, that all minifters had 
continued, to this day, to give the like whole* 
fome counfel. 

Ha tthi trunt arfes^ 

laid our Author, to a King of England : Keep 
always wxU with your Parliaments. Let no 
vain whimfey of the example of other countries, 
but utterly impradicable in this, delude you. 
Keep always in the true intereft of the nation ; 
and a King of England is the greateft and hap- 
pieft Prince in the world. 

How this perfon came firft to leflen in his 
credit, and afterwards, in the (pace of about five 
years, to fall quite out of that King's favour, to 
be difgraced, as the language at Court is, and 
banifhed, muft be a little touched ; and we ihall 

make 
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make an end. They who were then moft con- 
cerned in his misfortunes, and felt the moft fen- 
fible ftrokes of his Majefty*s difpleailire in their 
family, have it not in their hearts to lay any 
thing hard at the door of that King, once a moft 
gracious and indulgent mafter to our Author, 
and who was certainly not of a diipofltion to do 
harfti things to any body ; and who, as we have 
reafbn to believe, out of the fenfe of unkind 
ulage to the father, did afterwards, by his own 
lingular goodnefs and favour, much againft the 
mind of fome in credit with him, draw his 
two fons> who yet furvive, into a very great de- 
gree of truft and confidence near him ; and par- 
tknilarly beftowed on the fecond extraordinary 
marks of honour and bounty, that are to defcend 
to his pofterity. 

We take them both to be men of fo much 
piety to their father, and fo much Ipirit in them- 
felves, that they would by no means be bribed 
to omit any thfng upon this occafion, that might 
be of ufe or advantage to the honour of one 
they owe fo much duty to ; if they could con- 
ceive, that there was need, at this time of day, 
to contribute to the juftification of his inno- 
cency. The world hath lafted long enough, 
fince the misfortunes of this honourable perfon, 
to be throughly convinced, that there was no- 
thing in all thofe articles exhibited againft him 
in Parliament, that did in the leaft touch or 
concern him. One of his fons, then of the 
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Houie of Commons, offered in that Houie, that 
if they who accufed him would but take the 
pains to prove to the Houie any one of the 
articles, and take which they would, if they 
made out but any one of them all, himielf, and 
all his friends, would acknowledge him guilty of 
aU. 

But there is no need now of the vindication 
of fuch a man, whom every body, in their con- 
fciences, do not only acquit of any crime, but 
all good men ipeak of with honour; and who 
Hill lives in the opinion of all true Englifli-. 
men, in as high a reputation as any man to this 

day. 

Yet, although we intend to decline all manner 

of refledion on the memory of that King, we 

may be allowed to fay, that that excellently well 

natured Prince, who did very few ill natured 

things in his reign, was prevailed upon, in this 

cafe, npt only to put out of his fervice one of 

the moil faithful and ancient ferva[nts then alive 

to his father, or himfelf, (which is not to be fo 

much complained of ; for it would be a hard tie 

indeed for a Prince to be, as it were, married to 

his fervants for better, for worfe), but to confent 

to an a<% of Parliament, that obliged this his 

poor fervant to end his days in banifhment, with 

old age and infirmities to attend him : this might 

be thought a little hard-hearted to infliA upon a 

man, who had the honour and happinefs, in 

the more vigorous part of his life, to have led 

the 
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the King himfelf through his own exile, with 
credit and dignity, and in more honour and repu- 
tation, than ufuidly attends unfortunate Princes, 
that are deprived of their own dominions ; and * 
at laft, in the fulnefs of God's own time, had the 
happineis to have fo coniiderable a fhare in the 
condu6l: of his reftoration. For it was by this 
Author principally, that the continual corre- 
ijpondence was kept up with the loyal party ia 
England, in order to cultivate good thoughts of 
his IVIajefty in the minds of his people, and ta 
bring them, in fome fort, acquainted with his 
temper and diipoiition, before they could know 
his perfon. This Author like wife framed, dif- 
pofed^ and drew thofe letters and declarations 
from. Breda, which had fo wonderful an efiedt all 
over England, and were fo generally approved 
here, that they were, almofl all, turned into ads 
of Parhament. 

Many perhaps may not unreafonably believe, 
that the marriage of the then- Duke of York with 
the daughter of this Author might have been 
one great occaiion, if not the foundation, of his 
fall ; and . though it be moft undoubtedly true, 
that this very unequal alliance was brought to 
pals entirely without the knowledge or privity 
of this Author, but fo much the contrary, that 
when the Ring, at that time, made him more 
than ordinary expreffions of his grace to him, 
with aHurances that this accident Ihould not 
leflen the efteem and favour his Majefty had for 

him; 
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him ; yet his own good judgment made him 
immediately fenfible, and declare it too, to 
thoie he was intimate with^ that this mull cer- 
tainly be the occafion of the diminution of his 
credit. 

The continual dropping of water does not 
more infallibly make an hollow in a ftone^ than 
the perpetual whifpers of ill men muft make 
impreflion in the heart of any Prince, that will 
always lie open to hear them ; nor can any 
man*s mind be fufficiently guarded from the 
influence of continued calumny and backbiting. 

When the Duke of York had made this mar* 
riage, it was not unnatuml to thofe ilLminded 
men to fuggeft, that, for the time to come, that 
minifter would be contriving advantages for the 
good of his own pofterity, to the prejudice of his 
Sovereign and Matter. What their wickednefs, 
poflibly, would have allowed them to praiftife, 
was ground enough to them for an accufation of 
his innocency. 

It was true, that the Duke of York was be* 
come the Chancellor*s fon in law ; and therefore 
they hoped to be believed, when they laid, that 
to fatisfy his ambition, he would forfeit his in- 
tegrity ; which, God knows, was -not true. 

Thus what Tacitus obferves, in the time of 
Tiberius, of Granius Marcellus, who was in- 
formed againft to have ipoken ill words of that 
Emperor, was here, in fome fort, verified on our 
Author : 
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Inevitable crimen^ fays Tacitus concerning 
thole words, nam, quia vera erant, etiam dida 
credehantur. 

The alliance was undeniable ; there were chil- 
dren born of it ; and the King was not blefled 
with any from his marriage. An inevitable 
crime laid on our Author. For, becaufe it was 
true, that there were children from one mar- 
riage, and not from the other, it was fuggelled, 
that both marriages had been fo contrived by 
the Chancellor : though the King knew very 
well, that his own marriage had not been firft 
projefted or propofed by this Author ; and that 
be had often told his Majefty, what fufpicions 
there were in the world, that that great and vir- 
tuous Princefs might prove unfruitful. 

Another inevitable misfortune, which was 
then laid as a crime too on our Author, was a 
report very falfely but very induftrioufly fpread 
abroad, that firft begat a coldnefs, and, by de- 
grees, very much difinclined a great many of 
the royal party to him ; a report, that he Ihould 
have inftilled into the King's mind a principle, 
that he muft prefer his enemies, and advance 
them, to gain them to be his friends ; and for 
his old friends, it was no matter how he ufed 
them, for they would be fo ft ill. To which very 
fcandalous mifreprefentation we muft give this 
true anfwer : 

It fell out indeed, that every man's expeAa- 
tion, that had laboured all the heat of the day in 

the 
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the vineyard, who had received wounds in Oieir 
perfons in the day of battle, or fuffered in ihtit 
fortunes or liberties, for the prefervation of a 
good confcience during the ufurpation of tyranny 
and anarchy, was not, and, alas ! could not be 
recompenfed immediately according to their me- 
rit, or the hopes they had entertained : and bc«^ 
caufe it was true that they were diiappointed, it 
was believed by fome of them, that our Author^ 
being miniller at that time, had inililled thih 
damnable doctrine and poiition, that it was no 
matter how the King ufed his old friends : and 
becaufe it was true that they were not conii* 
dered as they deferved, it mull be believed, as 
they would have it, that he was the author of 
that advice. 

It was true that the King, who was fb won- 
derfully reftored with all that glory and peace^ 
more perhaps upon the confidence of his de- 
clarations and promifes from Breda, than any 
other human means, and who had thought it 
neceflary to recommend, in his moft gracious 
Ipeech to both Houfes, upon the palling the Aft 
of Indemnity, that all marks of dillindion and 
divifion amongft his fubjefts ihould be for ever 
buried and forgotten, did not think it for his 
honour, and true intereft, to reign over a party 
only of his fubjeds ; and therefore, immediately 
after his reftoration, in order to the fettlement of 
his court and family, the then Earl of Man- 
chefter, whofe part every body remembered to 

have 
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have been very eminent, in the time of the Re- 
bellion, againil King Charles the FirA^ but who 
had induihiouily appHed himfelf feveral years to 
the King, to make reparation for bis former er- 
rors, and had been coniiderably ferviceable to. 
him in ieveral occaiions, was honoured with the 
office of Lord Chamberlain of the Houiehold ; to 
let the kingdom fee, how the King himlelf be- 
gan with praaifing what he exhorted hia fob- 
jeds to, that admirable art. of foxgetfuhiefs, 
when he put fuch a perfon into fo eminent a 
ilation in the government, near his own peifon. 
And it was certainly of advantage to the King,^ 
in the beginmng of his fettlement here, as well 
as a mark of juiiice in his nature^ to let his fub- 
jeAs know and feel, that every one of them 
might capacitate himfelf, by his future beha-^ 
viour, for any dignity and preferment. 

But it could never be in the heart of a man^ 
who had been all along on the fufiering fide, to 
do his own party fo bafe an office with the 
King, as this falfe report did infinuate. He 
might be of opinion that the fatted calf was to, 
be killed, for the entertainment of the Prodigal 
Son, whenever he returned ; that there might be 
no diflindion of parties kept up amongft us : but 
he could never forget the birthright of the eldeil 
fcn, who had ferved the King fo many years^ 
and had not at any time tranigrefled his com- 
mandment, and fo well defer^^ed that praife, and 
that reward^ Son, thou art ever mtk me, and all 

that 
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that I have is thine. And yet this calumny, falic 
as it was, was another inevitable crime^ or at 
lead misfortune. For without that opinion, 
which fome of the royal party had fud^d in,- 
that the Chancellor had abandoned their inter-- 
eft, it had been impoifible to have engaged a 
majority in that Parliament, to have coniented 
to that ad of baniihment* 

God forgive the inventors and contrivers of 
that foul calumny ! But, by his almighty Provi- 
dence, who from heaven reveals fecrets, it wa» 
not long before that party was difabuied. For, 
though the Chancellor for fome time bore the 
blame, that they had not been more coniidered, 
it was quickly founds that it was not from him, 
but from the miflaken politics of the new ftatef- 
men, that they were defigned to be negleded. 
Nor did they at all find themfelves more takeiv 
notice of, after his removal ; nor have the feveral 
other parties in the kingdom, that have been 
cherifhed and countenanced in oppoiition to 
this^ much declined, as we conceive, to this 
day. 

But after all, we are humbly of opinion, that 
it was neither of thefe above-mentioned una- 
vcndable misfortunes, nor both together, that 
gave the fatal and laft decifive blow to the for- 
tune of this good man. The King had too good 
a judgment, and was too well natured, to have 
been impofcd upon barely by fuch attacks as 
thefe ; which he knew very well himfelf, as ta 

our 



THE PREFACE. xxxiu 

our Author's guilt in them, were frivolous and 
unjuft. 

But there are always in courts fecret engines, 
that actually confummate the mifchiefs, that 
others, in a more public way, have been long in 
bringing to pafs : and in this caie there were 
two principal ones : 

The one, the intereft of fome of the zealots of 
the Popifh party, who knew this minifter had 
too much credit in the nation, though he 
ihould lofe it with the King, to fufier the pro- 
jeifts, they perpetually had of propagating their 
religion, to take effc€t, whilft he ihould be in 
the kingdom : 

The other, the fadion of the ladies, too pre- 
valent at that time with the King, who v^ere 
afraid of fuch a man's being near him, as durfi: 
talk to him, as he had fevend times taken the 
liberty to do, of the fcandal of their Uves, and 
reprove both the mailer and the miilrefles, for 
their public unlawful converiations. 

Thus thefe two intereils, joining their forces, 
were fo powerful, that there was no reiiiling 
them, by a man, who could not make court to 
either. And fo he fell a facrifice to the ambi- 
tion and malice of all forts of enemies, who 
were deiirous of getting new places to them- 
fclves in the Court, and of trying new inven- 
tions in the State. 

And yet it is to be obferved, that that King, 
who was, almoft all his reign, ever labouring, with 

much 
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much pains^ to get a little eafe, which he migM 
perhaps have attained with lefs trouble^ and, no 
doaht, hoped, by getting rid of this old impor* 
tunate counfellor, to terrify any man from pte* 
fuming aflierwards to tell hiifi fuch bold truths, 
had icarce ever after any ierenity in his whoitt 
reign : but thoie very women, or others in: thrir 
places^ and the fa&ions he himfelf had given 
tountenance to, grew too hard for him, aixl 
tore him almoft to pieces, fometimes in die fk« 
vouring of one party, and fometimes of another, 
without fieadinefs of his own, or coi^dence 
enough in any of his fervants, to guide him 
through thofe perplexities, that could not have 
been brought upon him, but by his own con- 
fent. 

We dare fay, there were fome hours in his 
life, that he wilhed he had had his old Chan-^ 
oellor again ; who, he knew, was a more fkilful 
pilot than any of his new flatefmen : 

( — Temfus erit^ magno cum optaverit emptwn 
IntaStmi) 

And that he had not^ by his too much eagemefs 
to get rid of one old lervant, given too great 
^ handle to have new meafures and new coun- 
fels fb oflen impofed upon him, throughout the 
whole remaining part of his life. 

Thus we have finifhed our Preface, which we 
thought incumbent on us to make, who had 
lived to.be aopainted with this Author, and to 

have 
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liave known his merit, that it might attend the 
pubMiing this Hiftory, to give the prefent age 
feme information of the chara6ter of him they 
are to read. And as we defired to perform it 
with refpe6k to his memory, fo we hope we 
have not exceeded the bounds of truth and mo- 
defty, which he himfelf would have taken un- 
kindly from thofe that are doing this office to 
him. Whatever misfortunes he might have in 
his life ; whatever enemies he might have had ; 
or whatever errors he might have committed^ 
(which few men in his high ftations efcape quite 
clear of), we prefume to think he deferves, 
from all impartial men, the praife of an honeft^ 
juft, and able fervant to the Church and Crown, 
and to be ranked amongft the great and good 
miniflers of flate. 

And now we will conclude all, with a thankf- 
giving to God in Saint Luke, Glory be to God on 
high, and on earth peace, good zuill towards 
men* 

For God*s name ought ever to be glorified in 
all his diljpenlations ; whether they be attended 
with the profperities or adverfities of this pre- 
fent world. We Ipeak it knowingly, that our 
noble Author did fo throughout the courfe of 
his misfortunes, and that he did adore and mag- 
nify God's holy name, for all his mercies €0 
plentifully beftowed upon him ; and particidarly 
for giving him the courage and virtue confiantly 
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ta acft and lufler honourably through all the 
confiderable employments of his life ; and, more 
efpecially, to endeavour to keep things even be- 
tween the King and the people, (the everlafting 
labour of a faithful fervant), rather than advance 
his own favour, by unreafonably advancing the 
prerogative on the one hand, or his credit, by 
courting the popular intereft, on the other ; 
which we heartily wifh all men, in the higheft 
authority under a King of England, may ever 
remember to pradife. 

And whoever are acquainted with the fons of 
this noble Author, muft do them this jufiice to 
own, they have often declared^ that they have 
found themfelves as well the better Chriftians, 
as the better men, for the afliided as well as 
profperous parts of their father's life ; which 
hath taught them, to be the lefs furprifed with 
the various turns they have met with in the 
courfe of their own. With Saint Paul, they 
have learnt to know how to he exalted^ and hoiv 
to be abafed. This as Chriftians : and with Ho- 
race, who attributes more to fortune, they have 
learnt to have always in their minds, 

Laudo manentem : Ji celeres quatit 
PennaSf rejigno qtue dedit. 

And having thus glorified God on high, that 
they may do all in them lies, towards promoting 
peace on earth, they do very heartily declare 

and 
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and profefi good will towards all men ; and bear 
no unkindnefs to any that were the contrivers 
of the undeferved misfortunes of their noble 
father. 



. 
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Deut. IV. 7, 8, 9. 

Tnr what nation is there fo great ^ ivho hath God fo nigh unto 

theniy as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon 

him for ? 
And what nation is there fo great, that hath Jlatuics and judg-^ 

tnents fo righteous as all this law, which Ifot before you this 

day? 
Only take heed to thyfolfo and keep thy foul diligently, lejl thou 
fofrget the things which thine eyes have foen. 



X HAT pofterity may not be deceived, by the pro- tu- Preface 
fperous wickednefs of thofe times of which I write,thor!^' "' 
into an opinion, that nothing lefs than a general com- 
bination, and univerfal apoftafy in the whole nation 
from their religion and allegiance, could, in fo Ihort 
a time, have produced fuch a total and prodigious al- 
teration and confuiion over the whole kingdom ; and 
that the memory of thofe, who, out of duty and con- 
fcienccj have oppofed that torrent, which did over- 
whelm them, may not lofe the rccompcnfe due to 
their virtue i but, having undergone the injuries and 
VOL. I. B re- 
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reproaches of this, may find a vindication in a better 
age ; it will not be unufeful, for the information of 
the judgment and confcience of men, to prefent to 
the world' a full and clear narration of the grounds, 
circumftances, and artifices of this Rebellion : not 
only from the time iince the flame hath been vifible 
in a civil war, but, looking farther back, from thofc 
former pafTages and accidents, by which the feed- 
plots were made and framed, from whence thofc mif- 
chiefs have fucceflively grown to the height they have 
Iince arrived at. 

And in this enfuihg Hiflory, though the hand and 
judgment of God will be very vifible, in infatuating a 
people (as ripe and prepared for deflrudlion) into all 
the pen^erfe actions of folly and madnefs, making the 
weak to contribute to the defigns of the wicked, and 
fufFering even thofe, by degrees, out of a confcience 
of their guilt, to grow more wicked than they in- 
tended to be ; letting the wife to be impofcd upon by 
men of fmall underflanding, and permitting the inno- 
cent to be poflefied with lazinefs and fleep in the 
mofl vifible article of danger ; uniting the ill, though 
of the mofl different opinions, oppofite interefls, and 
diflant aftedlions, in a firm and conflant league of 
mifchiefs; and dividing thofe, whofe opinions and in- 
terefls are the fame, into fadlion and emulation, more 
pernicious to the public than the treafon of the 
others: whilfl the poor people, under pretence of zeal 
to religion, law, liberty, and parliaments, (words of 
precious efleem in their jufl lignification) arc fu- 
rioufly hurried into adlions introducing atheifm, and 
diflblving all the elements of Chriflian religion ; can- 
celling all obligations, and deflroying all foundations 
of law and liberty; and rendering, not only the privi- 
leges. 
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leges, but the very being, of Parliaments defperate and 
impracticable : I fay, though the immediate finger 
and wrath of God muft be acknowledged in thefe per- 
plexities and diftradtions ; yet he who Ihall diligently 
obferve the diftempers and conjundlures of time, the 
ambition, pride, and folly of perfons, and the fudden 
growth ofcrwickednefs, from want of care and circum- 
fpe6lion in the firft impreflions, will find all thefe 
miferies to have proceeded, and to have been brought 
upon us, from the fame natural caufes and means, 
which have ufually attended kingdoms fwoln with 
long plenty, pride, and excefs, towards fome fignal 
mortification, and caftigation of Heaven. And it may 
be, upon the confideration how impofi[ible it was to 
forefee many things that have happened, and of the 
neceflitj%of overlooking many other things, we may 
not yet find the cure fo defperate, but that, by God's 
mercy, the wounds may be again bound up; and then 
this profpeft may not make the future peace lefs plea- 
fant and durable. 

I have the rtiore willingly induced myfelf to tliis 
unequal talk, out of the hope of contributing fome- 
what to that bleffed end : and though a piece of this 
nature (wherein the infirmities of fome, and the ma- 
lice of others, muft be boldly looked upon and men- 
tioned) is not likely to be publilhed in the age in 
which it is writ, yet it may ferve to inform myfelf, 
and fome others, what we ought to do, as well as to 
comfort us in what we have done. For which work; 
as I may not be thought altogether an incompetent 
perfon, having been prefent as a member of Parlia- 
ment in thofe councils before and till the breaking 
out. of the Rebellion, and having fince had the ho- 
nour to be near two great Kings in fome truft, fo I 

B 2 Ihall 
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iKall perform the fame with all faithfulnefs and inge- 
nuity ; with an equal obfen-ation of the faults and in- 
firmities of both fides, with their defers and over- 
fights in purfuing their own ends; and Ihall no other- 
wife mention fmall and light occurrences, than as 
they have been introdudlions to matters of the greateft 
moment ; nor fpeak of perfons otherwife, tiian as the 
mention of their virtues or vices is eflfential to the 
work in hand : in which I Ihall, with truth, prefervc 
myfelf from the leaft Iharpnefs, that may proceed from 
private provocation, and in the whole obfervc tho 
rules that a man Ihould, who deferves to be believed. 
I fhall not then lead any man farther back in this 
journey, for the difcovery of the entrance into tholii 
dark ways, than the beginning of this King's reign. 
For I am not fo fliarp-fighted as thofe, who have dif* 
cerned this Rebellion contriving from (if not before) 
the death of Queen Elizabeth, and fomented by fc- 
reral princes and great minifters of fl:ate in Chriften- 
dom, to the time that it brake out. Neither do I look 
fo far back as I do, becaufe I believe the defign to 
have been fo long fince formed ; but that, by viewing 
the temper, difpofition, and habit, at that time, of the 
Court and of the countr}*^, we may difcern the minds 
of men prepared, of feme to adl, and of others to fuf- 
fer, all that hath ^nce happened ; the pride of this 
man, and the popularity of that ; the levity of one, 
and the morofity of another ; the excefs of the Court 
in the greateft want, and the parfimony and retention 
of the country in the greateft plenty; the fpirit of craft 
and fubtlety in feme, and the unpolifhed integrity of 
others, too much defpifing craft or art ; all contribut- 
ing jointly to this mafs of confufion now before us. 

King 
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JIlING James in the end of March 1625 died, leav-A view of 
ing his Majefty that now is, engaged in a war withmngofK. 
Spain, but unprovided with money to manage it ;£|JYci8iu' 
though it was undertaken by the confent and advice 
of Parliament : the people being naturally enough in- 
clined to the war (having furfeited with the iminter- 
rupted pleafures and plenty of twenty-two years peace) 
and fufficiently inflamed againft the Spaniard; but 
quickly weary of the charge of it : and therefore, after 
an unprofperous and chargeable attempt in a voyage 
by fea upon Cadiz, and as unfuccefsful and more un- 
fortunate one upon France, at the Ifle of Rh6, (for 
fome difference had likewife about the fame time be* 
gotten a war with that Prince), a general peace was 
Ihortly concluded with both kingdoms ; the Exche- 
quer being fo exhaufted with the debts of King James, 
the bounty of his Majefly that now is, (who, upon his 
•firA accefs to the crown, gave many coflly inftances 
of his favour to perfons near him,) and the charge of 
the war upon Spain, and France, that both the known 
and cafual revenue being anticipated, the neceflary 
fubfiflence of the houfehold was unprovided for ; and 
the King on the fudden driven to thofe flraits for 
his own fupport, that many ways were reforted to, 
and inconveniences fubmitted to, for fupply ; as fell- 
ing the crown-lands, creating peers for money, and 
many other particulars, which no accefs of power ox 
plenty lince could repair. 

Parliaments were fummoned, and again difTolved in 
difpleafure : and that in the fourth year (after the 
difTolution of the two former) was determined with a 

B 3 • pro- 
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profeflion, and declaration, that, '^ lince for feveral ill 
•' ends the calling again of a Parliament was divulged, 
however his Majefty had fhewed, by his frequent 
meeting with his people, his love to the ufe of par- 
^* liaments; yet the late abufe having, for the prefent, 
^' driven his Majefty unwillingly out of that courfe, 
^' he Ihall account it prcfumption for any to pre- 
" fcribe any time to his Majefty for Parliaments." 
Which words were generally interpreted, as if no 
more aflemblies of that nature were to be expefted, 
and that all men were prohibited, upon the penalty of 
cenfure, fo much as to fpeak of a Parliament. And 
here I cannot but let myfelf loofe to fay, that no man 
can Ihew me a fource, from whence thofe waters of 
bitternefs we now tafte have more probably flowed, 
than from thefe unreafonable, unlkilful, and precipi- 
tate diflblutions of Parliaments ; in which, by an un^ 
juft furvey of the paflion, infolence, and ambition of 
particular perfons, the Court meafured the temper and 
afteftion of the country ; and by the fame ftandard 
the people coniidered the honour, juftice, and piety 
of the Court ; and fo ufually parted, at thofe fad fea- 
fons, with no other refpedl and charity one toward 
the other, than accompanies perfons who never meant 
to meet but in their own defence. In which the King 
had always the disadvantage to harbour perfons about 
him, who, with their utmoft induftry, falfe informa- 
tion, and malice, improved the faults and infirmities 
of the Court to the people ; and ag-ain, as much as in 
them lay, rendered tlie people fufpeded, if not odious 
to the King. 

I am not altogether a ftrangcr to the paflages of 
thofe parliaments, (though I was not a member of 
them) having carefully perufed the journals of both 

Houfcs, 
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Houfes, and familiarly converfcd with many who had 
principal parts in them. And I cannot but wonder at 
thofe counfels, which perfuaded the courfes then 
taken ; the habit and temper of men's minds at that 
time being, no queftion, very applicable to the pub- 
lic ends ; and thofe ends being only difcredited by 
the jealoufies the people entertained from the manner 
of the profecution, that they were other, and worfe 
than in truth they were. It is not to be denied, that 
there were, in all thofe Parliaments, efpecially in that 
of the fourth year, feveral paflages, and diftempered 
fpceches of particular perfons, not fit for the dignity 
and honour of thofe places, and unfuitable to the re- 
verence due to his Majefty and his councils. But I 
do not know any formed Adl of either Houfe (for nei- 
ther the Remonftrance nor Votes of the laft day were 
fuch) that was not agreeable to the wifdom and juftice 
of great courts, upon thofe extraordinary occafions. 
And whoever confiders the a6ls of power and injuftice 
of fome of the minifters, in thofe intervals of Parlia- 
ment, will not be much fcandalized at the warmth and 
vivacity of thofe meetings. 

In the fecond Parliament there was a mention, and 
intention declared, of granting five fubfidies, a pro- 
portion (how contemptible foever in refpedt of the 
preflures now every day impofed) fcarce ever before 
heard of in Parliament. And that meeting being, 
upon very unpopular and unplaulible reafons, imme- 
diately diflblvcd, thofe five fubfidies were cxatfled, 
throughout the whole kingdom, with the fame rigour, 
as if, in truth, an adl had pafled to that purpofe. Di- 
vers gentlemen of prime quality, in feveral counties 
of England, were, for refufing to pay the fame, com- 
mitted to prifon, with great rigour and extraordinary 

B 4 cir- 
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circumftances. And could it be imagined, that thofe 
men v/ould meet again in a free convention of Parlia- 
ment, without a Iharp and fevere expoftulation, and 
inquifition into their own right, and the power that 
had impofed upon that right ? And yet all thefe pro- 
vocations, and many other, almoft of as large an ex- 
tent, produced no other refentment, than the Petition 
of Right, (of no prejudice to the Crown), which was 
likewife purchafed at the price of five fubfidies more, 
and, in a very Ihort time after that fupply granted, 
that Parliament was likewife, with ftrange circum- 
ftances of paffion on all fides, diflblved. 

The abrupt and unkind breaking off the two firft 
Parliaments was wholly imputed to the Duke of 
Buckingham ; and of the third, principally to the 
Lord Wefl:on, then Lord High Treafurer of England; 
both in refpeft of the great power and interefl: they 
then had in the afi:e6lions of his Majefty, and for that 
the time of the diflTolutions happened to be, when 
fome charges and accufations were preparing, and 
ready to be preferred againft thofe two great perfons* 
And therefore the envy and hatred, that attended them 
thereupon, was infupportable, and was vifibly the 
. • caufe of the murder of the firft, (ftabbed to the heart 

by the hand of a villain, upon the mere impious pre- 
tence of his being odious to the Parliament), and made, 
no doubt, fo great an impreflSon upon the under- 
ilanding and nature of the other, that, by degrees, he 
loft that temper and ferenity of mind he had been 
before mafter of, and which was moft fit to have ac- 
companied him in his weighty employments: info- 
much as, out of indignation to find himfelfworfc ufed 
than he dcferved, he cared lefs to defcrve well, than 
he had done; and infenfibly grew into that public 

hatred. 
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hatred, that rendered him lefs ufeful to the fervice 
that he only intended. 

I wonder lefs at the errors of this nature in the 
Duke of Buckingham; who, having had a moft gene- 
rous education in courts, was utterly ignorant of the 
ebbs and floods of popular councils, and of the winds 
that move thofe waters ; and could not, without the 
fpirit of indignation, find himfelf, in the fpaceofa 
few weeks, without any vifible caufe intervening, from 
the greateft height of popular eftimation that any per- 
fon hath afcended to, (infomuch as Sir Edward Coke 
blafphemouUy called him our Saviour), by the fame 
breath thrown down to the depth of calumny and re- 
proach. I fay, it is no marvel, (befides that he was na- 
turally to follow fuch counfels as were given him), 
that he could think of no better way to be freed of 
thcfe inconveniences and troubles the paflions of 
thofe meetings gave him, than to diflfolve them, and 
prevent their coming together : and that, when they 
feemed to negleil the public peace, out of animofity 
to him, he intended his own eafe and fccurity in the 
firft place, and ealily believed the public might be 
otherwife provided for, by more intent and difpaflion- 
ate councils. But that the other, the Lord Wefton, 
who had been very much and very popularly con- 
verfant in thofe conventions, who exacftly knew the 
frame and conftitution of the kingdom, the temper of 
the people, the extents of the courts of law, and the 
jurifdi6Vion of parliaments, which at that time had 
feldom or never committed any excefs of jurifdiftion, 
(modefty and moderation in words never was, nor ever 
will be, obfcrved in popular councils, whofe founda- 
tion is liberty of fpcech ;) that he Ihould believe, that 
the union, peace, and plenty of the kingdom could 

be 
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be preferred without Parliaments, or that the paflion 
and diftemper gotten and received into Parliaments 
could be removed and reformed by the more pallion- 
ate breaking and difiblving them ; or that that courfc 
would not inevitably prove the moft pernicious to 
himfelf, is as much my wonder, as any thing that 
hath iince happened. 

There is a proteftion verj' gracious and juft, which 
princes owe to their fcrvants, when, in obedience to 
their juft commands, upon extraordinary and necef- 
iary occalions, in the execution of their trufts, they 
fwerve from the ftriit letter of the law, which, with-^ 
out that mercy, would be penal to them. In any fuch 
cafe, it is as legal (the law prefuming it will always be 
done upon great reafon) for the King to pardon^ as 
for the party to accufe, and the judge to condemn. 
But for the fovcreign power to interpofe, and fhelter 
an accufed fervant from anfwering, does not only feem 
an obftrucftion of juftice, and lay an imputation upon 
the prince, of being privy to the offence ; but leaves 
fo great a fcandal upon the party himfelf, that he is 
generally concluded guilty of whatfoever he is charged 
with ; which is commonly more than the worft man 
ever deferved. And it is worthy the obfervation, that, 
as no innocent man who made his defence ever fuf.- 
fered in thofe times by judgment of X^irliamcnt ; fo 
many guilty perfons, and againft whom the fpirit of 
the times went as high, by the wife managing their 
defence, have been freed from their accufers, not only 
without cenfure, but without reproach ; as the Bilhop 
of Lincoln, then Lord Keeper, Sir H. Marten, and 
Sir H. Spiller ; men, in their feveral degrees, as little 
beholden to the charity of that time, as any men 
fince. Whereas fcarce a man, who, with induftry 

and 
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and fkill, laboured to keep himfelf from being accufed, 
or by power to Hop or divert the courfe of proceed* 
ing, fcaped without fome fignal mark of infamy or 
prejudice. And the reafon is clear ; for befides that, 
after the firft ftorm, there is fome compaffion natu- 
rally attends men like to be in mifery ; and befides 
•the latitude of judging in thofe places, whereby there 
is room for kindnefs and afFedlion, and collateral con- 
liderations to intcrpofe ; the truth is, thofe accufa- 
tions (to which this man contributes his malice, an- 
other his wit, all men what they pleafe, and moft upon 
hearfay, with a kind of uncharitable delight of mak- 
ing the charge as heavy as may be) are commonly 
ftufFed with many odious generals, that the proofs 
feldom make good : and then a man is no fooner 
found lefs guilty than he is expe<fted, but he is con- 
cluded more innocent than he is ; and it is thought 
but a juft reparation for the reproach that he deferved 
not, to free him from the cenfure he deferved. So 
that, very probably, thofe two noble perfons had been 
happy, if they had ftoutly fubmittcd to the proceed- 
ings were deligned againft them ; and, without quef- 
tion, it had been of fovereign ufe to the King, if, in 
thofe peaceable times, Parliaments had been taught to 
know their own bounds, by being fufFered to proceed 
as far as they could go ; by which the extent of their 
power would quickly have been manifefted : from 
whence no inconvenience of moment could have pro- 
ceeded ; the Houfc of Commons never then pretend- 
ing to the leaft part of judicature, or exceeding the 
known verge of their own privileges ; the Houfe of 
Peers obfcrving the rules of the. law and equity in ^ 
their judgments, and proceeding deliberately upon 
clear teftimony and evidence of matter of fail ; and 

the 
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the King retaining the fole power of pardoning, and 
receiving the whole profit of all penalties and judg- 
ments ; and indeed having fo great an influence upon 
the body of the Peerage, that it was fcarce known 
that any perfon of honour was feverely cenfured in 
that Houfe, (before this prefent Parliament), who was 
not either immediately profecuted by the Court, or in 
evident disfavour there ; by which, it may be, (as it 
ufually falls out) fome doors were opened, at which 
inconveniences to the Crown have got in, that were 
not then enough weighed and confidered. 

But the courfe of exempting men from profecution, 
by diflblving of Parliaments, made the power of Par- 
liaments much more formidable, as conceived to be 
without limit ; fince the fovereign power feemed to 
be compelled (as unable otherwife to fet bounds to 
their proceedings) to that rough cure, and to deter- 
mine their beings, becaufe it could not determine 
their jurifdicftion. Whereas, if they had been fre- 
quently fummoned, and feafonably diflTolved, after 
their wifdom in applying medicines and cures, as well 
as their induflry in difcovering difeafes, had been dif-^ 
cerned, they would eafily have been applied to the 
ufes for which they were firift inftituted j and been of 
no lefs efteem with the Crown, than of veneration 
with the people. And fo I Ihall conclude this digrcf- 
lion, which, I conceived, was not unfeafonable for this 
place, nor upon this occafion, and return to the time 
when that brilk and improvident refolution was taken 
of declining thofe conventions; all men being inhibit- 
Ted (as I faid before they generally took themfelves to 
be) by the proclamation at the dilTolution of the Par- 
liament in the fourth year, fo much as to mention or 
fpeak as if a Parliament fhould be called. 

And 
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And here it will give much light to that which fol-Thciuteof 
I0WS9 if we take a view of the ftate of the Cpurt andaboui^iLi 
of the Council at that time, by which we may beft fee""^* 
the face of that time, and the affecSlions and temper 
of the people in general. 

For the better taking this profpedl, we will begin The rife of 
with a furvey of the perfon of that great nun, theBucSl^^ 
Duke of Buckingham, (who was fo barbaroufly mur-^*™' 
dered about this time) whofe influence had been un- 
fortunate in the public affairs, and whofe death pro- 
duced a change in all the counfels. The Duke was 
indeed a very extraordinary perfon ; and never any 
man, in any age, nor, I believe, in any country or na-^ 
tion, rofe, in fo ftiort a time, to fo much greatnefs of 
honour^ fame, and fortune, upon no other advantage 
or recommendation, than of the beauty and graceful- 
neis of his perfon. I have not the leaft purpofe of 
undervaluing his good parts and qualities, (of which 
there will be occaiion Ihortly to give fome teftimony), 
when I fay, that his firfl introduction into favour was 
purely from the handfomenefs of his perfon. 

He was a younger fon of Sir George Villiers, of 
Brookefby, in the county of Leicefter; a family of an 
ancient extra<5lion, even from the time of the Con- 
queft, and tranfported then with the Conqueror out 
of Normandy, where the family hath ftill remained, 
and ftill continues with luftre. After Sir George's 
firft marriage, in which he had two or three fons, and 
fome daughters, who Ihared an ample inheritance from 
him; by a fecond marriage, with a lady of the family 
of the Beaumonts, he had this gentleman, and two 
other fons and a daughter, who all came afterwards to 
be raifed to great titles and dignities. George, tlie 
eldeft fon of this fecond bed, was^ after the death of 

his 
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his father, by the lingular afFe6Vion and care of his 
mother, who enjoyed a good jointure in the account 
of that age, well brought up ; and, for the improve- 
ment of his education, and giving an ornament to his 
hopeful perfon, he was by her fent into France ; where 
he fpent two or three years in attaining the language, 
and in learning the exercifes of riding and dancing; in 
the laft of which he excelled mofl: men, and returned 
into England by the time he was twenty-one years old. 

King James reigned at that time ; and though he 
was a prince of more learning and ktiowledge than 
any other of that age, and really delighted more in 
books, and in the converfation of learned men ; yet, 
of all wife men living, he was the mofl delighted and 
taken with handfome perfons, and fine clothes. He 
began to be weary of his favourite, the Earl of Somer- 
fet, who was the only favourite that kept that poft fo 
long, without any public reproach from the people : 
but, by the inftigation and wickednefs of his wife, he 
became, at leaft, privy to a horrible murder, that ex- 
pofed him to the utmoft feverity of the law, (the 
poifoning of Sir Thomas Overbury), upon which both 
he and his wife were condemned to die, after a trial 
by their peers; and many perfons of quality were exe- 
cuted for the fame. 

Whilft this was in agitation, and before the utmoft 
difcovery was made, Mr. Villiers appeared in court, 
and drew the King's eyes upon him. There were 
enough in the Court fufficiently angry and incenfcd 
againft Somerfet, for being what themfelves defired to 
be, and efpecially for being a Scotfman, and afcend- 
ing, in fo Ihort a time, from being a page, to the 
height he was then at, to contribute all they could to 
promote the one, that they might throw out the other : 

which 
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which being ealily brought to pafs, by the proceed- 
ing of the law upon his aforefaid crime, the other 
found very little difficulty in rendering himfelf gra- 
cious to the King, whofe nature and difpofition was 
ver)'^ flowing in affedtion towards perfons fo adorned. 
Infomuch that, in few days after his fifft appearance 
in court, he was made Cup-beater to the King ; by 
which he was, of courfe, to be much in his prefence, 
and fo admitted to that converfation and difcourfe, 
with which that Prince always abounded at his meals. 
His inclinations to his new Cup-bearer difpofed 
him to adminifter frequent occalions of difcourling of 
the court of France, and the tranfaftions there, with 
which he had been fo lately acquainted, that he could 
pertinently enlarge upon that fubjcft, to the King's 
great delight, and to the gaining of the efteem and 
value of all the ftandcrs-bv to himfelf : which was a 
thing the King was well pleafed with. He a6led very 
few weeks upon tliis ftage, when he mounted higher ; 
and, being knighted, without any other qualification, 
he was at the fame time made Gentleman of the Bed- 
chamber, and Kniglit of the order of the Garter ; and 
in a fhort time (very fhort for fuch a prodigious af- 
cent) he was made a Baron, a Vifcount^an Earl, a Mar- 
quis,and became Lord High Admiral of England, Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, Matter of the Horfe, 
and entirely difpofed of all the graces of the King, 
in conferring all the honours and all the offices of 
three kingdoms, without a rival ; in difpenfing where- 
of, he was guided more by the rules of appetite than 
of judgment ; and fo exalted almoft all of his own 
numerous family and dependants, whofe greateft me- 
rit was their alliance to him, which equally offended 
the ancient nobility, and the people of all conditions, 

who 
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whp faw the flowers of the Crown every day fading and 
withered; whilfl: the demefnes and revenue thereof 
were facrificed to the enriching a private family, 
(how well foever originally extracSlcd), fcarce ever 
heard of before to the nation ; and the expences of 
the Court fo vaft and unlimited, that they had a fad 
profpeft of that poverty and neceflity, which after- 
wards befel the Crown, almoft to the ruin of it. 

Many were of opinion, that King James, before his 
death, grew weary of this favourite ; and that, if he 
had lived, he would have deprived him at leaft of his 
large and unlimited power. And this imagination fo pre- 
vailed with fomc men, as the Lord Keeper Lincoln, the 
Earl of Middlefex, Lord High Treafurer of England, 
and other gentlemen of name, though not in fo high 
ftations, that they had the courage to withdraw from 
their abfolute dependence upon the Duke, and to make 
fome other eflTayy, which proved to the ruin of every 
one of them ; there appearing no mark, or evidence, 
that the King did really leffen his afFedlion to him, 
to the hour of his death. On the contrary, as he 
created him Duke of Buckingham in his abfence, 
whilft he was with the Prince in Spain ; fo, after their 
return, the Duke executed the fame authority in con- 
ferring all favours and graces, and in revenging himfelf 
upon thofe, who had manifefted any unkindnefs to- 
wards him. And yet, not\vithftanding all this, if that 
King's nature had equally difpofed him to pull down, 
as to build and eredl, and if his courage and feverity 
in punifliing and reforming had been as great as his 
generofity and inclination was to oblige, it is not to 
be doubted, but that he would have withdrawn his af- 
feAion from the Duke entirely, before his death; 
which thofe perfons, who were admitted to any pri- 
vacy 
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iracy with him, and were not in the confidence of the 
other, (for before thofe he knew well how to diffem- 
ble), had reafon enough to expedl. 

For it is certain, that the Kine was never well An account 
pleafed with the Duke, after the Princess going intochaScs's 
Spain ; which was infinitely againft his will, and con- trspwnl"* 
trivcd wholly by the Duke : who, out of envy, that 
the Earl of Briftol Ihould have the fole management 
of fo great an affair, (as hitherto that treaty had been 
wholly condudled by him in Spain, where he waa ' 
extraordinary Ambaflador, and all particulars upon 
the matter agreed upon), had one day infinuated to ' 
the Prince the common misfortune of princes, that in 
fo fubftantial a part of their happinefs in this world, 
as depended upon their marriage, themfelves had 
never any part, but muft receive only an account 
from others of the nature, and humour, and beauty of 
the ladies they were to marry ; and thofe reports fel- 
dom proceeded 'from pcrfons totally uninterefted, by 
reafon of the parts they had adled towards fuch pre* 
parations. From hence he difcourfed how gallant 
and how brave a thing it would be, for his Highnefs 
to make a journey into Spain, and to fetch home his 
miftrefs; that it would put an end prefently to all 
thofe formalities, which, (though all fubftantial mat- 
ters were agreed upon already), according to the ftylc 
of that Court, and the flow progrefs in all things of 
ceremony, might yet retard the Infanta's voyage into 
England many months ; all which would be in a mo- 
ment removed by his Highnefs*s own prefence 5 that 
it would be fuch an obligation to the Infanta herfelf, 
as Ihc could never enough value or requite ; and be- 
ing a refpedt rarely paid by any other prince, upon 
the like addreflcs^ could proceed only from the higl^ 

Toi.. I* c regard 
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f egatd ahd reverence he had for her perfon ; that in 
the great affair that only remained undetermined, and 
was not entirely yielded to, though under a very 
friendly deliberation, which was the reftoring the Pa- 
latinate, it was very probable, that the King of Spain 
himfelf might choofe, in the inftant, to gratify his 
perfonal interpolition, which, in a treaty with an Am- 
bailador^ might be drawn out in length, or attended 
with overtures of recompenfe by fome new concef- 
lions, which would create new difficulties : however, 
that the mediation could not but be frankly under- 
taken by the Infanta herfelf, who would ambitioufly 
make it her work to pay a part of her great debt to 
jhe Prince ; and that he might with her, and by her^ 
prefent to his Majefly the entire peace and reflitu- 
tion of his family, which by no other human means 
could be brought to pafs. 

Thefe difcourfes made fo deep impreflion upoii the 
nund and fpirit of the Prince, (whofe nature was in- 
clined to adventures), that he was tranfported with the 
thought of it, and mofl impatiently folicitous to bring 
it to pafs. The gteatefl difficulty in view was^ how 
they might procure the King's confent, who was very 
quick-lighted in difcerning difficulties and railing 
obje£tionSj| and very flow in mattering them, and im- 
tying the knots he had made : in a word, he knew 
not how to wreftle with defperate contingencies^ and 
fo abhorred the being entangled in fuch. This was 
lirffc to be attempted by the Prince himfelf, by com- 
municating it to the King, as his earneft defire and 
fuit, with this circumftance ; that fince his doing or 
not doing what he mofl delired, depended wholly 
and entirely upon his Majefty's own approbation and 
command^ he would vouchlafe to promife not to 

com- 
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communicate the thing propofed, before he had firft 
taken his own refolution ; and that this condition 
fliould be firft humbly infifted on, before the fub- 
ilantial point ihould be communicated ; and fo this 
approach being firft made, the fuccefs and profecu* 
tion was to be left to the Duke's credit and dexterity. 
All things being thus concerted between his High- 
nefs and the Duke, (and this the beginning of an entire 
confidence between them, after a long time of declared 
jcaloufy and difpleafure on the Prince's part, and oc- 
cafion enough adminiftered on the other), they fhortly 
found fit opportunity (and there were feafons when 
that King was to be approached more hopefully than 
in others) to make their addrefs together. His Ma- 
jefly cheerfully confented to the condition, and being 
well pleafed that all fhould depend upon his will, 
frankly promifed that he would not, in any degree, 
communicate to any perfon the matter, before he had 
taken, and conununicated to them, his own refolu- 
tions. 

The Prince then, upon his knees, declared his fuitxhc Prince 
and very importunate requeft, the Duke ftanding afJumc^to* 
long time by, without faying a word, while the King*^^*^^^'* 
difcourfed the whole matter to the Prince, with lefs 
paffion than they expected, and then looked upon the 
Duke, as inclined to hear what he would fay^ who 
fpoke nothing to the point, whether in prudence ad- 
vifable, or not ; but enlarged upon the infinite obli- 
gation his Majefty would confer upon the Prince, by 
his yielding to the violent paffion his Highnefs was 
tranfported with ; and, after many exalted expreffions 
to that purpofe, concluded, that he doubted that his 
Majefty refiifing to grant the Prince this his humble 
requefb would make a deep impref&on upon his fpirits, 

c 2 and 
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and peace of mind ; and that he would^ he feared^ 
look upon it as the greateft misfortune and afHidlion, 
that could befel him in this world. The Prince then 
taking the opportunity, from the good tamper he faw 
his father in, to enlarge upon thofe two points, which 
he knew were moft important in the King's own 
wilhes and judgment, that this expedient would put 
a quick end to this treaty, which could not be conti- 
nued after his arrival in that Court ; but that his mar- 
riage muft prefently enfue, which, he knew well 
enough, the Kijog did moft impatiently defire of alj 
bleiiings in this world : he faid likewife, he would 
undertake (and he could not but be believed from the 
reafonablenels of it) that his prefence would in a mo- 
ment determine the reftitution of the Palatinate to his 
brother and lifter ; which was the fecond thing the 
King longed moft pailionately to fee before he ihould 
leave this world. 
King James Thefe difcourfes, tirged with all the artifice and ad- 
it. "* drefs imaginable, fo far wrought upon and prevailed 
with the King, that, with lefs hefitation than his na- 
ture was accuftomed to, and much lefs than was 
agreeable to his great wifdom, he gave his approba- 
tion, and promifed that the Prince fhould make the 
journey he was fo much inclined to : whether he 
did not upon the fudden comprehend the confe- 
quences, which would naturally attend fuch a rafh 
undertaking, or the lefs confidered them, becaufe pro- 
vifions, which muft be made for fuch a journey, both 
with reference to the expence and fecurity of it, 
would take up much time, and could not be done in 
fuch a fecret way, but that the counfel itfelf might be 
refumed, when new mcafures fhould be taken. But 
this imagination was too reaibnable not to be forefeen 

by 
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by them ; and fo they had provided themfelves ac-» 
cordingly. And therefore, as foon as they had the 
King's promife upon the main, they told him, the fe- 
curity of fuch a defign depended on the expedition^ 
without which there could be no fecrefy obferved, or 
hoped for ; that, if it were deferred till fuch a fleet 
could be made ready, and fuch an equipage prepared, 
as might be fit for the Prince of Wales, fo much time 
would be fpent^ as would difappoint the principal ends 
of the journey : if they fhould fend for a pafs to France, 
the ceremony in the afking and granting it, and 
that which would flow from it, in his paiTage through 
that kingdom, would be at leaft liable to the fame 
obje<ftion of delay: befides that, according to the 
myfleries and intrigues of ftate, fuch a pafs could not 
in point of fecurity be reafonably depended upon ; 
and therefore they had thought of an expedient, 
which would avoid all inconveniences and hazards ; 
and that it fhould be executed before it fhould be 
fufpeifted : that it had never hitherto been, in the 
leaft degree, confulted but between themfelves, (which 
was really true ;) and therefore, if they now under- 
took the journey only with two fervants, who fhould 
not know any thing till the moment they were to de- 
part, they might eafily pafs through France, before 
they fhould be mifTed at Whitehall : which was not 
hard to be conceived, and fo with the lefs difquifi- 
tion was confented to by the King : and the farther 
deliberation of what was more to be done both in 
matter and manner, and the nomination of the perfons 
who fhould attend them, and the time for their depar-^ 
ture, was deferred to the confultation of the next day. 
When the King, in his retirement, and by himfel^ 
came to revolve what had been fo loofely coafulted b&- 

c 3 fore. 
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fore, as he had a wonderful fagacity in fuch reflec- 
tions, a thoufand difficulties and dangers occurred to 
him, and fo many precipices, which could hardly be 
avoided in fuch a journey. Befides thofe confidera- 
tions, which the violent afFedlion of a father to his 
only fon fuggefted to him, he thought how ill an in- 
fluence it might have on his people, too much dif- 
pofed to murmur and complain of the leaft inadver- 
tency ; and that they looked upon the Prince as the 
fon of the kingdom, as well as his own. He confi- 
dered the reputation he fliould lofe with all foreign 
princes, (efpecially if any ill accident fliould happen) 
by fo much departing from his dignity in expofing 
the immediate Heir of the Crown, his only Son, to all 
the dangers, and all the jealoufies, which particular 
malice, or that fathomlefs abyfs of reafon of fl:ate^ 
might prepare and contrive againft him ; and then, in 
how defperate a condition himfelf and his kingdoms 
Ihould remain, if the Prince mifcarried by fuch an 
unparalleled weaknefs of his, contrary to the light of 
his underflanding, as well as the current of his aflTec* 
tions. 

Thefe reflexions were fo terrible to him, that they 
robbed him of all peace and quiet of mind ; infomuch 
as when the Prince and Duke came to him about the 
difpatch, he fell into a great pafllion with tears, and 
told them that he was undone, and that it would 
break his heart, if they purfued their refolution ; that, 
upon a true and difpaflfionate difquifltion he had 
made with himfelf, he was abundantly convinced, 
that, befides the almofl: inevitable hazards of the 
Prince's perfon, with whom his life was bound up, 
and befides the entire lofs of the affedlions of his pco* 
pie, which would unavoidably attend this ralh a<5lioii, 

he 
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be forefaw it would ruin the whole defign, and irre- 
coverably break the match. For whereas all thofe 
particulars, upon which he could pofitively and of 
right inlifl-, were fully granted, (for that, which con- 
cerned the Prince Eleftor, who had unexcufably, and 
direiftly againft his advice, incurred the ban of the 
Empire in an imperial diet, muft be wrought off by 
mediation and treaty, could not be infilled on in juf- 
tice,) nor could Spain make any new demands, all the 
overtures they had made being adjufted ; the Prince 
ihould no fooner arrive at Madrid, than all the arti- 
cles of the treaty ihould be laid afide, and new matter 
be propofed, which had not been yet mentioned, and 
could never be confented to by him : that the treaty 
of this marriage, how well foever received, and how 
much foever delired by the King and his chief mi-? 
niflers, was in no degree acceptable to the Spaniih na-* 
tion in general, and lefs to the court of Rome, where, 
though the new Pope feemed more inclined to grant 
the difpenfation than his predeceffor had been, it was 
plain enough, that it proceeded only from the ap-r 
prehenfion he had to difpleafe the King of Spain, not 
that he was lefs averfe from the nutch, it having been 
always believed, both in Spain and in Rome, that this 
marriage was to be attended with a full repeal of all 
the penal Uws againfl the Papifts, and a plenary tch 
leration of the exercife of that religion in England, 
which they now faw concluded, without any fignal or 
real benefit or advantage to them. And therefor^ 
they might expedl, and be confident, that when they 
had the perfon of the Prince of Wales in their hands, 
the King of Spain (though in his own nature and in* 
clinations full of honour and juftice) would be even 
(ompelled by his clergy (who had always a great in* 

c 4 fluence 
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iluence upon the counfels of that kingdom) and the 
importunities from Rome, who would tell him, that 
God had put it now into his hand to advance the Ca» 
tholic caufe, to make new demands for thofe of that re- 
ligion here ; which, though he could never confent tOj 
would at beft interpofe fuch delays in the marriage^ 
that he ihould never live to fee it brought to pafs, 
nor probably to fee his fon return again from Spain. 
Then he put the Duke in mind (whom he hitherto 
believed only to comply with the Prince to oblige 
him, afrer a long alienation from his fevour) how in- 
evitable his ruin muft be, by the efFecSl of this coun- 
fel, how imgracious he was already with the people, 
and how many enemies he had amongft the greateft 
perfons of the nobility, who would make fuch ufe of 
this occafion, that it would not be in his Majefty'a 
power to prote<5l him. And then he concluded with 
the diforder and paffion, with which he begun, with 
fighs and tears, to conjure them, that they would no 
more prefs him to give his confent to a thing fo con- 
trary to his reafon, and underftanding, and intereft, 
the execution whereof would break his heart, and 
that they would give over any further purfuit of it. 

The Prince and the Duke took not the pains to 
anfwer any of the reafons his Majefty had infifted on ; 
his Highnefs only putting him in mind of the promife 
he had made to him the day before, which was fo fa*, 
cred, that he hoped he would not violate it ; which if 
he Ihould, it would make him never think more of 
marriage. The Duke, who better knew what kind o( 
arguments were of prevalence with him, treated him 
more rudely ; told him, nobody could believe any thing 
he faid, when he retrafted fo foon the promife he had 
fo folenmly made; that he plainly difcerned^ that it pro- 
ceeded 
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needed from another breach of his word, in cpmrnu* 
aicating with fome rafcal, who had furnifhed him 
with thofe pitiful reafons he had alleged ; and he 
ioubted not but he ihould hereafter know who his 
counfellor had been : that if he receded from what 
lie had promifed, it would be fuch a difobligation to 
the Prince, who had fet his heart now upon the jour* 
ney, after his Majefty's approbation, that he could 
never forget it, nor forgive any man who had been 
the caufe of it. 

The Prince, who had always exprefled the highefl 
duty and Teverence towards the King, by his humble 
and importunate entreaty, and the Duke by his 
rougher dialedl, in the end prevailed fo far, (after his 
Majef^ had paflionately, and with many oaths, re- 
nounced the having communicated the matter with 
any perfon living,) that the debate was again refumed 
upon the journey, which they earneftly defired might 
not be deferred, but that they might take their leaves 
of the King within two days, in which they would 
have all things ready that were neceffary, his High- 
nefi pretending to hunt at Theobald's, and the Duke 
to take phylic at Chelfea. 

They told him, that being to have only two more 
in their company, as was before refolved, they had 
thought (if he approved them) upon Sir Francis Cot- 
tington and Endymion Porter, who, though they 
might fafely, ihould not be trufted with the fecret, 
till they were even ready to be embarked. The per- 
fons were both grateful to the King, the former hav- 
ing been long his Majefty's agent in the court of 
Spain, and was now fecretary to the Prince; the 
other, having been bred in Madrid, after many years 
attendance upon the Duke, was now one of the bed- 
chamber 



4$ THE HISTORY Book I, 

chamber to the Prince: fo that his Majefty cheer- 
fully approved the eledlion they had made, and 
wifhed it might be prefently imparted to them ; fay- 
ing, that many things would occur to them, as necef- 
fary to the journey, that they two would never think 
of; and took that occalion to fend for Sir Francia 
Cottington to gome prefently to him, (whilft the 
other two remained with him), who, being of cufix>m 
waiting in the outward room, was quickly brought in ; 
whilft the Duke whifpered the Prince in the ear, that 
Cottington would be againft the journey, and his 
Highnefs anfwered he durft not. 

The King told him, that he had always been an 
honeft man, and therefore he was now to truft him in 
an affair of the higheft importance, which he was not 
• upon his life to difclofe to any man alive ; then .£ud 
to him, " Cottington, here is baby Charles and Stcnny,** 
(an appellation he always ufed of and towards the 
Duke,) " who have a great mind to go by poft into 
^^ Spain, to fetch home the Infanta, and will have but 
*^ two m6re in their company, and have chofen you for 
♦^ one. What think you of the journey ?" He often 
protcfted lince, that when he heard the King, he fell 
into fuch a trembling, that he could hardly fpeak. But 
when the King commanded him to anfwer him, what 
he thought of the journey, he replied, that he could 
not think well of it, and that he believed it would ren- 
der all that had been done towards the match fruitlefs: 
for that Spain would no longer think themfelves 
obliged by thofe articles, but that, when they had 
the Prince in their hands, they would make new 
overtures, which they believed more advantageou^-W 
them ; amongft which they muft look for many that 
would concern religion^ and the exercife of it in f^g- 

land^ 
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land. Upon which the King threw himfelf upon his 
bed, and faid, ^' I told you this before,*' and fell into 
new paiiion and lamentation, that he was undone and 
fliould lofe baby Charles. 

There appeared difpleafure and anger enough in 
the countenances both of the Prince and Duke ; 
the latter fajring, that as foon as the King fent for 
him, he whifpered the Prince in the ear, that he 
would be againft it ; that he knew his pride well 
enough ; and that, becaufe he had not been firft ad- 
vifed with, he was refolved to diflike it ; and there- 
fore he reproached Cottington with all poffible bitter- 
nefe of words; told him the King alked him only of 
the journey, and which would be the beft way, of 
which he might be a competent counfellor, having 
made the way fo often by poft : but that he had the 
prefumption to give his advice upon matter of ftate, 
and againft his Mafter, without being called to it, 
which he Ihould repent as long as he lived ; with a 
thoufand new reproaches, which put the poor King 
mto a new agony on the behalf of a fervant, who he 
foreiaw would fufFer for anfwering him honeftly. Upon 
which he faid, with fome commotion, " Nay, by God, 
Stenny, you are very much to blame to ufe him fo. 
He anfwered me direftly to the queftion I alked him, 
and very honeftly and wifely : and yet you know he 
faid no more than I told you, before he was called 
*^ in." However, after all this paffion on both parts, 
the King yielded, and the journey was at that confer- 
ence agreed on, and all directions given according to 
Sir Francis Cottington ; the King having now plainly 
difcovered, that the whole intrigue was originally 
contrived by the Duke, and fo violently purfued by 
his ^irit and impetuoiity. 

The 
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The manner^ circumilances^ and conclulion of tbat 
voyage^ with the extraordinary, accidents that hi^ 
pened in it^ will no doubt be at large remembered by 
whofocver fhall have the courage to write the tianf* 
adlions of that time, with that integrity he ought to 
do : in which it will manifeftly appear, how much of 
the prophet was in the wifdom of the King ; and 
that that defigned marriage, which had been fo many 
years in treaty, even from the death of Prince Harry, 
and fo near concluded, was folely broken by that 
journey ; which, with the paflages before meatioiied« 
King James never forgave the Duke of Buckingham j 
but retained as Iharp a memory of it as his natoio 
could contain. 

This indifpofition of the King towards. the Doko 
was exceedingly increafed and aggravated upon and 
after the Princess return out of Spain. For thov^ 
it brought infinite joy and delight to his Majef^, 
which he exprefied in all imaginable tranfport, and 
was the argument of the loudeft and moft univeriil 
rejoicing over the whole kingdom, that the nation 
had ever been acquainted with ; in which the Duka 
had fo full a harveft^ that the imprudence and pre* 
fumption (to fay no more) of carrying the Prince 
into Spain was totally forgotten, or not renumbered 
with any reference to him, and the high merit and 
ineilimable obligation, in bringing him home, was re* 
inembered, magnified, and celebrated by all men in 
all places ; yet the King was wonderfully difquieted, 
when he found (which he had not before their return 
fufpeftcd) that the Prince was totally aliened from all 
thoughts of, or inclination to, the marriage ; and that 
they were refolved to break it, with or without his 
approbation or confent And in this the Duke re- 

fimied 
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fumed the fame impetuofity he had fo much in- 
lolged to himfelf in the debate of the journey into 
Spain. 

The King had, upon the Prince's return, ifl^ed^^^^** 
rat writs to call a Parliament, which was in the twenty- caWcd after 
firft year of his reign, thinking it neceflary, with rela- rciuro, 
don to the perplexities he was in, for the breach of this 
match with Spain, (which he foreiaw niuft enfue), and 
the lad condition of his only Daughter in Gennany, 
srith her numerbus iifue, to receive their grave ad- 
vice. By the time the Parliament could meet, the 
Prince's entire confidence being repofed ftill in the 
Duke^ as the King's feemed to be, the Duke had 
wrought himfelf irito the very great efteem and con- 
fidence of the principal members of both Houfes of 
Parliament, who were moft like to be the leading 
men, and had all a defire to have as much reputation 
in the Court, as they had in the country. It was very 
leaibnably thought neceifary, that as the King would, 
II the opening of the Parliament, make mention of 
the treaty with Spain, and more at large of his 
Dfeughter's being driven out of the Palatinate, which 
would require their afliftance and aid ; fo that the 
Prince and Duke Ihould afterwards, to one or both 
Houfes, as occalion fhould be offered, make a relation 
of what had palfed in Spain, efpecially concerning 
the Palatinate : tha^ fo the Houfes being put into 
fome method and order of their future debate, they 
might be more eafily regulated, than if they were in 
the beginning left to that liberty, which they natu- 
rally affeded, and from which they would not be re- 
ftiained, but in fuch a manner as would be grateftil 
to themfelves. 

Things being thus concerted, after the Houfes had 

been 
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httn thrfte or four days together, (for in that time 
fome days were always fpent in the formality of nam-^ 
ing committees, and providing for common occur^ 
rences, before they made an entrance upon tnore fo- 
lemn debates,) the Prince began to fpeak of the 
Spanifh affairs, and of his own journey thither ; and 
forgot not to mention the Duke with more than ordi- 
nary afFeftion. Whereupon it was thought fit, that 
the whole affair, which was likewife to be the princi* 
pal fubjefl matter of all their confultations, ihould 
be flated and enlarged upon, in a conference between 
the two Houfes, which his Highnefs and the Duke 
were defired to manage. How little notice fbever 
any body elfe could take of the 'change, the Duke 
himfelf too well knew the hearty refentment the King 
had of what had paffed, and the afFe6tion he ftill had 
for the Spanifh treaty; and therefore he had done, 
and refolved fiill to do, all he could, to make himfelf 
grateful to the Parliament, and popular amongft the 
people, who he knew had always detefted the match 
with Spain, or in truth any alliance with that nation. 
The So when, at the conference* the Prince had made a 

Prince** 

and Duke*8 fhort iutrodudliou to the bulinefs, and faid fome very 
*he ipumcy l^i^d things of the Duke, of his wonderful care of 
focn^'bc ^^"^ whilfl he was in Spain, and the great dexterity 
Hc^ ^°* he ufed in getting him away, he referred the whole/ 
relation to him ; who faid, ^* That the true ground of 
" the Prince's journey into Spain, which he well 
knew had begot fuch a terrible panting in the 
hearts of all good Englifhmen, had been only to 
make a clear difcovery of the fincerity of the Spa- 
*^ niard, and, if his intentions were real, to put a fpeedy 
" end to it by marrying of the lady upon the place ; 
.^^ if he found it otherwife, to put his father and him- 
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*^ felf at liberty to difpofe of himfelf in fome othef 
place. That the AmbafTador, in whofe hands that 
great affair was folely managed^ when in one dif- 
patch he writ that all was concluded, in the next 
ufcd to give an account of new difficulties, and new 
demands : and, when all things were adjufted at 
" Madrid, fome imexpedled fcruples difcovered them- 
*' fclves at Rome, with which the councils in Spaiil 
" feemed to be furprifed, and appeared to be con- 
^^ founded^ and not to know what to fay. Thefe ebbs 
" and floods made the Prince apprehend, that the 
*^ purpofe was to amufe us, whilft they had other de- 
** figns in fecret agitation. And thereupon, that his 
^^ Highnefs had prevailed with his father (how un- 
willing foever) to permit him to make the jour- 
ney, that he might make that ufeful difcovery, 
which could not otherwife be made in any feafon- 
•* able time. 

" That they no fooner came to Madrid^ than they 
" difcovered (though the Prince was treated with all 
^^ the refpeA due to his greatnefs, and the obligation 
'* he had laid upon that nation) that there had never 
been any real purpofe that the Infanta fhould be 
given to him 2 that, during fo long an abode as his 
*' Highnefs made there, they had never procured the 
*^ difpenfation from Rome, which they might eafily 
** have done : and that, at laft, upon the death of the 
" Pope, Gregory XV. the whole procefs was to begin 
^^ ^;ain, and would be tranfafted with the formalities, 
^' which they fhould find neceflary to their other af- 
*^ fiurs. That, inftead of proceeding upon the articles, 
** which had been pretended to be concluded, they 
*^ urged nothing but new demands, and in matters of 
^ religion fo peremptorily, that the principal clergy* 

** men. 
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*^ men, and the moft eminent of that King^s preach- 
*' ers, had frequent conferences with the Prince, to 
*' perfuade him to change his religion, and become a 
Papift. And, in order to move him the more fuc- 
cefsfully thereimto, they procured the Pope to 
*^ write a letter himfelf to his Highnefs, putting him 
in mind of the religion of his anceftors and proge- 
nitors, and conjuring him to return to the lame 
faith ! but that it had pleafed God not only to give 
*^ the Prince a conftant and unfhaken heart in his 
** religion, but fuch wonderful abilities to defend the 
'^ (ame in his difcourfe and arguments, that they 
^^ flood amazed to hear him, and upon the matter 
'^ confefTed, that they were not able to anfwer him. 

** That they would not fufFer the Prince to confer 
^^ with, or fo much as to fpeak to hardly, and very 
" rarely to fee his miftrefs, whom they pretended he 
*^ fhould forthwith marry. That they could never 
*^ obtain any better anfwer in the bufinefs of the Pa- 
^* latinate, than that the reftoring it was not in the 
*^ power of that King, though it had been taken by 
** the fole power of Spain, and the Spanifh army, un- 
^^ der the command of the Marquis Spinola, who was 
then in the entire pofTeflion of it : but that his Ca- 
tholic Majefly would ufe his interpolition, with all 
*^ the credit he had with the Emperor and Duke of 
" Bavaria, without whofe joint confent it could not be 
" done, and whofe confent he hoped to obtain : but 
** that he was well aflured, that there was no more 
^' real intention in that point of reflitution, than in 
** the other of marriage ; and that the Palatinate could 
** not be hoped to be recovered any other way than 
** by force, which would eafily bring it to pafs." 
Throughout his whole difcourfe he made frequent 

reflexions 
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rtfle<ftions upon the Earl of Briilol^ as if he very well 
knew the Spaniards pnrpofes in the whole^ and con-» 
curred with them in it. ^* That he was fo much trou* 
'^ bled when he firft faw the Prince, who alighted at 
^ his houfe, that he could not contain himfelf, but 
^^ wiihed that his Highnefs were at home again ; that 
*f he had afterwards, when he found that his High-^ 
*' neis liked the Infanta, perfuaded him in private that 
'^ he would become a Papift ; and that, without chang-- 
^^ ing his religion, it would not be poilible ever to 
^ compals that marriage/' 

He told them, " That the King had fent for the 
^^ Earl to return home, where he fhould be called to 
*^ account for all his mifcarriages." Whereas in truth 
the King had recalled him rather to aififl him againil 
the Duke, than to expofe him to his malice and fury ; 
his Majefty having a great efteem of that Earl's fide-* 
lity to him, and of his great abilities. 

The conference ended in a wonderful applaufe, inrhe Pairiit. 
both Houfes, of the Prince and Duke's behaviour andl^Jion^^o 
carriage throughout the affair, and in a hafty fefo-|^^^^Jj^ 
lution to difTuade the King from entertaining any far-Sp»in. 
ther motions towards the match, and frankly and re- 
folutely to enter into a war with Spain ; towards the 
carrying on of which they raifed great moimtains of 
promifes, and, prevailing in the firft, never remem* 
bered to make good the latter ; which too often falls 
out in fuch counfels. 

When King James was informed of what the DukeKin^ 
hid fo confidently avowed, for which he had not au-jj^'^P^' 
thority, or the leaft direction from him, and a great JJJ^^*}^ 
part whereof himfelf knew to be untrue ; and that he the Duke 
had adviied an utter breach of the treaty, and to en-^Sn^. 
tcr upon a war with Spain, he was infinitely offended; 
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fo that he wanted only a refolute and briik coun-» 
fcUor to aflift him in dcftroying the Duke : and fuch 
a one he promifed himfelf in the arrival of the Earl of 
Briftolj whom he expefted every day. 
The Earl of His Majefty had another exception againft thd 
his rife and Duke^ which touched him as near^ and in which he 
enlarged himfelf much more. Lionel Cranfeild, who; 
though extrafted from a Gentleman's family, had 
been bred in the city, and, being a man of great wit 
and underftanding in all the myfteries of trade, had 
found means to work himfelf into the good opinion 
arid favour of the Duke of Buckingham ; and hav- 
ing fhortly after married a near relation of the 
Duke's, with wonderful expedition w^as made a Privy- 
Counfellor, Mafter of the Wardrobe, Mailer of the 
Wards, and, without parting with any of thefe, was 
now become Lord High Treafurer of England, and 
Earl of Middlefex, and had gained fo much credit 
with the King, (being in truth a man of great parts 
and notable dexterit)^), that, during the Duke's ab- 
fence in Spain, he was not only negligent in the ifTuing 
out fuch fums of money as were neceffary for the 
defraying thofe unlimited expences, and to corre- 
fpond with him with that deference he had ufed to 
do, but had the courage to difpute his commands, 
and to appeal to the King, whofe ear was always in- 
clined to him, and in whom he begun to believe 
himfelf fo far fattened, that he Ihould not ftand in 
need of the future fupport of the favourite. And of 
all this the Duke could not be without ample inform- 
ation, as well from his own creatures, who were near 
enough to obferve, as from others ; who, caring for 
neither of them, were more fcandalized at fo precipi- 
tate a pcomotion of a perfon of fuch an education,- 

and 
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and whom they had long known fo much their infe- 
rior, though it could not be denied, that he filled the 
places he held with great abilities. 

The Duke no fooner found the Parliament difpofed 
to a good opinion of him, and being well alTured of 
the Prince's fall kindnefs, than he projeded the ruin 
of this bold rival of his, of whom he faw clearly 
enough that the King had fo good an opinion, that it 
would not be in his fole power to crufh him, as he 
had done others in the fame and as high a flation* 
And fo he eafily procured fome leading men 'in the 
Houfe of Commons, to caufe an impeachment for fe- 
vcral corruptions and mifdemeanors to be fent up to 
the Houfe of Peers againft that great Miniftcr, whom 
they had fo lately known their equal in that Houfe ; 
which (belides their natural inclination to that kind 
of corredlion) difpofed them with great alacrity to 
this profecution. The wife King knew well enough 
the ill confequence that muft attend fuch an a<5livity; 
and that it would fhake his own authority in the 
chQice of his own miniftcrs, when they fhould find, 
that their fecurity did not depend folely upon his own 
protedlion : which breach upon his kingly power was 
fo much without a precedent, (except one unhappy 
one piade three years before, to gratify likewife a 
private* difpleafure), that the like had not been prac- 
tifcd in very many years. 

When this profecution was firft entered upon, and" 
that the King clearly difcemed it was contrived by 
the Duke, and that he had likewife prevailed with, the 
Prince to be well pleafed with it ; his Majefty fent 
for them, and with much warmth and pailion dif- 
fuaded them* from appearing farther in it; and con-» 
jured them ^^ to ufe all their iaterell and authority 
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^' to reftrain it, as fuch a wound to the Crown, that 
" would not be eafily healed." And when he found 
the Duke unmoved by all the confiderations^ and ar- 
guments^ and commands he had offered, he faid, in 
great choler, " By God, Stenny, you are a fool, and 
** will Shortly repent this folly, and will find, that, in 
^^ this fit of popularity, you are making a rod, with 
•^ which you will be fcourged yourfelf." And turning 
in fome anger to the Prince, told him, " That he 
would live to have his belly full of p^liament im- 
peachments: and when I ihall be dead, you will 
have too much caufe to remember, how much you 
** have contributed to the weakening of the Crown, 
** by the two precedents you are now fo fond of;** 
intending as well the engaging the Parliament in the 
w^, as the profecution of the Earl of Middlefex. 

But the Duke*8 power (fupported by the Prince's 

countenance) was grown fo great in the two Houfes^ 

^hat it was in vain for the King to interpofe ; and fo 

(notwithftanding fo good a defence made by the 

Earl, that he was abfolved from any notorious crime 

hy the impartial opinion of many of thofe who 

lieard all the evidence) he was at lafi: ccmdemned in a 

great fine to a long and ftrift imprifonment, and ne- 

Ver to fit in Parliament during his life : a claufe of 

iuch a nature as was never before found in any judg* 

ment of Parliament, and, in truth, not to be infilled 

upon any Peer but by attainder. 

' How much alienated foever the King's afi^dioa 

^as in truth from the Duke, upon thefe three provo^ 

<^ations; i. The Prince's journey into Spain j a. The 

engaging the Parliament to break the match and 

treaty with Spain, and to make a war againft thatt 

crowns and 3. The facrificing th^ £arl-o( Middle- 

• - fex 
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iex in fuch a manner, upon his own animofity ; yet 
he was fo far from thinking fit to manifefl it, (except 
in whifpers to very few men), that he was prevailed 
with to reftrain the Earl of Brifiol upon his firft ar- 
rival, without permitting him to come into his pre- 
icnce^ which he had poiitively promifed, and refolved 
to do ; and in the end fufiered his Attorney General The Eari or 
to exhibit a charge of high treafon, in his Majeily's cofed in^ 
oame^ againft the faid Earl, who was thereupon com- ^^^'*°**"'" 
mitted to the Tower ; but fo little dejedled with it, 
that he anfwered the articles with great fkeadinefs and 
unconcernednefs, and exhibited another charge of Accufot the 
high treafon againfl the Duke in many particulars. 

And in this order and method the war was haflily 
entered into againft Spain, and a new treaty fet on 
foot for the Prince of Wales with the daughter of 
France ; which was quickly concluded, though not 
fully completed till after the death of King James ; 
who, in the fpring following, after a fhort indifpo-f 
fition by the gout, fell into an ague, which, meeting 
many humours in a fat, unwieldy body of fifty- eight 
years old, in four or five fits carried him out of the k. Jamct 
world. After whofe death many fcandalous and libel- ***' 
lous difcourfes were raifed, without the leaft colour or 
ground ; as appeared upon the ftridteft and moft nu- 
licious examination that could be made, long after, 
in a time of licence, when nobody was afraid of of- 
fending majefty, and when profecuting the higheft 
reproaches and contumelies againft the royal family 
was held very meritorious. 

Upon the death of King James, Charles Prince of Prince 
Wales fucceeded to the Crown, with as univerfal a^eSbhiS!!' 
joy in the people as can be imagined, and in a con- ** P^^^ 
jundlur^, wh^n all the other parts of Chriftendom, »« <»vour. 
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being engaged in war, were very folicitous for his 
friendfhip; and the more, becaufe he had already 
difcovered an aAivity, that was not like to fufFer him 
to fit ftill. The Duke continued in the fame degree 
of favour at the leaft with the fon, which he had enjoy- 
ed fo many years under the fether. A rare felicity ! fel- 
dom known, and in which the expeftation of very 
many was exceedingly difappointed ; who, knowing 
the great iealoufy and indignation that the Prince 
had heretofore conceived againft the Duke, for hav- 
ing been once very near ftriking him, expelled that 
he would now remember that infolence, of which he 
then fo often complained ; without confidering the 
opportunity the Duke had, by the converfation with 
the Prince, during his journey into Spain, (which was 
fo grateful to him), and whilft he was there, to wipe 
out the memory of all former overfights, by making 
them appear to be of a lefs magnitude than they had 
been underftood before, and to be excufable from 
other caufes, ftill being fevere enough to himfelf for 
Tiis unwary part, whatfoever excufes he might make 
for the excefs ; and by this means to make new vows 
for himfelf, and to tie new knots to reftrain the 
Prince from future jealoufies. And it is very true, 
his hopes in this kind never failed him ; the new 
King, from the death of the old even to the death of 
the Duke himfelf, difcovering the moft entire confi- 
dence in, and even friendfliip to him, that ever King 
had fhewed to any fubjeft : all preferments in Church 
and State given by him ; all his kindred and friends 
promoted to the degree in honour, or riches, or of- 
fices, that he thought fit, and all his enemies and en- 
viers difcountenanced as he appointed. 

But a Parliament was neceflary to be called, as at 

the 
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the entrance of all Kings to the Crown, for the con-$i"<^, , 

° . Charles's 

tinuance of lome fupplies and revenue to the King, firfi Par- 
which have been ftill ufed to be granted in that fea- Jailed. 
fon. And now he quickly found how prophetic the 
laft King's predictions had proved, and were like to 
prove. The Parliament that had fo ralhly advanced 
the war, and fo paffionately adhered to his perfon, 
jvas now no more ; and though the Houfe of Peers 
conliflied ftill of the fame men, and moft of the priii-* 
cipal men of the Houfe of Commons were again eleft- 
ed to ferve in this Parliament, yet they were far from 
wedding the war, or taking themfelves to be concerned 
to make good any declaration made by the former : fo 
that, though the war was entered in, all hope of obtain- 
ing money to carry it on was even defperate ; and the 
afFe<5lion they had for the Duke and confidence in 
^im was . not then fo manifeft, as the prejudice they 
had now, and animoiity againft him, was vifible to all 
the world : all the aftions of his life ripped up and 
furveyed, and all malicious glofles made upon all he 
had faid and all he had done : votes and remon- 
ftrances paffed againft him as an enemy to the pub- 
Jic ; and his ill management made the ground of 
their refiifal to give the King that fupply he had rea- 
fon to expeA, and was abfolutely neceflary to the 
ftate he was in. And this kind of treatment was fo ill 
fuited to the Duke's great fpirit, which indeed might 
have ealily been bowed, but could very hardly be 
broken, that it wrought contrary efFedls upon his high 
mind, and his indignation, to find himfelf fo ufed by 
the fame men. For they who flattered him moft be- 
fore, mentioned him now with the greateft bitternefs 
and acrimony ; and the fame men who had called 
him our faviour, for bringing the Prince fafe out of 

P 4 Spain, 



49 THE HISTORY BookI. 

Spain, called him now the corrapter of the King, and 
betrayer of the liberties of the people, without im- 
puting the leaft crime to him, to have been commit- 
ted iince the time of that exalted adulation, or that 
was not then as much known to them, as it could be 
now ; fo fluctuating and unfteady a teftimony is the 
applaufe of popular councils. 
ThitPtoiia. This indignation, I (ay, fo tranfported the Duke^ 
the next that he thought neceffary to publiih and manifeft a 
i^Jm o "g^'W^ter contempt of them than he ihould have done ; 
the Duke, caufing this and the next Parliament to be quickly 
diflblved, as^ foon as they ieemed to entertwi coun- 
fels not grateful to him, and before he could well de- 
termine and judge what their temper was in truth like 
to prove : and upon every diiTolution, fuch as had 
given any offence were imprifoned or difgracedi 
new projefts were every day fet on foot for money, 
which ferved only to offend and incenfe the people, 
and brought little fupplies to the King's occaiions, 
yet raifed a great ftock for expoilulatioh, murmur, 
and complaint, to be expofed when other fupplies 
fhould be required. And many perfons of the beft 
quality and condition under the Peerage were com- 
mitted to feveral prifons, with circumflances imufual 
and unheard of, for refuiing to pay money required 
by thofe extraordinary ways ; and the Duke himfelf 
would paf&onately fay, and frequently do, many 
things, which only grieved his friends and incenfed 
his enemies, and gave them as well the ability as the 
inclination to do him much harm. 
Awarde- In this fatal conjuncture, and after many feveral 
Ffince. coftly embaflies into France, in the lafl of which the 
Duke himfelf went, and brought triumphantly home 
with him the Queen, to the joy of the nation ; in a 
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ime, when all endearours fhould have been ufed to 
lave extinguiihed that war, in which the King was 
b unhappily engaged againft Spain, a new war was as 
precipitately declared againft France ; and the fleet, 
iiat had been unwarily deligned to have furprifed 
Gales, under a General very unequal to that great 
i7ork, was no fooner returned without fucce(s, and 
mUk much damage, than it was repaired, and the 
irmy reinforced for the invalion of France ; in which 
the Duke was General himfelf, and nude that unfor- 
tunate defcent upon the Ifle of Rhe, which was quick- 
ly afterwards attended with many unprofperous at- 
tempts, and then with a miferable retreat, in which 
the flower of the army was loft. So that how ill fo- 
ever Spain and France were inclined to .each other, 
diey were both bitter enemies to England; whilfk 
En^and itfelf was fo totally taken up with the 
thought of revenge upon the perfon who they thought 
had been the caufe of their difhrefs, that they never 
confidered, that the fad efie£ts of it (if not inftantly 
provided againft) muft inevitably deftroy the king- 
dom ; and gave no truce to their rage, till the Duke 
finiihed his courfe by a wicked aifaffination in the 
fourth year of the King, and the thirty-lixth of his 
agp. 

John Felton, an obfcure man in his own perfon,The ai&A. 
who had been bred a foldier, and lately a Lieutenantthe Duke ot 
of a foot company, whofe Captain had been killed h^. ^' 
upon the retreat at the Ifle of Rh£, upon which he 
conceived that the company of right ought to have 
been conferred upon him, and it being refufed to him 
by the Duke of Buckingham, General of the army, 
had given up his commiffion of Lieutenant, and with- 
drawn himfelf from the army. He was of a melan^ 
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cholic nature, and had little converfation with any- 
body, yet of a Gentleman's family in Suffolk, of 
good fortune and reputation. From the time that he 
had quitted the army, he refided m London ; when 
the Houfe of Commons, tranfported with paliion and 
prejudice againft the Duke of Buckingham, had ac- 
cufed him to the Houfe of Peers for feveral mifde- 
meanors and mifcarriages, and in fome declaration 
had ftylod him, " the caiife of all the evils the king- 
^' dom fufFered, and an enemy to the public.'* 

Some tranfcripts of fuch expreffions (for the late 
licence of printing all mutinous and feditious dif- 
courfcs was not yet in falhion) ^d fome general in- 
veftives he met vfrith amongft the people, to whom 
that great man was not grateful, wrought fo'far upon 
this melancholic Grentleman, that, by degrees, and (as 
he faid upon fome of his examinations) by frequently 
hearing fome popular preachers in the City, (who yet 
were not arrived at the prefumption and impudence 
they have been lince tranfported witli), he believed he 
ihould do God good fervice, if he killed the Duke ; 
which he fhortly after refolved to do. He chofe no 
other inftrument to do it with than an ordinary knife, 
which he bought of a common Cutler for a fhilling : 
and, thus provided, he repaired to Portfmouth, where 
he arrived the eve of St. Bartholomew. The Duke 
was then there, in order to prepare and make ready 
ihe fleet and the army, with which he refolved in 
few days to tranfport himfelf to the relief of Rochelle, 
which was then ftraitly befieged by the Cardinal 
Richelieu ; and for the relief whereof the Duke was 
the more obliged, by reafon that, at his being at the 
•Ifle of Rhe, he had received great fupplies of viftuals, 
•and fome companies of their garrifon from that town, 

the 
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the want of both which they were at this time very 
fenfible of, and grieved at. 

This morning of St. Bartholomew the Duke had re- 
ceived letters, in which he was advertifed that Rochelle 
had relieved itfelf; upon which he diredled that his 
breakfaft might fpeedily be made ready, and he 
would make hafte to acquaint the King with the good 
news, the Court being then at Southwick, the houfe 
of Sir Daniel Norton, five miles from Portfmouth. 
The chamber wherein he was dreffing himfelf was 
fiill of company, of perfons of quality, and officers of 
the fleet and armv. 

There was Monlieur de Soubize, brother to the 
Duke of Rohan, and other French Gendemen, who 
.were very folicitous for the embarkation of the army, 
and for the departure of the fleet for the relief of 
Rochelle ; and they were at that time in much trouble 
and perplexity, out of apprehenfion that the news the 
Duke had received that morning might flacken the 
preparations for the voyage, which their impatience 
and intereft perfuaded them were not advanced with 
expedition ; and fo they had then held much difcourfe 
with the Duke of the impoflibility that his intelli- 
gence could be true, and that it was contrived by the 
artifice and dexterity of their enemies, in order to 
abate the warmth and zeal that was ufed for their re- 
lief, the arrival of which relief thofe enemies had fo 
much reafon to apprehend ; and a little longer delay in 
fending it would eafe them of that terrible apprehen- 
fion, their forts and works toward the fea and in the 
harbour being almoft finiflied. 

This difcourfe, according to the natural cuftom of 
that nation, and by the ufual dialed): of that language, 
was held with that paiTon and vehemence^ that the 

ftanders 
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ftandcrs by, who underftood not French, did believe 
that they were angry, and that they ufed the Duke 
rudely. He being ready, and informed that his break- 
faft was ready, drew towards the door, where the 
hangings were held up; and, in that very pailage^ 
turning himfelf to fpeak with Sir Thomas Fryer, a 
Colonel of the army, who was then fpeaking near his 
ear, he was on the fudden ftruck over his fhoulder 
upon the breaft with a knife ; upon which, without 
uiing any other words but, *^ The villain hath killed 
^' me," and in the fame moment pulling out the knife 
himfelf, he fell down dead^ the knife having pierced 
his heart. 

No man had feen the blow, or the man who gave 
it; but in the confufion they were in, every man 
made his own conjeAure, and declared it as a thing 
known ; moll agreeing that it was done by the 
French, from the angry difcourfe they thought they 
had heard from them. And it was a kind of a miracle, 
that they were not all killed in that inflant ; the fober 
fort, that preferved them from it, having the fame 
opinion of their guilt, and only referving them for 
a more judicial examination and proceeding. 

In the crowd near the door there was found upon 
the ground a hat, in the inlide whereof there was fewed 
upon the crown a paper, in which were writ four or 
five lines of that declaration made by the Houfe of 
Commons, in which they had ilyled the Duke an 
enemy to the kingdom, and under it a fhort ejacula^ 
tion or two towards a prayer. It was eafily enough 
concluded that the hat belonged to the perfon who 
had committed the murder : but the difficulty re- 
mained ftill as great, who that perfon ihould be ; for 
the writing difcovered nothing of the name; and 

who- 
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whofoever it was^ it was very natural to believe that 
he was gone fiur enough not to be found without % 
hat. 

in thb buny, one running one way^ another an<» 
other way, a man was fecn walking before the door 
very compoiedly without a hat ; whereupon one cry« 
bg out, ^< Here is the fellow that killed the Duke ;** 
upon which others run thither, every body aiking, 
•^ Which is he? Which is he?" To which the man 
without the hat very compofedly anfwered, *^ I am 
^ he.** Therei^pon feme of thofe who were moft fu- 
rious, fuddenly run upon the man with their drawn 
fwords to kill him: but others, who were at leaft 
equally concerned in the lofs, and in the fenfe of it, 
defended him ; himfelf with open arms very calmly 
and cheerfully expoiing himfelf to the fUry and 
fwords of the moft enraged, as being very willing to 
fall a facrifice to their fudden anger, rather than to be 
kept for that deliberate jufiice, which he knew muft 
be executed iipon hinu 

He was now known enough, and eafily difcovered 
to be that Felton, whom we mentioned before, who 
had been a Lieutenant in the army. He was quickly 
carried into a private room by the perfons of the beft 
condition, fome whereof were in authority, who firft 
thought fit fo far to difiemble, as to mention the 
Duke only grievoufly wounded, but not without hope 
of recovery. Upon which Felton fmiled, and laid, he 
knew well enough he had given him a blow, that had 
determined all their hopes. Being then afked (which 
was the difcovery princ^ally aimed at) by whofe in- 
ftigation he had performed that horrid and wicked 
ad, he anfwered them with a wonderful affurancq, 
^ That they ibould AOt trouble themfelves in that en- 

«* quiry j 
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'' quiiy ; that no macn living had credit or power 
'* enough with him, to halve engaged or difpofed him 
*^ to fuch an aftion ; that he. had never intrufted his 
*^purpofe and refolution to any man; that it pro- 
^' ceeded only from himfelf and the impulfe of his 
*^ own confcience ; and that the motives thereunto 
*^ would appear, if his hat were found, in which he 
^^ had therefore fixed them, beQiufe he* believed it very 
^^ probable that he might perifh in the attempt. He 
'^ confefled that he had come to the towii but the 
*^ night before, and had kept his lodging, that he 
might not be feen or taken notice of ; and that he 
had come that morning to the Duke^s lodging, 
where he had waited at the door for his coming outv 
and when he found, by the motions within, that he 
was coming, he drew to the door, as if he held up 
the hanging ; and Sir Thomas Fryer fpeaking with 
•* the Duke, as hath been faid, and being of a much 
'^ lower ftature than the Duke, who a little inclined 
** towards him, he took the opportunity of giving 
*^^ the blow over his Ihouldcrs." 

He fpoke very frankly of what he had done, and 
bore the reproaches of thofe who fpoke to him, with 
the temper of a man who thought he had not done 
amifs. But after he had been in prifon fome time, 
where he was treated without any rigour, and with 
humanity enough ; and before, and at his trial, which 
was about four months after, at the King's Bench bar, 
he behaved himfelf with great modefty and wonderful 
repentance ; being, as he faid, convinced in his con- 
fcience, that he had done wickedly, and afked the 
pardon of the King, the Duchefs, and of all the 
Duke*s fervants, whom he acknowledged to have of- 
fended ; and very earnefUy befought the Judges, that 
^ . . he 
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he might have his hand ftruck off, with which he had 
performed that impious a6l, before he Ihould be put 
to death. 

The Court was too near Portfmouth, and too many The Kings 
Courtiers upon the place, to have this murder (fo[h"nJ^! 
barbarous in the nature and circumftances, the likcpj^l^.^ 
whereof had not been known in England many ages)*^^*^^- 
long concealed from the King. His Majefty was at 
the public prayers of the Church, when Sir John 
Hippefly came into the room, with a troubled coun- 
tenance, and, without any paufe in refpetft of the ex . 
crcife they were performing, went direAly to the 
King, and whifpered in his ear what had fallen out. 
His Majefty continued unmoved, and without the 
leaft change in his countenance, till prayers were 
ended ; when he fuddcnly departed to his chamber, 
and threw himfelf upon his bed, lamenting with 
much paflion, and with abundance of tears, the lofs 
he had of an excellent fervant, and the horrid manner 
in which he had been deprived of him ; and he con- - " 
tinued in this melancholic difcompofure of mind 
many tiays* 

Yet his manner of receiving the news in public, 
when it was firtt brought him in the prefence of fa 
many, (who knew or faw nothing of the paflion he' 
cxprefled upon his retreat), made many men believe, 
that thp accident was not very ungrateful; at leaft, 
that it was very indifterent to him ; as being rid of a 
fervant very ungracious to the people, and the preju- 
dice to whofe perfon exceedingly obftruftcd all over- 
tures made in Parliament for his fervice. 

And, upon this obfcrtation, perfons of all condi- 
tions took great licence in fpeaking of the perfon of 
the Duke, and diifedling all his infirmities, believing 

they ^ 
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they ihould not tliereby incur any difpleafure of the 
King's. In which they took very ill meafures ; for 
from that time almoft to the time of his own deaths 
the King admitted very few into any degree of truft, 
who had ever difcovered themfelves to be enemies to 
the Duke^ or againft whom he had manifefted a nota^ 
blc prejudice. And fure never any prince exprcfled a 
more lively regret for the lofs of a fervant, than his 
Majefly did for this great man, in his conftant favour 
and kindnefs to his wife and children^ in all offices of 
grace towards his fervants^ and in a wonderful folicit- 
ous care for the payment of his debts ; which^ it is 
very true, were contradled for his Majefty's fervicc ; 
though in fuch a manner, that there remained no evi- 
dence of it, nor were any of the Duke's officers in-* 
trufted with the knowledge of it, nor any record 
kept of it, but in the King's own generous memory. 
A ehinacr This great man was a perfon of a noble nature, and 
Duke. generous difpofition, and of fuch other endowments, 
as made him very capable of being a great favourite 
to a great king. He underftood the arts of a court, 
and all the learning that is profefTed there, exadUy well. 
By long practice in bufinefs, under a mailer that dif* 
courfed excellently, and furely knew all things won- 
derfully, and took much delight in indodhinating his 
yoimg unexperienced favourite, who, he knew, would 
be always looked upon as the workmanfhip of his own 
hands, he had obtained a quick conception, and ap- 
prehenfion of bufinefs, and had the habit of fpeaking 
very gracefully and pertinently. He was of a moft 
flowing courtefy and afiability to all men who made 
any addrefs to him ; and fo deiirous to oblige them, 
that he did not enough coniider the value of the ob-* 
ligation^ or the merit of the perfon he chofe to oblige ; 

from 
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from which much of his misfortune refulted. He 
was of a courage not to be daunted, which was mani- 
fefted in all his aftions, and in his contefts with par- 
ticular perfons of the greateft reputation ; and efpe- 
cially in his whole demeanor at the Ifle of Rh6, both 
at the landing and upon the retreat ; in both which 
no man was more fearlefs, or more ready to expofe 
himfelf to the higheft dangers. His kindnefs and af- 
fection to his friends was fo vehement, that they were 
as fo many marriages for better and worfe, and fo 
many leagues ofFenlive and defenfive ; as if he thought 
himfelf obliged to love all his friends, and to make 
war upon all they were angry with, let the caufe be 
what it would. And it cannot be denied that he was 
an enemy in the fame excefs, and profecuted thofe 
he looked upon as his enemies with the utmoft rigour 
and animoiity, and was not eaiily induced to recon- 
ciliation. And yet there were fome examples of his 
receding in that particular. And when he was in the 
higheft palRon, he was fo far from ftooping to any dif- 
fimulation, whereby his difpleafure might be con- 
cealed and covered till he had attained his revenge, 
(the low method of courts), that he never endeavoured 
to do any man an ill office, before he firft told him 
• what he was to expeft from him, and reproached him 
with the injuries he had done, with fo much genero- 
fity, that the perfon found it in his power to receive 
further fatisfaftion, in the way he would choofe for 
himfelf. 

In this manner he proceeded with the Earl of Ox- 
ford, a man of great name in that time, and whom he 
had endeavoured by many civil offices to make his 
friend, and who feemed equally to incline to the 
friendihip : when he difcovered (or^ as many thought, 

VOL. I. s but 
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but fufpe(^ed) that the Earl was entered into fome 
cabal in Parliament againft him ; he could not be dif- 
fuaded by any of his friends, to whom he imparted 
his refolution ; but meeting the Earl the next day, he 
took him aiide, and after many reproaches for fuch. 
and fuch ill offices he had done him, and for break- 
ing his word towards him, he told him, ^* he would 
*^ rely no longer on his friendfhip, nor Ihould he ex- 
^^ peft any further friendfhip from him, but, on the 
^^ contrary, he would be for ever his enemy, and do 
*^ him all the mifchief he could." The Earl, (who, 
as many thought, had not been faulty towards him, 
was as great-hearted as he, and thought the very 
fufpeAing him to be an injury unpardonable,) without 
any reply to the particulars, declared, " that he nei- 
*' ther cared for his friendfhip, nor feared his hatred j'* 
and from thence avowedly entered into the converfk- 
tion and confidence of thofe who were always awake 
to difcover, and folicitous to purfue, any thing that 
might prove to his difadvantage ; which was of evil 
confequence to the Duke, the Earl being of the mofk 
ancient of the nobilit)', and a man of great courage, 
and of a family which had in no time fwerved from 
its fidelity to the Crown. 

Sir Francis Cottington, who was Secretary to the 
Prince, and not grown courtier enough to diffemble 
his opinion, had given the Duke offence before hi^ 
journey into Spain, as is before touched upon, and 
improved that prejudice, after his coming thither, by 
difpofing the Prince all he could to the marriage of 
the Infanta ; and by his behaviour after his return, in 
ju£l:ifying to King James, who had a very good opi- 
nion of him, the fincerity of the Spaniard in the trea- 
ty of the marriage^ ^^ That they did in truth defire it^ 

• ** and 
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^ and were fiiUy rcfolved to gratify his Majefty in the 
bulinefs of the Palatinate ; and only deli red, in the 
manner of it, to gratify the Emperor and the Duke 
** of Bavaria all they could, which would take up 
^* very little time." All which being fo contrary to 
the Duke's purpofes and refolutions, his difpleafure 
to Cottington was fufHciently manifeft. And King 
James was no fooner dead, and the new officers and 
orders made, but the profits and privileges which had 
ufed to be continued to him who had been Secretary, 
till feme other promotion, were all retrenched. And 
when he was one morning attending in the privy 
lodgings, as he was accuftomed to do, one of the Se-* 
cretaries of State came to him, and told him, ^^ that it 
'• was the King's pleafure he fhould no more prefume 
** to come into thofe rooms ;** (which was the firft 
inftance he had received of the King's disfavour ;) and 
at the fame inilant the Duke entered into that quar- 
ter. Sir Francis Cottington addrefled himfelf to- 
wards him, and defired " he would give him leave to 
** fpeak to him :" upon which the Duke inclining his 
ear, moved to a window from the company, and the 
other told him, " that he received every day frefh 
•* marks of his feverity ;" mentioned the meflage 
which had been then delivered to him, and deiired 
only to know, ^' whether it could not be in his power, 
*^ by all dutiful application, and all poifible fervice, 
•• to be reftored to the good opinion his Grace had 
•* once vouchfafed to have of him, and to be admitted 
** to ferve him ?" The Duke heard him without 
the leail commotion, and with a countenance ferene 
enough, and then anfwerpd him, " That he would deal 
*• very clearly with him ; that it was utterly impoffi- 
** ble to bring that to pafs which he had propofed : 

B a . *' that 
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" that he was not only firmly refolved never to truft 
** him, or to have to do with him; but that he was, 
and would be always, his declared enemy ; and 
that he would do always whatfoever ftiould be in 
•' his power to ruin and deftroy him, and of this 
" he might be moil aflured :" without mentioning 
any particular ground for his fo heightened difplea- 
fure. 

The other very calmly replied to him, (as he was 
mafter of an incomparable temper) " That fince he 
was refolved never to do him good, he hoped, from 
his juftice and generofity, that he would not fuflfer 
himfelf to gain by his lofs ; that he had laid out by 
his command fo much money for jewels and pic- 
tures, which he had received : and that, in hope of 
his future favour, he had once prefented a fuit of 
*^ hangings to him, which coft him 800I. which he 
*^ hoped he would caufe to be reftored to him, and 
^^ that he would not let him be fo great a lofer hy 
^' him." The Duke anfwered, " he was in the right ; 
^^ that he Ihould the next morning go to Oliver, (who 
*^ was his receiver), and give him a particular account 
^* of all the money due to him, and he Ihould pre- 
*' fently pay him :" v/hich was done the next morn- 
ing accordingly, without the leaft abatement of any of 
his demands. 

And he was fo far reconciled to him before his 
death, that being refolved to make peace with Spain, 
to the end he might more vigoroully purfue the war 
with France, (to which his heart was moft paffionate- 
ly fixed), he fent for Cottington to come to him, and 
after conference with him, told him, *' the King would 
^^ fend him Ambaflador thither, and that he fhouldat- 
^< tend him at Portfmouth for his difpatch/' 

His 
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His fingle misfortune was, (which indeed was produc- 
tive of many greater), that he never made a noble and a 
worthy friendihip with a man fo near his equal, that 
be would frankly advife him for his honour and true 
intereft, againft the current, or rather the torrent, of 
his impetuous paflions ; which was partly the vice of 
the time, when the Court was not replenilhed with 
great choice of excellent men ; and partly the vice of 
the pcrfons who were moft worthy to be applied to, 
and looked upon his youth, and his obfcurity before 
his rife^ as obligations upon him to gain their friend- 
Ihips by extraordinary application. Then his afcent 
was fo quick, that it feemed rather a flight than a 
growth ; and he was fuch a darling of fortune, that 
he was at the top before he was well feen at the bot- 
tom ; and, as if he had been born a favourite, he was 
fupreme the firft month he came to Court ; and it 
was want of confidence, not of credit, that he had not 
all at firft, which he obtained afterwards ; never meet- 
ing with the leaft obftru6lion from his fetting out, till 
he was as great aa he could be : fo that he wanted de-r 
pendants before he thought he could want coadjutors. 
Nor was he very fortunate in the election of thofe 
dependants, very few of his fervants having been ever 
qualified enough to aflift or advife him; and they 
were intent only upon growing rich under him, not 
upon their mafter's growing good as well as great : 
infomuch as he was throughout his fortune a much 
wifer man than any fervant or friend he had. 

Let the fault or misfortune be what or whence it 
will, it may reafonably be believed, that, if he had 
been blefled with one faithful friend, who had been 
qualified with wifdom and integrity, that great perfon 
woul4 l^^ve comnutted ^ few faults^ aad done> as 

E 3 tranfcen- 
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tranfccndent worthy a^iions^ as any man who Itii 
in fuch a fphere in that age in Europe. For he ^ 
of an excellent difpofition, and of a mind very ca] 
ble of advice and coimfel. He was in his nature j 
and candid, liberal, generous, and bountiful ; nor i 
it ever known, that the temptation of money fwa] 
him to do an unjuft or unkind thing. And thou 
he left a very great cftate to his heirs -, confided 
the vaft fortune he inherited by his wife, the f 
daughter and heir of Francis Earl of Rutland, 
owed no part of it to his own induflry or folicitat]< 
but to the impatient humour of two Kings his m 
ters, who would make his fortime equal to his tit} 
and the one as much above other men, as the otl 
was. And he confidered it no otherwife than 
theirs, and left it at his death engaged for the Crom 
alnioft to the value of it, as is touched upon I 
fore. 

If he had an immoderate ambition, with which 
was charged, and is a weed (if it be a weed) apt 
grow in the beft foils ; it doth not appear that it v 
in his nature, or that he brought it with him to t 
Court, but rather found it there, and was a garme 
neceflary for that air. Nor was it more in his povs 
to be without promotion, and titles, and wealth, th 
for a healthy man to fit in the fun in the bright< 
dog-days, and remain without any warmth. He nee 
cd no ambition, who was fo feated in the hearts of t% 
fuch mailers. 

There are two particulars, which lie heavieft up< 
his memory, either of them aggravated by circun 
fiances very important, and which adminifl:er freque 
occafions by their effects to be remembered. 

The firft, his engaging his old unwilling mafl:er ar 
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the kingdom in the war with Spain, (not to mention 
the bold journey thither, or the breach of that match), 
in a time when the Crown was fo poor, and the peo- 
ple more inclined to a bold enquiry, how it came to 
be fo, than dutiful to provide for its fupply: and 
this only upon perfonal animolities between him and 
the Duke of Olivarez, the fole favourite in that 
Court, and thofe animolities from very trivial provo- 
cations, which flowed indeed from no other fountain, 
than that the nature and education of Spain reflrained 
men from that gaiety and frolic humour, to which 
the Prince's Court was more inclined. And Olivarez 
had been heard to cenfure very feverely the Duke*^ 
familiarity and want of refpeA towards the Prince, (a 
crime monftrous to the Spaniard), and had faid, that 
** if the Infanta did not, as foon as fhe was married, 
^* fupprefs that licence, Ihe would herfelf quickly un- 
•• dergo the mifchief of it ;'* which gave the firfl 
alarm to the Duke to apprehend his own ruin in that 
union, and accordingly to ufe all his endeavours to 
break and prevent it : and from that time he took all 
occafions to quarrel with and reproach the Conde 
Duke. 

One morning the King defired the Prince to take 
the jur, and to vifit a little houfe of pleafure he had 
(the Prado) four miles from Madrid, flanding in a 
forefl, where he ufed fometimes to hunt ; and the 
Duke not being ready, the King and the Prince and 
the Infante Don Carlos went into the coach, the 
King likewife calling the Earl of Briilol into that 
coach to aflift them in their converfation, the Prince 
then not fpeaking any Spanifh ; and left Olivarez to 
follow in the coach with the Duke of Buckingham. 
When the Duke came, they went into the coach, ac- 
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companied with others of both nations, and proceeded 
very cheerfully towards the overtaking the King : but 
when upon the way he heard that the Earl of Briftpl 
was in the coach with the King, he broke out into a 
great paffion, reviled the Conde Duke as the contriver 
of the affront, reproached the Earl of Briftol for his 
prefumption, in taking the place which in all refpefts 
belonged to him, who was joined with him as Am- 
bafiador extraordinary, and came lafl from the pre- 
fence of his Mafler, and refolved to go out of the 
coach, and to return to Madrid. Olivarez eafily dif- 
covered by the diforder, and the noife, and the tone, 
that the Duke was very angry, without comprehend- 
ing the caufe of it ; only found that the Earl of Brif- 
tol was often named with fuch a tone, that he began 
to fufpeft what in truth might be the caufe. And 
thereupon he commanded a gentleman, who was on 
horfeback, with all fpeed to overtake the King's 
coach, and defire that it might flay ; intimating, that 
the Duke had taken fome difpleafure, the ground 
whereof was not enough underflood. Upon which 
the King's coach flayed; and when the other ap- 
proached within diflance, the Conde Duke alighted, 
and acquainted the King with what he had obferved,' 
and what he conceived. The King himfelf alighted, 
made great compliments to the Duke, the Earl of 
Briflol excufing himfelf upon the King's command, 
that he fhould ferve as interpreter. In the end Don 
Carlos went into the coach with the favourite, and 
the Duke and the Earl of Briflol went with the King 
and the Prince ; and fo they profecuted their jour- 
ney, and after dinner returned in the fame manner to 
Madrid. * 

This, with all the circumflances of it, adminiflered 
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wonderful occalion of difcourfe in the Court and 
country, there never having been fuch a comet feen 
in that hemifphere ; their fubmifs reverence to their 
princes being a vital part of their religion. 

There were very few days pafled afterwards, in 
which there was not fome manifeftation of the higheft 
difpleafure and hatred in the Duke againft the Earl 
of Briftol. And when the Conde Duke had fome 
eclairciifement with the Duke, in which he made all 
the proteftations of his lincere affe<ftion, and his delire 
to maintain a clear and faithful friendfhip with him, 
which he conceived might be, in fome degree, ufeful 
to both their matters ; the other received his protefta- 
tions with all contempt, and declared, with a very un- 
ncceflary franknefs, " that he would have no friend- 
*^ fhip with him." 

• The next day after the King returned from accom- 
panying the Prince towards the fea, where, at parting, 
there were all poffible demonftrations of mutual affec- 
tion between them ; the King caufed a fair pillar to 
be erecfted in the place where they laft embraced each 
other, with infcriptions of great honour to the Prince; 
there being then in that Court not the leaft fufpicion, 
or imagination, that the marriage would not fucceed. 
Infomuch that afterwards, upon the news from Rome, 
that the difpenfation was granted, the Prince having 
left the Defponforios in the hands of the Earl of Brif- 
tol, in which the Infante Don Carlos was conftituted 
the Prince's proxy to marry the Infanta on his be- 
half; ihe was treated as Princefs of Wales, the Queen 
gave her place, and the Englifh Ambaffador had fre- 
quent audiences, as with his miftrefs, in which he 
would not be covered : yet, I fay, the very next day 
after the Prince's departure from the King, Mr. Clark, 

one 
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one of the Prince's bedchamber, who had formerly 
ferved the Duke, was fent back to Madrid, upon pre- 
tence that fomewhat was forgotten there, but in truths 
with orders to the Earl of firiftol not to deliver the 
Defponforios (which, by the articles, he was obliged 
to do within fifteen days after the arrival of the dif-* 
penfation) until he fhould receive further orders from 
the Prince, or King, after his return into England. 

Mr. Clark was not to deliver this letter to the Am* 
baifador, till he was fure the difpenfation was come ; 
of which he could not be advertifed in the infhmt. 
But he lodging in the Ambaffador's houfe, and falling 
iick of a calenture, which the phyficians thought 
would prove mortal, he fent for the Earl to come to 
his bed fide, and delivered him the letter before the 
arrival of the difpenfation, though long after it wat 
known to be granted ; upon which all thofe ceremo-« 
nies were performed to the Infanta. 

By thefe means, and by this method, this great af« 
fiair, upon which the eyes of Chriilendom had been fo 
long fixed, came to be difiblved, without the leafk 
mixture with, or contribution from, thofe amours^ 
which were afterw^ds fo confidently difcourfed of. 
For though the Duke was naturally carried violently 
to thofe pafiions, when there was any grace or beauty 
in the objefl: -, yet the Duchefs of Olivarez, of whom 
was the talk, was then a woman fo old, paft children, 
of fo abjedt a prefence, in a word, fo crooked and 
^ deformed, that Ihe could neither tempt his appetite, 
nor magnify his revenge. And whatfoever he did af- 
terwards in England was but tueri opus, and to profe* 
cute the defign he had, upon the reafon and provoca- 
tion aforefaid, fo long before contrived during his 
abode in Spaixu 

The 
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The other particular, by which he involved himfclf 
in fo many fatal intricacies, from which he could ne- 
ver extricate himfelf, was, his running violently into 
the war with France, without any kind of provocation, 
and upon a particular paflion very unwarrantable. In 
his embafly in France, where his perfon and prefence 
was wonderfully admired and efteemed, (and in truth 
it was a wonder in the eyes of all men), and in which 
he appeared with all the luftre the wealth of England 
could adorn him with, and outfliined all the bravery 
that Court could drefs itfelf in, and overadled the 
whole nation in their own moft peculiar vanities ; he 
had the ambition to fix his eyes upon, and to dedi« 
catc his mofl violent afFeftion to, a Lady of a very 
fublime quality, and to purfue it with moft importu- 
nate addreffes ; infomuch as when the King had 
brought the Queen his fifler as far as he meant to do, 
and delivered her into the hands of the Duke, to be 
by him condu<5led into England ; the Duke, in his 
journey, after the departure from that Court, took a 
refolution once more to make a vilit to that great 
Lady, which he believed he might do with much pri- 
vacy. But it was fo eafily difcovered, that provilion 
was made for his reception ; and if he had purfued 
his attempt, he had been without doubt affafUnated ; 
of which he had only fo much notice, as ferved him 
to decline the danger. But he fwore, in the inftant, 
*• that he would fee and fpeak with that Lady, in 
^' fpite of the flrength and power of France.'* And 
from the time that the Queen arrived in England, he 
took all the ways he could to undervalue and exafpe- 
rate that Court and nation, by caufing all thofe who 
fled into England from the juftice and difpleafure of 
that King, to be received and entertained here, not 

only 
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only with ceremony and fecurity, but with bounty 
and nugnificence ; and the more extraordinary the 
perfons were, and the more notorious their King's dif- 
pleafure was towards them, (as in that time there were 
very many lords and ladies in thofe circumftanccs), 
the more refpedlfully they were received and efteem- 
cd. He omitted no opportunity to incenfe the King 
againft France, and to difpofe him to aflift the Hu- 
gonots,* whom he likewife encouraged to give their 
King fome trouble. 

And, which was worfe than all this, he took great 
pains to leflen the King's afFeftion towards his young 
Queen^ being exceedingly jealous, left her interefk 
might be of force enough to crofs his other deligns : 
and in this ftratagem, he fo far fwerved from the in- 
ftinA of his nature and his proper inclinations, that 
he, who was compounded of all the elements of affa- 
bility and courtefy towards all kind of people, had 
brought himfelf to a habit of negledl, and even of 
rudenefs, towards the Queen. 

One day, when he unjuftly aj^rehended that fhc 
had fhewed fome difrefpeft to his mother, in not go- 
ing to her lodging at an hour Ihe had intended to go, 
and was hindered by a mere accident, he came into 
her chamber in much paffion, and, after fome expof*- 
tulations rude enough, he told her, ^^ fhe (hould re-p 
^' pent it." Her Majefty anfwering with fome quick- 
nefs, he replied infolently to her, " that there had 
^* been queens in England, who had loft their heads." 
And it was univerfally known, that, during his life, 
the Queen never had any credit with the King, with 
reference to any public affairs, and fo could not di- 
vert the refolution of making a war with France. 
• The war with Spain had found the nation in a fur^ 

feit 
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felt of a long peace, and in a difpoiition inclinable 
enough to war with that nation, which might put an 
end to an alliance the moft ungrateful to them, and 
which they moft feared, and from whence no other 
damage had yet befallen them, than a chargeable and 
unfuccefsful voyage by fea, without the lofs of fhips 
or men. But a war with France muft be carried on 
at another rate and expence. Belides, the nation was 
weary and furfeited with the firft, before the fecond 
was entered upon ; and it was very vifible to wife 
men, that when the general trade of the kingdom^ 
from whence the fupport of the Crown principally re- 
fulted, fhould be utterly extinguifhed with France, as 
it was with Spain, and interrupted or obftrudted with 
all other places, (as it muft be, in a great mcafure, in 
a war, how profperoufly foever carried on), the efFedls 
would be very fad, and involve the King in many 
perplexities ; and it could not but fall out accord- 
ingly. 

Upon the return from Cales without fuccefs, though 
all the ihips, and, upon the matter, all the men were 
feen, (for though fome had fo furfeited in the vine- 
yards, and with the wines, that they had been left be- 
hind, the generofity of the Spaniards fent them all 
home again) ; and though by that fleet's putting in at 
Plymouth, near two hundred miles from London, 
there could be but very imperfeA relations, and the 
news of yefterday was contradi6led by the morrow : 
befides that the expedition had been undertaken by 
the advice of the Parliament, and with an univerfal 
approbation of the people, fo that nobody could rea- 
fonably fpeak loudly againft it ; yet, notwithftanding 
all this^ the ill fuccefs was heavily borne^ and imputed 

to 
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to ill conduA ; the principal officers of the fleet and 
army divided amongft themfelves^ and all united in 
their murmurs againft the General, the Lord Vifcount 
Wimbledon ; who, though an old officer in Holland, 
was never thought equal to the enterprize. In a 
word, there was indifpolition enough quickly difco^ 
vered againft the war itfelf, that it was eafily difcern* 
ed it would not be purfued with the vigour it was en- 
tered into, nor carried on by any cheerful contribu- 
tion of money from the public. 

But the nmning into this war with France (from 
whence the Queen was fo newly and joyfully received) 
without any colour of reafon, or fo much as the for- 
mality of a declaration from the King, containing the 
ground, and provocation, and end of it, according to 
cuftom and obligation in the like cafes, (for it was 
cbferved that tlie manifefto which was publifhed was 
in the Duke's own name, who went Admiral and Ge-i 
neral of the expedition), opened the mouths of all 
men to inveigh againft it with all bitternefs, and the 
fudden ill efFedls of it, manifefted in the return of the 
fleet to Portfmouth, within fuch a diftance of London, 
that nothing could be concealed of the lofs fuftained ; 
in which moft noble families found a fon, or a bro- 
ther, or near kinfhian wanting, without fuch circum- 
flances of their deaths as are ufually the confolations 
and recompenfes of fuch cataftrophes. The retreat 
had been a rout without an enemy, and the French 
had their revenge by the diforder and confufion of 
the Engliih themfelves ; in which great numbers of 
noble and ignoble were crowded to' death, or drowned 
without the help of an enemy : and as fome thou- 
fiuids of the common men were wanting, fo few of 
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thofe principal officers who attained to a name in 
war, and by whofe courage and experience any war 
was to be conducted, could be found. 

The efFeds of this overthrow did not at firft ap- 
pear in whifpers, murmurs, and invedives, as the re-- 
treat from Cales had done ; but produced fuch a ge* 
neral conftemation over the face of the whole narion, 
as if all the armies of France and Spain were united 
together, and had covered the land : mutinies in the 
fleet and army, under pretence of their want of pay, 
(whereof no doubt there was much due to them), but 
in truth, out of deteilation of the fervice, and the au* 
thority of the Duke. The counties throughout the 
kingdom were fo incenfed, and their affections poi* 
foned, that they refufed to fuffer the foldiers to be 
billetted upon them ; by which they often underwent 
greater inconveniences and mifchiefs than they endea-^ 
voured to prevent. The endeavour to raife new men for 
the recruit of the army by preffing (the ufual method 
that had commonly been pradlifed upon fuch occa« 
fions) found oppofition in many places ; and the autho- 
rity by which it was done not fubmitted to, as being 
counted illegal. This produced a refort to martial law, 
by which many were executed ; which raifed an afpe-* 
rity in the minds of more than of the common people. 
And this diflemper was fo univerfal, that the leaflr fpark 
ftiU meeting with combuftible matter enough to make 
a flame, all wife men looked upon it as the predi<5lion 
of the deftrudlion and difTolution that would follow. 
Nor was there a ferenity in the countenance of any 
man, who had age and experience enough to coniider 
things to come ; but only in thofe who wifhed the 
deftrudlion of the Duke, and thought it could not be 
piuchaiied at too dear a price, and looked upon this 

flux 
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flux of humours as an inevitable way to bring it to 
pafs. 

And it cannot be denied, that from thefe two wars 
fo wretchedly entered into, and the circumftances be- 
fore mentioned, and which flowed from thence, the 
Duke's ruin took its date ; and never left purfuing 
him, till that execrable a6l upon his perfon ; the ma- 
lice whereof was contra6led by that fole evil fpirit of 
the time, without any partner in the confpiracy. And 
the venom of that feafon increafed and got vigour, 
until, from one licence to another, it proceeded till 
the nation was corrupted to that monflxous degree, 
that it grew fatiated, and weary of the government it-* 
felf ; under which it had enjoyed a greater meafure of 
felicity, than any nation was ever poflcfled of; and 
which could never be continued to them, but under 
tht fame government. And as thefe calamities origi- 
nally fprung from the inordinate appetite and pailion 
of this young man, under the too much eaiinefs of two 
indulgent mafters, and the concurrence of a thoufand 
other accidents ; fo^ if he had lived longer, the obfer- 
vation and experience he had gained, which had very 
much improved his underftanding, with the greatnefs 
of his fpirit, and jealoufy of his mafter's honour, (to 
whom his fidelity was fuperior to any temptation), 
might have repaired many of the inconveniences 
which he had introduced, and would have prevented 
the mifchiefs which were the natural efFedls of thofc 
caufes. 
Aniccount There were many ftories fcattered abroad at that 
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tion of the time, 01 leveral prophecies and prediftions of the 
death' Duke's Untimely and violent death. Amongft the 
reft there was one, which was upon a better founda- 
tion of credit than ufually fuch difcourfes are founded 

upon. 
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upon. There was an officer in the King's ward- 
robe in Windfor Caftle, of a good reputation for ho- 
nefty and difcretion, and then about the age of fifty 
years, or more. This man had, in his youth, been 
bred in a fchool, in the parilh where Sir George Villiers, 
the fiither of the Duke, lived, and had been much 
cheriihed and obliged, in that feafon of his age, by 
the faid Sir Greorge, whom afterwards he never faw. 
About fix months before the miferable end of the 
Duke of Buckingham, about midnight, this man be- 
ing in his bed at Windfor, where his office was, and 
in a very good health, there appeared to him, on the 
fide of his bed, a man of a very venerable afpeft, who 
drew the curtains of his bed, and, fixing his eyes 
upon him, aflced him, if he knew him. The poor man, 
half dead with fear and apprehenfion, being aflced the 
iecond time, whether he remembered him ; and hav- . 
log in that time called to his memory the prefence of 
Sir George Villiers, and the very clothes he ufed to 
wear, in which at that time he feemed to be habited, 
he anfwered him, " that he thought him to be that 
*' perfon.*' He replied, '* he was in the right ; that 
** he was the fame, and that he expefted a fervice 
^.^ from him ; which was, that he fhould go from him 
*^ to his fon the Duke of Buckingham, and tell him, 
" if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate himfelf to the 
^.^ people, or, at leafl:, to abate the extreme malice they 
^' had againft him, he would be fuffered to live but a 
" ihort time." After this difcourfe he difappeared ; 
SMid the poor man, if he had been at all waking, fiept 
very well till morning, when he believed all this to 
be a dream, and confidered it no otherwife. 

The next night, or Ihortly after, the fame perfon 
appeared to him again in the fame place, and about the 
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fame time of the night, with an afpe(% a little more 
fevere than before^ and afked him, whether he had 
done as he had required him : and perceiving he had 
not, gave him very fevere reprehenfions ; told him, ** he 
^< expe6^ed more compliance from him ; and that, if 
*^ he did not perform his commands, he fhould enjoy 
'^^ no peace of mind, but fhould be always purfued by 
" him :'* upon which, he promifed him to obey him. But 
the next morning waking out of a good fleep, though 
he was exceedingly perplexed with the lively repre- 
fentation of all particulars to his memory, he was will- 
ing ftill to perfuade himfelf that he had only dreamed ; 
land conlidered, that he was a perfon at fuch a diflance 
from the Duke^ that he knew not how to find any ad-» 
miflion to his prefence, much lefs had any hope to 
be believed in what he fhould fay. So with great 
trouble and unquietnefs, he fpent fome time in think- 
ing what he fhould do, and in the end refolved to do 
nothing in the matter. 

The fame perfon appeared to him the third time, with 
9, terrible coimtenance, and bitterly reproaching him 
for not performing what he had promifed to do,. The 
poor man had by this time recovered the courage to 
tell him, ** That in truth he had deferred the execu- 
" tion of his commands, upon confidering, how diffi* 
" cult a thing it would be for him to get any accefs 
'* to the Duke, having acquaintance with no perfon 
'^ about him *, and if he could obtain admifCon to 
" him, he fhould never be able to perfuade him, that 
'^ he was fent in fuch a manner ; but he fhould at 
" beft be tliought to be mad, or to be fet on and em- 
'^ ployed, by his own or the malice of other men, to 
'^ abufe the Duke 5 and fo he fhould^ be fure to be 
^^ undone.'* The perfon replied, as he had done be- 
fore. 
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fore, ^^ That he fliould never find reft, till he ihould 
" perform what he required ; and therefore he were 
•* better to difpatch it : that the accefs to his fon was 
'^ known to be very eafy ; and that few men waited 
" long for him : and for the gaining him credit, he 
•* would tell him two or three particulars, which he 
'* charged him never to mention to any perfon living, 
** but to the Duke himfelf ; and he fhould no fooner 
*' hear them^ but he would believe all the reft he 
" fhould fay :'* and fo repeating his threats he left 
him. 

In the morning, the poor man, more confirmed by 
the laft appearance, made his journey to London ; 
where the Court then was. He was very well known 
to Sir Ralph Freeman, one of the Matters of Requefts, 
who had married a lady that was nearly allied to the 
Duke, and was himfelf well received by him. To 
him this man went ; and though he did not acquaint 
him with all particulars, he faid enough to him to 
let him fee there was fomewhat extraordinary in it ; 
and the knowledge he had of the fobriety and dif- 
cretion of the man made the more impreflion in him. 
He defired that '* by his means he might be brought 
*^ to the Duke ; to fuch a place, and in fuch a man* 
*' ner, as Ihould be thought fit :'* affirming, " That 
^ he had much to fay to him ; and of fuch a nature^ 
*^ as would require much privacy, and fome time and 
^ patience in the hearing." Sir Ralph promifed ^^ he 
^* would fpeak firft with the Duke of him, and then 
^^ he Ihould underftand his pleafure :" and according- 
ly, in the firft opportunity, he did inform him of the 
reputation and honefty of the man, and then what he 
defired, and of all he knew of the matter. The Duke, 
according to his ufual opennefs and condefcenfion, 

F % told 






68 THE HISTORY Book I. 

told him, '* That he was the next day early to hunt 
with the King j that his horfes Ihould attend him 
at Lambeth-bridge, where he would land by five of 
*^ the clock in the morning ; and if the man attended 
^^ him there at that hour, he would walk, and fpeak 
" with him, as long as fhould be ncceflary/' Sir 
Ralph carried the man with him the next morning, 
and prefented him to the Duke at his landing, who 
received him courteoufly; and walked afide in confer- 
ence near an hour, none but his own fervants being 
at that hour in that place ; and they and Sir Ralph 
at fuch a diftance, that they could not hear a word, 
though the Duke fometimes fpoke, and with great com- 
motion ; which Sir Ralph the more eafily obferved, 
and perceived, becaufe he kept his eyes always fixed 
upon the Duke ; having procured the conference, upon 
fomewhat he knew there was of extraordinary. And 
the man told him in his return over the water, " That 
when he mentioned thofe particulars which were to 
gain him credit, the fubftance whereof he faid he 
durft not impart to him, the Duke's colour changed, 
*^ and he fwore he could come to that knowledge only 
by the Devil; for that thofe particulars were known 
only to himfelf, and to one perfon more, who, he 
was fure, would never fpeak of it." 
The Duke purfued his purpofe of hunting; but 
was obferved to ride all the morning with great pen- 
fivenefs, and in deep thoughts, without any delight 
in the exercife he was upon ; and before the morning 
was fpent, left the field, and alighted at his mother's 
lodgings in Whitehall ; with whom he was fhut up 
for the fpace of t^'o or three hours ; the noife of their 
difcourfe frequently reaching the ears of thofe who 
attended in the next rooms : and when the Duke left 
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her, his countenance appeared foil of trouble, with a 
mixture of anger ; a countenance that was never before 
obferved in him, in any converfation with her, towards 
whom he had a profound reverence. And the Countefs 
herfelf (for though flie was married to a private gen- 
tleman. Sir Thomas Compton, fhe had been created 
Countefs of Buckingham, Ihortly after her fon had 
firft affomed that title) was, at the Duke^s leaving her, 
foimd overwhelmed in tears, and in the higheft agony 
imaginable. Whatever there was of all this, it is a 
notorious truth, that when the news of the Duke's 
murther (which happened within few months after) was 
brought to his mother, flie feemed not in the leaft de- 
gree furprifed 5 but received it as if flie had forefeen 
it ; nor did afterwards exprefs fuch a degree of for- 
row, as was expefted from fuch a mother, for the lofs 
of fuch a fon. 

This digreffion, much longer than it was intended, 
may not be thought altogether improper in this dif- 
courfe. For as the mention of his death was very 
pertinent, in the place, and upon the occafion, it hap- 
pened to be made ; fo upon that occafion it feemed 
the more reafonable to digrefs upon the nature, and 
charafter, and fortune of the Duke ; as being the 
bcft mirror to difcern the temper and fpirit of that 
age, and the wonderful concurrence of many fatal 
accidents, to disfigure the government of two excel- 
lent Kings ; under whom their kingdoms in general 
profpered exceedingly, and enjoyed a longer peace, a 
greater plenty, and in foUer fecurity, than had been in 
any former age. 

And becaufe there was fo total a change of all coun- a profpea 
fels, and in the whole face of the Court, upon the deathandthc Mi- 
of that mighty favourite; all thoughts of war being^hc^'Dakc'g' 
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prcfently laid afide, (though there was a f^nt looking 
towards the relief of Rochelle by the Fleet, that was 
ready under the command of the Earl of Lindfey), and 
the provifions for peace and plenty taken to heart ; it 
will not be unufeful nor vmpleafant to enlarge the di' 
greffion, before a return to the proper fubjed of the dif- 
courfe, by a profpeA of the Conftitution of the Court, 
after that bright ftar was (hot out of the horizon : who 
were the chief Minifters, that had the principal ma- 
nagement of public affairs in Church and State ; and 
how equal their faculties and qualifications were for 
thofe high tranfadions ; in which mention ihall be only 
made of thofe who were then in the highefl truft ; there 
being at that time no ladies, who had difpofed them* 
felves to intermeddle in bufinefs : and hereafter, when 
that adlivity begun, and made any progrefs, it will be 
again necefTary to take a new furvey of the Court upon 
that alteration. 
Of the Lord Sir Thomas Coventry was then Lord Keeper of the 

Keeper Co- 

Yenuy. Great Seal of England, and newly nude a*Baron. He 
was a fon of the Robe, his father having been a Judge 
in the Court of the Common Pleas ; who took great 
care to breed him, though his firfl bom, in the fhidy 
of the Common Law ; by which he himfelf had been 
promoted to that degree ; and in which, in the So* 
ciety of the Inner Temple, his fon made a notable 
progrefs, by an early eminence in pra6lice and learn* 
ing ; infomuch as he was Recorder of London, Soli- 
citor General, and King's Attorney, before he -was 
forty years of age. A rare afcent ! All which offices 
he difcharged with great abilities, and fingular repu- 
tation of integrity. In the firfl year after the death 
of King James, he was advanced to be Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England (the ufual advancement from 

the 
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the office of Attorney General) upon the removal of 
the Bifhop of Lincoln ; who, though a man of great 
wit and good fcholaftic learning, was generally thought 
fo very unequal to the place, that his remove was the 
only recompence and fatisfadtion that could be made 
for his promotion. And yet it was enough known, 
that the difgrace proceeded only from the private dif- 
pleafure of the Duke of Buckingham. The Lord Co- 
ventry enjoyed this place with an univerfal reputa- 
tion (and fure juftice was never better adminiftered) 
for the fpace of about fixteen years, even to his 
death, fome months before he was fixty years of age ; 
which was another important circmnftance of his fe- 
licity, that great office being fo flippery, that no man 
had died in it before for near the fpace of forty 
years. Nor had his fuccelTors, for fome time after 
him, much better fortune. And he himfelf had ufe 
of all his ftrength and ikill (as he was an excellent 
wrcfUer in this kind) to preferve himfelf from falling, 
in two ihocks : the one given him by the Earl of 
Portland, Lord High Treafurer of England; the other 
by the Marquis of Hamilton, who had the greateft 
power over the afFedtions of the King of any man of 
that time. 

He was a man of wonderful gravity and wifdom ; 
and underftood not only the whole fcience and myf- 
tcry of the law, at leaft equally with any man who had 
ever fate in that place ; but had a clear conception of 
the whole policy of the government both of Church 
and State, which, by the unflcilfulnefs of fome well 
meaning men, juftled each the other too much. 

He knew the temper, difpofition, and. genius of the 
kingdom moft exaftly ; faw their fpirits grow every 
day more fturdy, inquifitive, and impatient ; and 
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therefore naturally abhorred all innovations, which he 
forefaw would produce ruinous efFefts. Yet many, 
who flood at a diftance, thought that he was not adkivc 
and ftout enough in oppofing thofe innovations. For 
though, by his place, he prefidcd in all public coun- 
. fels, and was moil iharp-lighted in the confequence 
of things ; yet he was fcldom known to fpeak in mat- 
ters of ftate, which, he well knew, were for the moft 
part concluded, before they were brought to that 
public agitation ; never in foreign affairs, which the 
vigour of his judgment could well have comprehend- 
ed ; nor indeed freely in any thing, but what imme- 
diately and plainly concerned the juftice of the king- 
dom ; and in that, as much as he could, he procured 
references to the Judges. Though in his nature he 
had not only a firm gravity, but a feverity, and 
even fome morofity ; yet it was fo happily tempered^ 
and his courtefy and affability towards all men fo 
tranfcendent, and fo much without afFeAation, that it 
marvelloully recommended him to all men of all de- 
grees, and he was looked upon as an excellent Cour- 
tier, without receding from the native fimplicity of 
his own manners. 

He had, in the plain way of fpeaking and delivery, 
without much ornament of elocution, a flrange power 
of making himfelf believed, the only juflifiable deiign 
of eloquence : fo that though he ufed very frankly to 
deny, and would never fufFer any man to depart from 
him with an opinion that he was inclined to gratify, 
when in truth he was not, holding that diffimulation 
to be the worft of lying ; yet the manner of it was fo 
gentle and obliging, and his condefcenfion fuch, to 
inform the perfons whom he could not fatisfy, that 
few departed frona him with ill will, and ill wilhes. 

But 
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But then, this happy temper and thefe good facul- 
ties rather preferved him from having many enemies, 
and fupplied him with fome well-wilhers, than fur- 
nifhed him with any fail and unlhaken friends ; who 
are always procured in courts by more ardour, and 
more vehement profeffions and applications, than he 
would fufFer himfelf to be entangled with. So that 
he was a man rather exceedingly liked, than paffion- 
ately loved : infomuch that it never appeared, that 
he had any one friend in the Court, of quality enough 
to prevent or divert any difadvantage he might be 
expofed to. And therefore it is no wonder, nor to be 
imputed to him, that he retired within himfelf as 
much as he could, and flood upon his defence witli- 
out making defperate fallies againft growing mif- 
chiefs ; which, he well knew, he had no power to 
hinder, and which might probably begin in his own 
ruin. To conclude; his fecurity conlTlled very much 
in his having but little credit with the King ; and he 
died in a feafon moft opportune, in which a wife man 
would have prayed to have finifhed his courfe, and 
which in truth crowned his other lignal profperity in 
the world. 

Sir Richard Wefton had been advanced to theofth© 
white flafF, into the office of Lord High Treafurer offur« wST 
England, fome months before the death of the Dukep"/^5^°^ 
of Buckingham ; and had, in that fhort time, fo much 
difobliged him, at leafl difappointed his expedlation, 
that many, who were privy to the Duke's mofl fecret 
purpofes, did believe, that, if he had outlived that 
voyage in which he was engaged, he would have re- 
moved him, and made another Treafurer. And it is 
very true, that great office too had been very flippery, 
and not faft to thofe who had trufted themfelves in 
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it : infomuch as there were at that time five noble 
perfons alive, who had all fucceeded one another im- 
mediately in that unfteady charge, without any other 
perfon intervening : the Earl of Suffolk ; the Lord 
Vifcount Mandevile, afterwards Earl of Manchefter i 
the Earl of Middlefex ; and the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough, who was removed under pretence of his age 
and dilability for the work, (which had been a better 
reafon againft his promotion, fo few years before, that 
his infirmities were very little increafed), to make 
room for the prefent officer ; who, though advanced 
by the Duke, may properly be faid to be efiabliflied 
by his death. 

He was a gentleman of a very ancient extraction 
by father and mother. His education had been 
very good amongft books and men. After fomc 
years ftudy of the law in the Middle Temple, he tra- 
relied into foreign parts, and at an age fit to make ob- 
fervations and reflexions ; out of which, that which 
is commonly called experience is conftituted. After 
this he betook himfelf to the Court, and lived there 
fome years s at that diftance, and with that awe, as 
was agreeable to the modefl:y of the age, when men 
were feen fome time before they were known ; and 
well known before they were preferred, or durft pre- 
tend to it. 

He fpent the beft part of his fortune fa fair one, 
that he inherited from his father) in his attendance at 
Court, and involved his friends in fecurities with him, 
who were willing to run his hopefiil fortune, before 
he received the leaft fruit from it, but the coimtc- 
nance of great men and thofe in authority, the moft 
natural and moft certain ftairs to afcend by. 

He was then fent Ambaflador to the Arch- Dukes, 

Albert 
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Albert and Ifabella, into Flanders ; and to the Diet in 
Germany, to treat about the reftitution of the Palati- 
nate ; in which negociation he behaved himfelf with 
great prudence, and with the concurrent teftimony of 
his being a wife man, from all thofe princes and am- 
bafladors with whom he treated. 

Upon his return, he was made a Privy-Counfellor, 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the place of the 
Lord Brooke, who was either perfuaded, or put out of 
the place ; which, being an office of honour and truft, 
is likewife an excellent ftage for men of parts to 
tread, and expofe themfelves upon ; where they have 
occafions of all kinds to lay out and fpread all their 
faculties and qualifications moft for their advantage. 
He behaved himfelf very well in this fimdlion, and -^ 
appeared equal to it ; and carried himfelf fo luckily 
in Parliament, that he did his mailer much fervice, 
and preferved himfelf in the good opinion and accep- 
tation of the Houfe ; which is a bleffing not indulged 
to many by thofe high powers. He did fwim in thofe 
troubled and boifterous waters, in which the Duke of 
Buckingham rode as Admiral, with a good grace, 
when very many who were about him were drowned, 
or forced on Ihore with flirewd hurts and bruifes: 
which ihewed he knew well how and when to ufe his 
limbs and ftrength to the beft advantage ; fometimes 
only to avoid finking, and fometimes to advance and 
get ground : and by this dexterity he kept his credit 
with thofe who could do him good, and loft it not 
with others, who defircd the deftruftion of thofe up- 
on whom he moft depended. 

He was made Lord Treafurer in the manner and at 
the time mentioned before, upon the removal of the 
Earl of Marlborough, and few months before the 

death 
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death of the Duke. The former circumftance, which 
is often attended by compalfion towards the degrad- 
ed^ and prejudice towards the promoted, brought him 
no difadvantage : for befides the delight that feafbn 
had in changes, there was little reverence towards the 
perfon removed ; and the extreme vifible poverty of 
the Exchequer Iheltered that province from the envy 
it had frequently created, and opened a door for 
much applaufe to be the portion of a wife and provi- 
dent minifter. For the other, of the Duke's deaths 
though fome, who knew the Duke's paffions and pre- 
judice, (which often produced rather fudden indifpo* 
lition, than obftinate refolution), believed he would 
have been Ihortly cafliiered, as fo many had lately 
been ; and fo that the death of his Founder was a 
greater confirmation of him in the office, than the 
delivery of the white ftaflF to him had been : yet ma- 
ny other wife men, who knew the Treafurer's talent 
in removing prejudice, and reconciling himfelf to 
wavering and doubtful affeAions, believed, that the 
lofs of the Duke was very unfeafonable ; and that the 
awe or apprehenfion of his power and difpleafure Was a 
very neceffary alloy for the impetuofity of the new 
officer's nature, which needed fome reftraint and 
check, for fome time, to his inmioderatc preteacesi 
and appetite of power. 

He did indeed appear on the fudden wonderfully 
elated, and fo far threw off his old siffe&ation to 
pleafe fome very much, and to difpleafe none, in 
which art he had excelled, that in few months after the 
Duke's death he found himfelf to fucceed him in the 
public difpleafure, and in the malice of his enemies, 
without fucceeding liim in his credit at Court, or in 
the afFedlion of any confiderable dependants. And 

yet. 
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yet, though he was not fuperior to all other men in ' 
the affedtion, or rather refignation, of the King, fo 
that he might difpenfe favours and disfavours accord^ 
ing to his own ele(5lion, he had a full fhare in his 
mafter*s efteem, who looked upon him as a wife and 
able fcrvant, and worthy of the truft he repofed in 
Jum, and received no other advice in the large bufi- 
nefs of his revenue ; nor was any man fo much his 
fuperior, as to be able to lefTen him in the King's af- 
fe(5Uon by his power. So that he was in a pofl, in 
which he might have found much eafe and delight, if 
he could have contained himfelf within the verge of 
his own province, which was large enough, and of 
fuch extent, that he might, at the fame time, have 
drawn a great dependence upon him of very confider- 
able men, and have appeared a very ufeful and profit- 
able minifter to the King ; whofe revenue had been very 
loofely managed during the late years, and might, by 
induftry and order, have been eafily improved : and 
no man better underftood what method was neceffary 
towards that good hufbandry, than he. 

But I know not by what frowardnefs in his ftars, 
he took more pains in examining and inquiring into 
ether men's offices, than in the difcharge of his own ; 
and not fo much joy in what he had, as trouble and 
agony for what he had not. The truth is, he had fo 
vehement a defire to be the fole favourite, that he 
had no relifh of the power he had : and in that con* 
tention he liad many rivals, who had credit enough to 
do him ill offices, though not enough to fatisfy their 
own ambition; the King himfelf being refolved to hold 
the reins in his own hands, and to put no further 
truft in others, than was necefTary for the capacity 
they ferved in. Which refolution in his MajefVy was 
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no fooner believed, and the Treafurer's pretence taken 
notice of, than he found the number of his enemies 
exceedingly increafed, and others to be lefe eager 
in the purfuit of his firiendfhip ; and every day difco* 
vered fome infirmities in him, which being before 
known to few, and not taken notice of, did now ex* 
pofe him both to public reproach, and to private ani- 
moiities ; and even his vices admitted thofe contra^ 
didtions in them^ that he could hardly enjoy the plea* 
fant fruit of any of them. That which firft expofed 
him to the public jealoufy, which is always attended 
with public reproach, was the concurrent fufpicion of 
his religion. His wife and all his daughters were de« 
clared of the Roman, religion : and though he him« 
felf, and his fons, fometimes went to Churchy he wai 
never thought to have zeal for it ; and his domeftic 
converfation and dependants, with whom only he uied 
entire freedom, were all known Papifts^ and were be^ 
lieved to be agents for the reft. And yet, with all 
this difadvantage to himfelf, he never had repatadaa 
and credit with that party, who were the only people 
of the kingdom who did not believe him to be of 
their profeffion. For the penal laws (thofe only ex- 
cepted which were fanguinary, and even thof; fooae* 
times let loofe) were never more rigidly executed, nor 
had the Crown ever fo great a revenue from them, as 
in his time ; nor did they ever pay fo dear for the h-< 
Vours and indulgences of his ofiice towards them. 

^o man had greater ambition to make his family 
great, or ftronger defigns to leave a great fortune to 
it. Yet his expences were fo prodigious, efpecially 
in his houfe, that all the ways he ufcd for fuppiy, 
which were all that occurred, could not ferve his 
turn ; infomuch that he contra&ed fo great debts, 

(the 
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(the anxiety whereof, he pretended, broke his mind, 
and reftrained that attention and induftry, which was 
neceilary for the due execution of his office), that the 
King was pleafed twice to pay his debts ; at leaft, to* 
wards it, to diXburfe forty thoufand pounds in ready 
money out of his Exchequer. Beiides, his Majefty 
gave him a whole foreft (Chute foreft in Hamplhire) 
and much other land belonging to the Crown; which 
was the more taken notice of, and murmured againft, 
becaufe, being the chief miniiler of the revenue, he 
was particularly obliged, as much as in him lay, to 
prevent, and even oppofe, fuch diiinherifon ; and be* 
cauic, under that obligation, he had, avowedly and 
iimrly, crofTed the pretences of other men, and re- 
firained the King's boimty from being exercifed aU 
mofl to any. And he had that advantage, (if he had 
made the right ufe of it), that his credit was ample 
enough (feconded by the King's own experience, and 
obfervation, and inclination) to retrench very much 
of the late unlimited expences, and efpecially thofe of 
bounties ; which from the death of the Duke ran in 
narrower channels, and never fo much overflowed as 
towards himfelf, who ftopped the current to other 
men. 

He was of an imperious nature, and nothing wary 
in difobliging and provoking other men, and had too 
much courage in oiFending and incenling them : but 
after having offended them, he was of fo unhappy a 
feminine tamper, that he was always in a terrible 
fright and apprehenfion of them. 

He had not that application, and fubmiilion, and 
reverence for the Queen, as might have been expect- 
ed from his wifdom and breeding, and often crofTed 
her pretences and defires, with more rudenefs than 

was 
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was natural to him. Yet he was impertinently foli- 
citous to know what her Majefty faid of him in pri- 
vate, and what refentments Ihe had towards him. 
And when by fome confidents, who had their ends 
upon him from thofe offices, he was informed of fomc 
bitter expreffions fallen from her Majefty, he was fo 
exceedingly afflifted and tormented with the fenfe of 
it, that fometimes by paifionate complaints and repre- 
fentations to the King; fometimes by more dutiful 
addreffes and expoftulations with the Queen, in be- 
wailing liis misfortune ; he frequently expofed him- 
felf, and left his condition worfe than it was before ; 
and the eclaircifTement commonly ended in the difco- 
very of the perfons from whom he had received his 
moft fecret intelligence. 

He quickly loft the charafter of a bold, flout, and 
magnanimous man, which he had been long reputed 
to be in worfe times ; and, in his moft profperous fea- 
fon, fell under the reproach of being a man of big 
looks, and of a mean and abjedt fpirit. 

There was a very ridiculous ftory at that time in 
the mouths of many, which, being a known truths 
may not be unfitly mentioned in this place, as a kind 
of illuftration of the humour and nature of the man. 
Sir Julius Ceefar was then Mafter of the Rolls, and 
had, inherent in his office, the indubitable right and 
difpofition of the Six-Clerks' places; all which he had, 
for many years, upon any vacancy, beftowed to fuch 
perfons as he thought fit. One of thofe places was 
become void, and defigned by the old man to his fon 
Robert Cafar, a lawyer of a good name, and exceed- 
ingly beloved. The Lord Treafurer (as he was vigi- 
lant in fuch cafes) had notice of the Clerk's expiration 
io fQon, that he procured the King to fend a meflage 

to 
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to the Maftcr of the Rolls, exprcfsly forbidding him 
to difpofe of that Six-Clerk's place, till his Majefty's 
pleafure fhould be fiirther made known to him. It 
was the firft command of that kind that had been 
heard of, and was felt by the old man very fenlibly. He 
was indeed very old, and had outlived moft of his 
fiiends, fo that his age was an objection againft him ; 
many perfons of quality being dead, who had, for re- 
compenfe of fervices, procured the reverfion of his 
office. The Treafurer found it no hard matter fo for 
to terrify him, that (for the King's fervice, as was 
pretended) he admitted for a Six-Clerk a perfon re- 
conunended by him, (Mr. Fern, a dependant upon 
him), who paid fix thoufand pound ready money; 
which, poor man ! he lived to repent in a gaol. This 
work being done at the charge of the poor old man, 
who had been a Privy-Counfellor from the entrance 
of King James, had been Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and ferved in other offices ; the depriving him 
of his right made a great noife : and the condition of 
his fon, (his father being not likely to live to have the 
difpofal of another office in his power), who, as was 
fiud before, was generally beloved and efteemed, 
was argument of great compaffion, and was lively and 
luccefsfblly reprefented to the King himfelf ; who 
was gracioufly pleafed to promife, that, ** if the old 
** man chanced to die before any other of the Six- 
* ** Clerks, that office, when it Ihould fall, Ihould be 
^ conferred on his fon, whofoever fhould fucceed him 
** as Mafter of the Rolls :" which might well be pro- 
vided for ; and the Lord Treafurer obliged himfelf (to 
expiate the injury) to procure fome declaration to that 
purpofe, under his Majefty's fign manual ; which, how- 
ever eafy to be done, he long forgot, or negledted. 
VOL. I. G One 
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One day the Earl of TuUibardine, who was nearly 
allied to Mr. Caefar, and much his friend, being with 
the Treafiirer, paffionately afked him, ** Whether he 
*' had done that bulinefs ?" To whom he anfwered 
with a feeming trouble, " That he had forgotten it, 
for which he was heartily forry ; and if he would 
give him a little note in writing, for a memorial, he 
would put it amongft thofe which he would dif- 
patch with the King that afternoon." The Earl 
prefently writ in a little paper. Remember Cafar ; and 
gave it to him ; and he put it into that little pocket, 
where, he faid, he kept all his memorials which were 
firft to be tranfadled. 

Many days paffed, and Coefar never thought of. 
At length, when he changed his clothes, and he who 
waited on him in his chamber, according to cuftom, 
brought him all the notes and papers which were 
left in thofe he had left off, which he then commonly 
perufed ; when he found this little billet, in which 
was only written, Remember Cafar^ and which he had 
never read before, he was exceedingly confounded, 
and knew not what to make or think of it. He fent 
for his bofom friends, with whom he moft confident- 
ly confulted, and fhewed the paper to them, the con-r 
tents whereof he could not conceive ; but that it 
might probably have been put into his hand (becaufo 
it was found in that inclofure, wherein he put allr 
things of moment which were given him) when he 
was in motion, and in the privy lodgings in the 
Court. After a ferious and melancholic deliberation, 
it was agreed, that it was the advertifement from fome 
friend, who durft not own the difcovery : that it 
could fignify nothing but that there was a confpiracy 
againfl his life^ by his many and mighty enemies: 

and 
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and they all knew Cacfar's fate, by contemning or 
negle<5ling fuch animadverfions. And therefore they 
<:oncluded, that he fhould pretend to be indifpofed, 
that he might not ftir abroad all that day, nor that 
any might be admitted to h\^i^ but performs of un- 
doubted aiFedlions ; th^t at night the gates fhould be 
Ihut early, and the porter enjoined to open them to 
liobody, nor to go himfelf to bed till the morning ; 
and that fome fervants Ihould watch with him, left 
violence might be ufed at the gate; and that they 
themfelves, and fome other gentlemen, would lit up 
all the night, and attend the event. Such houfes are 
always in the morning haunted by early fuitors ; but 
it was very late before apy could now get admittance 
into the houfe, the porter haying quittisd fome of 
that arrear of (leep, which he owed tq himfelf for his 
pight's watching ; which he excufed to his acquaint- 
ance, by whifpering to them^ " That his Lord fliould 
have been killed that night, which had kept all the 
houfe from going to bed." And Ihortly after, the Earl 
of TuUibardine alking him, whether he had remember- 
ed Caefar, the Treafurer quickly recoUedled the ground 
of his perturbation, and could not forbear imparting 
it to his friends, who likewife afFedled the cpmmuni-* 
cation, and fo the whole jeft came tq be djfcoyered. 

To conclude, all the honours the King conferre4 
upon him (as he made him a Baron, then an Earl^ 
and Knight of the Gacter ; and above this, gave a 
young beautiful lady nearly allied tq his Majefty, and 
to the Crown of Scotland, in marriage to his eldeft 
fon) could not make him think himfelf great enough. 
Nor could all the King's bounties, nor his own large 
acceflions, raife a. fortune to his heir j but after fix or 
eight years fpent in outward opulency, and inward 
piurmur and trouble that it was not greater ; after vaft 
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fums of money and great wealth gotten, and rather 
confumed than enjoyed, without any fenfe or delight 
in fo great profperity, with the agony that it was no 
greater ; he died unlamented by any ; bitterly men- 
tioned by moft who never pretended to love him, and 
feverely cenfured and complained of by thofe who ex- 
pelled moft from him, and deferved beft of him; and 
left a numerous family, which was in a Ihort time worn 
out, and yet outlived the fortune he left behind him. 
Of the Earl The next great Counfellor of State was the Lord 
ter. Lord "Privy-Seal, who was likewife of a noble extraftion, 
Privy-scai. ^^^ ^£ ^ family at that time very fortunate. His 

grandfather had been Lord Chief Juftice, and left by 
King Harry the Eighth one of the executors of his 
laft will. He was the younger fon of his father, and 
brought up in the ftudy of the law in the Middle 
Temple ; and had paiTed, and, as it were, made a 
progrefs through all the eminent degrees of the Law, 
and in the State. At the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
or thereabouts, he was Recorder of London ; then 
the King*s Serjeant at Law ; afterwards Chief Juftice 
of the King's Bench. Before the death of King 
James, by the favour of the Duke of Buckingham, 
he was raifed to the place of Lord High Treafurer of 
England ; and within lefs than a year afterwards^ by 
the withdrawing of that favour, he was reduced to 
the almoft empty title of Prelident of the Council ; 
and, to allay tlie fenfe of the diftionour, created Vif- 
count Mandevile. He bore the diminution very 
well, as he was a wife man, and of an excellent tem- 
per, and quickly recovered fo much grace, that he 
was made Earl of Manchefter, and Lord Privy-Seal, 
and enjoyed that office to his death ; whilft he faw 
many removes and degradations in all the other of- 
fices of which he had been pofleiTed. 

He 
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He was a man of great induftry and fagacity in bu- 
iinefs, which he delighted in exceedingly ; and pre- 
ferved fo great a vigour of mind, even to his death, 
(when he was very near eighty years of age), that 
fome, who had known him in his younger years, did 
believe him to have much quicker parts in his age, 
than before. His honours had grown fafler upon 
him than his fortunes; which nude him too foli* 
citous to advance the latter, by all the ways which 
offered themfelves ; whereby he expofed himfelf to 
fome inconvenience, and many reproaches, and be- 
came lefs capable of ferving the public by his coun- 
fels and authority ; which his known wifdom, long 
experience, and confeiTed gravity and ability, would 
have enabled him to have done ; moil men confider- 
ing more the perfon that fpeaks, than the things he 
lays. And he was imhappily too much ufed as a 
check upon the Lord Coventry ; and when that Lord 
perplexed their counfels and defigns with inconve- 
nient objedlions in law, the authority of the Lord 
Manchefter, who had trod the fame paths, was ilill 
called upon ; and he did too frequently gratify their 
unjuilifiable defigns and pretences : a guilt and mif- 
chief, all men who are obnoxious, or who are thought 
to be fo, are liable to, and can hardly preferve them^ 
felves from. But his virtues fo far weighed down his 
infirmities, that he maintained a good general reputa- 
tion and credit with the whole nation and people ; he 
being always looked upon as full of integrity and zeal 
to the Proteftant religion, as it was eflablifhed by 
law, and of unqueflionable loyalty, duty, and fidelity 
to the King ; which two qualifications will ever ga^ 
ther popular breath enough to fill the fails, if the 
veffel be competently provided with ballafl. He 

6 3 died 
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died in a lucky time, in the beginning of the Rebel- 
lion, when neither religion, loyalty, law, nor wifdom^ 
could have provided for any man's fecurity. 
Of the Earl The Earl of Arundel was the next officer of Staf^, 
' who, in his own right and quality, preceded the reft 
of the Council. He wa^ generally thought to be a 
proud man, who lived always within himfelf, and to 
liimfelf, converfing little with any who Were in com- 
mon converfation ; fo that he feemed td live as it 
were in another nation, his houfe being a place to 
which all people reforted, who reforted to no other 
place ; ftrangers, or fuch who afFedled to look like 
ftrangers, and drelfed themfelves accordingly. He 
reforted fometimes to the Court, becaufe there only 
was a greater man than himfelf i and went thither the 
feldomer, becaufe there was a greater man than him- 
felf. He lived towards all favourites, and gf-eat offi- 
cers, without any kind of condefcfenfioh ; and rather 
fuffisred himfelf to be ill treated by theit power and 
authority (for he was often in difgrace, and once or 
twice prifoner in the Tower) than to defcend in mak- 
ing any application to them. 

Arid upon thcfe occalions he fpent a great interval 
of his time in feveral journeys into foreign parts, and, 
with his wife and family, had lived fome years in 
Italy, the humour and manners of which nation he 
feemed moft to like and approve, and affisdled to imi- 
tate. He had a good fortune by defcent, and a much 
greater from his wife, who was the fole daughter 
upon the matter (for neither of the two lifters left any 
iflue) of the great houfe of Shrewfbury ; but his ex- 
pences were without any meafure, and always ex- 
ceeded very much his revenue. He was willing to be 
thought a fcholar, and to underftand the moft myfte- 

rious 
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rious parts of antiquity, becaufe he made a wonderful 
and coftly purchafe of excellent ftatues, whilft he was 
in Italy and in Rome, (fome whereof he could never 
obtain permillion to remove from Rome, though he had 
paid for them), and had a rare colle6lion of the moft 
curious medals. As to all parts of learning he was al- 
moft illiterate, and thought no other part of hiftory fo 
conliderable, as what related to his own family; in 
which, no doubt, there had been fome very memorable 
perfons. It cannot be denied that he had in his perfon^ 
in his afpecS):, and countenance, the appearance of a 
great man, which he preferved in his gait and mo- 
tion. He wore and affedled a habit very different from 
that of the time, fuch as men had only beheld in 
the pidlures of the moft conliderable men ; all which 
drew the eyes of moft, and the reverence of many, 
towards him, as the image and reprefentative of the 
primitive nobility, and native gravity of the nobles, 
when they had been moft venerable : but this was 
only his outiide, his nature and true humour being 
much difpofed to levity and delights, which indeed 
were very defpicable and childifti. He was rather 
thought not to be much concerned for religion, than to 
incline to this or that party of any ; and had little 
other afFedtion for the nation or the kingdom, than as 
he had a great Ihare in it, in which, like the great Le- 
viathan, he might fport himfelf ; from which he with- 
drew, as foon as he difcemed the repofe thereof was 
like to be difturbed, and died in Italy, under the fame 
doubtful character of religion in which he lived. 

William Earl of Pembroke was next, a man of an-of wniiam 
other mould and making, and of another fame and|^^^^^^ 
reputation with all men, being the moft univerfally 
i}eloved and efteemed of any man of that age ; and, 
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having a great office in the Court, he made the 
Court itfelf better efteemed, and more reverenced in 
the country. And as he had a great number of 
friends of the bed men, fo no man had ever the con« 
fidence to avow himfelf to be his enemy. He was i 
man very well bred, and of excellent parts, and a 
graceful fpeaker upon any fubje6l, having a good 
proportion of learning, and a ready wit to apply it, 
and enlarge upon it ; of a pleafant and facetious hu- 
mour, and a difpoiition affable, generous, and magni- 
ficent. He was mafter of a great fortune from his 
anceftors, and had a great addition by his wife, another 
daughter, and heir of the Earl of Shrewfbury, which 
he enjoyed during his life, ihe outliving him : but all 
ferved not his expence, which was only limited by 
his great mind, and occafions to ufe it nobly. 

He lived many years about the Court, before in it ; 
and never by it ; being rather regarded and efteemed 
by King James, than loved and favoured. After the 
foul fall of the Earl of Somerfet, he was made Lord 
Chamberlain of the King's houfe, more for the 
Court's fake than his own ; and the Court appeared 
with the more luftre, becaufe he had the government 
of that province. As he fpent and lived upon hb 
own fortune, fo he flood upon his own feet, without 
any other fupport than of his proper virtue and merit; 
and lived towards the favourites with that decency, as 
would not fuffer them to cenfure or reproach his 
Mafter's judgment and eledlion, but as with men of 
his own rank. He was exceedingly beloved in the 
Court, becaufe he never defired to get that for him- 
felf, which others laboured for, but was ftill ready to 
promote the pretences of worthy men. And he was 
equally celebrated in the coimtry, for having re- 

ceived 
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ccivcd no obligations from the Court which might cor- 
nipt or fway his afFeftions and judgment ; fo that all 
who were difpleafed and imfatisfied in the Court, or 
with the Court, were always inclined to put them- 
felves under his banner, if he would have admitted 
them ; and yet he did not fo rejeA them, as to make 
them choofe another Ihelter, but fo far fuflfered them to 
depend on him, that he could reftrain them from break- 
ing out beyond private refentments and murmurs. 

He was a great lover of his country, and of the 
religion and juftice, which he believed could only 
fupport it ; and his friendihips were, only with men of 
thofe principles. And as his converfation was moft 
with men of the moft pregnant parts and underftand- 
iog, fo towards any fuch, who needed fupport or en- 
couragement, though unknown, if fairly recommend- 
ed to him, he was very liberal. Sure never man was 
planted in a Court, that was fitter for that foil, or 
brought better qualities with him to purify that air. 

Yet his memory muft not be flattered, that his vir- 
tues and good inclinations may be believed ; he was 
not without fome allay of vice, and without being 
clouded with great infirmities, which he had in too 
exorbitant a proportion. He indulged to himfelf the 
pleafures of all kinds, almoft in all excelTes. To wo- 
men, whether out of his natural conftitution, or for 
want of his domeftic content and delight, (in which 
he was moft unhappy, for he paid much too dear for 
his wife's fortune, by taking her perfon into the bar- 
gain), he was immoderately given up. But therein he 
likewife retained fuch a power and jurifdiAion over 
his very appetite, that he was not fo much tranfported 
with beauty and outward allurements, as with thofe 
advantages of the mind, as manifefted an extraordi- 
nary 
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nary wit, and fpirit, and knowledge, and adminiftered 
great pleafure in the converfation. To thefe he la*- 
criJficed himfelf, his precious time, and much of his 
fortune. And fome, who were neareft his truft and 
friendlhip, were not without apprehenfion, that his 
natural vivacity and vigour of mind begun to leiTen 
and decline by thofe exceffive indulgences. 

About the time of the death of King James, or pre- 
fently after, he was made Lord Steward of his Ma- 
jefty's houfe, that the ftafF of Chamberlain might be 
put into the hands of his brother, the Earl of Mont^- 
gomery, upon a new contradl of friendfhip with the 
Duke of Buckingham ; after whofe death, he had 
likewife fuch offices of his> as he moft afFedled, of ho^ 
nour and command i none of profit, which he cared 
not for ; and within two years after, he died himfelf 
of an apoplexy, after a full and cheerful fupper. 

A Ihort ftory may not be unfitly inferted, it being 
very frequently mentioned by a perfon of known in^ 
tegrity, whofe charafter is here undertaken to be fet 
down, and who, at that time, being on his way to 
London, met at Maidenhead fome perfons of quality, 
of relation or dependence upon the Earl of Pembroke, 
(Sir Charles Morgan, commonly called General Mor- 
gan, who had commanded an army in Germany, and 
defended Stoad; Dr. Feild, then Bilhop of Saint 
David's ; and Dr. Chafin, the Earl's then Chaplain in 
his houfe, and much in his favour.) At fupper one 
of them drank a health to the Lord Steward : upon 
which another of them faid, *^ that he believed 
*^ his Lord was at that time very merry, for he 
** had now outlived the day, which his tutor Sand- 
" ford had prognofticated upon his nativity he would 
^* not outlive ; but he had done it now, for that 
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"^ was his birth-day, which had comjpleted his age 
*^to fifty years." The next morning, by the time 
they came to Colebrook, they met with the news of 
his death. 

He died exceedingly lamented by men of all qitali«> 
ties, and, left many of his fervants and dependants 
owners of good eftates, raifed out of his employments 
and botmty. Nor had his heir caufe to complain : 
for though his expences had been very magnificent, 
(and it may be the lefs confidered, and his provi- 
dence the lefs, becaufe he had no child to inherit)^ 
iofomuch as he left a great debt charged upon the 
leftate ; yet confidering the wealth he left in jewels, 
plate, and furniture, and the eftate his brother enjoyed 
in the right of his wife (who was not fit to manage 
it hcrfelf) during her long life, he may be juftly faid 
to have inherited as good an eftate from him, as 
he had from his father^ which was one of the beft in 
England. 

The Earl of Montgomery> who was then LordQ^p,,.,.p 
Chamberlain of the houfehold^ and now Earl t)f Pem- Jif ^* °^ 

. . Montgo. 

broke^ and the Earl of Dorfet, were likewife of the mcry. 
Privy-Council ; men of very different talents and qua- 
lifications. The former being a young man, fcarce 
of age at the entrance of King James, had the good 
fortune, by the comelinefs of his perfon, his Ikill, and 
indefatigable induftry in hunting, to be the firft who 
drew the King's eyes towards him with afFedtion ; 
which was quickly fo far improved, that he had the 
reputation of a favourite. Before the end of the firft 
or fecond year, he Was made Gentleman of the King's 
Bedchamber, and Earl of Montgomery j which did 
the King no harm : for befides that he received the 
icing's bounty with more moderation than other men, 

who 
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who fucceedcd him^ he was generally known^ and as 
generally cfteemed ; being the fon of one Earl of 
Pembroke, and younger brother to another, who li- 
berally fupplied his expence, beyond what his annuity 
from his father would bear. 

He pretended to no other qualifications, than to 
underftand horfes and dogs very well, which his 
Mafter loved him the better for, (being, at his firft 
coming into England, very jealous of thofe who had 
the reputation of great parts), and to be believed h©- 
nefk and generous, which made him many friends, and 
left him then no enemy. He had not fate many 
years in that fun-fhine, when a new comet appeared 
in Court, Robert Carr, a Scotfman, quickly after 
declared favourite ; upon whom the King no fooner 
fixed his eyes, but the Earl, without the leaft mur- 
mur or indifpolition, left all doors open for his en- 
trance ; (a rare temper ! and it could proceed from 
nothing, but his great perfeAion in loving field- 
fports) ; which the King received as fo great an obli- 
gation, that he always after loved him in the fecond 
place, and commended him to his fon at his death, 
as a man to be relied on in point of honefty and fide- 
lity ; though it appeared afterwards, that he was not 
ftrongly built, nor had fufKcient ballail to endure a 
ftorm ; of which more will be faid hereafter. 
Of Edward The Other, the Earl of Dorfet, was, to all intentSi 
^^ principles, and purpofes, another man; his perfon 
beautiful, and graceful, and vigorous; his wit plea- 
fant, fparkling, and fublime ; and his other parti of 
learning, and language, of that luftre, that he could 
not mifcarry in the world. The vices he had were 
of the age, which he was not llubborn enough to 
contemn or refifL He was a younger brother, grand- 
child 
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Md to the great Trcafurer Buckhurft, created, at 
lie King^s firft entrance. Earl of Dorfet, who out- 
hred his father, and took care and delight in the 
idacation of his grand-child, and left him a good 
bpport for a younger brother, befides a wife, who 
vas heir to a fair fortune. As his perfon and parts 
iere fuch as are before mentioned, fo he gave them 
lull fcope, without reftraint ; and indulged to his ap^ 
Mite all the pleafures that feafon of his life (tlxe 
[bllefl of jollity and riot of any that preceded, ot 
rncceeded) could tempt or fuggeil to him. 

He entered into a fatal quarrel, upon a fubjedl very 
mwarrantable, with a young nobleman of Scotland, 
he Lord Bruce ; upon which they both tranfported 
hemlelves into Flanders, and attended only by two 
:hirurgeons placed at a diftance, and under an obliga- 
ion not to ilir but upon the fall of one of them, they 
bug^t under the walls of Antwerp, where the Lord 
Bnice fell dead upon the place ; and Sir Edward 
SackviUe (for fo he was then called) being likewife 
bnrt, retired into the next monaftery, which was at 
band. Nor did this miferable accident, which he al- 
nrays exceedingly lamented, make that thorough im-> 
pr^on upon him, but that he indulged ftill too 
□inch to thofe importunate and infatiate appetites, 
even of that individual perfon, that had fo lately em- 
barked him in that defperate enterprize; being too 
orach tinder not to be inflamed with thofe fparks. 

His elder brother did not enjoy his grandfather's 
dtles many years, before they defcended, for want of 
heirsrfnale, to the younger brother. But in thefe few 
years the elder, by an excefs of expence in all the 
ways to which money can be applied, fo entirely con* 
foined almoft the whole great fortune that defcended 

tp 
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to him, that, when he was forced to leave the title to 
his younger brother, he left upon the matter nothing to 
him to fupport it ; which expofed him to many diffi- 
culties and inconveniences. Yet his known great parts» 
and the very good general reputation he ha4 ?icquired, 
notwithftanding his defefts, (for as he w^,$ eminent in 
the Houfe of Commons, whilft he fate there ; fo he 
ihined in the Houfe of Peers, when he came to mevc 
in that fphere), inclined King James to call hioi to hi^ 
Privy-Council before his death. And if be had not 
too much cherifhed his natural conftitution and pro- 
penfity, and been too much grieved and wrung by an 
imeafy and ftrait fortune, he would have been aq 
excellent man of bufinefs ; for he had a very iharp, 
difcerning fpirit, and was a man of an obliging na- 
ture, much honour, and great generofity, and of moil 
entire fidelity to the Crown. 

There were two other perfons of much authority in 
the Coimcil, becaufe of great name in the Court ; as 
they deferved to be, being, without dpubt, two 3\i& ac- 
complifhed courtiers as were found in the palaces of 
all the princes in Europe ; and the greateft (if not too 
great) improvers of that breeding, and thofe qualifi- 
cations, with which courts ufed to be adorned ; the 
Earl of Carlifle, and the Earl of Holland : both, 
(though men of pleafure), by their long experience in 
Court, well acquainted with the affairs, of the king- 
dom, and better verfed in thofe abroad, than any 
other who fat then at that Board. 
Of the Earl The former, a younger brother of a noble family 
ofCaiiiiic. jj^ Scotland, came into the kingdom with King 

James, as a (Jentleman ; under no other charai^er, 
than a perfon well qualified by his breeding in France, 
and by iludy in human learning, in which he bore i 

good 
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good part in the entertainment of the King, who 
much delighted in that exercife ; and by thefe means, 
and notable gracefulnefs in his behaviour, and affabi- 
lity, in which he excelled, he had wrought himfelf 
into a particular intereft with his Mailer, and into 
greater afFedlion and efteem with the whole Englifh 
nation, than any other of that country ; by choofing 
their friendfhips and converfation, and really prefer- 
ring it to any of his own : infomuch as upon the 
King's making him Gentleman of his Bedchamber, 
and Vifcount Doncafter, by his royal mediation (in 
which office he was a moft prevalent prince) he ob- 
tained the fole daughter and heir of the Lord Denny 
to be given him in marriage ; by which he had a fair 
fortune in land provided for any iflue he Ihould 
raife, and which his fon by that Lady lived long to 
enjoy. 

He afcendcd afterwards, and with the expedition 
he deiired, to the other conveniences of the Court. 
He was Groom of the Stole, and an Earl, and Knight 
of the Garter ; and married a beautiful young Lady, 
daughter to the Earl of Northumberland, without 
any other approbation of her father, or concernment 
in it, than fufFering him and her to come into his prer 
fence after they were married. He lived rather in a 
feir intelligence than any friendlhip with the favour- 
ites ; having credit enough with his Matter to provide 
for his Own interefl, and he troubled not himfelf for 
that of other men ; and had no other confideration of 
money, than for the fupport of his luftre ; and 
whilft he could do that, he cared not for money, hav- 
ing no bowels in the point of running in debt, or bor- 
rowing all he could. 

He was furely a man of the greateft expence in his 

own 
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own perfon, of any in the age he lived ; and intra- 
duced more of tliat expence in the excefs of clothes 
and diet^ than any other man ; and was indeed the 
original of all thofe inventions, from which others did 
but tranfcribe copies. He had a great univerfal un- 
derdanding, and could have taken as much delight in 
any other way, if he had thought any other as plea- 
fant, and worth his care. But he found bulinefs was 
attended with more rivals and vexations; and, he 
thought, with much lefs pleafure, and not more in- 
nocence. 

He left behind him the reputation of a very fine 
Gentleman, and a moil accomplifhed Courtier ; and 
after having fpent, in a very jovial life, above four 
hundred thoufand pounds, which, upon a Ihidt com-^ 
putation, he received from the Crown, he left not a 
houfe, nor acre of land, to be remembered by. And 
when he had in his profpecSt (for he was very fharp- 
lighted, and faw as far before him as moft men) the 
gathering together of that cloud in Scotland, which 
Ihortly after covered both kingdoms, he died with as 
much tranquillity of mind to all appearance, as ufed 
to attend a man of more fevere exercife of virtue ; 
and with as little appreheniion of death, which he ex- 
peAed many days. 
Of the Earl The Earl of Holland was a younger fon of a noble 
'houfe, and of a very fruitful bed, which divided a 
numerous iffue between two great fathers ; the eldeft, 
many fons and daughters to the Lord Rich ; the 
younger, of both fexes, to Moimtjoy Earl of Devon- 
fhire. The reputation of his family gave him no 
great advantage in the world, though his eldeft bro- 
ther was Earl of Warwick, and owner of a great for- 
tune { and his younger Earl of Newport, of a very 
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plentiful revenue likewife. He, after fome time fpent 
in France, betook himfelf to the war in Holland, 
which he intended to have made his profeilion ; 
where, after he had made two or three campaigns, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Englifli volunteers, he 
came in the leifure of the winter to vilit his friends 
in England, and the Court, that fhined then in the 
plenty and bounty of King James; and about the 
time of the infancy of the Duke of Buckingham's fa- 
vours, to whom he grew in a fliort time very accepta- 
ble. But his friendfhip was more entire to the Earl 
of Carliile, who was more of his nature and humour, 
and had a generofity more applicable at that time to 
his fortune and his ends. And it was thought by 
many who flood within view, that for fome years he 
fupported himfelf upon the fiuniliarity and ftiendihip 
of the other ; which continued mutually between them 
very many years, with little interruption, to their 
ddsith. 

He was a very handfome man, of a lovely and win- 
ning prefence, and gentle converiation ; by which he 
got fo eafy an admiffion into the Court, and grace of 
King James, that he gave over the thought of further 
intending the life of a foldier. He took all the ways he 
could to endear himfelf to the Duke, and to his con- 
fidence, and wifely declined the receiving any grace 
or favour, but as his donation ; above all, avoided the 
fufpicion that the King had any kindneis for him, 
upon any account but of the Duke, whofe creature 
he delired to be cfteemed, though the Earl of Car- 
lifle*s friend. And he profpered fo well in that pre- 
tence, that the King fcarce made more hafte to ad- 
vance the Duke, than the Duke did to promote the 
other. 

VOL. I. H He 
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He firft preferred him to a wife, the daughter and 
heir of Cope, by whom he had a good fortune j and, 
amongft other things, the manor and feat of Kenfing- 
ton, of which he was Ihortly after made Baron. And 
he had quickly fo entire a confidence in him, that the 
Duke prevailed with the King to put him about his 
fon the Prince of Wales, and to be a Gentleman of his 
Bedchamber, before the Duke himfelf had reafon to 
promife himfelf any proportion of his Highnefs's 
grace and protedtion. He was then made Earl of 
Holland, Captain of the Guard, Knight of the Garter, 
and of the Privy-Council ; fent the firft Ambaflador 
into France to treat the marriage with the Queen, or 
rather privately to treat about the marriage before he 
was AmbaflTador. And when the Duke went to the 
Ifle of Rh^, he trufted the Earl of Holland with the 
command of that army with which he was to be re- 
cruited and affifted. 

In this confidence, and in this pofliure, he was left 
by the Duke when he was killed ; and having the 
advantage of the Queen's good opinion and favour, 
(which the Duke neither had, nor cared for), he made 
all poffible approaches towards the obtaining his truft, 
and fucceeding him in his power ; or rather that the 
Queen might have folely that power, and he only be 
fubfervient to her ; and upon this account he made a 
continual war upon the Earl of Portland the Trcafurer, 
and all others who were not gracious to the Queen, 
or defired not the increafe of her authority. And in 
this ftate, and rmder this proteftion, he received every 
day new obligations from the King, and great boun- 
ties, and continued to flourifh above any man in the 
Court, whilft the weather was fair : but the ftorm did 
no fooner arife^ but he changed fo much^ and de- 
clined 
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clined fo faft from the honour he was thought to be 
maftcr of, that he fell into that condition, which 
there will be hereafter too much caufe to mention, 
and to enlarge upon. 

The two Secretaries of State (who were not in thofe^fthetwo 
days officers of that magnitude they have been fince, of state, su 
being only to make difpatches upon the conclufion of a^d^sir ' 
coimcils, not to govern, or prefide in thofe councils) ^j^'^q, 
were Sir John Coke, who, upon the death of Sir 
Albert Moreton, was, from being Mafter of Re- 
quefb, preferred to be Secretary of State ; and Sir 
Dudley Carleton, who, from his employment in Hol- 
land, was put into the place of the Lord Conway, 
who, for age and incapacity, was at laft removed from 
the Secretary's office, which he had exercifed many 
years with very notable infufficiency ; fo that King 
James was wont plealantly to fay, ^* That Stenny" (the 
Duke of Buckingham) " had given him two very 
♦' proper fervants ; a Secretary, who could neither 
*' write nor read ; and a Groorri of his Bedchamber, 
^* who could not trufs his pointy ;'' Mr. Clark having 
but one hand. 

Of thefe two Secretaries, the former was a man of a 
very narrqw education, and a narrower nature ; having 
continued long in the Univ^rfity of Cambridge, where 
he h^d gotten Latin learning enough ; and afterwards 
in the country in the condition of a private gentle- 
man, till after he w^s fifty years of age ; when, upon 
fopie reputation h^ had for induflry and diligence, he 
was called to fome pAinfiil employment in the office of 
the Navy, which he difcharged well ; and afterwards 
to be Mafter of Requefts, and then to be Secretary 
of State, which he enjoyed to a great age : and was a 
map rather unadorned with any parts of vigour and 

H 4 quicknefS| 



loO THE HISTORY Book I. 

9 

quickiicfs, and unendowed with any notable virtues, 
than notorious for any weaknefs or defecSt of undcr- 
ftanding, or tranfported with any vicious inclinations, 
appetite to money only excepted. His cardinal per- 
fedlion was induftry, and his moft eminent infirmity 
covetoufnefs. His long experience had informed him 
well of the fliate and affairs of England ; but of fo- 
reign tranfa6lions, or the common intereft of Chrif- 
tian princes, he was entirely undifcerning and igno- 
rant. 

Sir Dudley Carleton was of a quite contrary nature^ 
conilitution, and education, and underftood all that 
related to foreign employments, and the condition of 
other princes and nations, very well : but was unac- 
quainted with the government, laws, and cuftoms 
of his own country, and the nature of the people. 
He was a younger fon in a good gentleman's family, 
and bred in Chrift Church, in the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, where he was a Student of the foundation, and a 
yoimg man of parts and towardly expeftation. He 
went from thence early into France, and was foon 
after Secretary to Sir Harry Nevil, the Ambaifador 
there. He had been fent Ambaflador to Venice, where 
he refided many years with good reputation; and 
was no fooner returned from thence into England, 
than he went Ambaflador into Holland, to the 
States General, and refided there when that Synod 
was aflembled at Dort, which hath given the world fo 
much occafion fince for uncharitable difputations, 
which they were called together to prevent. Here 
the Ambaflador was not thought fo equal a fpecftator, 
or afleflbr, as he ought to have been ; but by the in- 
fufions he made into King James, and by his own 
aftivity, he did all he could to difcountenance that 

party 
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party that was moft learned, and to raife the credit 
and authority of the other ; which hath fince proved 
as inconvenient and troublefome to their own country, 
as to their neighbours. 

He was once more Ambaffador extraordinary in 
Holland after the death of King JAmes, and was the 
laft who was admitted to be prefent, and to vote in 
the general affembly of the States, under that cha- 
radler ; of which great privilege the Crown -had been 
pofiefled from a great part of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and through the time of King James to 
that moment; which adminiftered frefti matter of 
murmur for the giving up the towns of the Brill, 
and Flulhing, which had been' done fome years be- 
fore by King James; without which men thought 
thofe States would not have had the courage fo foon 
to hare degraded the Crown of England from a place 
in their councils, which had profpered fo eminently 
under the Ihadow of that power and fupport. As foon 
as he returned from Holland, he was called to tho 
Privy-Council. The making him Secretary of State, 
and a Peer of the Realm, when his eftate was fcarcc 
vifible, was the laft piece of workmanfhip the Duke 
of Buckingham lived to finifh, who feldom fatisfied 
himfelf with conferring a fingle obligation. 

The Duke had obferved, and difcovered, that theThenfcof 
channel, in which the Church promotions had former- ^ud'i*'*^^^ 
ly run, had been liable to fome corruptions, at leaft {jJ'J^^urch. 
to many reproaches ; and therefore had committed 
the fole reprefentation of thofe affairs, and the recom- 
mending to the vacancies which fhould happen, to 
Dr. Laud, then Bifliop of Bath and Wells, and fworn 
of the Privy-Council. And the King, after the 
Duke^s deaths continued that truft in the fame hands, 

H 3 infinitely 
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infinitely to the benefit and honour of the Church, 
though, it may be, no lefs to tlie prejudice of the 
poor Bifhop ; who, too fecure in a good confcience, 
and moft fincere worthy intention, (with which no 
man was ever more plentifully replenilhed), thought 
he could manage and difcharge the place and office 
of the greateft Minifter in the Court (for he was 
quickly made Archbifhop of Canterbury) without the 
leafl: condefcenfion to the arts and ftratagems of the 
Court, and without any other friendfhip, or fupport, 
than what the fplendor of a pious life, and his un- 
polilhed integrity, would reconcile to him: which 
was an unfkilful meafure in a licentious age, and 
may deceive a good man in the befl of times that 
Ihall fucceed ; which expofed him • to fuch a torrent 
of adverfity and mifery, as we fhall have too natural 
an occafion to lament in the following difcourfe, in 
which it will be more feafonable to enlarge upon his 
fingular abilities, and immenfe virtue. 

There were more (too many more) honourable per- 
fons in that time of the Privy-Council, whofe facul-^ 
' ties were not notorious enough to give them any 
great part in the affairs, nor had their advice much 
influence upon them. Other very notable men were 
Shortly after added to the Council, who will hereafter 
be remembered in their proper places and feafons. 
What hath been faid before contains information 
enough of the perfons in employment, and the ftate of 
the Court and Kingdom, when the Duke of Bucking- 
ham was taken from it; by which, and the lively rc- 
fledlions upon the qualities and qualifications of the 
feveral perfons in authority in Court and Council, no 
man could expedt that the vigorous defigns and en- 
CerprizeSji undertaken by the Duke, would be purfued 

with 
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with equal refolution and courage; but that much 
the greater part of them would be wholly Intent 
upon their own accommodations in their fortunes, (in 
which they abounded not), or in their eafe and plea- 
fure, which they moil paffionately afFefted ; having, 
as hath been faid, no other conlideration of the pub- 
lic, than that no difturbance therein might interrupt 
their quiet in their own days : and that the reft, who 
had larger hearts, and more public fpirits, would ex- 
tend their labour, adlivity, and advice, only to fecure 
the empire at home by all peaceable arts, and advance- 
ment of trade, which might gratify the people, and fill 
the empty coffers of the impoverifhed Crown. To / 
which end the moft proper expedients were beft under- 
flood by them, not to enlarge it, by continuing and pro- 
pagating the war ; the ways and means whereof they 
knew not how to comprehend ; and had all the defpe- 
rate imaginations and jealoufies of the end and ne- 
ceflary confequences of it. And fo they all concurred 
(though in nothing elfe) in their unanimous advice to 
the King ** to put the quickeft period he could pofli- 
" bly to the expenfive war againft the two Crowns:" 
and, his Majefty following their advice, a peace was a peace 
made with both, upon better terms and conditions, JJJJo 
and in lefs time, than, from the known impatience of ^^^^"^* 
the war, could reafonably have been expe6led, or 
hoped for. And after fome unquietnefs of the peo- 
ple, and unhappy affaults upon the prerogative by 
the Parliament, which produced its diflblution, and The third 
thereupon fome froward and obftinate difturbances in di^^o\*'^^"' 
trade, there quickly followed fo excellent a compo- 
fure throughout the whole kingdom, that the like 
peace, and plenty, and univerfal tranquillity for ten 
years, was never enjoyed by any nation, and was the 

H 4 more 
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more vifible and manifeft in England, by the fharp 
and bloody war fuddenly entered into between the 
two neighbour Crowns, and the univerfal conflagra^ 
tion, that, from the invaiion of die Swedes, covered 
the whole empire of Germany. And fo we Ihall 
return to the difcourfe, to which this very long 
digreffion hath given a greater interruption than waa 
intended. 
The ill cf- That proclamation, mentioned before, at the break- 
pi ociamati- ing up of the laft Parliament, and which was com- 
uponb[«£nionly underftood '' to inhibit all men to fpeak of 
the fc?o°nd " another Parliament," produced two very ill efFe As 
Psiriiaiacnt. of different natures. It afflided many good men (who 
©therwife were enough fcandalized at thofe diftempers 
which had incenfed the King) to that degree, that it 
made them capable of receiving fome impreffions from 
thofe who were diligent in whifpering and infufing an 
opinion into men, *^ that there was really an intention 
** to alter the form of Government both in Church and 
State ; of which, faid they, a greater inftancd can-* 
not be given, than this public declaring (as it was 
interpreted) that we fhall have no more Parlia- 
** ments." Then, this freedom from the danger of 
fuch an inquisition did not only encourage ill men 
to all boldnefs and licence, but wrought fo far upon 
men lefs inclined to ill, (though not built for ex- 
amples), that they kept not thofe ftridl guards upon 
themfelves they ufed to do ; efpecially if they found 
themfelves above the reach of ordinary juftice, and 
feared not extraordinary, they by degrees thought 
that no fault which was like to find no punifhment. 
Pit)jea» of Supplemental a<Sls of State were made to fupply de- 
feats of laws ; and fo tonnage, and poundage, and 
other duties upon merchandizes^ were colle6ted by 

order 
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dcr of the Board, which had been pofitivcly refufed 
> be fettled by AA of Parliament, and new and 
■eater impolitions laid upon trade : obfolete laws 
ere revived, and rigoroufly executed, wherein the 
ibjed): might be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, 
f too ftri£b a detaining of what was his, to put the 
ing as ftriftly to enquire what was his own. 
By this ill hulbandry the King received a vaft fum That u 
: money from all perfons of quality, or indeed of any hoof. * 
afonable condition throughout the kingdom, upon 
kc law of Knighthood ; which, though it had a 
rundation in right, yet, in the circumftances of pro- 
dding, was very grievous. And no lefs unjuft pro- 
As of all kinds, many ridiculous, many fcandalousji 
1 very grievous, were fet on foot ; the envy and re- 
rdach of which came to the King, the profit to 
rher men : infomuch that, of two hundred thoufand 
3und drawn from the fubjedl, by thefe ways, in a 
»r, fcarce fifteen hundred came to the King's ufe 
r account. To recompenfe the damage the Crown That of re- 

vivinsT Fo* 

iftained by the fale of the old lands, and by the redraws. 
rant of new penfions, the old laws of the Foreft were 
5vived, by which not only great fines were impofed, 
lit great annual rents intended, and like to be fettled 
jrway of contract; which burthen lighted mofl upon 
crfons of quality and honour, who thought them- 
ilvcs above ordinary oppreffions, and were therefore 
ke to remember it with more fharpnefs. Laftly, for That of 
Ipring and magazine that fhould have no bottom, ncyT"*^ 
ad for an everlafting fupply of all occafions, a writ 
'as framed in a form of law, and direfted to the 
herifF of every county of England, " To provide a 
Ihip of war for the King's fervice, and to fend it, 
' amply provided and fitted^ by fuch a day, to fuch 

" a place i" 
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'^ a place ;'' and with that writ were fent to each 
Sheriff inftruftions, that, " inftead of a fhip, he 
** Ihould levy upon his county fuch a fum of money, 
*' and return the fame to the Treafurer of the Navy 
" for his Majefty's ufe, with diredlion, in what man- 
*^ ner he ihould proceed againft fuch as refufed :** 
and from hence that tax had the denomination of 
Ship-money ; a word of a lafldng found in the memo- 
ry of this kingdom ; by which for fome years really 
accrued the yearly fum of two hundred thoufand 
pounds to the King's coffers : and it was in truth 
the only project that was accounted to his own fer- 
vice. And, after the continued receipt o^ it for 
about four years together, it was at lafl (upon the re- 
fufal of a private gentleman to pay twenty or thirty 
Ihillings as his fhare) with great folemnity publicly 
argued before all the Judges of England in the Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, and by much the major part of 
them, the King's right to impofe afferted, and the 
tax adjudged lawful; which judgment proved of 
more advantage and credit to the gentleman con- 
demned (Mr. Hambden) than to the King's fervice. 
Thepowcft For the better fupport of thefe extraordinary ways, 
cfi-Tab?c""2J^d to proteft the agents and inilruments, who muft 
Chamber ^^ employed in them, and to difcountenance and 
enlarged, fupprefs all bold enquiries and oppofers, the Coun- 
. cil-Table and Star-Chamber enlarge their jurisdic- 
tions to a vaft extent, " holding'! (as Thucydides 
faid of the Athenians) *' for honourable that which 
*' pleafed,and forjufl that which profited /' and being 
the fame perfons in feveral rooms, grew both courts 
of law to determine right, and courts of revenue to 
bring money into the Treafury ; the Council-Table 
by proclamations enjoining to the people what was 

not 
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not enjoined by the law, and prohibiting that which 
was not prohibited ; and the Star-Chamber cenfuring 
the breach, and difobedience to thbfe proclamations 
by very great fines and imprifonment ; fo that any 
difrefpedl to any a<fts of State, or to the perfons of 
Statcfmen, was in no time more penal, and thofc 
foundations of right, by which men valued their fe- 
curity, to the apprehenfion and underftanding of wife 
men, never more in danger to bedeftroyed. 

And here I cannot but again take the liberty to 
fey, that the circumftances and proceedings in thofe 
new extraordinary cafes, ftratagems, and impofitions, 
were very unpolitic, and even deftruftive to the 
fcrvices intended. And if the bufinefs of Ship-money, 
being an impofition by the State, under the notion 
of neceffity, upon a profpeft of danger, which pri- 
vate perfons could not modeftly think themfelves 
qualified to difcern, had been managed in the fame 
extraordinary way as the royal loan (which was the 
impofing the five fubfidies after the fecond Parlia- 
ment fpoken of before) was, men would much eafier 
have fubmitted to it ; as it is notorioiifly known, that 
prcflTure was borne with much more cheerfulnefs be- 
fore the judgment for the King, than ever it was 
after ; men before pleafing themfelves with doing 
fomcwhat for the King's fervice, as a teftimony of 
their afFeftion, which they were not bound to do ; 
jnany really believing the neceffity, and therefore 
thinking the burthen reafonable ; others obferving, 
that the advantage to the King was of importance, 
when the damage to them was not confiderable ; and 
all affiiring themfelves, that when they Ihould be 
weary, or unwilling to continue the payment, they 
might refort to the law for relief, and find it. But 

when 
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when they heard this demanded m a court of law, 
as a rights and found it, by fworn Judges of the law, 
adjudged fo, upon fuch grounds and reafons as every 
ftander-by was able to fwear was not law, and fo had 
loft the pleafure and delight of being kind and dutiful 
to the King; and, inftead of giving, were required to 
pay, and by a Ic^c that left no man any thing which 
lie might call his own ; they no more looked upon it as 
the cafe of one man, but the cafe of the kingdom, 
nor as an impofition laid upon them by the King, but 
by the Judges ; which they thought themfelves bound 
in confcience to the public juftice not to fubmit to* 
It was an obfervation long ago by Thucydides, "That 
*^ men are much more paffionate for injuftice, than for 
" violence; becaufe (fays he) the one coming as from 
^^ an equal, feems rapine ; when the other proceeding 
^ fix)m one ftronger, is but the efFeft of neceflity." 
So, when Ship-money was traniacSled at the Council- 
Board, they looked upon it as a work of that power 
they were all obliged to truft, and an efFe<% of that 
ibrelight they were naturally to rely upon. Imminent 
necelEty, and public fafety, were convincing perfua- 
^ions; and it might not feem of apparent ill confe- 
quence to them, that upon an emergent occaiion the 
regal power ihould fill up an hiatus, or fupply an im- 
potency in the law. But when they faw in a court 
of law (that law that gave them title to and pofTef- 
fion of all that they had) reafon of State urged as ele- 
ments of law. Judges as Iharp-fighted as Secretaries 

I 

of State, and in the myfteries of State ; judgment of 
law grounded upon matter of fad, of which there 
was neither enquiry nor proof ; and no reafon given 
for the payment of the thirty fhillings in queflion, 
but what included the eftates of all the ftanders-by; 

they 
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they had no reafon to hope that doftrine, or the pro- 
moters of it, would be contained within any bounds ; 
and it is no wonder that they, who had fo little reafon 
to be pleafed with their own condition, were no led 
folicitous for, or apprehenlive of, the inconvenience! 
that might attend any alteration. 

And here the damage and mifchief cannot be ex- 
prefled, that the Crown and State fuftained by the de- 
fcrved reproach and infamy that attended the Judges, 
by being made ufe of in this and like a<fts of power; 
there being no poffibility to preferve the dignity^ 
reverence, and eftimation of the laws themfelves^ 
but by the integrity and innocency of the Judges. 
And no queflion, as the exorbitancy of the Houfe of 
Commons, in their next Parliament, proceeded prin* 
cipally from their contempt of the laws, and that 
contempt from the fcandal of that judgment ; fo the 
concurrence of the Houfe of Peers in that fury can 
be imputed to no one thing more, than to the irreve- 
rence and fcorn the Judges were juilly in ; who had 
been always before looked upon there as the oracles 
of the law, and the bell guides to affift that Houfe 
in their opinions and actions: and the Lords now 
thought themfelves excufed for fwerving from the 
rules and cuftoms of their predeceffors (who in alter- 
ing and making of laws, in judging of things and 
perfons, had always obferved the advice and judgment 
of thofe fages) in not aiking queftions of thofe whom 
they knew nobody would believe ; thinking it a juft 
ffeproach upon them, (who out of their courtihip had 
fubmitted the difficulties and myfteries of the law 
to be meafured by the ftandard of what they called 
general reafon, and explained by the wifdom of 
State), that they themfelves ihould make ufe of the 

licence 
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licence which the others had taught them, and deter- 
mine that to be law, which they thought to be rea- 
fonable, or found to be convenient. If thefe men had 
preferred the fimplicity of their anceftors, in fevere- 
ly and ftridtly defending the laws, other men had 
obferved the modefty of theirs, in humbly and dutir 
fully obeying them. 

Upon this confideration it is very obfervable, that in 
the wifdom of former times, when the prerogative went 
higheft, (as very often it hath been fwoln above any 
pitch we have feen it at in our times), never any court 
of law, very feldom any Judge, or Lawyer of reputa^ 
tion, was called upon to afHft in an a6i of power ; the 
Crown well knowing the moment of keeping thofe the 
objeds of reverence and veneration with the people i 
and that though it might fometimes make fallies upon 
them by the prerogative, yet the law would keep 
the people from any invafion of it, and that the King 
could never fufFer, whilft the law and the Judges 
were looked upon by the fubjeft, as the afylum for 
their liberties, and fecurity. And therefore you fh^l 
find the policy of many Princes hath endured as 
iharp animadverfions and reprehenfiona fronx the 
Judges of the Law, as their piety hath fron^ the 
Bifhops of the Church ; as having no lefs influence 
upon die people, under the reputation of juftice, by 
the one, than under the ties of confcience and religion, 
by the other. 

To extend this confideration of the form and cir* 
cumftance of proceeding in cafes of an unufual nature 
a little farther : as it may be moft behovefiil for 
Princes in matters of grace and honour, and in con* 
ferring of favours upon their people, to tranfadl the 
lame as publicly as may be, and by themfelves, or 

their 
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their Minifters, to dilate upon it, and improve their 
luilre by any addition, or eloquence of fpeechj (where, 
it may be, every kind word, efpecially from the 
Prince himfelf, is looked upon as a new bounty) ; fo 
it is as requifite in matters of judgment, punifhment, 
and ccnfure upon things, or perfons, (efpecially when 
the cafe, in the nature of it, is unufual, and the rules 
in judging as extraordinary), that the fame be tranf- 
zAed as privately, and with as little noife and pomp 
of words, as may be. For (as damage is much eafier 
borne and fubmitted to by generous minds, than 
difgrace) in the bulinefs of Ship-money, and many 
other cafes in the Star-Chamber, and at the Council- 
Board, there were many impertinencies, incongrui- 
ties, and infolencies, in the fpeeches and orations of 
the Judges, much more ofFenlive, and much more 
fcandalous than the judgments and fentences them- 
felves. Befides that men's minds and underilandings 
were more inftrufted to difcern the confequence of 
things, which before they confidered not. And un- 
doubtedly my Lord Finch's fpeech in the Exchequer- 
Chamber made Ship-money much more abhorred, and 
formidable, than all the commitments by the Council- 
Table, and all the diftrefles taken by the Sheriffs in 
England ; the major part of men (befides the com- 
mon unconcernednefs in other men's fufFerings) look- 
ing upon thofe proceedings with a kind of applaufe 
to themfelves, to fee other men punifhed for not do- 
ing as they had done -, which delight was quickly 
determined, when they found their own interefl, by 
the unnecefTary logic of that argument, no lefs con- 
cluded than Mr. Hambden's. 

He hath been but an ill obferver of the pafTagcs of 
thofe times we fpeak of^ who hath not feen many fo- 

ber 
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ber men, who have been clearly fatisfied with the 
conveniency, neceffity, and juftice of many fentences, 
depart notwithftahding extremely offended, and £can* 
dalized with the grounds, reafons, and expreflions of 
thofe who inflifted thofe cenfures ; when they found 
themfelves, thinking to be only fpeAators of other 
men's fufFerings, by fmne iinneceflary inference or 
declaration, in probable danger to become the next 
delinquents. 

They who look back upon the council-books of 
Queen Elizabeth, and the ads of the Star-Chambet 
then, fhall find as high infbuices of power and fo- 
vercignty upon the liberty and property of the fub* 
jedt, as can be fince given. But the art, order, and 
gravity of thofe proceedings (where fhort, fevere, 
conilant rules were fet, and fmartly purfued, and the 
party felt only the weight of the judgment, not the 
paflion of his Judges) made them lefs taken notice o^ 
and fo lefs grievous to the public, though as intolera- 
ble to the perfon : whereas, iince thofe excellent rules 
of the G^unciUBoard were lefs obferved, and debates 
(which ought to be in private, and in the abfence of 
the party concerned, and thereupon the judgment of 
the Table to be pronounced by one, without the in- 
terpofition of others, or reply of the party) fuf&red 
to be public, queflions to be afked, pailions difco« 
vered, and opinions to be promifcuoufly delivered; all 
advice, diredlions, reprehenfions, and cenfures of thofe 
places grew to be in lefs reverence and ef^eem ; fo 
that, belides the delay and interruption in difpatch> 
the juftice and prudence of the counfels did not many 
times weigh down the infirmity and paflion of the 
counfellors ; and both fuitors and offenders returned 
into their country, with fuch exceptions and argu- 
ments 
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nients againfl- perfons, as brought and prepared much 

prejudice to whatfoever Ihould proceed from thence ; 

and whatever excufcs Ihall be made, or arguments 

given, that upon fuch extraordinary occalions there 

was a neceffity of fome pains and care to convince ,*f| 

inen^s underftandings of the reafons and grounds of 

Cheir proceeding, (which, if what was done had been 

only ad infomiatidam confcieniiam without reproach, or 

penalty, might have been reafonable), it is certain the 

inconvenience and 'prejildice, that grew thereby, was 

greater thanr the benefit : and the reafons of the 

Judges being many times not the reafons of the 

judgment, thofe might more fatisfa6lorily and more 

ihortly have been put in the fentence itfelf, than 

ipread in the difcourfes of the cenfurers. 

Thefe errors (for errors they were in view, and er- 
rors they are proved by the fuccefs) arc not to be im- 
puted to the Court, but to the fpirit and over-adli- • 
vity of the Lawyers themfelves ; who fhould more 
carefully have preferved their profeffion, and its pro- 
fcflbrs, from being profaned by thofe fervices, which 
have rendered both fo obnoxious to reproach. There 
were two perfons of that profeffion, and of that time, 
by whofe feveral and diftinA conftitutions (the one 
knowing nothing of nor caring for the Court ; the 
other knowing or caring for nothing elfe) thofe 
mifchiefs were introduced ; Mr. Noy, the Attorney 
General ; and Sir John Finch, firft. Lord Chief Juftice 
of the Common Pleas, and then Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal of England. 

The firft, upon the ereat fame of his ability and or Attomcy 
ieammg, (and he was very able and learned,) was, by Noy. 
great induftry and importunity from Court, per- 
fuaded to accept that place, for which all other men 

VOL. I. I laboured. 
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laboured, (being the beft, for profit, that profeffion is 
capable of), and fo he fufFered himfelf to be made the 
King's Attorney General. The Court made no im- 
prellion upon his manners ; upon his mind it did : 
^ and though he wore about him an afFefted morofity, 

which made him unapt to flatter other men, yet even 
that morofity and pride rendered him the moft liable 
to be grofsly flattered himfelf, that can be imagined. 
And by this means the great perfons, who fleered the 
public aflfairs, by admiring his parts, and extolling 
his judgment as well to his face as behind his back^ 
wrought upon him by degrees, for the eminency of 
the fervice, to be an inftrument in all their defigns; 
thinking that he could not give a clearer teftimony, 
that his knowledge in the law was greater than all 
other men's, than by making that law which all other 
men believed not to be fo. So he moulded, framed, 
and purfued the odious and crying projeft of Soap ; 
and with his own hand drew and prepared the writ 
for Ship-money ; both which will be the lafting mo* 
numents of his fame. In a word, he was an unanfwer- 
;able inftance, how neceflary a good education and 
knowledge of men is to make a wife man, at leafl: a 
man fit for bufinefs. 
Of Sir John Sir John Finch had much that the other wanted, 

EJ*' 1« 

but nothing that the other had. Having led a free 
life in a reftrained fortune, and having fet up upon the 
'•^fliock of a good wit, and natural parts, without the 
fuperftrufture of much knowledge in the profeflSon 
by which he was to grow; he was willing to ufe thofe 
weapons in which he had moft flcill, and fo (being not 
unl'een in the affeftions of the Court, but not having 
reputation enough to guide or reform them) he took 
up Ship-money where Mr. Noy left it ; and^ being a 

Judge, 
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Judge, carried it up to that pinnacle, from whence he 
almoft broke his own neck; having, in his journey 
thither, had too much influence on his brethren to 
induce them to concur in a judgment they had all 
caufe to repent. To which, his declaration, after he 
was Keeper of the Great Seal of England, muft be 
added, upon a demurrer put in to a bill before him, 
wluch had no other equity in it, than an order of the 
liOrds of the Council ; " that whilft he was Keeper, 
*^ no man Ihould be fo faucy as to difpute thofe or- 
*• ders, but that the wifdom of that Board Ihould be 
** always ground enough for him to make a decree in 
*' Chancery ;'* which was fo great an aggravation of 
the excefs of that Table, that it received more preju- 
dice from that a6t of unreafonable countenance ancl 
refpeft, than from all the contempt could poffibly 
have been offered to it. But of this no more.* 

Now after all this (and I hope I cannot be accufed t^c WicUy 
of much flattery in this inquifition) I muft be fo juft before the 
as to fay, that, during the whole time that thefe pref- mem, no*' 
fures were exercifed, and thofe new and extraordinary J^g*}^^/' 
ways were run, that is, from the diflblution of the j^^J^^^ J'°°^j^ 
Parliament in the fourth year, to the beginning ofj^^ 
this Parliament, which was above twelve years, this 
kingdom, and all his Majefty's dominions, (of the in- 
terruption in Scodand fomewhat fliall be faid in its 
due time and place), enjoyed the greateft calm, and 
the fulleft meafure of felicity, that any people in 
any age, for fo long time together, have been blefled 
with ; to the wonder and envy of all the other parts 
of Chriftendom. 

In this comparifon I am neither unmindful of, norCoropared 
ungrateful for, the happy times of Queen Elizabeth, umc$ of 
and King James. But for the former, the doubts, f^b'^^S.'^^^ 

1 2 hazards. 
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hazards^ and perplexities^ upon a total change and al« 
teration of religion, and fome confident attempts upon 
a farther alteration by thofe who thought the Reforma- 
tion not carried far enough ; the charge, trouble, and 
anxiety of a long continued war (how profperous and 
fuccefsful foever) even during that Queen's whok 
teign ; and (befides fome domeftic ruptures into re- 
bellion, frequently into treafon ; and befides the Uc- 
miih of an unparalleled adt of blood upon the life 
pf a crowned neighbour Queen and Ally) the fear and 
apprehenfion of what was to come (which is one of 
the moft impleafant kinds of melancholy) from an 
unknown, at leaft an unacknowledged, fucceffor to the 
Crown, clouded much of that profperity then, which 
now Ihines with fo much fplendor before our eyes in 
chronicle. 
And with And for the other under King James, (which indeed 
«ing were excellent times, bona Jijiia norht)^ the mingling 
™^'* with a ftranger nation, formerly not very gracious 
.with this, which was like to have more intereft of £i^ 
vour : the. fubje<ftion to a ftranger Prince, whofe na- 
ture and difpofition they knew not : the difcovery of 
a treafon, the moft prodigious that had ever been at- 
tempted, upon his firft entrance into the kingdom : 
the wants of the Crown not inferior to what it hath 
fince felt, (I mean whilft it fate right on the head of the 
King), and the preflures upon the fubjeft of the fame 
nature, and no lefs complained of : the ab fence of the 
Prince in Spain, and the folicitude that his Highneis 
fliould not be difpofed in marriage to the daughter of 
that kingdom, rendered the calm and tranquillity of 
tliat time lefs equal and pleafant. To which may be 
added the profperity and happinefs of the neighbour 
kingdoms not much inferipr to that of this, which, 

accord- 
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according to the pulfe of ftates, is a great diminution 
of their health ; at leaft their profperity is much im- 
proved, and more vifible, by the mifery and misfor- 
tunes of their neighbours. 

The happinefs of the times I now mention was in- 
yidioufly fet off by this diftindlion, that every other 
kingdom, every other ftate were entangled, and fome 
almoft deftroycd, by the rage and fury of arms ; thofe 
who were engaged in an ambitious contention with 
their neighbours, having the view and apprehenfions 
of the miferies and defolation, which they faw other 
ftates fufFer by a civil war ; whilft the kingdoms we 
now lament were alone looked upon as the garden 
of the world ; Scotland (which was but the wildernefs 
of that garden) in a full, entire, and imdiilurbed 
peace, which they liad never feen ; the rage and bar- 
barifm of their private feuds being compofed to the 
reverence, or to the awe, of public juftice ; in a com- 
petency, if not in an excefs of plenty, which they had 
never hopes to fee, and in a temper (which was the 
utmoft that in thofe days was defired or hoped for) 
free from rebellion : Ireland, which had been a fponge 
to draw, and a gulph to fwallow all that could be 
fpared, and all that could be got from England, 
merely to keep the reputation of a kingdom, reduced 
to that good degree of hufbandry and government, 
that it not only fubfifted of itfelf, and gave this king- 
dom all that it might have expedled from it ; but 
really increafed the revenue of the Crown forty or 
fifty thoufand pounds a year, befides a confiderable 
advantage to the people by the traffic and trade 
from thence ; arts and fciences fruitfully planted 
there ; and the whole nation beginning to be fo civil- 
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ized, that it was a jewel of great luftre in the royal- 
diadem. 

When thefe outworks were thus fortified and 
adorned, it was no wonder if England was generally 
thought fecure, with the advantages of its own cli- 
mate ; the Court in great plenty, or rather (which is 
the difcredit of plenty) excefs, anci luxury ; the Coun- 
try rich, and, which is more, fully enjoying the plca- 
fure of its own wealth, and fo the eafier corrupted with 
the pride and wantonnefs of it; the Church flourifli- 
ing with learned and extraordinary men, and (which 
other good times had in fome degree wanted) fup- 
plied with oil to feed thofe lamps ; and the Proteftant 
religion more advanced againft the Church of Rome 
by writing, (without prejudice to other ufeful and 
godly labours), efpecially by thofe two books of the 
late Lord Archbifliop of C!anterbury his Grace, and 
of Mr. Chillingworth, than it had been from the Re- 
formation ; trade increafed to that degree, that we 
were the exchange of Chriftendom, (the revenue from 
thence to the Crown being almoft double to what it had 
been in the beft times), and the bullion of neighbour 
kingdoms brought to receive a ftamp from the mint 
of England ; foreign merchants looking upon nothing 
fo much their own, as what they had laid up in the 
warehoufes of this kingdom ; the royal Navy, in num- 
ber and equipage much above former times, very 
formidable at fea; and the reputation of the greatnefe 
and power of the King much more with foreign 
Princes than any of his progenitors : for thofe rough 
courfes, which made him perhaps lefs loved at home, 
made him more feared abroad ; by how much the 
power of kingdoms is more reverenced than their juf- 

tice 
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tice by their neighbours : and it may be, this con- 
fideration might not be the leaft motive, and may 
not be the worft excufe for thofe counfels. Laftly, 
for a complement of all thefe blelfings, they were 
enjoyed by, and under the protedlion of, a King, of . 
the moft harmlefs difpofition, the moft exemplary 
piety, the greateft fobriety, chaftity, and mercy, that 
any prince hath been endowed with, (God forgive 
thofe that have not been fenfible of, and thankful for, 
thofe endowments), and who might have faid, that 
which Pericles was proud of, upon his death-bed, 
concerning his citizens, "that no Englifhman had 
•* ever worn a mourning gown through his occafion.'* 
In a word, many wife men thought it a time, wherein 
thofe two adjuncts, which Nerva was deified for imit- 
ing, imperium et libertas^ were as well reconciled as is 
poffible. 

But all thefe bleflings could but enable, not com- 
pel us to be happy : we wanted that fenfe, acknow- 
ledgment, and value of our own happinefs, which all 
but we had ; and took pains to make, when we could 
not find, ourfelves miferable. There was in truth a 
ftrange abfence of underftanding in moft, and a ftrange 
perverfenefs of underftanding in the reft : the Court 
full of excefs, idlenefs, and luxury ; the Country full 
of pride, mutiny, and difcontent ; every man more 
troubled and perplexed at that they called the viola- 
tion of one law, than delighted or pleafed with the 
obfervation of all the reft of the Charter: never imput- 
ing the increafe of their receipts, revenue, and plenty, 
to the wifdom, virtue, and merit of the Crown, but 
objedling every fmall impofition to the exorbitancy 
and tyranny of the Government; the growth of know- 
ledge and learning being ^ifreliihed^ for the infirmi- 
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ties of fome learned men, and the increafe of grace 
and favour upon the Church more repined and mur- 
mured at, than the increafe of piety and devotion in 
it^ which was as viiible, acknowledged^ or taken no- 
. tice of ; whilft the indifcretion and folly of one fcr- 
mon at Whitehall was more bruited abroad^ and 
commented upon, than the wifdom, fobriety, and de- 
votion of a hundred. 

It cannot be denied but there was fomctimes preach- 
ed there matter very unfit for the place, and very 
fcandalous for the perfons, who prefumed often to 
determine things out of the verge of their own pro- 
feilion, and, in ordine ad fpiritualiay gave unto Cs&r 
what Csefar refufed to receive, as not belonging to 
him. But it is as true (as was once faid by a man fitter 
to be believed in that point than I, and one not fuf- 
pefted for flattering of the Clergy) " that if the fer- 
" mons of thofe times preached in Court were col- 
*^ lecfted together, and publifhed, the world would 
receive the beft bulk of orthodox divinity, pro- 
found learning, convincing reafon, natural power- 
ful eloquence, and admirable devotion, that hath 
** been communicated in any age lince the Apoftles* 
^^ time." And I cannot but fay, for the honour of 
the King, and of thofe who were trufled by him in 
his Ecclefiaftical collations^ (who have received but 
lad rewards for their uprightnefs) in thofe reproached, 
condemned times, there was not one Churchman, in 
any degree of favour or acceptance, (and this the in- 
quilition, that hath been lince made upon them, a 
£lri6ler never was in any age, muft confefs), of a fcan- 
dalous infufficiency in learning, or of a more fcanda- 
lous condition of life ; but, on the contrary, mofl: of 
them of confeiTed eminent parts in knowledge, and of 

virtuous 
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virtuous and imblemifhed lives. And therefore wife 
men knew, that that, which looked like pride in fome, 
and like petulance in others, would, by experience in 
afiairs, and converfation amongft men, both of which 
moft of them wanted, be in time wrought ofF, or, in a 
new fucceflion, reformed, and fo thought the vaft ad- 
vantage from their learning and integrity, an ample 
recompenfe for any inconvenience from their paffion ; 
and yet, by the prodigious impiety of thofe times, the 
latter was only looked on with malice and revenge, 
without any reverence or gratitude for the former. 

When the King found himfelf poffeffed of all thatxhc King** 
tranquillity mentioned before, that he had no reafon fnto^scSu^ 
to apprehend any enemies from abroad, and lefs anyj,*^^^ 
infurredlions at home, againft which no kingdom in^"<^- 
Chriftendom, in the conftitution of its government, 
in the folidity of the laws, and in the nature and dif- 
poiition of the people, was more fecure than England ; 
that he might take a nearer view of thofe great blef- 
fings which God had poured upon him, he refolved 
to make a progrefs into the northern parts of his king- 
dom, and to be folemnly crowned in his kingdom of 
Scotland, which he had never feen from the time he 
firft had left it, when he was about two years old. In 
order to this journey, which was made with great 
fplendor, and proportionable expence, he added to 
the train of his Court many of the greateft nobility, 
who increafed the pomp of the Court at their own 
charge, (for fo they were required to do), and feemed 
with alacrity to fubmit to the King's pleafure, as foon 
as they knew his defire ; and fo his attendance in all 
refpefts was proportionable to the glory of the great- 
eft King. 
This whole progrefs was made, from the firft fetting 

out 
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out to the end of it, with the greateft magnificence 
imaginable ; and the higheft excefs of feafling was 
then introduced, or, at leaft, feafting was then carried 
to a height it never had attained before; from whence 
it hardly declined afterwards, to the great damage 
and mifchief of the nation in their eftates and man- 
ners. All perfons of quality and condition, who lived 
within diftance of the northern road, received the 
great perfons of the nobility with that hofpitality 
which became them ; in which all coft was employed 
to make their entertainments fplendid, and their 
houfes capable of thofe entertainments. The King 
himfelf met with many entertainments of that nature^ 
at the charge of particular men, who deiired the ho- 
nour of his prefence, which had been rarely pradiifed 
till then by the perfons of the beft condition, though 
it hath fince grown into a very inconvenient cuftom. 
But when he paffed through Nottinghamfhire, both 
King and Court were received and entertained by 
the Earl of Newcaftle, and at his own proper ex-^ 
pence, in fuch a wonderful manner, and in fuch an 
excefs of feafling, as had fcarce ever before been 
known in England j and would be flill thought very 
prodigious, if the fame noble perfon had not, within 
^ a year or two afterwards, made the King and Queen 
a more flupendous entertainment ; which, (God be 
thanked), though poflibly it might too much whet 
the appetite of others to excefs, no man ever after in 
thofe days imitated. 

The great offices of the Court, and principal places 
of attendance upon the King's perfon, were then upon 
the matter equally divided between the Englifh and 
the Scots ; the Marquis of Hamilton Mafler of the 
IJorfe, and the Earl of Carlifle firfl Gentleman of the 

Bedchamber, 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 1x3 

lamber, and almoft all the fecond rank of fcr- 
in that place, being of that kingdom ; fo that 
was as it were an emulation between the two 
s, which Ihould appear in the greateft luftre, in 
s, horfes, and attendance : and as there were (as 

before) many of the principal nobility of Eng- ■• 
Nho attended upon the King, and who were not » 

Court ; fo the Court was never without many 
fli volunteers, and their number was well in- 
d upon this occafion in nobility and gentry, who 
tfolved to confute all thofe who had believed 
country to be very poor. 

5 King no fooner Entered Scotland, but all hisThc King's 
li fervants and officers yielded up their atten- Kccption. 
to thofe of the Scottifh nation, who were ad- 
\ into the fame offices in Scotland, or had fome 
o thofe employments by the conftitution of that 
)m ; as moft of the great offices are held by in- 
ice ; as the Duke of Richmond and Lenox was 
ligh Steward, and high Admiral of Scotland by 
t, as others had the like poffeffion of other 
; fo that all the tables of the houfe, which had 
ccpt by the Englifh officers, were laid down, 
ken up again by the Scots, who kept them up 
ic fame order, and equal fplendor, and treated the 
h with all the freedom and courtefy imaginable; 
:he nobility of that nation did, at their own ex- 
where their offices did not entitle them to tables 
charge of the Crown, keep very noble houfes to 
in their new guefts ; who had fo often and fo 
itertained them : and it cannot be denied, the 

behaviour of that nation towards the Englifli 

generous and obliging as could be expedled ; 
s King appeared with no leis luftre at Edinburgh^ 

than 
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than at Whitehall ; and in this pomp his coronation 
paffed with all the folemnity and evidence of public 
^oy that could be expefted, or that can be imagined ; 
and the Parliament, then held, with no lefs demon- 
ftration of duty, paffed and prefented thofe a<fts which 
were prepared for them to the royal Scepter ; in which 
were fome laws reftraining the extravagant power of 
the nobility, which, in many cafes, they had long cx- 
ercifed, and the diminution whereof they took very 
heavily, though at that time they took little notice 
of it; the King being abfolutely advifed in all the af- 
fairs of that kingdom then, and long before, and af- 
ter, by the fole counfel of the Marquis of Hamilton, 
who was, or at leaft was then believed to be, of the 
greateft intereft of any fubjeft in that kingdom^ of 
whom more will be faid hereafter. 

The King was very well pleafed with his reception, 

and with all the tranfac^ions there ; nor indeed was 

there any thing to be blamed, but the luxury and 

vaft expence, which abounded in all refpefts of feaft- 

ing and clothes with too much licence : which being 

imputed to the commendable zeal of the people, of all 

conditions, to fee their King amongft them, whom they 

were not like to fee there again, and fo their expence 

was to be but once made, no man had caufe to fufpe6): 

any mifchief from it : and yet the debts contradted 

at that time by the nobility and gentry, and the 

wants and temptations they found themfelves expofed 

Yet the to, from that unlimited expence, did very much con- 

fu^'diJig'' tribute to the kindling that fire, which fhortly after 

commo- broke out in fo terrible a combuflion : nor were the 

tions tnen 

fown. fparks of murmur and fedition then fo well covered, but > 
that many difcerning men difcovered very pernicious 
defigi^s tp lurk in their 4>reafls, who feemed to have 

the 
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the moft cheerful countenances, and who acfted great 
parts in the pomp and triumph. And it eridently 
appeared, that they of that nation, who fhined moft 
in the Court of England, had the leaft influence in 
their own country, except only the Marquis of Ha- 
milton, whofe afFefbion to his Mafter was even then 
fufpcAed by the wifeft men in both kingdoms ; and 
that the immenfe bounties the King and his father 
had fcattered amongft thofe of that nation, out of the 
wealth of England, belides that he had facriflced the 
whole revenue of that kingdom to themfelves, were 
not looked upon as any benefit to that nation, but as 
obligations caft away upon particular men ; many of 
whom had with it wafted their own patrimony in 
their count r}\ 

The King himfelf obferved many of the nobility to 
endeavour to make themfelves popular by fpeaking 
in Parliament againft thofe things which were moft 
grateful to his Majefty, and which ftill paffed, not- 
withftanding their contradidlion ; and he thought a 
litde difcountenance upon thofe perfons would either 
fuppre& that fpirit within themfelves, or make the 
poifon of it lefs operative upon others. But as thofe 
ads of difcountenance were too often believed to pro- 
ceed from the difpleafure of the Marquis of Hamilton, 
and by that means rather advanced than deprefted 
them, fo they had an admirable dexterity in fheltering 
themfelves from any of thofe a<Sts of difcountenance, 
which they had no mind to own ; when it hath been 
vifible, and was then notorious, that many of the per- 
fons then, as the Earl of Rothes, and otliers, of whom 
the King had the worft opinion, and from whom he 
purpofely withheld any grace by never fpeaking to 
them, or talpng notice of them in the Court, yet 

when 
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when the King was abroad in the fields, or pailing 
through villages, when the greateft crowds of people 
flocked to fee him, thofe men would ftill be next him, 
and entertain him with fome difcourfe, and pleafant 
relations, which the King's gentle difpofition could 
not avoid, and which made thofe perfons to be gene- 
rally believed to be moft acceptable to his Majef- 
ty ; upon which the Lord Falkland was wont to lay, 
that keeping of ftate was like conmiitting adultery, 
there muft go two to it :" for let the proudeft or 
moft formal man refolve to keep what diftance he will 
towards others, a bold and confident man inftantly de- 
moliflies that whole machine, and gets within him 
and even obliges him to his own laws of convcrla- 
tion. 

The King was always the moft punctual obferver of 
all decency in his devotion, and the ftrifteft promoter 
of the ceremonies of the Church, as believing in his 
foul the Church of England to be inftituted the near- 
eft to the pradtice of the Apoftles, and the beft for 
the propagation and advancement of Chriftian religion, 
of any Church in the world : and on the other fide, 
though no man was more averfe from the Romifh 
Church than he was, nor better underftood the motives 
of their feparation from us, and animofity againft us, 
he had the higheft diflike and prejudice to that part 
of his own fubjefts, who were againft the government 
eftablilhed, and did always look upon them as a very 
dangerous and feditious people \ who would, under 
pretence of confcience, which kept them from fub- 
mitting to the fpiritual jurifdiftion, take the firft op- 
portunity they could find, or make, to withdraw them- 
felves from their temporal fubjedtion ; and therefore 
he had, with the utmoft vigilance, caufcd that temper 

and 
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and difpofirion to be watched and provided againft in 
England ; and if it were then in truth there, it lurked 
with wonderful fecrecy. In Scotland indeed it covered 
the whole nation, fo that though there were bifhops in 
name, the whole jurifdidlion, and they themfelves were, 
upon the matter, fubjeft to an Affembly, which was 
purely Prefbyterian ; no form of religion in pradtice, 
no liturgy, nor the leaft appearance of any beauty of 
holinefs : the Clergy, for the moft part, corrupted in 
their principles ; at leaft, none countenanced by the 
great men, or favoured by the people, but fuch ; 
though it muft be owned their Univerfities, efpccially 
Aberdeen, flourifhed under many excellent fcholars, 
and very learned men. Yet, though all the cathedral 
churches were totally negledled with reference to thofc 
adminiftrations over the whole kingdom, the King's 
own Chapel at Holy-rood-houfe had ftill been main- 
tained with the comelinefs of the cathedral fervice, 
and all other decencies ufed in the Royal Chapel ; and 
the whole nation feemed, in the time of King James, 
well inclined to receive the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, which that King exceedingly defired, and 
was fo confident of, that they who were privy to his 
counfels in that time did believe, the bringing that 
work to pafs was the principal end of his progrefs thi- 
ther fome years before his death ; though he was not 
fo well fatisfied at his being there, two or three of the 
principal perfons trufted by him in the government of 
thta kingdom, dying in or about that very time : but 
though he returned without making any vifible attempt 
in that affair, yet he retained ftill the purpofe and re- 
folution to his death to bring it to pafs. However, 
his two or three laft years having been lefs pleafant to 
him, by the Priacj^'s voyage into Spain^ the_ jealoufies 

which. 
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U'hich, about that time, begun in England, and the 
high proceedings in Parliament there, he thought it 
neceflary to fufpend any profecution of that defign, 
until a more favourable conjundlure, which he liyed 
not to fee. 
Tranfac- The King his fon, who, with his father's other vir- 
inw^u^dng ^^s, inherited that zeal for religion, propofed nothing 
Tnto s^* more to himfelf, than to unite his three kingdoms in 
^d. one form of God's worfhip, and public devotions ; and 
there being now fo great a ferenity in all his domi- 
nions as is mentioned before, there is great reafon to be- 
lieve, that in his journey into Scotland to be crowned^ 
he carried with him the refolution to finilh that im- 
portant bufinefs in the Church at the fame time. To 
that end, the then Bifhop of London, Dr. Laud, at- 
tended on his Majefty throughout that whole journey, 
which, as he was Dean of the Chapel, he was not 
obliged to do, and no doubt would have been excufed 
from, if that defign had not been in view ; to accom- 
pli fh which he was no lefs folicitous tlian the King 
himfelf, nor the King the lefs folicitous for his advice. 
He preached in the Royal Chapel at Edinburgh^ 
^which fcarce any Englifhman had ever done before in 
the King's prefence), and principally upon the benefit 
of conformity, and the reverend ceremonies of the 
Church, with all the marks of approbation and applaufe 
imaginable ; the great civility of that people being fo 
notorious and univerfal, that they would not appear 
unconformable to his Majefty 's wiih in any particular. 
And many wife men were then and ftill are of opi- 
nion, that if the King had then propofed the Liturgy 
of the Church of England to have been received and 
praftifed by that nation, it would have been fubmitted 
to without oppofition : but, upon mature confident^ 

tion, 
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tion, the King concluded that it was not a good fea- 
fon to promote that bufinefs. 

He had pafled two or three adls of Parliament, which 
had much leffened the authority and dependence of 
the nobility and great men, and incenfed and difpofed 
them proportionably to crofs and oppofe any propo- 
£tion^ which would be moft grateful ; and that over- 
thwart humour was enough difcovercd to rule in the 
.breafts of many, who made the greateft profeflions. 
Yet this was not the obftru6lion which diverted the 
King : the party that was averfe from the thing, and 
abhorred any thought of conformity, could not have 
been powerful enough to have flopped the progrefs of 
it ; the mifchief was, that they who moft defired it, 
and were moft concerned to promote it, were the men 
who ufed all their credit to divert the prefent attempt- 
ing it; and the Bilhops themfelves, whofe intereft 
was to be moft advanced thereby, applied s^U their 
counfels fecretly to have the matter more maturely 
confidered ; and the whole defign was never confulted 
but privately, and only fome few of the great men of 
that nation, and fome pf the Bifhops, advifed with by 
the King, and the Bifhop of London ; it being mani- 
fcft enough, that as the finifhing that great affair 
muft be very grateful to England, fo the Englifh muft 
not appear to have a hand in the contriving and pro-? 
moting it. 

The fame men, who did not only pretend, but really 
and heartily wifli, that they might have a Liturgy to 
order and regulate the worihip of God in their 
Churches, and did very well approve the Ceremonies 
cftablifhed in the Church of England, and defired to 
fubmit to and praAife the fame there, had no mind 
that the very Liturgy of the Church of England 
VOL. I, K fhould 
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fhould be propofed to, or accepted by them; for 
which they offered two prudential reafons, as their ob- 
fervations upon the nature and humour of the nation, 
and upon the conferences they had often had with the 
beft men upon that fubjcft, which was often agitated 
in difcourfe, upon what had been formerly projefted 
by King James, and upon what frequently occurred 
to wife men in difcourfes upon the thing itfelf, and 
the defirablenefs of it. 

The firft was, that the Englifh Liturgy, how piouf- 
ly and wifely foever framed and inflituted, had found 
great oppofition : and though the matter of the Cere- 
monies had wrought for the moft part only upon light- 
headed, weak men, whofe fatisfadion was not to be 
laboured for ; yet there were many grave and learned 
men, who excepted againft fome particulars, which 
would not be fo eafily anfwered ; " That the reading 
*^ Pfalms being of the old tranllation were in many 
^^ particulars fo different from the new and better 
^* tranflation, that many inftances might be given of 
*^ importance to the fenfe and truth of Scripture." 
They faid fomewhat of the fame nature concerning 
the tranflation of the EpifUes and Gofpels, and fome 
other exceptions againft reading the Apocrypha, and 
fome other particulars of lefs moment ; and defired, 
^^ that, in forming a Liturgy for their Church, they 
'^ might, by reforming thofe feveral inftances, give fa- 
^^ tisfadlion to good men, who would thereupon be 
^^ eafily induced to fubmit to it." 

The other reafon, which no doubt was the princi- 
pal, and took this in the way to give it the better in^ 
troduftion, was, ^^ that the kingdom of Scotland gene- 
" rally had been long jealous, that, by the King's con- 
^^ tinued abfence from them, they fliould by degrees 
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•^ be reduced to be but as a province to England, and 
*' fubje<ft to their laws and government, which they 
•^ would never fubmit to ; nor would any man of ho- 
" nour, who loved the King beft, and refpedled Eng- 
*^ land moft, ever confent to bring that diftionour upon 
^^ his country. If the very Liturgy, in the terms it is 
^* conftituted and praftifed in England, fhould be of- 
" fered to them, it would kindle and inflame that jea- 
*^ loufy, as the prologue and introduAion to that de- 
*^ fign, and as the firfl: range of that ladder, which 
" ihould ferve to moimt over all their cuftoms and 
** privileges, and be oppofed and detefted accordingly : 
whereas, if his Majefty wduld give order for the 
preparing a Liturgy, with thofe few defirable altera- 
tions, it would ealily be done ; and in the mean time 
they would fo difpofe the minds of the people for 
«* the reception of it, that they fliould even defire it*" 
This expedient was fo paflfiionately and vehemently 
urged even by the Bifhops, that, however they deferred 
to the minds and humours of other men, it was mani- 
fcft enough, that the exception and advice proceeded 
iirom the pride of their own hearts. 

The Bilhop of London^ who was always prefent 
with the King at thefe debates, was exceedingly trou- 
bled at this delay, and to find thofe men the inftru- 
ments in it, who feemed to him as folicitous for the 
expedition, as zealous for the thing itfelf, and who 
could not but fufFer by the deferring it. He knew 
well how far any enemies to conformity would be from 
being fatisfied with thofe fmall alterations, which be- 
ing confented to, they would with more confidence, 
though lefs reafon, frame other exceptions, and infift 
upon them with more obftinacy. He forefaw the dif- 
ficulties which would arife in rejecting, or altering, or 
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adding to the Liturgy, which had fo great authority, 
and had, by the pradlice of near fourfcore years, ob- 
tained great veneration from all fober Proteftantsj 
and how much eafier it would be to make objeftions 
againft any thing that fhould be new, than againft the 
old ; and would therefore have been very glad that 
the former refolution might be purfued ; there hav- 
ing never been any thoughts in the time of King 
James, or the prefent King, but of the Englifh Litur- 
gy ; befides that any variation from it, in how fmall 
matters foever, would make the uniformity the lefs, 
the manifcftation whereof was that which was moft 
aimed at and defired. 

The King had exceedingly fet his heart upon the 
matter, and was as much fcandalized as any man at 
the diforder and indecency in the exercifc of religion 
in that Church : yet he was afFedled with what was 
offered for a little delay in the execution, and knew 
more of the ill humour and praftices amongft the 
greateft men of the kingdom at that feafon, than the 
Bifhop did, and believed he could better compofc and 
reduce them in a little time, and at a diftance, than at 
the prefent, and whilft he was amongft them, Befides 
he was in his nature much inclined to the Scottifh na- 
tion, having been born amongft them, and as jealous 
as any one of them could be of their liberties and pri- 
vileges, and as careful they might not be invaded by 
the Englifh, who, he knew, had no great reverence for 
them : and therefore the objeftion, *' that it would 
*^ look like an impofition from England, if a form, 
*^ fettled in Parliament at Weftminfter, fhould with- 
** out any alteration be tendered (though by himfelf) 
*^ to be fubmitted to, and obferved in Scotland," made 
a deep impreflion in his Majefty, , 

In 



OP THE REBELLION, &c. 133 

In a word, he committed the framing and compof- 
ing fuch a Liturgy as would moft probably be accept- 
able to that people, to a feleft number of the Bifhops 
there, who were very able and willing to undertake it : 
and fo his Majefty returned into England, at the time 
he had defigned, without having ever propofed, or 
made the leaft approach in public towards any alter- 
ation in the Church. 

It had been very happy, if there had been then no- 
thing done indeed, that had any reference to that affair, 
and that, iince it was not ready, nothing had been tranf- 
aded to promote it, which accidentally alienated the 
affe<5lions of the people from it ; and what was done 
was imputed to the Bifhop of London, who was like 
enough to be guilty of it, Iince he did really believe, 
that nothing more contributed to the benefit and ad- 
vancement of the Church, than the promotion of 
Churchmen to places of the greatefl: honour, and of- 
fices of the highcfl truft : this opinion and the profe- 
cution of it (though his integrity was unqueflionable, 
and his zeal as great for the good and honour of the 
State, as for the advancement and . fecurity of the 
Church) was the unhappy foundation of his own ruin, 
and of the prejudice towards the Church, the malice 
againft it, and almoft the deflru6lion of it. 

During: the King's flay in Scotland, when he found The King 

1 • o • r r r.' u . , during hU 

the conjuncture not yet ripe tor perredtmg that good ftay there 
order which he intended in the Church, he refolved tOfi^^opric 
leave a monument behind him of his own afFedlion °|^*|^* 
and efleem of it. Edinburgh, though the metropo- 
lis of the kingdom, and the chief feat of the King's 
own refidence, and the place where the Council of State 
and the Courts of Juflice flill remained, was but a 
borough town within the diocefc of the Archbifhop of 
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Saint Andrew's, and governed in all church affairs by 
the preachers of the town ; who, being chofen by the 
citizens from the time of Mr. Knox, (who had a prin- 
cipal hand in the fuppreffion of Popery, with circum- 
ftances not very commendable to this day), had been 
the moft turbulent- and feditious miniflrers of confu- 
lion that could be found in the kingdom ; of which 
King James had fo fad experience, after he came to 
age, as well as in his minority, that he would often 
fay, " that his accefs to the crown of England was the 
** more valuable to him, as it redeemed him from the 
fubjecftion to the ill maimers and infolent pradliccs 
of thofe preachers, which he could never Ihake oflF 
^^ before." The King, before his return fromr thence, 
with the full confent and approbation of the Arch- 
bifhop of Saint Andrew's, eredted Edinburgh into a 
bifhopric, afligned it a good and convenient jurifdic- 
tion out of the neareft limits of the diocefe of Saint 
Andrew's, appointed the faireft church in the town to 
be the cathedral, fettled a competent revenue upon 
the Bifhop out of lands purchafed by his Majefly 
himfelf from the Duke of Lenox, who fold it much 
the cheaper, that it might be confecrated to fo pious 
an end ; and placed a very eminent fcholar of a good 
family in the kingdom, who had been educated in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, to be the firft Bifhop in 
that his new city ; and made another perfon, of good 
fame and learning, the firfl Dean of his new cathedral, 
upon whom likewife he fettled a proper maintenance ; 
hoping by this means the better to prepare the people 
of the place, who were the moft numerous and richeft 
of the kingdom, to have a due reverence to order and 
government, and at leaft to difcountenance, if not 
fupprefs, the fadlious fpirit of Prefbytery, which had 

fo 
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fo long ruled there. But this application little con- 
tributed thereunto : the people generally thought, 
that they had too many Bilhops before, and fo the 
increafing the number was not like to be very grate- 
ful to them. 

The Bifhops had indeed very little intereft in the 
afibdlions of that nation, and lefs authority over it ; 
they had not power to reform or regulate their own 
cathedrals, and very rarely Ihewed themfelves in the 
habit and robes of Bifhops ; and durft not conteft 
with the general Aflembly in matters of jurifdiAion: fo 
that there was Uttle more than the name of Epifcopacy 
prcferved in that Church. To redeem them from that His Majcfty 
contempt, and to fhew that they Ihould be confidera- Biihops in 
ble in the State, how little authority foever they were fccuiw of-** 
permitted to have in the Church, the King made the foMWy!^*" 
Archbifhop of Saint Andrew's, a learned, wife, and 
pious man, and of long experience, Chancellor of the 
kingdom, (the greateft office, and which had never 
been in the hands of a Churchman lince the reform- 
ation of religion, and fuppreffing the Pope's autho- 
rity), and four or five other Bilhops of the Privy- 
Council, or Lords of the Seffion ; which his Majefty 
prefumed, by their power in the civil government, 
and in the judicatories of the kingdom, would render 
them fo much the more reverenced, and the better 
enable them to fettle the affairs of the Church : 
which fell out otherwife too ; and it had been better 
that invidious promotion had been fufpended, till by 
their grave and pious deportment they had wrought 
upon their Clergy to be better difpofed to obey them, 
and upon the people to like order and difcipline; 
and till by thefe means the Liturgy had been fettled, 
and received amongft them ; and then the advancing 
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fome of them to greatei* honour might have done 
well. 

But this unfelfonable accumulation of (6 many ho- 
nours upon them, to which their fundlions did not 
entitle them, (no Biftiop having been fo much as a 
Privy-Counfellor in very many years), expofed them 
to the univerfal envy of the whole nobility, many 
whereof wiflied them well, as to their eccleiiaftical 
qualifications, but could not endure to fee them pof- 
feffed of thofe offices and employments, which they 
looked upon as naturally belonging to themfelves ; 
and then the number of them was thought too great| 
fo that they over-balanced many debates ; and fome 
of them, by want of temper, or want of breeding, did 
not behave themfelves with that decency in their de- 
bates, towards the greateft men of the kingdom, as in 
difcretion they ought to have done, and as the others 
reafonably expe<fted from them : fo that, inflead of 
bringing any advantage to the Church, or facilitating 
the good intentions of the King in fettling order and 
government, it produced a more general prejudice to 
it; though for the prefent there appeared no ffgn of 
difcontent, or ill will to them ; and the King left Scot- 
land, as he believed, full of afFedlion and duty to 
him, and well inclined to receive a Liturgy, when he 
Ihould think it feafonable to commend it to them. 
The King's It was about the end of Augufl in the year 1633, 
the death of when the King returned from Scotland to Green- 
Abbot^^^ wich, where the Queen kept her Court ; and the firft 
cfiLiacr? accident of moment, that happened after his com- 
ing thither, was the death of Abbot, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury ; who had fat too many years in that See, 
and had too great a jurifdidlion over the Church, 
though he was without any credit in the Court from 

the 
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the death of King James, and had not much in many- 
years before. He had been Head or Mailer of one 
of the pooreft Colleges in Oxford, and had learning 
fufficient for that province. He was a man of very 
morofe manners, and a very four afpecft, which, in 
that time, was called gravity ; and under the opinion , 
of that virtue, and by the recommendation of the Earl 
of Dunbar, the King's firft Scotch favourite, he was 
preferred by King James to the bilhopric of Coven- 
try and Litchfield, and prefently after to London, be- 
fore he had been Parfon, Vicar, or Curate of any 
parilh-church in England, or Dean or Prebend of 
any cathedral-church ; and was in truth totally igno- 
rant of the true conftitution of the Church of Eng- 
land^ and the ftate and intereft of the Clergy ; as fuf- 
ficiently appeared throughout the whole courfe of his 
life afterward. 

He had fcarce performed any part of the office of a 
Bifhop in the diocefe of London, when he was fnatched 
from thence, and promoted to Canterbury, upon the 
Bcvcr-enough lamented death of Dr. Bancroft, that 
Metropolitan, who underftood the Church excellently, 
and had almofi: refcued it out of the hands of the 
Calvinian party, and very much fubdued the unruly 
fpirit of the Nonconformifls, by and after the con- 
ference at Hampton-Court ; countenanced men of the 
greateft parts in learning, and difpofed the Clergy to 
a more folid courfe of ftudy, than they had been ac- 
cuftomed to ; and, if he had lived, would quickly 
have extinguiihed all that fire in England, which had 
been kindled at Geneva ; or if he had been fucceeded 
by Bilhop Andrews, Bifhop Overal, or any man who 
underftood and loved the Church, that infection 

would 
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Would eafily have been kept out, which could not af- 
terwards be fo ealily expelled. 

But Abbot brought none of this antidote with 
him, and confidered Chriftian religion no otherwifc, 
than as it abhorred and reviled Popery, and valued 
thofe men moft, who did that the moft furioufly. 
For the ftridl obfervation of the difcipline of the 
Church, or the conformity to the Articles or Canons 
eilablifhed, he made little enquiry, and took lefs care; 
and having himfelf made a very little progrefs in the 
ancient and folid ftudy of Divinity, he adhered only 
to the do6lrine of Calvin, and, for his fake, did not 
think fo ill of the difcipline as he ought to have done. 
But if men prudently forbore a public reviling and 
railing at the Hierarchy and Ecclefiaftical Grovcm- 
ment, let their opinions and private practice be what 
it would, they were not only fecure from any inqui- 
lition of his, but acceptable to him, and at leiaft 
equally preferred by him. And though many other 
Bifhops plainly difcerned the mifchiefs, which daily 
broke in to the prejudice of religion, by his defers 
and remiflhefs, and prevented it in their own diocefes 
as much as they could, and gave all their counte* 
nance to men of other parts and other principles; and 
though the Bifhop of London, Dr. Laud, from the 
time of his authority and credit with the King, had 
applied all the remedies he could to thofe defections, 
and, from the time of his being Chancellor of Oxford, 
had much difcountenanced and almoft fuppr^fled 
that fpirit, by encouraging another kind of learning 
and pradlice in that Univerfity, which was indeed ac- 
cording to the doArine of the Church of England; 
yet that temper in the Archbifliop, whofe houfe was 
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a (an<ftuary to the moft eminent of that faftious party, 
and who licenfed their moft pernicious writings, left 
his fucceflbr a very difficult work to do, to reform 
and reduce a Church into order, that had been fo long 
jiegledted, and that was fo ill filled by many weak, 
and more wilful Churchmen* 

It was within one week after the King's return fromBiftop 
Scotland, that Abbot died at his houfe at Lambeth. Archbu 
The King took very little time to confiderwho ftiould charaaelr! 
be his fucceflbr, but the very next time the Biftiop 
of London (who was longer on his way home than 
the King had been) came to him, his Majefty enter- 
tained him very cheerfully with this compellation, 
Jfc^ Lord'^s Grace *of Canterbury, you are very welcome % 
and gave order the fame day for the difpatch of all 
the neceflary forms for the tranflation : fo that within 
a month or thereabouts after the death of the other 
Archbilhop, he was completely invefted in that high 
dignity, and fettled in his palace at Lambeth. This 
great Prelate had been before in great favour with 
the Duke of Buckingham, whofe chief confident he 
i;fas, and by him reconunended to the King, as fitteft 
to be trufted in the conferring all ecclefiaftical pre- 
ferments, when he was but Bifhop of St. David's, or 
newly preferred to Bath and Wells ; and from that 
time he entirely governed that province without a 
rival : fo that his promotion to Canterbury was long 
forefeen and expedled ; nor was it attended with any 
ificreafe of envy or diflike. 

He was a man of great parts, and very exemplary 
virtues, allayed and difcredited by fome unpopular 
natural infirmities ; the greateft of which was (befides 
a hafty, Iharp way of exprefiSng himfelf ) that he be- 
lieved innocence of heart, and integrity of manners, 

was 
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was a guard ftrong enough to fecure any man ill his 
voyage through this world, in what company foever 
he travelled, and through what ways foever he was to 
pafs : and fure never any man was better fupplied 
with that provifion. He was born of honeft parents, 
who were well able to provide for his education in the 
fchools of learning, from whence they fent him to 
St. John's College in Oxford, the worft endowed at 
that time of any in that famous Univerfity. From a 
Scholar he became a Fellow, and then the Prefidcnt 
of the College, after he had received all the graces 
and degrees (the ProcSlorlhip and the DoAorfliip) 
could be obtained there. He was always maligned 
and perfecuted by thofe who were of the Calvinian 
fadion, which was then very powerful, and who, ac- 
cording to their ufual maxim and praftice, call every 
man they do not love, Papift; and under this fenfelefi 
appellation they created him many troubles and vex- 
ations ; and fo far fupprefled him, that though he 
was the King's Chaplain, and taken notice of for an 
excellent preacher, and a fcholar of the moft fublime 
parts, he had not any preferment to invite him to 
leave his poor College, which only gave him bread, 
till the vigour of his age was paft : and when he was 
promoted by King James, it was but to a poor bi- 
fliopric in Wales, which was not fo good a fupport 
for a Bifliop, as his College was for a private Scholar, 
though a Dodlor. ; ' ^ 

Parliaments in that time were frequent, and . grew 
very bufy; and the party, under which he had fufFered|jJ^ 
a continual perfecution, appeared very powerful, antf i 
full of deli gn, and they who had the courage to oppofe 
them, begun to be taken notice of with ?ipprobation 
and countenance : under this ftyle he came to fate firft 
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cheriflied by the Duke of Buckingham, who had 
made fome experiments of the temper and fpirit of 
the other people, nothing to his fatisfadlion. From 
this time he profpered at the rate of his own wifhes, 
and being tranfplanted out of his cold barren diocefe 
of St. David's, into a warmer climate, he was left, as 
was faid before, by that great favourite in that great 
tnifl with the King, who was fufficiently indifpofed 
towards the perfons or the principles of Calvin's dif- 
ciples. 

When he came into great authority, it may be, he 
retained too keen a memory of thofe who had fo un- 
juftly and uncharitably perfecuted him before ; and, 
I doubt, was fo far tranfported with the fame paffions 
he had reafon to complain of in his adverfaries, that, 
as they accufed him of Popery, becaufe he had fome 
dodrinal opinions which they liked not, though they 
were nothing allied to Popery ; fo he entertained too 
much prejudice to fome perfons, as if they were 
enemies to the difcipline of the Church, becaufe they 
concurred with Calvin in fome dodlrinal points; when 
they abhorred his difcipline, and reverenced the go- 
vernment of the Church, and prayed for the peace of 
it with as much zeal and fervency as any in the king- 
dom i as they made manifeil in their lives, and in 
their fufferings with it, and for it. He had, from his 
firft entrance into the world, without any difguife or 
diifimulation, declared his own opinion of that claffis 
of men ; and, as foon as it was in his power, he did all 
he could to hinder the growth and increafe of that 
£iA]on, and to reftrain thofe who were inclined to it, 
from doing the mifchief they defired to do. But his 
power at Court could not enough qualify him to go 
through with that difficult reformation, whilft he had 
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a fuperior in the Church, who, having the reins in 
his hand, could flacken them according to his own 
humour and indifcretion ; and was thought to be 
the more remifs, to irritate his choleric difpofition. 
But when he had now the primacy in his own 
hand, the King being infpired with the fame zeal, 
he thought he Ihould be to blame, and have much 
to anfwer for, if he did not make hafte to apply re* 
medies to thofe difeafes, which he faw would grow 
apace. 

In the end of September of the year 1633, he was 
invefted in the title, power, and jurifdiftion of Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and entirely in poffeffion of the 
revenue thereof, without a rival in Church or State ; 
that is, no man profefTed to oppofe his greatneis; and 
he had never interpofed or appeared in matters of 
i>r.jiizon State to this time. His firfi: care was, that the place 
Sop^of " he was removed from might be fupplied with a man 
^^^°^ who would be vigilant to pull up thofe weeds, which 
the London foil was too apt to nouriih, and fo drew 
his old friend and companion Dr. Juxon as near to 
him as he could. They had been Fellows together in 
one College in Oxford, and, when he was firft made 
Bifhop of Saint David's, he made him Prefidcnt of 
that College : when he could no longer keep the 
Deanery of the Chapel Royal, he made him his fuc- 
ceflbr in that near attendance upon the King : and 
now he was raifed to be Archblfhop, he eafily pre- 
vailed with the King to make the other, Bifhop of 
London, before, or very foon after, he had been con* 
fecrated Bifhop of Hereford, if he were more than 
eledl of that Church. 

It was now a time of great eafe and tranquillity; 
the King (as hath been laid before) had made himfelf 
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iiperior to all thofe difficulties and ftraits he had to 
:ontend with the four firft years he came to the Crown 
It home ; and was now reverenced by all his neigh- 
30urs, who needed his friendfhip, and delired to have 
it ; the wealth of the kingdom notorious to all the 
ivorld, and the general temper and humour of it 
little inclined to the Papift, and lefs to the Puritan, 
There were fome late taxes and impoiitions intro- 
duced, which rather angered than grieved the people, 
who were more than repaired by the quiet, peace, and 
profperity they enjoyed ; and the murmur and difcon- 
tent that was, appeared to be againft the excefs of 
power exercifed by the Crown, and fupported by the 
Judges in Weftminfter-Hall. The Church was not 
repined at, nor the leaft inclination to alter the go- 
frernment and difcipline thereof, or to change the 
dodrine. Nor was there at that time any confiderable 
number of perfons of any valuable condition through- 
out the kingdom, who did wilh either ; and the caufe 
of fo prodigious a change in fo few years after was 
too vifible from the efFedls. The Archbifhop's heart 
was fet upon the advancement of the Church, in 
which he well knew he had the King's full concur- 
rence, which he thought would be too powerful for 
any oppoiition ji and that he Ihould need no other 
affiftance. 

Though the nation generally, as was faid before, 
was without any ill talent to the Church, either in the 
point of the dodlrine, or the difcipline, yet they were 
not without a jealoufy that Popery was not enough 
difcountenanced, and were very averfe from admitting 
any thing they had not been ufed to, which they 
called innovation, and were eafily perfuaded, that any 
thing of that kind was but to pleafe the Papifls. Some 
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Warm con. doiH: final points in controverfy had jbeen, in the late 

tendons ...., .... , 

concerning years, agitated in the pulpits with more warmth 
thcArmfi^^i^d reflexions, than had ufed to be ; and thence 
an points. ^^ j^g^|. ^jj^j animofity increafed in books pro and 

con upon the fame arguments : mofl of the popular 
preachers, who had not looked into the ancient learn- 
ing, took Calvin's word for it, and did all they could 
to propagate his opinions in thofe points : they who 
had fludied more, and were better verfed in the anti- 
quities of the Church, the Fathers, the Councils, and 
the Eccleliaftical Hiftories, with the fame heat and 
pafl[ion in preaching and writing defended the con- 
trary. 

But becaufe, in the late difpute in the Dutch 
Churches, thofe opinions were fupported by Jacobus 
Arminius, the Divinity ProfeflTor in the Univerfity of 
Leyden in Holland, the latter men, we mentioned, were 
called Arminians ; though many of them had never 
read a word written by Arminius. Either fide defended 
and maintained the different opinions as the dodtrine 
of the Church of England, as the two great orders 
in the Church of Rome, the Dominicans and Fran- 
cifcans, did at the fame time, and had many hundred 
years before, with more vehemence and uncharitable- 
nefs, maintained the fame opinions «one againft the 
other; either party profefllng to adhere to the dodlrine 
of the Catholic Church, which had been ever wifcr 
than to determine the controverfy. And yet that 
party here, which could leaft fupport themfelves with 
reafon, were very folicitous, according to the ingenu- 
ity they always praftife to advance any of their pre- 
tences, to have the people believe, that they who held 
with Arminius did intend to introduce Popery ; and 
truly the other fide was no lefs willing to have it 

thought. 
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thought, that all, who adhered to Calvin in thofc con- 
troverlies, did in their hearts likewife adhere to him 
with reference to the difcipline, and defired to change 
the government of the Church, deftroy the Bifhops, 
and to fet up the difcipline that he had eftablifhed at 
Greneva ; and fo both fides found fuch reception ge- 
nerally with the people, as they were inclined to the 
perfons ; whereas, in truth, none of the one fide were 
at all inclined to Popery, and very many of the other 
were moft affectionate to the peace and profperity of 
the Church, and very pious and learned men. 

The Archbifhop had, all his life, eminently 0ppdfed^';^5?J^j2 
Calvin^s doftrine in thofe controverfies, before the»?^«'coii* 
name of Arminius was taken notice of, or his opinions 
heard of ; and thereupon, for want of another name, 
they had called him a Papifl, which nobody believed 
him to be, and he had more manifefted the contrary 
in his difputations and writings, than moft men had 
done ; and it may be. the other found the more fe-*- 
vere and rigorous ufage from him, for their pro-* 
pagating that calvminy againft him. He was a man 
of great courage and refolution, and being mofl af- 
fured within himfelf, that he propofed no end in all 
his adions and defigns, but what was pious and juft^ 
(as fure no man had ever a heart more entire to 
the King, the Church, or his Country), he never flu- 
died the eafieft ways to thofe ends ; he thought, it 
may be, that any art or indufbry that way would dif- 
xredit, at leaft make the integrity of the end fufpefted, 
let the caufe be what it will. He did court perfons 
too little ; nor cared to make his dcfigns and pur- 
pofes appear as candid as they were, by fhewing 
them in any other drefs than their own natural beauty, 
though perhaps in too rough a manner ; and did not 
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coniidet enough what men faid, or were lik6 to fay of 
hito. If the faults and vices were fit to be looked 
into, and difcovered, let the perfons be who they 
would that were guilty of them, they were fure to 
find no connivance of favour from him. He intended 
the difcipline of the Church Ihould be felt, as well as 
fpoken of, and that it Ihould be applied to the great- 
eft and moft fplendid tranfgreiTors, as well as to the 
punifhment of fmaller offences, and meaner offenders i 
and thereupon called for or cheriihed the difcovery 
of thofe who were not careful to cover their own 
iniquities, thinking they were above the reach of 
other men, or their power or will to chaflife. Perfons 
of honour and "great quality, of the Court, and of the 
Country, were every day cited into the High-Commif-* 
lion Court, upon the fame of their incontinence, or other 
fcandal in their lives, and were there profecuted to 
their fhame and punifhment : and as the fhame (which 
they called an infolent triumph upon their degree and 
quality, and levelling them with the common people) 
was never forgotten, but watched for revenge ; fo the 
fines impofed there were the more queilioned, and re- 
pined againft, becaufe they were affigned to the re- 
building and repairing St. PauFs Church; and thought 
therefore to be the more feverely impofed, and the lefs 
compaffionately reduced and excufed ; which likewifc 
made the jurifdi<ftion and rigour of the Star-Chamber 
more felt, and murmured againfl, and fharpened many 
men's humours againfl the Bifhops, before they had 
any ill intention towards the Church. 
Pvyn, 6ur- There were three perfons moft notorious for their 
Wkwfck. declared malice againft the government of the Church 
by Bilhops, in their feveral books and writings, 
which they had publifhed to corrupt the people, with 
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circumftances very fcandalous, and in language very 
fcurrilous, and impudent ; which all men thought de« 
ferved very exemplary punilhment : they were of the 
three feveral profeffions which had the moll influence 
upon the people, a Divine, a Common Lawyer, and a 
Do<ftor of Phyfic ; none of them of intereft, or any 
efteem with the worthy part of their feveral profef- 
fions, having been formerly all looked upon under 
characters of reproach : yet when they were all fen- 
tenced, and for the execution of tliat fentence brought 
out to be punifhed as common and fignal rogues, ex-* 
poled upon fcafFolds to have their ears cut oflT, and 
their £ices and foreheads branded with hot irons, (as 
the pooreft and moll mechanic malei^dlors ufed to 
be, when they were not able to redeem themfelves by 
any fine for their trefpaflTes, or to latisfy any damages 
for the fcandals they had raifed againll the good 
name and reputation of others), men begun no more 
to confider their manners, but the men; and each 
profelfion, with anger and indignation enough, thought 
their education, and degrees, and quality, would have 
fecured them from fuch infamous judgments, and 
treafured up wrath for the time to come. 

The remiflhefs of Abbot, and of other Bilhops by 
his example, had introduced, or at leaH connived at, 
a negligence, that gave great fcandal to the Church, 
and no doubt offended very many pious men. The 
people took fo little care of the churches, and the 
parfons as little of the chancels, that, inllead of beau- 
tifying or adorning them in any degree, they rarely 
provided againll the falling of many of their churches ; 
and fulFered them at leall to be kept fo indecently 
and flovenly, that they would not have endured it in 
the ordinary offices of their own houfes ; the rain and 
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the wind to infeft them, and the Sacraments thenl-* 
felves to be adminiftered where the people had moft 
mind to receive them. This profane liberty and 
imcleanlinefs the Archbifhop refolved to reform with 
all expedition, requiring the other Bifhops to concur 
with him in fo pious a work ; and the work fure was 
very grateful to all men of devotion : yet, I know not 
how^ the profecution of it with too much affedlation 
of expcnce, it may be, or with too much paflion be- 
tween the minifters and the parilhioners, raifed an 
evil fpirit towards the Church, which the enemies of it 
took much advantage of, as foon as they had an op- 
portunity to make the worft ufe of it* 

The removing the communion table out of the 
body of the church, where it had ufed to ftand, and 
to be applied to all ufes, and fixing it to one place in 
the upper end of the chancel^ which frequently made 
the buying a new table to be neceflary ; the inclof- 
ing it with a rail of joiner's work, and thereby fencing 
it from the approach of dogs, and all fervile ufes ; the 
obliging all perfons to come up to thofe rails to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, how acceptable foever to grave 
and intelligent perfons, who loved order and decency, 
(for acceptable it was to fuch), yet introduced iirft 
murmurings amongft the people^ upon the very 
charge and expence of it; and if the Minifter were 
not a man of difcretion and reputation to compofe and 
reconcile thofe indifpofitions, (as too frequently he was 
• notj and rather inflamed and increafed the diftemper), 
it begot fuits and appeals at law. The opinion tliat 
there was no neceffity of doing any thing, and the 
complaint that there was too much done, brought the 
power and jurifdiftion, that impofed the doing of it, 
to be called in queftion, contradided, and oppofed. 

Thca 
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Then the manner, and gcfture, and pofture, in the ce- 
lebration of it, brought in new difputes, and admini^ 
ftered new fubjefts of offence, according to the cuf^ 
torn of the place, and humour of the people ; and 
thofe difputes brought in new words and terms (Altar, 
Adoration, and Grenuilexion, and other expreilions) for 
the more perfpicuous carrying on thofe difputations. 
New books were written for and againft this new 
pracSlice, with the fame earneilnefs and contention for 
vi<5lory, as if the life of Chriftianity had been at ftake. 
Befides, there was not an equal concurrence, in the 
profecution of this matter, amongft the Bifhops them- 
fclvcs ; fome of them proceeding more remifsly in it, 
and fome not only negleAing to diredt any thing to 
be done towards it, but reftraining thofe who had 4 
mind to it, from i^eddling in it. And this again pro-i 
duced as inconvenient difputes, when the fubordinatQ 
Clergy would take upon them, not only without the 
direction of their diocefans, but exprefsly againft 
their injunctions, to make thofe alterations and re« 
formations themfelves, and by their owi^ authority^ 

The Archbifhop, guided purely by his zeal, and re- 
verence for the place of Grod's fervice^i and by the Ca- 
nons and Injundlions of the Church, witli^ the cuilom. 
obferved in the King's Chapel, and in i^pib cathedral 
churches, without coniidering the long iAtermii&on 
and difcontinuance in many other places, profecut^d 
this affair more paifionately than was fit for the feafon ; 
and had preju.dice againft thofe, who, out of fear or 
forelight, or not underftanding the thing, had not the 
fame warmth to promote it. The Bifliops who had been 
preferred by his favour, or hoped to be fo, were ^t 
leaft as folicitous to bring it to pafs in their feveral 
^iocefes ; and fome of them with more pailioa <^ul 
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lefs circumfi>c<ftion, than they had his example for, or 
than he approved ; profecuting thofe who oppofed 
them very fiercely, and fometimes unwarrantably, 
which was kept in remembrance. Whilft other Bi- 
Ihops, not fo many in number, or fo valuable in weight, 
who had not been beholding to him, nor had hope of 
being fo, were enough contented to give perfunftory 
orders for the doing it, and to fee the execution of 
thofe orders not minded ; and not the lefs pleafed to 
find, that the prejudice of that whole tranlk<5lion re- 
fiefted fblely upon the Archbilhop. 

The Bifliop of Lincoln (Williams) who had hereto- 
fore been Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, 
and generally unacceptable whilft he held that oflSicc, 
was, fince his difgrace at Court, and profecution from 
thence, become very popular ; and having feveral 
faults objcfted to him, the punifhment whereof threat- 
ened him every day, he was very willing to change 
the fcene, and to be brought upon the ftage for oppof- 
ing thefe innovations (as he called them) in religion. 
It was an unlucky word, and cozened very many 
honeft men into apprehenfions very prejudicial to the 
King and to the Church. He publifhed a difcourfe 
and treatife againft the matter and manner of the pro- 
fecution of that bufinefs ; a book fo full of good learn- 
ing, and that learning fo clofe and folidly applied, 
(though it abounded with too many light expreffions), 
that it gained him reputation enough to be able to do 
hurt ; and fhewedthat, in his retirement, he had fpent 
his time with his books very profitably. He ufed all the 
wit and all the malice he could, to awaken the people 
to a jealoufy of thefe agitations and innovations in the 
cxercife of religion ; not without infinuations that it 
aimed at greater alterations, for which he knew the 

peo- 
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people would quickly iind a name ; and he was ambi- 
tious to have it believed that the Archbifhop was his 
greateft enemy^ for his having conilantly oppofed hia 
riling to any government in the Churchy as a man 
whofe hot and hafty fpirit he had long known. 

Though there were other books written with gQo4 
learning, and which fufHciently anfwered the Bifhop^s 
book, and to men of equal and difpafiionate inclina- 
tions folly vindicated the proceedings which had been, 
and were ftill, very fervently carried on ; yet it was 
done by men >vhofe names were not much reverenced, 
and who were taken notice of, with great infolence and 
afperity to undertake the defence of all things which 
the people generally were difpleafed with, and who 
did not afFeA to be much cared for by thofe of their 
own order. So that from this unhappy fubjecft, not 
in itfelf of that important value to be either entereci 
upon with that refolution, or to be carried on with 
that pailion, proceeded upon the matter a fchifm 
amongft the Biihops themfelves, and a great deal of 
uncharitablenefs in the learned and moderate Clergy,, 
towards one another : which, though it could not in- 
creafa^the malice, added very much to the ability and 
power of the enemies of the Church to do it hurt, and 
alfo to the number of them. For without doubt, 
many who loved the eftablilhed government of the 
Church, and the exercife of religion as it was ufed, ^nd 
defired not a change ifi either, nor did diflike the or- 
der and decency, which they faw mended, yet they 
liked norany novelties, and fo were liable to entertain 
jealoufies that more was intended than was hitherto 
propofed ; efpecially when thofe infofions proceeded 
from men unfufpe6Ved to have any inclinations to 
change, ai\d known affertors of the goverr^mcnt both in 
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Church and 'State. They did obfervc the inferior 
Clergy took more upon them than they were wont^ 
and did not live towards their neighbours of q\iality» 
or their patrons themfelves, with that civility and con- 
defceniion they had ufed to do ; which difpofed theni 
likewife to a withdrawing their good countenance and 
good neighbourhood from them. 

The Archbiihop had not been long in that po&f 
when there was another great alteration in the Court 
by the death of the Earl of Portland^ High Treafurer 
of England ; a man fo jealous of the Archbilhop's 
credit with the King, that he always endeavoured to 
lefTen it by all the arts and ways he could ; which he 
was fo fsir from effeAing, that^ as it ufually falls out^ 
when paflion and malice make acculation^ by fuggeft- 
ing many particulars which the King knew to be un* 
true^ or believed to be no faults, he rather confirmed, 
his Majefty's judgment of him^ and prejudiced his own 
Upon the reputation. His death caufed no grief in the Arch- 
^'iwfd's bi^op 5 who was upon it made one of the Commif- 
death, the fioners of the Treafury and Revenue, which he had 
made one reafon to be forry for, becaufe it engaged him in civil 
Commif. buiinefs and matters of State, wherein he had little ex- 
Ae"Tr^u- P^^^^'^^^' and which he had hitherto avoided. But 
'y* being obliged to it now by his trufl:, he entered upon 

it with his natural earneftnefs and warmth, making it 
his principal care to advance and improve the King^s 
revenue by all the ways which were offered, and fo 
hearkened to all informations and propofitions of that 
. kind ; and having not had experience of that tribe of 
people who deal in that traffic, (a confident, fenfelefs, 
and for the moft part a naughty people), he was fomc- 
times mifled by them to think better of fome projedls 
than they deferved : but then he was fo entirely de- 
voted 
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to what would be beneficial to the King, that 
ipolitions and deiigns^ which were for the profit 
or principally) of particular perfons how great 
» were oppofed and croifed, and very often total- 
preffed and flified in their birth, by his power 
Lthority ; which created him enemies enough in 
3urt, and many of ability to do mifchief^ who 
well how to recompenfe difcourtefies^ which 
Iways called injuries. 

J revenue of too many of the Court confifled 
pally in inclofures^ and improvements of that 
, which he flill oppofed paflionately, except they 
bunded upon law ; and then^ if it would bring 
to the King, how old and obfolete foever the 
as, he thought he might juftly advife the pro- 
m. And fo he did a little too much coiyite- 
the commifEon concerning depopulation, which 
ht much charge and 'trouble upon the people^^ 
u likewife caft upon his accoimt. 
had obferved^ and knew it muft be fo^ that the 
pal officers of the revenue^ who governed the 
of money, had always accefs to the King, and 
more time with him in private than any of his 
ts or counfellors, and had thereby frequent op- 
lities to do good or ill offices to many men ; of 
he had had experience, when the Earl of Port- 
ras Treafurer, and the Lord Cottington Chancel- 
* the Exchequer; neither of them being his 
I ; and the latter ftiU enjoying his place^ and hav* 
s former accefs^ and fo continuing a joint Com- 
aer of the Treafury with him, and underflanding 
>rovince much better, flill oppofed, and com- 
carried every thing againft him: fo that he 
;:ary of the toil and vexation of that bjofinefs ;^ 

as 
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as all other men were, and ftill are of the delays which 
are in all difpatches in that office, whilft it is executed 
by commiffion. 
BifhopJua- The Treafurer's is the greateft office of benefit in 
L^rd^Ti^- *1^^ kingdom, and the chief in precedence next the 
furer. Archbifhop's, and the Great Seal : fo that the eyes of 
all men were at gaze who fhould have this great office ; 
and the greatefl of the nobility, who were in the chief- 
cfl employments, looked upon it as the prize of one 
of them ; fiich offices commonly making way for 
more removes and preferments : when on a fuddeo 
the ftafF was put into the hands of the Bifhop of Lon- 
don, a man fo unknown, that his name was fcarce heard 
of in the kingdom, who had been within two years be- 
fore but a private Chaplain to the King, and the Pte- 
fident of a poor college in Oxford. This inflamed 
more men than were angry before, and no doubt did 
not only fharpen the edge' of envy and malice i^ainft 
the Archbifhop, (who was the known architeft of this 
new fabric), but mofl unjuflly indifpofed many towards 
the Church itfelf ; which they looked upon as the 
gulph ready to fwallow all the great offices, there bcv 
ing others in view, of that robe, who were ambitious 
enough to expeft the refl. 

In the mean time the Archbifhop himfelf was infir 
nitely pleafed with what was done, and unhappily be- 
lieved he had provided a flronger fupport for the 
Church ; and never abated any thing of his feverity 
and rigour towards men of all conditions, or in the 
fharpnefs of his language and expreffions, which was 
fo natural to him, that he could not debate any thing 
without fome commotion, when the argument was not 
of moment, nor bear contra didlion in debate, even in 
the Council, where all men are equally free, with that 
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cc and temper that was neceffary ; of which 
vho wifhed him not well took many advantages, 
rould therefore contradict him, that he might be 
K>rted with fome indecent paflion ; which, upon 
t recoUeftion, he was always forry for, and moll 
y and heartily would make acknowledgment. No 
fo willingly made unkind ufe of all thofe occa- 
as the Lord Cottington, who being a mafter of 
;r, and of the moft profound dif&mulation, kncvr 
ell how to lead him into a miftake, and then drive 
nto choler, and then expofe him upon the matter, 
le manner, to the judgment of the company ; and 
ofe to do this moft when the King was prefent ; 
ben he would dine with him the next day. 
e King, who was exceilively affedled to bunting 
!ie fports of the field, had a great defire to make 
at park for red as well as fallow deer, between 
nond and Hampton- Court, where he had large 
8 of his own, and great parcels of wood, which 

it very fit for the ufe he defigned it to : but as 
parifhes had commons in thofe waftes, fo many 
emen and farmers had good houfes and good 
. intermingled with thofe waftes of their own in- 
mce, or for their lives, or years j and without tak- 
f them into the park, it would not be of the large- 
ir for the ufe propofed. His Majefty defired to pur- 
: thofe lands, and was very willing to buy them 

higher terms than the people could fell them at; 
ly body elfe, if they had occafion to part with 

; and thought it no unreafonable thing, upon 

terms, to expecft this from his fubjefts ; and fo, 
iployed his own furveyor, andother of his officers, 
at with the owners, many whereof were his own 
;ts, whofe farms would at laft expire. 

The 
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The major part of the people were in a fhort time 
prevailed with, but many very obftinatcly refufed ; and 
a gentleman, who had the beft eftate, with a conve* 
nient houfe. and gardens, would by no means part with 
it ; and the King being as earneft to compais it, it 
made a great noife, as if the King would take away 
men's eftates at his own pleafure. The Biihop of Lon- 
don, who was Treafurer, and the Lord Cottington, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, were, from the firft en* 
tcring upon it, very averfe from the defign, not only 
for the murmur of the people, but becaufe the pur* 
chafe of the land, and the making a brick-wall about . 
fo large a parcel of ground, (for it is near ten miles 
about), would coil a greater fum of money than they 
could eaiily provide, or than they thought ought to 
be facrificcd to fuch an occaiion : and the Lord Cot* 
tington (who was more folicited by the country peo- 
ple, and heard moil of their murmurs) took the bufi- 
nefs mod to heart, and endeavoured by all the ways 
he could, and by frequent importunities, to divert his 
Majcily from purfuing it, and put all delays he could 
well do in the bargains which were to be made ; till 
the King grew very angry with him, and told him, 
he was refolved to go through with it, ^uid had al-- 
ready caufed brick to be burned, and much of th$ 
wall to be t)uilt upon his own land :'* upon wbicli 
Cottington thought fit to acquiefce. 

The building the wall before people confented to 
part with their land, or their common, looked to them 
as if by degrees they fhpuld be ihut out from both, 
and increafed the murmur and noife of the people who 
were not concerned, as well as of them who were : 
and it was too near London not to be the common 
difcourfe. The Archbifhop (who defired exceedingly 
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at tlie King fhould be pofTelTed as much of the hearts 
the people as was pebble, at leaft that they fhould 
•ve no juft caufe to complain) meeting with it, re- 
ived to fpeak with the King of it ; which he did, 
id received fuch aaanfwer from him, that he thought 
s Majefty Either hot informed enough of^the incon- 
niefices and mifchiefs of the thing, than politiyely 
folved not to defift from it. Whereupon one day 
: took the Lord Cottington afide, (being informed 
at he difliked it> and, according to his natural cuf- 
m, ipake with great warmth againil it), and told 
m, *^ he ihould do very well to give the King good 
counfel, and to withdraw him from a refolution, in 
which his honour and juftice was fo much called in 
queftion.'* Cottington anfwered him very gravely, 
that the thing deligned was very lawful, and he 
thought the King refolved very well, fince the pUce 
Uy fo conveniently for his winter exercife, and that 
he fhould by it not be compelled to make fo long 
journeys as he ufed to do, in that feafon of the year, 
for his fport, and that nobody ought to diifuade 
him from it/' 

The Afchbifhop, inftead t)f finding a concurrence 
rai him^ as he expedcd> feeing himfelf reproached 
K>D the matter for his opinion, grew into much paf- 
m, telling him, " fuch men as he would ruin the 
King, and make him lofe the afFedlions of his fub- 
jeds ; that for his own part, as he had begun, fo he 
would go on to difluade the King from proceeding 
in fo ill a counfel, and that he hoped it would appear 
who had been his counfellor/* Cottington, glad to 
e him fo foon hot, and refolved to inflame him more, 
:ry calmly replied to him, ** that he thought a man 
could not^ with a good confcience, hinder the King 
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from purfuing his refolutions^ and that it could not 
but proceed from want of afFeAion to his perfon, 
<< and he was not fure that it might not be high trea- 
" fon." The other, upon the wildnefs of his difcourfe, 
in great anger aiked him, " Why ? from whence he 
** had received that doftrine ?" He faid, with the fame 
temper, " They, who did not wiih the King's health, 
'' could not love him ; and they, who went about to 
** hinder his taking recreation, which preferred his 
^^ health, might be thought, for ought he knew, guilty 
" of the higheft crimes," Upon which the Archbi- 
fhop in great rage, and with many reproaches, left him, 
and either prcfently, or upon the next opportunityi 
told the King,/^ that he now knew who was his great 
'^ counfellor for making his park, and that he did not 
*' wonder that men durft not reprefent any argument! 
" to the contrary, or let his Majefty know how much 
*^ he fufiered in it, when fuch principles in divinity 
" and law were laid down to terrify them ;" and fo 
recoimted to him the conference he had with the Lord 
Cottington, bitterly inveighing again fl him and his 
doftrine, mentioning him with all the fharp reproaches 
imaginable, and befeeching his Majefty " that his 
*^ counfel might not prevail with him," taking fomc 
pains to make his conclulions appear very falfe and 
ridiculous. 

The King faid no more, but, ** My lord, you arc 
** deceived ; Cottington is too hard for you : upon 
" my word, he hath not only difluaded me more, and 
" given more reafons againft this bulinefs, than all the 
men in England have done, but hath really ob- 
ftrudled the work by not doing his duty, as I com- 
manded him, for which I have been very much dif- 
pleafcd with him : you fee how unjuftly your paf- 
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" fion hath tranfported you." By which reprehenlion 
he found how much he had been abufed, and referited 
it accordingly. 

Whatfoever was the caufe of it, this excellent man,, 
who ftood not upon the advantage ground before, 
from the time of his promotion to the Archbifhopric, 
or rather from that of his being Commiflioner of the 
Treafury, exceedingly provoked, or underwent the en- 
vy, and reproach, and malice of men of all qualities and 
conditions ; who agreed in nothing elfe : all which, 
though well enough known to him, were not enough 
coniidered by him, who believed, as moft men did, 
the government to be fo firmly fettled, that it could 
neither be Ihaken from within nor without, and that 
leis than a general confulion of Law and Gofpel cquld 
not hurt him ; which was true too : but he did not 
foidee how eaiily that confulion might be brought to 
pals, as it proved fhortly to be. And with this gene- 
ral obfervation of the outward vifible profperity, and 
the inward referved difpofition of the people to mur- 
mur and unquietnefs, we conclude this firft book. 
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PsAL, lii. 2, 4. 
Tfy iongue devtfeth mifcbiefsy like ajharp razor ^ working deait^ 

Tbou hveft all devouring %uordSy tbou deceitful tongue* 

PSAL. Iv. 21. 

The wordi of bis moutb werefmootber than butter ^ but war was 
in bis beart : bis words were fofter tban oU^yet were tbty 
drawnfwordsm 

At was towards the end of the year 1633, when the AfiSiire in 
King returned from Scotland, having left it to the after the 
care of fome of the Bilhops there to provide fuch a^tum 
Liturgy, and fuch a book of Canons, as might beft fuitJ^^^JJ^^'j^^;^ 
the nature and humour of the better fort of that peo-^y «« *h« 

, cotnpoung 

pie ; to which the reft would eafily fubmit : andthat,aLitur5y 
as feft as they made them ready, they Ihould tranfmitnoM. ' 
them to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, to whofe af- 
fiftance the King joined the Bilhop of London, and 
Do6lor Wren, who, by that time, was become Bifhop 
of Norwich s a man of a fevere, four nature, but very 
VOL. I. M learned^ 
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learned, and particularly verfed in the old Liturgies of 
the Greek and Latin Churches. And after his Ma- 
jefty fhould be this way cenified of what was fo fent, 
he would recommend and enjoin the pra6lice and ufc 
of both to that his natire kingdom. The Bifhops 
there had fomewhat to do, before they went about the 
preparing the Canons and the Liturgy ; what had 
pafled at the King's being there in Parliament had left 
bitter inclinations and unruly fpirits in many of the 
moft popular Nobility ; who watched only for an op- 
portunity to inflame the people, and were well enough 
contented to fee combuftible matter every day ga- 
thered together to contribute to that fire. 

The promoting fo many Bilhops to be of the Privy- 
Council, and to fit in the courts of juftice^ feemed at 
firft wonderifully to facilitate all that was in deiign^ 
and to create an aflfedlion and reverence towards tha 
Church, at leaft an application to and dependence 
upon the greateft Churchmen. So that there feemed 
to.be not only a good preparation made with the peo- 
ple, but a general expectation, and even a defire that 
they might have a Liturgy, and more decency obfervcd 
in the Church. And this temper was believed to be 
the mote univ^rfal, becaufe neither from any of the 
Nobility, nor of the Clergy, who were thought mofk 
ayerfe from, it, there appeared any fign of contradic- 
tion, nor that licence of language againft it, as was na- 
tural to that nation ; but an entire acquiefcencc in all 
the Bilhops thought fit to do ; which was interpreted. 
to proceed from a converfion ia their judgment, at 
leaft to a fubmiflSion to authority : whereas in truth, it 
appeared afterwards to be from the obfervation they 
made of the temper and indifcretion of thofe Biihops 
in the greateft authority^ that they were like to have 

more 
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more advantages adminiftered to them by their ill 
managery, than they could raife by any contrivance 
of their own. 

It was now two years, or very near fo much, before Touching 
the Bifhops in Scotland had prepared any thing to of-cwions. ' 
fcr to the King towards their intended reformation ; 
and then they inverted the proper method, and firft 
prefented a body of Canons to precede the Liturgy, 
which was not yet ready, they choofing to finifli the 
ihorter work firft. The King referred the confidera^ 
tion of the Canons, as he had before refolved to do, 
to the Archbifhop, and the other two Bifhops formerly 
named, the Bifhop of London, and the Bilhop of Nor- 
wich ; who, after their perufal of them, and fome al- 
terations niade with the confent of thofe Bifhops who 
bfx>ught them from Scotland, returned them to the 
King ; and his Majefty, impatient to fee the good 
woiic entered upon without any other ceremony, (af- 
ter having given his royal approbation), ifTued out 
his proclamation for the due obfervation of them with- 
in his kingdom of Scotland. 

It was a fatal inadvertency that thefe Canons, nei- 
ther before, nor after they were fent to the King, had 
been ever feen by the AfTembly, or any convocation of 
the Clergy, which was fo ftriAly obliged to the obfer- 
vation of them ; nor fo much as communicated to the 
Lords of the Council of that kingdom ; it being almof): 
impollible that any new difcipline could be introduced 
into the Church, which would not much concern the 
government of the State, and even trench upon or 
refer to the municipal laws of the kingdom. And, in 
this confideration, the Archbifhop of Canterbury had 
always declared to the Bifhops of Scotland, " that it 
*' was their part to be fure, that nothing they fhould 

Ma "pro- 
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" propofe to the King ifi the bufiAefs of the Churchy 
^^ Ihould be contrary to the laws of the land, which he 
*^ could not be thought to underftand ; and that they 
** fhould never put any thing in execution, without the 
*^ confent and approbation of the Privy-Council." 
But it was the unhappy craft of thofe Bifhops to get 
it believed by the King, that the work w^ould be grate- 
ful to the moft confiderable of the Nobility, the Clergy, 
and the People, (which they could hardly believe), in 
order to the obtaining his Majefty's approbation and 
authority for the execution of that, which they did 
really believe would not find oppofition from the No- 
bility, Clergy, or People, againft his Majefty*s exprefe 
power and will, which without doubt was then in great 
veneration in that kingdom ; and fo they did not in truth 
dare to fubmit thofe Canons to any other examination, 
than what the King ihould direct in England. 

It was, in the next place, as ftrange, that CanoM 
Ihould be publilhed before the Liturgy was prepared, 
(which was not ready in a year after, or thereabouts), 
when three or four of the Canons were principally for 
the obfervation of, and pundlual compliance with, 
the Liturgy ; which all the Clergy were to be fworn 
to fubmit to, and to pay all obedience to what was 
enjoined by it, before they knew what it contained. 
Whereas, if the Liturgy had been firft publifhed with 
all due circumftances, it is poffible that it might have 
found a better reception^ and the Canons have been 
lefs examined. 

The Scottifh nation, how capable foever it was o£. 
being led by fome great men, and mifled by the 
Clergy, would have been corrupted by neither into a 
barefaced rebellion againft their King, whofe per- 
fon they loved, and reverenced his government ; nor 

could 
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could they have been wrought upon towards the lef- 
fening the one, or the other, by any other fuggeftions 
or infufions, than fuch as (hould make them jealous 
or apprehenfive of a defign to introduce popery; a 
great part of their religion confifting in an entire 
deteilation of popery, in believing the Pope to be 
Antichrift, and hating perfedlly the perfons of all 
papifts. 

The Canons now publilhed, befides (as hath been 
touched before) that they had pafled no approbation 
of the Clergy, or been communicated to the Council, 
appeared to be fo many new laws impofed upon the 
whole kingdom by the King's fole authority, and 
contrived by a few private men, of whom they had 
no good opinion, and who were ftrangers to the na- 
tion ; fo that it was thought no other than a fubjec- 
tion to England, by receiving laws from thence, of 
which they were moft jealous, and which they moft 
pwdflonately abhorred. Then they were fo far from 
being confined to the Church, and the matters of re- 
Jigion, that they believed there was no part of their 
civil government uninvaded by them, and no per- 
fons of what quality foever unconcerned, and, as they 
thought, unhurt in them. And there were fome 
things in fome particular Canons, how rational foever 
in themfelves, and how diftant foever in the words 
and expreffions from inclining to popery, which yet 
gave too much advantage to thofe who malicioufly 
watched the occafion to perfuade weak men, that it 
was an approach and introdudtion to that religion, 
the very imagination whereof intoxicated all men, 
and deprived them of all faculties to examine and 
judge. 

Some of the faid Canons defined and determined 

M 3 fuch 



€1 



€C 



i66 THE HISTORY BookII. 

fuch an unlimited " power and prerogative to be in 
*^ the King, according to the pattern" (in exprefe 
terms) " of the Kings of Ifrael, and fuch a full fu- 
** premacy in all cafes ' ecclefiaftical, as hath never 
^' been pretended to by their former Kings, or fub- 
*' mitted to by the Clergy and Laity of that nation j" 
which made impreffion upon men of all tempers, hu- 
mours, and inclinations. ** And that no eccleiiaftical 
^* perfon fhould become furety, or boimd for any 
** man ; that national or general affemblies fhould be 
called only by the King's authority; that all Bi- 
fhopsy and other ecclefiailical perfons, who die 
*' without children, fhould be obliged to give a good 
part of their eflates to the Church, and, though 
they fhould have children, yet to leave fomewhat to 
the Church, and for advancement of learning;" which 
feemed rather tojbe matter of State, and policy, than 
of religion ; thwarted their laws and cufloms, which 
had been obferved by them ; lefTened, if not took 
away the credit of Churchmen ; and prohibited them 
from that liberty of commerce in civil affairs, which 
the laws permitted to them ; and refledled upon the 
interefls of thofe who had, or might have, a right to 
inherit from Clergymen. ** That none fhould re- 
ceive the Sacrament but upon their knees; that 
the Clergy fhould have no private meetings for ex- 
pounding Scripture, or for confulting upon matters 
** ecclefiaflical ; that no man fhould cover his head 
^^ in the time of divine fervice ; and that no Clergy- 
" man fhould conceive prayers ex tempore, but be 
bound to pray only by the form prefcribed in the 
Liturgy," (which, by the way, was not feen nor 
framed), " and that no man fhould teach a public 
" fchool, or in a private houfe, without a licence firfl 
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obtained from the Archbifhop of the province, or 
the Bifhop of the diocefe." 
All thcfe were new, and things with which they 
had not been acquainted ; and though they might be 
fit to be commended to a regular and orderly people, 
pioufly difpofed, yet it was too ftrong meat for infants 
in difcipline, and too much nourifliment to be admi- 
niftered at once to weak and queafy ftomachs, and 
too much inclined to naufeate what was moft whole- 
fome. But then, to apply the old terms of the 
Church, to mention ^ the quatuor temporal and re- 
** ftrain all ordinations to thofe four feafons of the 
year ; to enjoin a font to be prepared in every 
church for baptifm, and a decent table for the 
•* communion j and to diredt and appoint the places 
*^ where both font and table Ihould ftand, and decent 
*^ ornaments for either ; to reftrain any excommuni- 
cation from being pronounced, or abfolution from 
being given, without the approbation of the Bilhop; 
to mention any practice of confeffion,*' (which they 
looked upon as the ftrongeft and moft infeparable 
limb of Antichrift), and to enjoin, " that no Prefbyter 
** ihould teveal any thing he Ihould receive in con- 
" feffion, except in fuch cafes, where, by the law df 
** the land, his own life fhould be forfeited ;" were 
all fuch matters of innovation, and in their nature fa 
fufpicious, that they thought they had reafon to be 
jealous of the worft that could follow j and the laft 
Canon of all provided, *^ that no perfon fhould be re- 
** ceived into holy orders, or fufFered to preach or 
*^ adminifter the Sacraments, without firft fubfcribing 
*^ to thofe Canons." 

It was now eafy for them who had thofe inclina- 
tions, to fuggeft to men of all conditions, that here 
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was an entire new model of government in Church and 
State ; the King might do what he would upon them 
all, and the Church was nothing but what the Bifhops 
would have it be : which they every day infufed into 
the minds of the people, with all the artifices which 
adminifter jealoufies of all kinds to thofe who are lia- 
ble to be difquieted with them : yet they would not 
fufFer (which Ihewed wonderfiil power and wonderful 
dexterity) any diforder to break out upon all this oc- 
cafion, but all was quiet, except fpreading of libels 
againfl the Bifhops, and propagating that fpirit as 
much as they could, by their correfpondence in Eng- 
land ; where they found too many every day tranf- 
ported by the fame infufions, in expedlation that 
thefe feeds of jealoufy from the Canons would grow 
apace, and produce fuch a reception for the Liturgy 
as they wiflied for. 
Toaching It was about the month of July, in the year 1637, 
Lituf^!'**^at the Liturgy (after it had been fent out of Scot- 
land, and perufed by the three Bifhops in England, 
and then approved and confirmed by the King) was 
publifhed, and appointed to be read in all the 
Churches. And in this particular there was the fame 
afFedled and premeditated omiflion, as had been in 
the preparation and publication of the Canons ; the 
Clergy not at all confulted in it, and, which was more 
ftrange, not all the Bifhops acquainted with it ; which 
was lefs cenfured afterwards, when fome of them re- 
nounced their function, and became ordinary Prefby- 
ters, as foon as they faw the current of the time. The 
Privy-Council had no other notice of it, than all the 
Jcingdom had, the Sunday before, when it was de- 
clared, " that the next Sunday the Liturgy fhould be 
*^ readi" by which they were the lefs concerned to 

fore- 
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forefee or prevent any obftrudlions which might 
happen. 

The proclamation had appointed it to be read the 
Eafter before ; but the Earl of Traquaire, high Trea- 
furer of Scotland, (who was the only counfellor or 
layman relied upon by the Archbifhop of .Canter* 
bury in that bufinefs), perfuaded the King to defer it 
till July, that fome good preparation might be made 
for the more cheerful reception of it. And as this 
paufe gave the difcontented party more heart, and 
more time for their feditious negociations, fo the ill 
confequences of it, or the adlions which were fubfe- 
quent to it, made him fufpefted to be privy to all 
the confpiracy, and to be an enemy to the Church ; 
though, in truth, there neither appeared then, nor in 
all the very unfortunate part of his life afterwards, 
any juft ground for that accufation and fufpicion : 
but as he was exceedingly obliged to the Archbifhop, 
fo he was a man of great parts, and well afiedled to 
the work in hand in his own judgment ; and if he 
had been as much depended upon, to have advifed the 
Bifhops in the profecution and for the condudt of it, 
as he was to affifl them in the carrying on whatfoever 
they propofed, it is very probable, that either fo 
much would not have been imdertaken together, or 
that it would have fucceeded better ; for he was with- 
out doubt not inferior to any of that nation in wifr 
dom and dexterity. And though he was often pro- 
voked, by the infolence of fome of the Bifhops, to a 
diflike of their overmuch fervour, and too little dif-. 
cretion, his integrity to the King was without bl^ 
mifh, and his affeftion to the Church fo notorious, 
that he never defcrted it, till both it and he were 

over- 
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over-run, and trod under foot; and they who were the 
moft notorious perfecutors of it never left perfecut- 
ing him to the death. 

Nor was any thing done which he had propofed, 
for the better adjufting things in the time of that fuf- 
penfion, but every thing left in the fame ftate of un- 
concernednefs as it was before ; not fo much as the 
Council's being better informed of it ; as if they had 
been fure that all men would have fubmitted to it for 
confcience fake, 
tiic man- On the Sunday morning appointed for the work, 
that Licur. the Chancellor of Scotland and others of the Council 
Sve^aT being prcfent in the cathedral church, the Dean be- 
Edinbuigh.g^j^ to read the Liturgy, which he had no fooner 
entered upon, but a noife and clamour was raifed 
throughout the church, that no words could be heard 
diftindily, and then a ihower of ftones, and flicks^ 
and cudgels were thrown at the Dean's head. The 
Biihop went up into the pulpit, and from thence pat 
them in mind of the facrednefs of the place, of their 
duty to God and the King : but he found no more 
reverence, nor was the clamour and diforder lefs than 
before. The Chancellor, from his feat, conunanded 
the Provoft and magiftrates of the city to defcend 
from the gallery in which they fate, and by their au- 
thority to fupprefs the riot ; which at laft with great 
difficulty they did, by driving the rudeft of thofe 
who made the difturbance out of the church, and 
Ihutting the doors, which gave the Dean an opportu- 
nity to proceed in the reading of the Liturgy, that 
was not at all attended or hearkened to by thofe who 
remained within the church ; and if it had, they who 
were turned out continued their barbarous noifcy 
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broke the windows, and endeavoured to break down 
the doors ; fo that it was not poffible for any to fol- 
low their devotions. 

When all was done that at that time could be done 
there, and the Council and magiftrates went out of 
the church to their houfes, the rabble followed the 
Biihops with all the opprobrious language they could 
invent, of bringing in fuperftition and popery into 
the kingdom, and making the people flaves ; and 
were not content to ufe their tongues, but employed 
their hands too in throwing dirt and ftones at them; 
and treated the Bifhop of Edinburgh, whom they 
looked upon as moft a6live that way, fo rudely, that 
with difficulty he got into a houfe, after they had 
torn his habit, and was from thence removed to his 
own, with great hazard of his life. As this was the 
reception it had in the cathedral, fo it fared not 
better in the other churches of the city, but was en- 
tertained with the fame hollowing and outcries, and 
threatening the men, whofe office it was to read it, 
with the fame bitter execrations agaitift Biihops and 
popery. 

Hitherto no perfon of condition or name appeared, 
or feemed to countenance this feditious confiiiion ; 
it was the rabble, of which nobody was named, and, 
which is more flrange, not one apprehended : and it 
feems the Biihops thought it not of moment enough 
to defire or require any help or protedtion from the 
Council; but without conferring with them, or ap- 
plying themfelves to them, they difpatched away an 
exprefs to the King, with a full and particular in- 
fomiation of all that had paifed, and a deiire that he 
would take that courfe he thought beft for the carry- 
ing on his fervice. 

UntU 
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Until this advertifement arrived from Scotland, 
there were very few in England who had heard of any 
diforders there, or of any thing done there, which might 
produce any. The King himfelf had been always fo 
jealous of the privileges of that his native kingdom, 
(as hath been touched before), and that it might not be 
difhonoured b]^ a fufpicion of having any dependence 
upon England, that he never fufFered any thing relat- 
ing to that to be debated, or fo much as communi- 
cated to his Privy-Council in this, (though many of 
that nation were, without diftindtion, counfellors of 
England), but handled all thofe affairs himfelf with two 
or three Scotfmen, who always attended in the Court 
for the bufinefs of that kingdom, which was upon the 
matter ftill difpatched by the fole advice and diredlioQ 
of the Marquis of Hamilton, 

And the truth is, there was fo little curiofity either 
in the Court, or the country, to know any thing of 
Scotland, or what was done there, that when the whole 
nation was folicitous to know what pafTed weekly in 
Germany and Poland, and all other parts of Europe, 
no man ever enquired what was doing in Scotland, 
nor had that kingdom a place or mention in one page 
of any gazette ; and even after the advertifement of 
this preamble to rebellion, no mention was made of 
it at the Council-Board, but fuch a difpatch made into 
Scotland upon it, as expreffed the King's diflike and 
difpleafure, and obliged the Lords of the Council there 
to appear more vigoroully in the vindication of his au- 
thority, and fuppreffion of thofe tumults. But all was 
too little. That people, after they had once begun, 
purfued the bufinefs vigoroufly, and with all imagin- 
able contempt of the government ; and though in the 
Jbubbub of the firft day there appeared nobody of 
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jiame or reckoning, but the aftors were really of the 
dregs of the people ; yet they difcovered by the coun- 
tenance of that day, that few men of rank were for- 
ward to engage themfelves in the quarrel on the be- 
half of the Bifhops ; whereupon more confiderable 
perfons every day appeared againft them, and (as here- 
tofore in the cafe of St. Paul, j4£fs xiii. 50. the Jews 
fiirred up the devout and honourable women) the women 
and ladies of the beft quality declared themfelves o£ 
the party, and, with all the reproaches imaginable, made 
war upon the Bifhops, as introducers of popery and 
fuperflition, againft which they avowed themfelves to 
be irreconcileable enemies : and their hufbands did not 
long defer the owning the fame fpirit; infomuch as 
within few days the Bifhops durft not appear in the 
ftrccts, nor in any courts or houfes, but were in dan- 
ger of their lives ; and fuch of the Lords as* durft be 
in their company, or feemed to defire to refcue them 
from violence, had their coaches torn in pieces, and 
their perfons affaulted, infomuch as they were glad to 
fend for fome of thofe great men, who did indeed go- 
vern the rabble, though they appeared not in it, who 
readily came and redeemed them out of their hands : 
io that by the time new orders came from England, 
there was fcarce a Bifhop left in Edinburgh, and not 
a Minifter who durft read the Liturgy in any church. 
All the kingdom flocked to Edinburgh, as in a ge- 
neral caufe that concerned their falvation, and refolved 
thenlfelves into a method of government, credled fe- 
veral tables, in which deputies fate for the Nobility, 
the Gentlemen, the Clergy, and the BurgefTes ; out of 
either of which tables a council was elefted to conduct 
their affairs, and a petition drawn up in the names of 
the Nobility, Lairds, Clergy, and BurgefTes, to the 

King, 
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Kmg, complaining of the introduftion of popery, and 
many other grievances. And if the Lords of the Coon- 
cil iflued out any order againft them, or if the King 
himfelf fent a proclamation for their repair to their 
houfes, and for the prefervation of the peace, prefent- 
ly fome nobleman deputed by the tables publiihed a 
proteilation againft thofe orders and proclamations, 
with the fame confidence, and with as much formality, 
as if the government were regularly in their hands. 
The Scot- They called a general afTembly, whither they fiim- 
^r^^^ moned the Bifhops to appear before them, and for not 
appearing, excommunicated them; and then they 
united themfelvcs by fubfcribing a, covenant, which 
they pretended, with their ufual confidence, to be no 
other than had been fubfcribed in the reign of King 
James, and that his Majefly himfelf had fubfcribed it; 
by which *impolition people of all degrees, fuppofing 
it might be a means to extinguiih the prefent fire, with 
* all alacrity engaged themfelves in it ; whereas in troth, 
they had inferted a claufe never heard of, and quite 
contrary to the end of that covenant, whereby tfcey 
obliged themfelves to purfue the extirpation of Bi- 
fhops, and had the confidence to demand the fame in 
exprefs terms of the King, in anfwer to a very graci- 
ous meffage the King had fent to them. They pub- 
lifhed bitter invedtives againfl the Bifhops and the 
whole government of the Church, which they were not 
contented to fend only into Epgland to kindle the 
fame fire there, but, with their letters, fent them to all 
the reformed Churches, by which they raifed fo great 
a prejudice to the King, that too many of them believed, 
that the King had a real defign to change religion, 
and introduce popery. 
It is very true, there were very many of the nobili- 
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ty, and perfons of principal quality of that nation, and 
in Edinburgh at that time, who did not appear yet, 
and concur in this feditious behaviour, or own their 
bdng yet of their party ; but on the contrarjr feemed 
very much to diflike their proceedings : but it is as 
true, that very few had the courage to do any thing in 
oppofition to them, or to concur in the profecution of 
any regal ad againft them ; which did in fome refpefls 
more advance their defigns, than if they had manifeft^ 
ly joined with them. For thefe men, many of whom 
were of the Council, by all their letters into England, 
exceedingly undervalued the diforder, as being " very 
*• eafy to be fuppreffed in a fhort time, when the peo- 
** lrfe*8 eyes fhould be opened ; and that the removing 
" the courts to fome other place, and a gracious con- 
defcenfion in the King in c^ering pardon for what 
was paft, would fuddenly fubdue them, and every 
body would return to his duty :*' and the city of 
Edinburgh itfelf writ an humble letter to the Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury, excufing the diforders which 
bad been raifed by the ignorance and rudenefs of the 
meaneft of the people, and befeeching him " to inter- 
** cede with his Majefty for the fufpenfion of his pre- 
** judice to them, till they fhould manifeft their duty 
*' to him, by inflifting exemplary punifkment upon 
*^ the chief offenders, and caudSng the Liturgy to be 
*' received and fiibmitted to in all their churches ;'* 
which they profefTed they would in a fhort time bring 
to pals. So that by this means, and the interpofition 
of all thofe of that nation who attended upon his Ma- 
jefly in his bedchamber, and in feveral ofHces at 
Court, who all undertook to know by their intelli- 
gences that all was quiet, or would fpeedily be fo ; his 
Majefly (who well knew that they who appeared mofl 
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a£live in this confederacy were much inferior to thofe 
who did not appear, and who profeffed great zeal for 
his fervice) hardly prevailed with himfelf to believe 
that he could receive any difturbance from thericc, 
till he found all his condefcenfions had raifed their in- 
folence, all his offers rejefted, and his proclamation of 
pardon flighted and contemned j and that they were lift- 
ing men towards the raifing an army, under the obli- 
gation of their covenant, and had already chofen 0>- 
lonel Lefly, a foldier of that nation of long experience 
and eminent command under the King of Sweden in 
Germany, to be their General ; who being lately dif- 
obliged (as they called it) by the King, that is, denied 
fomewhat he had a mind to have, had accepted of thq 
command. Then at laft the King thought it time to 
refort to other counfels, and to provide force to chaf- 
tife them, who had fo much defpifed all his gender 
remedies/ 

He could now no longer defer the acquainting the 
Council-Board, and the whole kingdom of England, 
-with the indignities he had fuilained in Scotland; 
which he did by proclamations and declarations at 
krge, fetting out the whole proceedings which bad 
been; and in the end of the year 1638 declared his 
refolution to raife an army to fupprefs their rebellion, 
for which he gave prefent order. 

And this was the firft alarm England received to- 
wards any trouble, after it had enjoyed for fo many 
years the moft uninterrupted profperity, in a full and 
plentiful peace, that any nation could be blefTed with : 
and as there was no apprehenfion of trouble from 
within, fo it was fecured from without by a llrongcr 
fleet at fea than the nation had ever been acquainted 
with, which drew reverence from all the neighbour 
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princes. The revenue had been fo well irrtproved, 
and fo warily managed, that there was money in the 
Exchequer proportionable for the imdertaking any 
noble enterprize : nor did this lirft noife of war and 
approach towards a<ftion feem to make any impreffion 
upon the minds of men, the Scots being in no degree 
either loved or feared by the people ; and moft men 
hoped, that this would free the Court from being 
henceforth troubled with thofe men ; and fo they 
feemed to embrace the occafion with notable alacrity : 
and there is no doubt, but if all of that nation who 
were united in the rebellion (fome of which ftaycd yet 
in the Court) had marched in their army, and public- 
ly owned the Covenant, which in their hearts they 
adored, neither the King, nor the kingdom, could 
have fuftained any great damage by them ; but the 
monument of their prefumption and their Ihame would 
have been raifed together, and no other memory pre- 
fervcd of their rebellion but in their memorable over- 
throw. 

God Almighty would not fufFer this difcerning fpi- 
rit of wifdom to govern at this time : the King thought 
it unjuft to condemn a nation for the tranfgreffion of 
a part of it, and ftill hoped to redeem it from the in- 
famy of a general defeftion, by the exemplary fidelity 
of a fuperior party, and therefore witiidrew not his 
confidence from any of thofe who attended his perfon, 
who, in truth, lay leiger for the Covenant, and kept up 
the fpirits of their countrymen by their intelligence. 

The King haftened the raifing an army, which wasThcKinp 
not long in doing. He chofe to make the Earl of my*^aga?nft* 
Arundel his General, a man who was thought to be ^^^ ^^^ * 
made choice of for his negative qualities : he did not 
love the Scots ; he did not love the Puritans ; which 
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qualifications were allayed by another negative, he cUA 
not much love any body elfe : but he was fit to kee 
the ftate of it ; and his rank was fuch, that no m 
would decline the fcmng under him. 

The Earl of lEffex was made Lieutenant-General o 
the army, the moft popular man of the kingdom, and th 
darling of the fword-men ; who, between a hatred an 
a contempt of the Scots, had nothing like an aflFeftio 
for any man of that nation ; and therefore was fo we 
pleafed with his promotion, that he begun to love the 
King the better for conferring it upon him, and en- 
tered upon the province with great fidelity and alacri* 
ty, and was capable from that hour of any impreffion 
the King would have fixed upon him. 

The Earl of Holland was General of the horfe ; 
who, befides the obligations he had to the Queen, (who 
vouchfafed to own a particular truft in him), was not 
then liable to the leaft fufpicion of want of affedlion 
and zeal for the King's fervice. 

In the beginning of the fpring, which was in the 
year 1639, an army was drawn together of near fix 
thoufand horfe, and about that number in foot, all ve- 
ry well difciplined men, under as good and experi- 
enced officers, as were to be found at that time in 
Chriftendom. With this army abundantly fupplied 
with a train of artillery, and all other provifions neccf- 
fary, the King advanced in the beginning of the fum- 
mer towards the borders of Scotland. 
And a fleet. This was not all the ftrength that was provided for 
the fuppreffing that rebellion, but the King had like- 
wife provided a good fleet, and had caufed a body of 
three thoufand foot to be embarked on thofe fhips ; 
all which were put under the command of the Mar- 
quis of Hamilton, who was to infeft the country by 
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ba to hinder their trade, atld to make d defcent upon 
he land, and join with fuch forces as the loyal party 
if that nation Ihould draw together to affift the King's, 
rhich his own intereft (as was believed) would give 
;reat life to, his family being numerous in the Nobili- 
y, and united in an entire dependence upon him. 

Upon the firft march of the army northwards, theTheEariof 
£arl of Eflex was fent with a party of horfe and foot, feffes Ber- 
o ufe all poflible expedition to poffefs himfelf of^*^ * 
Jcrwick, which the King had been advertifed the 
k:ots would fpeedily be makers of. The Earl loft no 
ime, but marched day and night with great order and 
liligence ; and every day met feveral Scotfmen of 
[uality well known to him, and fent exprefsly to the 
Cing, who all feverally made liim very particular rela- 
ions of the ftrength of the Scots army, the excellent 
lifcipline that was obferved in it, and the goodnefs of 
he men, and that they were by that time poffeflcd of 
Jcrwick ; and when he was within one day's march of 
t, a perfon of principal condition, of very near rela- 
ion to the King's fervice, (who pretended to be fent 
ipon matter of high importance to his Majefty from 
hofe who moft intended his fervice there), met him, 
ind advifed him very earneftly " not to advance far- 
' the'r with his party," which, he faid, " was fo much 

* inferior in number to thofe of the enemy, that it 

* would infallibly be cut off: that himfelf overtook 
'* the day before a ftrong party of the army, confift- 

* ing of three thoufand horfe and foot, with a train of 

* artillery, all which he left at fuch a place," (which 
le named) ^* within three hours march of Berwick, 

* where they refolved to be the night before, fo that 

* his proceeding farther muft be fruitlefs, and expofe 

* him to inevitable ruin." Thefe advertifements 
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wrought no otherwife upon the Earl, than to haften 
his marches, infomuch that he .came to Berwick foon- 
er than he propofed to have done, entered the place 
without the leaft oppofition, and by all the enquiry he 
could make by fending out parties, and other adver- 
tifements, he could not difcover that any of the ene- 
mies forces had been drawn that way, nor indeed that 
they had any confiderable forces together nearer than 
Edinburgh. 

The Earl being thus poflefled of his poft, loft no 
time in advertiling the King of it, and fent him a 
very particular account of the informations he had re- 
ceived from fo many ear and eye witneffes, who were 
all at that time in the Court, and very fit to be fuf- 
pefted after the publifhing of fo many falfehoods j 
and thefe very men had been conftant in the fame re- 
ports, and as confident in reporting the defeat of tbe 
Earl of Efiex, and cutting off liis party, as they had 
been to himfelf of the Scots march, ajid their being 
matters of Berwick. The joy was not concealed with 
which his Majefty received the news of the Earl's 
being in Berwick, the contrary whereof thofe men. 
made him apprehend with much perplexity ; but they 
underwent no other reproach for their intelligence, 
than that their fears had multiplied their fight, and 
that they had been frighted with other men's rela- 
tions ; which remifliiefs, to call it no worfe, was an 
ill omen of the difcipline that was like to be ob- 
ferved. 

If the war had been now vigoroufly purfued, it had 
been as foon ended as begun ; for at this time they 
had not drawn three thoufand men together in the 
whole kingdom of Scotland, nor had in truth arms 
complete for fuch a number, though they liad the 
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poiTHIion of all the King's forts and magazines there, 
nor had they ammunition to fupply their few fire- 
arms ; horfes they had, and officers they had, which 
made all their Ihew. But it was the fatal misfortune 
of the King, which proceeded from the excellency of 
his nature, and his tendernefs of blood, that he de- 
ferred fo long his refolution of ufing his arms ; and 
after he had taken that refolution, that it was not pro- 
secuted with more vigour. 

He more intended the pomp of his preparations 
than the ftrength of them, and did ftill believe, that 
the one would fave the labour of the other. At the 
fame time that he rcfolved to raife an army, he caufed 
enquiry to be made, what obligations lay upon his 
iubje6Vs to affift him, both as he went himfelf in per- 
fon, and as it was an expedition againil the Scots; 
which, in the ancient enmity between the two nations, 
had been provided for by fome laws ; and in the te- 
nure which many men held their eftates by, he found 
that the Kings had ufually, when they went to make 
war in their own perfons, called as many of the Nobi- 
lity to attend upon them, as they thought fit. 

Thereupon he fummoned moft of the Nobility of The King 
the kingdom, without any confideration of their af- thc^Engnoi 
feftions how they fl:ood difpofed to that fervice, to ^fnd^ '*^ 
attend upon him by a day appointed, and throughout***"^ 
that expedition ; prefuming, that the glory of fuch 
a vifible appearance of the whole Nobility would 
look like fuch an union in the quarrel, as would at 
once terrify and reduce the Scots; not confidering, 
that fuch kinds of uniting do often produce the 
greateft confufions, when more and greater men are 
called together than can be united in afFedlions and 
interefts i and in the neceflTary differences which arife* 
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* from thence, they quickly come to know each other 
fo well, as they rather break into feveral divifions, 
than join in any one public intereft ; and from hence 
have always rifen the moft dangerous fadtions, which 
have threatened and ruined the peace of nations : 
and it fell out no better here. If there had been 
none in the march but foldiers, it is moft probable 
that a noble peace would have quickly enfued, even 
without fighting : but the progrefs was more illuf-' 
trious than the march, and the foldiers were the leaft 
part of the army, and leaft confulted with. 

In this pomp the King continued his journey to 
York, where he had a full court, thofe Noblemen of 
the northern parts, and many others who overtook 
not the King till then, joining all in that city ; wh^ 
his Majefty found it neceffary to ftay fome days; 
and there the fruit, that was to be gathered from fuch 
a conflux, quickly budded out. Some rules were to 
be fet down for the government of the army ; the 
Court was too numerous to be wholly left to its own 
licence ; and the multitude of the Scots in it admi* 
niftered matter of offence and jealoufy to people of 
all conditions, who had too much caufe to fear that 
the King was every day betrayed ; the common dif- 
courfe by all the Scots being either to magnify the 
good intehtions of their countrymen, and that they 
had all duty for the King, or to undervalue the 
power and intereft of thofe who difcovered themfelves 
againft the Church. 

It was therefore thought fit by the whole body of 
the Council, that a fhort proteftation Ihould be 
drawn, in which all men fhould ^^ profefs their loy- 
*^ alty and obedience to his Majefty, and difclaim 
^^ and renounce the having any intelligence, or hold- 
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■* ing any correfpondence with the Rebels." No 
man imagined it poflible that any of the Englifh 
would rcfufe to make that proteftation ; and they 
who thought worft of the Scots did not think they 
would make any fcruple of doing the fame, and con- 
fequently that there would be no fruit or difcovery 
from that teft ; but they were deceived. The Scots 
indeed took it to a man, without grieving their con- 
fcience, or reforming their manners. But amongft the 
Englilh Nobility the Lord Say, and the Lord Brook, 
(two popular men, and moft undevoted to the Church, 
and, in truth, to the whole Government), politively 
refufed, in the King's own prefence, to make any 
fuch proteftation. They faid, " If the King fuf- 
pedled their loyalty, he might proceed againft 
them as he thought fit ; but that it was againft the 
** law to impofe any oaths or proteftations upon them 
** which were not enjoined by the law ; and, in that 
refpedl, that they might not betray the common li- 
berty, they would not fubmit to it." This admi- 
niftered matter of new difpute in a very unfeafonable 
time ; and though there did not then appear more of 
the fame mind, and they two were committed, at leaft 
reftrained of their liberty; yet this difcovered too 
much the humour and fpirit of the Court in their 
daily difcourfes upon that fubjedl ; fo that the King 
thought it beft to difmifs thofe two Lords, and re- 
quire them to return to their houfes : and if all the 
reft who were not officers of the army, or of abfolute 
neceffity about the King's perfon, had been Hkewife 
difmiffed and fent home, the bufinefs had been better 
profecuted. 

Indeed, if the King himfelf had ftayed at London, 
or, which had been the next beft, kept his court 
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and refided at York, and fent the army on their pto^ 
per errand, and left the matter of the war wholly to 
them, in all human reafon^ his enemies had beea 
fpecdily fubdued, and that kingdom reduced to their 
obedience. 

Before the King left York, letters and addrcije^ 
were fent from the Scots, " lamenting their ill for- 
*^ tune, that their enemies had fo great credit with 
** the King, as to perfuade him to believe, that they 
*^ were or could be difobedient to him, a thing that 
*^ could never enter into their loyal hearts ; that they 
•^ defired nothing but to be admitted into the prc- 
^^ fence of their gracious Sovereign, to lay their griev- 
•^ ances at his royal feet, and leave the determination 
" of them entirely to his own wifdom and pleafure." 
And though the humility of the ftyle gained them 
many friends, who thought it great pity that any 
blood fhould be fpilt in a contention which his Majefty 
might put an end to by his own word, as foon as he 
would hear their complaints ; yet hitherto the King 
preferved himfelf from being wrought upon, and 
The King marched with convenient expedition to the very bor- 
f.^ereof* ders of Scotland, and encamped with his army in an 
t1a?his ^P^" ^^^^» called the Berkes^ on the further fide of 
*"ny. Berwick, and lodged in his tent with the army, though 
every day's march wrought very much upon thq confti- 
tution if not the courage of the Court, and too many 
wiihed aloud, " that the bufinefs were brought to a 
" fair treaty." 
Sends the Upon advertifement that a party of the Scots army 
Holland a» was upon the march, the Earl of Hollahd was fent 
Dunce, with a body of three thoufand horfe, and two thou* 
fand foot, with a fit train of artillery, to meet it, and 
engage with it ; who marched accordingly into Scot- 
land 
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Iwd early in a morning as far as a place called 
Dunce, ten or twelve miles into that kingdom. It 
vas in the beginning of Auguf):, when the nights are 
very fhort, and, as foon as the fun rifes, the days for 
the moft part hotter than is reafonably expe<Sled from 
the climate, and, by the teftimony of all men, that 
day was the hotteft that had been known. When 
the Earl came with his horfe to Dunce, he found the 
Scots drawn up on the fide of a hill, where the front 
could only be in view, and where, he was informed, 
the General Lefly and the whole army was ; and it 
was very true, they were all there indeed ; but it was 
48 true, that all did not exceed the number of three 
thoufand men, very ill armed, and moft country fel - 
lows, who were on the fudden got together to make 
that fhew : and Lefly had placed them by the ad- 
vantage of that hill fo fpecioufly, that they had the 
appearance of a good body of men, there being all 
the femblance of great bodies behind on the other 
fide of the hill ; the falfehood of which would have 
been manifeft as foon as they ihould move from the 
place where they were, and from whence they were 
therefore not to ftir. 

The horfe had out-marched the foot, which,^ by 
leafon of the exceffive heat, was not able to ufe great 
expedition : befides, there was fome error in the or- 
ders, and fome accidents of the night that had re- 
tarded them ; fo that when the enemy appeared firft 
in view, the foot and the artillery was three or four 
Qiiles behind. 

Nothing can be faid in the excufe of the counfel of The Eari'i 
that day, which might have made the King a glorious Dunce. 
King indeed. The Earl of Holland was a man of cou^ 
lage^ and at that time not at all fufpe^ted to be cor- 
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ruptcd in his afFcftions ; and though he himfclf had 
not feen more of war than two or three campaigns in 
Holland before his coming to the Court, he had with 
him many as good officers as the war of that age, which 
was very a6live, had made, and men of unqueftiona- 
ble courage and military knowledge. As he might 
very fafely have made a halt at Dunce, till his foot 
and artillery came up to him, fo he might fecurely 
enough have engaged his body of horfe againfl: their 
whole inconfidcrable army, there being neither tree 
nor bufh to interrupt his charge ; but it was thought 
otherwife ; and no queftion it was generally believed, 
by the placing and drawing out their front in fo 
confpicuous a place, by the appearance of other 
troops behind them, and by the fhewing great herds 
of cattle at a diftance upon the hills on either fide, 
that their army was very much fuperior in nu^lber. 
And therefore, as foon as the Earl came in view, he 
difpatched meflengers one after another to the King, 
with an account of what he heard and faw, or believed 
he faw, and yet thought not fit to ftay for an anfwer; 
but with the joint confent of all his chief officers 
(for it was never after pretended that any one officer of 
name difluaded it, though they were ftill alhamed of 
it) retired towards his foot, to whom he had likewife 
fent orders not to advance j and fo wearied and tired 
by the length of the march, and n]ore by the heat of 
the weather, which was intolerable, they returned to 
the camp where the King was ; and the Scots drew a 
little back to a more convenient poft for their refidence. 
The Covenanters, who very well underftood the 
weaknefles of the Court, as well as their own want of 
firrength, were very reafonably exalted with this fuc- 
ccfs, and fcattered their letters abroad amongft the 
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Noblemen at Court, according to the humours of the 
men to whom they writ ; there being upon the mat- 
ter an unreftrained intercourfe between tlie King's 
camp and Edinburgh. 

They writ three feveral letters to the three Gene-The Cove- 
«ls, the Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Eflex, and thewntc to the 
Earl of Holland. That to the Earl of Eflex was in a^^^StoSt 
diale<5l more fubmifs than to the others; they faid 
much to him of " his own fame and reputation, 
'* which added to their affiidlion that he Ihould be in 
*^ arms againfl: them ; that they had not the leaft 
** imagination of entering into a war againfl: JEng- 
^^ land ; their only thought and hope was to defend 
their own rights and liberties, which were due to 
them by the law of the land, until they might have 
" accefs to his Majefty, to expofe their complaints 
'* to him, from which they were hindered by the 
^^ power and greatnefs of fome of their own country- 
*^ men ;*' being defirous the Earl fliould underfl:and 
that their principal grievance was the intereft of the 
Marquis of Hamilton, who, they knew, was not in any 
degree acceptable to the Earl ; and therefore defircd 
him ^' to be ready to do them good offices to the 
** King, that they might be admitted to his prefence/* 
The Earl of Eflex, who was a punftual man in point 
of honour, received this addrefs fupercilioufly enough, 
fcnt it to the King without returning any anfwer, or 
holding any conference, or performing the leafl: cere- 
mony, with or towards the meflfengers. 

The Earls of Arundel and Holland gave another 
kind of reception to the letters they received. To 
the former, after many profefldons of high efteem of 
his perfon, they enlarged upon *^ their great affe6Vion 
** to the Englilh nation, and how they abhorred the 
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*^ thought of a war between the two nations ;" they 
befought him " to prefent their fupplication" (which 
they inclofed) ^* to the King, and to procure their 
** deputies itdmiflion to his Majefty/' The Earl 
ufed them with more refpe£t than was fuitable to the 
office of a General, and made many profeilions of 
his delire to interpofe, and mediate a good peace be- 
tween the nations :'* and it was confidently reported 
and believed, that he had frequently made thofe pro- 
feffions by feveral meilages he had fent before into 
Scotland ; and he had gi^^en paffes to many obfcure 
perfons, to go into and return out of that kingdom. 

Their letter to the Earl of Holland was in a more 
confident ftyle, as to a man from whom they expedled 
all good offices. They fent him likewife a copy of 
their fupplication to the King, and delired him '^ to 
*^ ufe his credit that a treaty might be entered into, 
** and that his Majefty would appoint men of religion 
•* and of public hearts to manage the treaty." From 
this time that Earl was found at leail enough inclined 
to that interefl: ; and the King's readinefs to hear dif- 
courfes of a pacification, and that mefTengers would 
be fhortly fent to him with propofitions worthy of his 
acceptation, abated thofe animoiities, and appetite to 
war, which had made all the noife in the march. 

Indeed the Marquis of Hamilton's neighbourly rc- 
fidence with his fleet and foot foldiers before Leith, 
without any Ihew of hoftility, or any care taken to 
draw his friends and followers together for the King's 
ferv'ice ; on the other fide, the vilits his mother made 
him on board his fhip, who was a lady of great authority 
amongfl the Covenanters, and moft addidled to them 
and their Covenant, her daughters being likewife mar- 
ried to thofe noblemen who moA furiouily perfecuted 

the 
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t\iit Churchy and prefided in thofe councils ; the 
King*s rcfiifing to give leave to fome ofEcers of horfe, 
Bflio had offered to make inroads into the country^ 
md deftroy the flock thereof, whereby they would be 
prefently obliged to make fobmiflion^ and to afk par- 
don ; and laftly, the reception of the Earl of Holland 
after his fhameful retreat^ with fo much fatisfadlion 
and joy as his Majefty had manifefted upon his re* 
tum^ (having after the firf^ meffengers arrival from 
Dunce^ when the enemy was in view, fent him orders 
[lot to engage,) made it then fufpedled, as it was after- 
xrards believed by thofe who fh}od nearefl, that his 
Majefty had in truth never any purpofe to make the 
war in blood, but believed that by fhewmg an army 
:a them, which was able to force them to any condi- 
ioQS, they would have begged pardon for the contefl 
:hey had made, and fo he ihould have fettled the 
Church, and all things elle, according to his pleafure : 
ind fure he might have done fb, if he had but fate 
hi], and been conflant to his own interefl, and pofi- 
we in denying their infolent demands. But the Scots 
A the Court had made impreflion upon fo many of 
he Bnglifh Lords, that though at that time there 
wpre very few of them who had entered into an un- 
awful combination againfb the King, yet there was 
dmoft a general diilike of the vAx, both by the Lords 
>f the Court and of the Country ; and they took this 
)pportunity to communicate their murmurs to each 
)thcr ; none of the perfons who were mofl maligned 
br their power and intereft with the King being 
ipon the place ; and all men believing, that nothing 
:ould be afked of the King, but what mufl: be fatisfied 
Lt their charge, whofe damage they conlidered, though 
t was to be procured at the expence of the King's 

honour. 
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honour. When the Covenanters underftood by their 
intelligence, that the feafon was ripe, they fent thcif 
fupplication (of which they had fcattered fo many 
copies) to the King, and found thcmfelvcs fo wel- 
come to all perfons, that their modefty was not like 
to fufFer any violence in offering the conditions. 
They ad- The Scots had from the beginning praftifed a 
xTngr ^ ^cw fturdy ftyle of addrefs, in which, under the li- 
cence of acculing the counfel and carriage of others^ 
whom yet they never named, they bitterly and info- 
lently reproached the moft immediate adlions and di- 
redlions of his Majefty himfelf ; and then made the 
greatcft profeffions of duty to his Majefty's perfon 
that could be invented. The King had *not, at that 
time, one perfon about him of his Coimcil, who had 
the leaft conlideration of his own honour, or friend- 
Ihip for thofe who fat at the helm of affairs ; the 
Duke of Lenox only excepted ; who was a young man 
of fmall experience in affairs, though a man of great 
honour, and very good parts, and under the difadvan- 
tage of being looked upon as a Scotfman; which he was 
not in his afFeftions at all, being born in England, of 
an Englilh mother, and having had his education there; 
and had indeed the manners and afFe<5lions of an £ng-» 
lifhman, and a duty and reverence for the King and 
the Church accordingly ; and would never truf^ him- 
felf in thofe intrigues, as too myftcrious for him. 

The reft who were about the King in any offices 
of attendance, were the Earl of Holland, whom we 
have had occafion to mention before in the firft en- 
trance upon this difcourfe, and whom we fhall have 
often occafion hereafter to fpeak of; and therefore fhall 
fay no more of him now, than that he neither loved 
the Marquis of Hamilton, whom he believed the Scots 
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ntended to revenge themfelves upon; nor Went- 
rorth the deputy of Ireland; nor the Archbiftiop of 
2!antcrbury; nor almoft any thing that was then done 
n Church or State. Secretary Coke, who had all 
[he difpatches upon his hand, was near eighty years 
of age ; a- man of gravity, who never had quicknefs 
from his cradle ; who loved the Church well enough 
as it was twenty years before; and underftood no- 
thing that had been done in Scotland, and thought 
that nothing that was or could be done there was 
worth fuch a journey as the King had put himfelf to. 
Sir Harry Vane was Comptroller of the Houfe, and a 
bufy and a buftling man ; who had credit enough to 
do his buiinefs in all places, and cared for no man 
otherwife than as he found it very convenient for 
himfelf. There was no other of his Council of name 
but the General, the Earl of Arundel, who was al- 
ways true to the charadler under which he has been 
delivered, and thought he had been General long 
enough. All the luftre of the Court was in that 
part of the Nobility which attended upon command, 
and at their own charge ; and therefore the more weary 
of it. The Earl of Pembroke hath been forgotten, 
who abhorred the war as obftinately as he loved hunt- 
ing and hawking, and fo was like to promote all over- 
tures towards accommodation with great importunity : 
fo the Scots found perfons to treat with according to 
their own wifli. The Earl of Eflex ftill preferving 
his grandeur and pundtuality, pofitively refufed to 
meddle in the treaty, or to be communicated with, or 
fo much as to be prefent, or receive any vifits from 
the Scottifli Commiffioners till after the pacification 
was concluded. 

The Covenanters were firm, and adhered ftill to 
their old natural principle, even in this their ^ddrefs ; 

juftified 
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JHftificd all they had done to be ^ according to tRcir 
•* native rights, and for the better advancement of his 
Majefty's fervice, which they had always before their 
eyes ;*' and defired " to have thofe receive exem- 
plary punifhment, who had done them ill offices, 
** and mifreprefented their carriage to the King ; and 
^* that fome noble Lords might be appointed to treat 
A treaty of *^ upon all particulars.'* And upon no other fub- 
Sltcr^ uplnuffion than this a treaty was prefently entered upon, 
«;:ru^an<i concluded. 

Whofoever will take upon him to relate all that 
paffed in that treaty, mull be beholding to his own 
invention ; the moft material matters having pafled 
in difcourfe, and very little committed to writing. 
Nor did any two who were prefent agree in the fame 
relation of what wa9 faid and done ; and which was 
worfe, not in the fame interpretation of the meaning 
of what was comprehended in writing. An agree- 
ment was made, if that can be called an agreement, 
in which nobody meant what others believed he 
" did : The armies were to be difbanded ; an a<ft of 
** oblivion pafled; the King's forts and caftles to be 
•^ reftored j and an Affembly and Parliament to be 
*^ called for a fiill fettlement ; no perfons referved 
" for juftice, becaufe no fault had been committed.** 
The King's army, by the very words of the agree- 
ment, was not to be difbanded until all fhould be exe- 
cuted on their part; and the King himfelf, at that 
time, refolved to be prefent in the Affembly at leafl, 
if not in the Parliament : but the impatience of all 
was fuch for peace, that the King's army was prefently 
difbanded ; his Majefty making all poflible hafle 
himfelf to London, and fending the Earl of Traquairc 
to Edinburgh, to prepare all things for the AfTembly ; 
whilft the Scots made all the carefTes to many of 

the 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 193 

the Englifh, and both breathed out in mutual confi- 
dence their refentments to each other. 

The Marquis of Hamilton (whether upon the 
fame of the treaty, or fent for by the King, few 
knew) left his fleet before Leith in a very peaceable 
pofture, and came to the Berkes fome hours after the 
treaty was figned ; which was very convenient to 
him, for thereby he was free from the reproach that 
attended it, and at liberty to find fault with it; which 
he did freely to the King, and to fome others, where- 
by he preferved himfelf in credit to do more mifchief. 
Many were then of opinion, and ftill are, that the Mar- 
quis at that time was very unacceptable to his country- 
men ; and it is certain that the chief managers at the 
treaty did perfuade the Englifli in whom they moft 
confided, that their principal aim was to remove him 
from the Court ; which was a defign willingly heard, 
and imiverfally grateful. But whatever ftate of grace 
he flood in when he came thither, he did himfelf fo 
good offices before he parted, that he was no more in 
their disfavour. The King's army was prefently dif- 
banded, and the Scots returned to Edinburgh with all 
they defired ; having gotten maay more friends in Eng- 
land than they had before ; kept all their officers, and 
as many of their men as they thought fit, in pay; 
and profecuted all thofe who had not Ihewed the 
fame zeal in their Covenant as themfelves with great 
.rigour, as men whofe affi^ftions they doubted ; and, 
inilead of remitting any thing of their rage againft their 
Biihops, they entered a public proteftation, *^ That 
*^ they did not intend, by any thing contained in the 

treaty, to vacate any of the proceedings which had 

been in the late general aflembly at Glafgow," (by 
which all the Biihops flood excommunicated), and 
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renewed all their menaces againft them by proclama- 
tion; and impofed grievous penalties upon all who 
Ihould prefume to harbour any of them in their 
houfes : fo that by the time the King came to Lon- 
don, it appeared plainly, that the army was difbanded 
without any peace made, and the Scots in equal in- 
clination, and in more reputation, to affront his Ma- 
jefty than ever. Upon which a paper publifhed 
by them, and avowed to contain the matter of the 
treaty, was burned by the common hangman ; every 
body difavowing the contents of it, but nobody 
taking upon him to publilh a copy that they owned 
to be true. 
The ill con. The mifchief that befel the King from this wonder- 
of it. lul atonement cannot be exprelled, nor was it evef 
difcovercd what prevailed over his Majefty to bring 
it fo wofully to pafs : all men were alhamed who 
had contributed to it; nor had he difmifled his 
army with fo obliging circumftances as was like to 
incline them to come willingly together again, if 
there were occafion to ufe their fcrvice. The Earl 
of Effex, who had merited very well through- 
out the whole affair, and had never made a falfe flep 
in adlion or counfel, was difcharged in the croud, 
without ordinary ceremony ; and an accident hap- 
pening at the fame time, or very foon after, by the 
death of the Lord Aflon, whereby the command of 
the Forefl of Needwood fell into the King's difpo- 
fal, which lay at the very door of that Earl's eflate, 
and would infinitely have gratified him, was denied 
to him, and beflowed upon another : all which 
wrought very much upon his high nature, and made 
him fufccptible of fome impreflions afterwards, wliich 
otherwife woul^ not hare found fuch eafy admiffion. 

The 
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The fa(Slions and animofities at Court were either 
greater, or more vifible, than they had been before. 
The Earl of Newcaftle (who was Governor to the 
Prince, and one of the .moft valuable men in the 
kingdom, in his fortune, in his dependences, and in 
his qualifications) had, at his own charge, drawn to- 
gether a goodly troop of horfe of two hundred ; 
which for the moft part confided of the beft gentle- 
men of the north, who were eitlicr allied to the Earl, 
or of immediate dependence upon him, and came to- 
gether purely upon his account; and called this troop 
the Prince of Wales's troop ; whereof the Earl him- 
felf was Captain. When the Earl of Holland marched 
with that party into Scotland, the Earl of Newcaftle 
accompanied him with that troop, and, upon occaQon 
of fome orders, defired that troop, fince it belonged to 
the Prince of Wales, might have fome precedence ; 
which the General of the Horfe refufed to grant him, 
but required him to march in the rank he had pre- 
fcribed; and the other obeyed it accordingly, but 
with refentment, imputing it to the little kindnefs 
that was between them. But as foon as the army was 
difbanded, he fent a challenge to the Earl of Holland, 
by a gentleman very punctual, and well acquainted 
with thofe errands j who took a proper feafon to men- 
tion it to him, without a poflibility of fufpicion. The 
Eiarl of Holland was never fufpefted to want courage, 
yet in this occafion he Ihewed not that alacrity, but 
that the delay expofed it to notice ; and fo, by the 
King's authority, the matter was compofcd ; though 
difcourfed of with liberty enough to give the whole 
Court occafion to exprefs their afFedtions to either 
party. 

The King himfelf was very melancholic, and 

o 2 quickly 
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quickly difcerncd that he had loft reputation at home 
and abroad; and thofe counfellors who had been moft 
faulty, either through want of courage or wifdoo^ 
(for at that time few of them wanted fidelity), never 
afterwards recovered fpirit enough to do their duty, 
but gave themfelves up to thofe who had fo much 
over-witted them ; every man Ihifting the fault from 
himfelf, and finding fome friend to excufe him : and 
it being yet neceifary, that fo infamous a matter ihould 
not be covered with abfolute oblivion, it fell to Secre- 
tary Coke's turn, (for whom nobody cared), who wis 
then near fourfcore years of age, to be made the fa-' 
crifice ; and, upon pretence that he had omitted the 
writing what he ought to have done, and inferted 
fomewhat he ought not to have done, he was put out 
of his office ; and within a Ihort time after. Sir Harry 
Vane (who was Treafurer of the Houfe) by tJbc dark 
contrivance of the Marquis of Hamilton, and by the 
open and vifible power of the Queen, made Secretary 
of State ; which was the only thing that could make 
the remov^ of the other old man cenfured and mor-^ 
mured at : and this was attended again with a declared 
and unfeafonable diflike and difpleafure in the Queen 
againft the Lieutenant of Ireland, newly made Earl of 
Strafford ;. who out of fome kindnefs to the old man, 
who had been much trufted by him and of ufe to 
him, and out of contempt and deteftation of Vane» 
but principally out of a defire to have that mifcarriage 
expiated oy a greater facrifice, oppofed the removal 
of Secretary Coke with all the intereft he could, got 
it fufpended for f(Mne time, and put the Queen to the 
exercife of her full power to perfedl her work ; which 
afterwards produced many iad difaflers. So that this 
unhappy pacification kindled many fires of conten- 
tion 
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don in Court and Country, though the flame broke out 
&A again in Scotland. 

On the other fide, the Scots got fo much benefit 
and advantage by it, that they brought all their other 
mifchierous devices to pafs with eafe, and a profperous 
gaie in all they went about. They had before little 
credit abroad in any foreign parts, and fo could pro<- 
cuie neither arms nor ammunition ; and though they 
could lead the people at home, out of the hatred and 
jealoufy of Popery^ into unruly tumults, yet they had 
not authority enough over them to engage them in a 
finn refolution of rebellion : the opinion of their un- 
queftionable duty and loyalty to the King was that 
which had given them reputation to afiront him : nor 
durft they yet attempt to lay any tax or impofition 
upon the people, or to put them to any charge. But^ 
after this pacification, they appeared much more con* 
fiderable abroad and at home; abroad, where they 
wene not fo much confidered before, now that they 
had brought an army into the field againfl: the King, 
and gained all they pretended to defire, without re- 
proach or blemifh, France, their old ally, looked upon 
them as good inftruments to diflurb their neighbours ; 
and Cardinal Richelieu (who had never looked upon 
the defeat and overthrow at the lAe of Rh6, as any 
reparation for the attempt and dilhonour of the inva- 
fion) was very glad of the opportunity of difturbing 
the reft and quiet, which had not been favourable to 
his defigns ; and fent an agent privately to Edinburgh, 
to cherifh and foment their unpeaceable inclinations ; 
and received another from .theqce, who folicited fup- 
plies, and communicated counfels : he fent them arms 
and ammunition, and promifedthem encouragement and 
affiftance proportionable to any enterprize they fhould 

o 3 frankly 



198 THE HISTORY BookIL 

firankly engage themfelves in. Holland entered into 
a clofer correfpondence with them j and they found 
credit there for a great ftock of arms and ammimition, 
upon fecurity of payment within a year j which fecu- 
rity they cafily found a way to give. And thus coun- 
tenanced and fupplied, they quickly got credit and 
power over the people at home ; and as fpon as they 
had formed fome troops of thofe who had been lifted 
by them under good officers, (whereof ftore reforted 
to them of that nation out of Germany and Sweden), 
and affigned pay to them, they made no longer fcruple 
to impofe what money they thought fit upon the peo- 
ple, and to levy it with all rigour upon them who rc- 
fufed, or exprefled any unwillingnefs to fubmit to the 
impofition ; and made the refidence of any amongft 
them very uneafy, and very infecure, who were but 
fufpefted by them not to wilh well to their proceed- 
ings : and fo they renewed all thofe forms for the ad- 
miniftration of the government, which they had be- 
gun in the beginning of the diforders, and which they 
difclaimed upon making the pacification; and refufcd 
to fufFer the King's Governor of the Caftle of Edin- 
burgh (which was put into his hands about the fame 
time) either to repair fome works which were newly 
fallen down, or fo much as to buy provifion in the 
town for the food of the garrifon. 

But that which was the greateft benefit and advan- 
tage that accrued to them from the agreement, and 
which was worth all the reft, was the converfation 
they had with the Englilh with fo much reputation, 
that they had perfuaded very many to believe, that 
they had all manner of fidelity to the King, and had 
too much caufe to complain of the hard proceedings 
againftlhem by the power of fome of their own coun- 
trymen 5 
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tfymen ; and the acquaintance they made with fonie 
particular Lords, to that degree, that they did upon the 
matter agree what was to be done for the future, and 
liow to obftruft any oppofition or proceedings by 
tbofe who were looked upon as enemies by both 
iides : for none in Scotland more difliked all that was 
done in Court, and the chief acftors there, than thofe 
Lords of England did ; though they were not fo weU 
prepared for an expedient for the cure. 

The people of Scotland being now reduced by 
them to a more implicit obedience, and nobody 
daring to oppofe the mgft extravagant proceedings of 
the moll violent perfons in power, they loft no time, 
as hath been faid, to make all preparations for a war 
they meant to purfue. Moft of the King's Privy* 
Council and great Minifters, who (though they had 
not vigoroufly performed their duty in fupport of the 
regal power) till now had been fo referved, that they 
feemed not to approve the diforderly proceedings, 
now as frankly wedded that intereft as any of the 
leaders, and quickly became the chief of the leaders. 

As the Earl of Argyle : who had been preferved byThcEariof 
the King's immediate kindnefs and full power, and with thcCo- 
refcued from the anger and fury of his incenfed fa-nomuh"' 
ther; who, being provoked by the difobedience and ^JJ^f ^^j^** 
infolence of his fon, refolved fo to have difpofed of his^^^*^<* 
fortune, that little fhould have accompanied the ho- 
nour after his death. But by the King's interpofition, 
and indeed impofition, the Earl, in ftridlnefs of the 
law in Scotland, having need of the King's grace and 
protedlion, in regard of his being become Roman 
Catholic, and his Majefty granting all to the fon 
which he could exaft from the father, the old man 
was in the end compelled to make over all his eftate 
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to his fon ; rcferving only fuch a prdvilion for himfelfi 
as fupported him according to his quality during hli 
life, which he fpent in the parts beyond the feas. The 
King had too much occafion afterwards to remextiber, 
that in the clofe, after his Majefty had determined 
what fhould be done oh either part, the old man de-^ 
clared, ** He would fubmit to the King*s pleafure^ 
** though he believed he was hardly dealt with ;" ud 
then with fome bitternefs put his fon in mind of lu^ 
undutiful carriage towards hind ; and charged him 
'^ to carry in his mind how bountiful the King had 
" been to him ;" which yet, he told him, he wto 
fure he would forget : and thereupon faid tb . his 
Majefty, *^ Sir, I muft know this young matt better 
than jrou can do : you have brought me low, that 
you may raife him ; which I doubt you will live to 
*^ repent ; for he is a man of craft, fubtilty, and fidfe* 
" hood, and can love no man ; and if ever he finds it 
in his power to do you a mifchief, he will be fuit 
to do it." The King confidered it only as the cf* 
feft of his paflion, and took no other care to pre- 
vent it, but by heaping every day new obligatibns 
upon him ; making him a Privy-Counfellor, and giv- 
ing him other offices and power to do hurt, thereby 
to reftrain him from doing it; which would have 
wrought upon any generous nature the eflfeft it 
ought to have done. The Earl (for his father was 
now dead) came not to Edinburgh during the firft 
troubles ; and though he did not diffemble his dif- 
pleafure againft the Bilhops, becaufe one of them had 
affronted him, in truth, very rudely, yet he renewed 
all imaginable profeffions of duty to the King, and a 
readinefs to engage in his fervice, if thofe diforders 
Ihould continue : but after the pacification and dif- 
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banding of the King's army, and the Covenanters de- 
claring that they would adhere to the adls of the 
Aifembly at Glafgow, he made hafte to Edinburgh 
with a great train of his family and followers ; and 
intmediately figned the Covenant, engaged for the 
provifion of arms, and railing forces; and in all 
things behaved himfelf like a man that might very 
iafely be confided in by that party. 

There wanted not perfons ftill who perfuaded the 
King, *^ that al^l might yet be ended without blood ; 
*^ that there were great divilions amongft the chief 
'^ leaders, through emulations and ambition of com- 
^ mand ; and that the accefs of the Earl of Argyle to 
*^ that party would drive others as coniiderable from 
** it, who never did, nor ever would, unite with him in 
any defign ;" and therefore advifed, " that his Ma- 
jcfly would require them to fend fome perfons cn- 
** trufted by their body to attend him, and give an 
^ account of the reafons of their proceedings." They 
demanded a fafe condu6l for the fecurity of the per- 
ibns they ihould employ ; which was fent accordingly : 
and thereupon fome perfons of the Nobility, and 
others, were commiffioned to wait on the King; 
amongft which the Lord Lowden was principally re- 
lied on for his parts and abilities ; a man who was 
better known afterwards, and whom there will here- 
after be fo often occalion to mention, as it will not be 
neceflary in this place fiirthcr to enlarge upon him. 
They behaved themfelves, in all refpe<fts, with the 
confidence of men employed by a foreign ftate ; re- 
fufed to give any account but to the King himfelf; 
and even to himfelf gave no other reafon for what 
was done, but the authority of the doers, and the nc- 
cefiity that required it ; that is, that they thought it ne- 
ceflary ; 
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ceflary : but then they polifhed their fturdy beha- 
viour with all the profeflions of fubmiffion and duty, 
which their language could afford. 

^rcc"tcd^' "^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ K.ing happened to intercept & 
from fomc letter, which had been figned by the chief of the Co- 
tiOi Nobiiil venanters, and particularly by the Lord Lowden, 
French *^ written to the French King, in which they com-^ 
^'"^* plained ** of the hardnefs and injuftice of the govern- 
•' ment that was exercifed over them ; put him in 
•* mind of the dependence this kingdom formerly had 
upon that Crown; and deli red him now to take them 
into his prote^lion, and give them afliftance ; and 
that his Majefty would give entire credit to one 
" Colvil, who was the bearer of that letter, and well 
" inftrudled in all particulars :" and the letter itfelf 
was fealed, and direAed uiu Roy -, a ftyle only ufed 
from fubjefts to their natural King. This letter be- 
ing feen and perufed by the Lords of the CouiKil, 
and the Lord Lowden being examined, and refufing 
to give any other anfwer, than " That it was writ be- 
fore the agreement, and thereupon referved and 
never fent ; that, if he had committed any offence, 
he ought to be queflioned for it in Scotland, and 
not in England ; and infifting upon his fafe con- 
du6l, demanded liberty to return:" all men were of 
opinion, that fo foul a confpiracy and treafon ought 
not to be fo flightly excufed; and that both the 
Lord Lowden, and Colvil (who was likewife found in 
London, and apprehended) fhould be convpitted to the 
Tower : which was done accordingly j all men expe<5l- 
ing that they fhould be brought to a fpeedy trial. 

This difcovery made a very deep impreflion upon 
the King; and perfuaded him, that fuch a foul appU- 
cation could never have been thought of, if there had 

not 
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not been more poifon in the heart, than could be ex- 
pelled by eafy antidotes ; and that the ftrongeft re- 
medies muft be provided to root out this mifchief : 
thereupon he firfl- advifed with that Committee of the 
Council, which ufed to be confulted in fecret affairs, 
what was to be done ? That fummer's a<ftion had 
wafted all the money that had been carefully laid up ; . 
and, to carry on that vaft expence, the revenue of the 
Crown had been anticipated ; fo that, though the 
railing an army was vifibly neceflary, there appeared 
no means how to raife that army. No expedient oc- 
curred to them fo proper as a Parliament, which had 
been now intermitted near twelve years. And though 
thofe meetings had of late been attended by fome 
diforders, the efFefts of mutinous fpirits ; and the laft 
had been diflblved (as hath been faid before) with 
fome circumftances of paffion and undutifulnefs, 
which fo far incenfed the King, that he was lefs in- 
clined to thofe aflemblies ; yet this long intermif- 
fion^ and the general compofure of men's minds in a 
happy peace, and univerfal plenty over the whole na- 
tion, (fuperior fure to what any other nation ever en- 
joyed), made it reafonably believed, notwithftanding the 
murmurs of the people againft fome exorbitancies of 
the Court, that fober men, and fuch as loved the peace 
arid plenty they were poflefled of, would be made 
choice of to ferve in the Houfe of Commons ; and 
then the temper of the Houfe of Peers was not to be 
apprehended : but efpecially the opinion of the pre- 
judice and general averfion over the whole kingdom 
to the Scots, and the indignation they had at their 
prefumption in their delign of invading England, 
jnade it believed, that a Parliament would exprefs a 

very 



ao4 THE HISTORY BookH. 

vtry ihaip fenfe of their infolence and carriage to- 
wards the King, and provide remedies proportionable. 
APkriii* Upon thefe motives and reafons. with the unani<- 

meiK called * , ^ . 

fa EngUnd mous confent and advice of the whole Committee, 
ffH 1640. ' the King refol ved to call a Parliament ; which he 
communicated the fame day, or rather took the lefo* 
lution that day, in his full Council of State, which 
expreffed great joy upon it ; and diredted the Lord 
Keeper to iifue out writs for the meeting of a Karlia* 
ment upon the third day of April then next enfutng ; 
it being now in the month of December ; and all ex- 
pedition was accordingly u(ed in fending out the faid 
writs, the notice of it being moft welcome to the 
whole kingdom. 

That it might appear that the Court was not at all 
appreheniive of what the Parliament would or could 
do ; and that it was convened by his Majefty*s grace 
and inclination, not by any motive of neceffity ; it 
proceeded in all refpe£ts in the fame impopular ways 
it had done : Ship-money was levied with the fame 
feverity ; and the fame rigour ufed in Ecclefiaftical 
Courts, without the leaft compliance with the humour 
of any man ; which looked like fleadinefs ; and, if it 
were then well purfued, degenerated too foon after- 
wards. 

In this interval, between the fealing of the writs 
ThcLofd and the convention of a Parliament, the Lord Keqper 
yw^'dics. Coventry died ; to the Bang's great detriment, rather 
than to his own. So much hath been faid already of 
this great man, that there fhall be no further enlarge- 
ment in this place, than to fay, that he was a very wife 
and excellent perfon, and had a rare felicity, in being 
looked upon generally throughout the kingdom with 

great 
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great siffedlion^ and lingular eftecm, when very few 
other men in any high tnift were fo ; and it is very 
probable^ if he had lived to the fitting of that Parlia- 
ment^ when, whatever lurked in the hearts of any, 
there was not the leaft outward appearance of any ir- 
reverence to the Crown, that he might have had great 
authority in the forming thofe counfels, which might 
have preferved it from fo unhappy a diffolution. His 
lo(s was the more manifeft and viiible in his fuccef- 
for ; the Seal being within a day or two given to Sir 
John Finch, Chief Juftice of the Court of Common sir Joba 
Fleas ; a man exceedingly obnoxious to the people made tord 
upon the buiinefs of Ship-money ; and not of reputa- **^* 
tion and authority enough to countenance and ad- 
ranee the King's fervice. 

Thefe digreifions have taken up too much time, and 
may feem foreign to the proper fubjedk of this dif- 
courie ; yet they may have given fome light to the ob- 
fcure and dark paifages of that time, which were un* 
derftood by very few. 

The Parliament met according to fummons upon The ftiriit- 
the third of April in the year 1640, with the ufualApnithe 
ceremony and formality : and after the King had*" ' * ^* 
portly mentioned ^^ his defire to be again acquaint- 
*' ed with Parliaments, after fo long an intenniffion ; 
^^ and to receive the advice and afliftance of his fub- 
♦* jeifts there j" he referred the caufc of the prefent 
convention to be enlarged upon by the Lord Keeper j 
who related the whole proceedings of Scotland ; " his 
•* Majefty*s condefceniions the year before, in dif- 
^^ banding his army upon their promifes and profef- 
" fions ; their infolencies fince ; and their addrefs to 
*« the King of France, by the letter mentioned before ;'' 
which the King had touched upon, and having forgot 
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to make the obfervation upon the fuperfcription him- 
fclf, he required the Keeper to do it ; who told them, 
after the whole relation, ** That his Majefty did not 
expect advice from them, much lefs that they fhould 
interpofe in any office of mediation, which would 
not be grateful to him ; but that they ihould, as- 
foon as might be, give his Majefty fuch a fupply, 
^* as he might provide for the vindication of his ho-' 
nour, by railing an army, which the feafon of the 
year, and the progrefs the rebels had already miade, 
called for without delay ; and his Majefty aifured 
them, if they would gratify him with the difpatch 
of this matter, that he would give them time enough 
^* afterwards to reprefent any grievances to him, and 
^^ a favourable anfwer to them :" and fo difmifled the 
Commons to choofe their Speaker ; to which Serjeant 
seijeant Glanvile was defigned, and chofen the fame day : a 
chofm ^^^ very equal to the work, very well acquainted 
^P**^**' with the proceedmgs in Parliament ; of a quick con- 
ception, and of a ready and voluble expreffion, dex- 
terous in difpoling the Houfe, and very acceptable to 
them. The Earl of Arundel, Earl Marlhal of Eng- 
land, was made Locd Steward of the King's Houfe 9 
an office neceflary in the beginning of a Parliament; 
being to fwear all the members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons before they could lit there. Two days after, 
the Commons prefented their Speaker to the King, 
who, in the accuftomed manner, approved their choice ; 
upon which they returned to their Houfe, being now 
formed and qualified to enter upon any debates. 

The Houfe met always at eight of the clock, and 
rpfe at twelve ; which were the old Parliament hours ; 
that the committees, upon whom the greateft burden 
of the bufinefs lay, might have the afternoons for their 

pre- 
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preparation and difpatch. It was not the cuftom to 
enter upon any important bulinefs in the firft fort- 
[light; both becaufe many members ufed to be ab- 
fent fo long ; and that time was ufually thought ne- 
ceflary for the appointment and nomination of com- 
mittees, and for other ceremonies and preparations- 
that were ufual : but there was no regard now to that 
cuftom ; and the appearance of the members was ve- 
ry- great, there having been a large time between the 
iiiuing out of the writs and the meeting of the Parlia- 
ment, fo that all eleftions were made and returned, 
and every body was willing to fall to the work. 

Whilft men gazed upon each other, looking who 
ihould begih, (much the greateft part having never 
before fate in Parliament), Mr. Pym, a man of good re- Mr. Pym's. 
putation, but much better known afterwards, who had fpccdles^"^ 
been as long in thofe aflemblies as any man then living, ^cva^cw? 
brake the ice, and in a fet difcourfe of above two 
hours, after mention of the King with the moft pro- 
found reverence, and commendation of his wifdom and 
juftice, he obferved, " That by the long intermiffion 
" of Parliaments many unwarrantable things had been 
** pra<ftifed, notwithftanding the great virtue of his 
*' Majefty :'* and then enumerated all the projeds 
which had been fet on foot ; all the illegal proclama- 
tions which liad been publilhed, and the proceedings 
which had been upon thofe proclamations ; the judg- 
ment upon Ship-money ; and many grievances which 
related to the ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion ; fiunming up 
Ihortly, and Iharply, all that moft refledted upon the 
prudence and the juftice of the Government ; con- 
cluding, " That he had only laid that fcheme before 
*^ them, that they might fee how much work they had 
" to do to fati^fy their country i the method and 
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'^ manner of the doing whereof he left to their wif- 
" doms/* Mr. Grimfton infiiled only on the bufmefs 
of Ship-money ; the irregular and prepofkerous engag- 
ing the Judges to deliver their opinion to the King, 
and their being afterwards divided in their judgments ; 
and faidj '^ He was perfuaded^ that they^ who gave 
*^ their opinions for the legality of it^ did it againil 
*^ the diSamen of their own confcience." Peard, a 
bold lawyer, of little note> inveighed more pafSonate- 
ly againft it^ calling it an abimination: upon which| 
Herbert, the King's Solicitor^ with all imaginable ad« 
drefs, in which he then excelled^ put them in mind 
^' with what candour his Majefty had proceeded in 
'^ that, and all other things which related to the ad- 
^^ miniftration of juftice to all his people ; that, how 
perfuaded foever he was within himfelf pf the juf- 
tice as well as neceffity of levying Ship-money, he 
^' would not fend out a writ for the doing thereof, 
^^ till he received the affirmative advice of all the 
Judges of England ; and when the payment was 
oppofed by a Gentleman,'' (and then he took occa- 
fion to ftroke and conunend Mr. Hambden, who {ate 
under him, for his great temper and modefty in the 
profecution of that fuit), *^ the King was very well 
^^ contented that all the Judges of England fhquld de- 
termine the right ; that never any caufe had been 
debated and argued more folemnly before the 
Judges ; who, after long deliberation between them- 
felves, and being attended with the records, which 
^^ had been cited on both iides, delivered each man 
** his opinion and judgment publicly in the Court, 
and fo largely, that but two Judges argued in a 
day ; and after all this, and a judgment with that 
<< folenmity pronounced for the King, by which the 
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" King was as legally poffefled of that right, as of 
** any thing elfe he had ; that any particular man 
^* fhould prefume to fpeak againfl it with that bitter- 
^^ nefs, and to call it an abomination^ was very ofFenfive, 
^* and unwarrantable ; and defired that that Gentle- 
*^ man, who had ufed that expreflion, might explain 
^* himfelf, and then withdraw/' Very many called 
him to the bar; and the Solicitor's difcourfe was 
thought to have fo much weight in it, that Mr. Peard 
very hardly efcapted a fevere reprehenfion : which is 
mentioned only that the temper and fobriety of that 
Houfe may be taken notice, of, and their difTolution, 
which fhortly after fell out, the more lamented. 

Though the Parliament had not fate above fix or 
ifeven days, and had managed all their debates, and 
thcic wh6le behaviour, with wonderful order and fo- 
briety, the Court was impatient that no advance was 
yet made towards a fupply ; which was forefeen would 
take up much time, whenfoever they went about it, 
though never fo cordially ; and therefore they pre- 
Tailed with the Houfe of Peers, which was more en- The Houfe 
tircly at the King's difpofal, that they would demand °dJifJ7hc 
a conference with the Houfe of Commons, and then p*!""?*^"* 

' to begin 

propofe to them, by way of advice, " That they^»tha 
^ would begin with giving the King a fupply, in re- 
gard of the urgency and even neceffity of his affairs, 
and afterwards proceed upon their grievances, or 
any thing elfe as they thought fit :" and the Houfe 
of Peers accordingly did give their advige to this 
purpofe at a conference. This conference was no 
fooner reported in the Houfe of Commons, than their 
whole temper feemed to be fhaken. It was the un- 
doubted fundamental privilege of the Commons in 
Parliament, that all fupplies ihould have their rife and 
VOL. I. p begin- 
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beginning from them ; this had never been infringed, 
or violated, or fo much as queftioned in the worft 
times ; and that now after fo long intern^iflion of Par- 
liaments, that all privileges might be forgotten, the 
Houfe of Peers ftiould begin with an a6tion their an- 
ceftors never attempted, adminiftered too much caufe 
of jealoufy of fomewhat elfe that was intended ; and 
fo with an unanimous confent they declared it to be 
ThisTotcd *^ fo high a breach of privilege, that they could not 
prwu^by " proceed upon any other matter until they jfirft rc- 
mon?^™" *^ ceived fatisfaAion and reparation from the Houfc 
^^ of Peers ;" and which the next day they demanded 
at a conference. The Lords were fenfible of their 
error; which had been forefeen, and diiRiaded by 
many of them ; they *^ acknowledged the privilege of 
*' the Commons as fully as they demanded it, and 
*^ hoped they had not broken it by offering their ad- 
•* vice to them without mentioning the nature of the 
^^ fupply, the proportion, or manner of railing it, 
*^ which they confeffed belonged entirely to them :*' 
in fine, they defired them, " that this might be no 
** occafion of wafting their time, but that they would 
proceed their own way, and in their own method, 
upon the affairs of the kingdom." This gave no 
fatisfadlion ^ was no reparation ; ^and ferved their 
turn who had no mind to give any fupply without 
difcovering any fuch diflatisfadlion, which would have 
got them no credit, the Houfe generally being exceed- 
ingly difpofed to pleafe the King, and to do him fer- 
vice. But this breach of privilege, which was craf- 
tily enlarged upon, as if it fwallowed up all their other 
privileges, and made them wholly fubfervient to the 
Peers, was univerfally refented. A committee was ap- 
pointed tQ examine precedents of former times^ in cafe 
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of violation of their privileges by the Lords, though 
not of that magnitude, and thereupon to prepare a 
proteftation to be fent up to the Houfc of Peers, and 
to be entered into their own Journal ; and in the mean 
time no proceedings to be in the Houfe upon any pub- 
lic bulinefs, except upon fome report from a commit- 
tee. 

After fome days had paffed in this manner, and it The King^i 
not being in view when this debate would be at an fo^thc 
end, the King thought of another expedient, and fent ^jj^^s. 
a meilage in writing to the Comrnons by Sir Henry 
Vane, who was now both Secretary of State and 
Treafurer of the Houfehold, and at that time of good 
credit there ; wherein his Majefty took notice, " that 
*^ there was fome difference between the two Houfes, 
*^ which retarded the tranfadlion of the great affairs 
" of the kingdom, at a time when a foreign army was 
*^ ready to invade it : that he heard the payment of 
^* Ship-money, notwithftanding that it was adjudged 
^* his right, was not willingly fubmitted to by the peo- 
^* pic ; to manifeft therefore his good aflfedlion to his 
** fubjedts in general, he made this propofition : 
*' that if the Parliament would grant him twelve fub- 
^* fidies to be paid in three years, in the manner pro- 
^^ pofed, (that was, five fubfidies to be paid the firft 
** year, four the fecond, and three to be paid the laft 
** year), his Majefty would then releafe all his title or 
^* pretence to Ship-money for the future, in fuch a 
^ manner as his Parliament Ihould advife." 

Though exceptions might have been taken again in 
point of privilege, becaufe his Majefty took notice of 
the difference between the two Houfes ; yet that fpirit 
iiad not then taken fo deep root : fo that they refolved 
to enter^ the next day after the delivery of it, upon a 
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full debate of his Majefty's meflage ; they who de- 
fired to obftrudl the giving any fupply, believing they 
ihould eafily prevail to rejeft. this propofition, upon 
the greatnefs of the fum demanded, without appearing 
not to favour the caufe in which it was to be em* 
ployed, which they could not have done with any ad- 
vantage to themfelves, the number of that clallis of 
Thi<dc. ^^^ being then not confiderable in the Houfe. It 
bated. ^j^3 about the firft day of May that th/e meflage was 
delivered, and the next day it was refumed about nine 
of the clock in the morning, and the debate continued 
till four of the clock in the afternoon; which had 
been feldom ufed before, but afterwards grew into 
cuftom. Many obferved, ** that they were to pur- 
'* chafe a releafe of an impofition very unjuftly laid 
" upon the kingdom, and by purchafing it, they 
*^ Ihould upon the matter confefs it had been juft ;" 
which no man in his heart acknowledged ; and there- 
fore wifhed, *^ that the judgment might be firft exa- 
mined, and being once declared void, what they 
Ihould prefent the King with would appear a gift, 
and not a recompence :" but this was rather mo- 
deftly infinuated than infifted upon ; and the greater 
number reflected more on the proportion demanded, 
• which fome of thofe who were thought very well, to 
underftand the ftate of the kingdom, confidently af- 
firmed to be more than the whole ftock in money of 
the kingdom amounted to ; which appeared fhortly 
after to be a very grofs mifcomputation. There were 
very few, except thofe of the Court, (who were ready 
to give all that the King would alk, and indeed had 
little to give of their own), who did not believe the 
fum demanded to be too great, and wifhed that a left 
might be accepted^ and therefore were willing, whea 
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the day was fo far fpent, that the debate might be ad- 
journed till the next morning ; which was willingly 
confented to by all, and fo the Houfe rofe. All this 
agitation had been in a committee of the whole Houfe, 
the Speaker having left the chair, to which Mr. Lenthall, 
a lawyer of no eminent account, was called. But there 
was not, in the whole day, in all the variety of contra* 
didlions, an ofFenfive or angry word fpoken : except 
only that one private country Gentleman, little known, 
faid, " He obferved that the fupply was to be em- 
ployed in the fupporting iellum epifcopaky which 
he thought the Bilhops were fitteft to do them- 
*^ felves :" but as there was no reply, or notice taken 
of it, fo there was nobody who feconded that envious 
reflection, nor any other expreffion of that kind. 

The next day as foon as the Houfe met, and pray- 
ers were read, it refolved again into a conamittee of 
the whole Houfe, the fame perfon being again called 
to the chair : it was exped^ed, and hoped, that there 
would have been fome new mefl^age from the King, 
* that might have facilitated the debate ; Jbut nothing 
appearing of that kind, the propofition was again read, 
and men of all lides difcourfed much of what had 
been faid before, and many fpoke with more reflec- 
tion upon the judgment of Ship-money than they had 
done the day paft, and feemed to wilh, " that what- 
" foever they Ihould give the King Ihould be a free 
** teftimony of their aflTecftion and duty, without any 
^* releafe of Ship-money, which deferved no coniidera-< 
** tion, but in a Ihort time would appear void and 
** null." And this feemed to agree with the fenfe of 
fo great a part of the Houfe, that Mr. Hambden, the 
moft popular man in the Houfe, (the fame who had 
defended the fuit againft the King in his own name, 

p 3 upon 



ai4 THE HISTORY BookII. 

upon the illegality of Ship-money), thought the matter 
ripe for the queftion, and delircd the queftion might 
be put, " Whether the Houfe would confent to the 
•^ propofition made by the King, as it was contained in 
*^ the meflage ?" which would have been fure to have 
found a negative from all who thought the fum too 
great, or were not pleafed that it fhould be given in 
rccompence of Ship-money. 

When many called to have this queftion, Serjeant 
Glanvile, the Speaker, (who fate by amongft the other 
members whilft the Houfe was in a committee, and had 
rarely ufed toxfpeak in fuch feafons), rofe up, and in a 
moft pathetical fpeech, in which he excelled, endea- 
voured to perfuade the Houfe " to comply with the 
*^ King's defire, for the good of the nation, and to rc-^ 
^^ concile him to Parliaments for ever, which this feafon- 
*^ able teftimony of their afFeftions would infallibly- 
*^ do." He made it manifeft to them how very inconfi- 
derable a fum twelve fublidies amounted to, by telling 
them, " that he had computed what he was to pay for 
*^ thofe twelve fublidies ;" and when he named the 
fum, he being known to be poflefled of a great eftate, 
it feemed not worth any farther deliberation. And 
in the warmth of his difcourfe, which he plainly 
difcerned made a wonderful impreflion upon the 
Houfe, he let fall fome Iharp expreffions againfl the 
impolition of Ship-money, and the judgment in the 
point, which he faid plainly " was againft the law, if 
•' he underftood what law was," (who was known to 
be very learned), which expreffion, how neceflary and 
artificial foever to reconcile the afFedlions of the Houfe 
to the matter in queftion, very much irreconciled him 
at Court, and to thofe upon whom he had the greateft 
dependence. 

There 
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There was fcarce ever a fpeech that more gathered 
lip and united the inclinations of a popular council to 
the Speaker : and if the queftion had been prefently 
put, it was believed the number of the diflenters would 
not have appeared great. But after a Ihort filence, 
feme men, who wilhed well to the main, exprefled 
a diflike of the way, fo that other men recovered new 
courage, and called again with fome earneftnefs, 
'^ That the queftion formerly propofed by Mr. Hamb- 
^^ den Ihould be put ;" which feemed to meet with a 
concurrence. Mr. Hyde then ftood up, and defired, 
that queftion might not be put ; faid, it was a cap- 
•tious queftion, to which only one fort of men could 
clearly give their vote, which were they who were 
** for a rejection of the King's propofition, and no 
more refuming the debate upon that fubjedl : but 
that they who defired to give the King a fupply, 
*^ as he believed moft did, though not in fuch a pro- 
portion, nor, it may be, in that manner, could re- 
ceive no fatisfaftion by that queftion ; and there- 
'^ fore he propofed, to the end that every man might 
•* frankly give his yea, or his no, that the queftion 
" might be put only, upon tlie giving the King a fup- 
'* ply; which being carried in the affirmative, another 
^' queftion might be upon the proportion, and the 
^* manner ; and if the firft were <:arried in the nega- 
^* tive, it would produce the fame efFeft, as the other 
^* queftion propofed by Mr. Hambden would do.'* 

This method was received by fome with great ap- 
probation, but oppofed by others with more than or- 
dinary paffion, and diverted by other propofitions, 
ivhich being feconded took qiuch time, without 
pointing to any conclufion. In the end Serjeant Glan- 
irilc faid, " That there had been a queftion propofed 
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*^ by his countryman, that agreed very well with his 
•^ fenfe, and moved that the Grentleman might be 
^^ called upon to propofe it again." Mr. Hyde ftatcd 
the c«afe again as he had done^ anfwered fomewhat 
that had been faid againft it, and moved, " that quef- 
*^ tion might be put." Whereupon for a long time 
there was nothing faid, but a confufed clamour, and call, 
" Mr. Hambden's queftion," " Mr. Hyde's quefKon ;" 
the call appearing much ftronger for the laft, than the 
former : and it was generally believed, that the quef<- 
tion had been put, and carried in the ai&rmative, 
though it was politively oppofed by Herbert the So- 
licitor Greneral, for what reafon no man could ima- 
gine, if Sir Henry Vane the Secretary had not flood 
up, and faid, ^^ That, as it had been always his cuftom 
to deal plainly and clearly with that Houfe in all 
things, fo he could not but now alTure them, that 
*^ the putting and carrying that queftion could be of 
" no ufe ; for that he was moft fure, and had authori- 
ty to tell them fo, that if they fhould pafs a vote for 
the giving the King a fupply, if it were not in the 
proportion and manner propofed in his Majefty's 
meflage, it would not be accepted by him ; and 
*^ therefore defired that queftion might be laid afide ;" 
which being again urged by the Solicitor Greneral 
upon the authority of wliat the other had declared, 
and the other Privy-Counfellors faying nothing, 
though they were much difpleafed with the Secreta- 
ry's averment, the bufinefs was no more prefled : but 
it being near five of the clock in the afternoon, and 
every body weary, it was willingly confented to that 
the Houfe fhould be adjourned till the next morning. 
Both Sir Henry Vane, and the Solicitor General, 
(whofe opinion was of more weight with the King 
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than the others) had made a worfe reprefentation of 
the humour and afFeftion of the Houfe than it dc- 
fcrved, and undertook to know, that if they. came 
together again, they would pafs fuch a vote againft 
Ship-money, as would blaft that revenue and other 
branches of the receipt ; which others believed they 
would not have had the confidence to have attempted; 
and very few, that they would have had the credit to 
have compafled. What followed in the next Parlia- 
ment, within lefs than a year, made it believed, that 
Sir Henry Vane a<fted that part malicioufly, and to 
bring all into confiifion ; he being known to have an 
imi^acable hatred againft the Earl of Strafford, Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whofe deftruftion was then upon the 
anvil. But what tranfported the Solicitor, who had none 
of the ends of the other, could not be imagined, except 
it was his pride and peevilhnefs, when he found that 
he was like to be of lefs authority there, than he looked 
to be; and yet he was heard with great attention, 
though his parts were moft prevalent in puzzling and 
perplexing that difcourfe he meant to crofs. Let their 
motives be what they would, they two, and they only, 
wrought fo far with the King, that, without fo much 
deliberation as the affair was worthy of, his Majefty 
the next morning, which was on the fifth of May, 
near a month after their firft meeting, fent for the 
Speaker to attend him, and took care that he ihould 
go diredlly to the Houfe of Peers, upon fome appre- 
henfion that if he had gone to the Houfe of (Com- 
mons, that Houfe would have entered upon fome in- 
grateftil difcourfe ; which they were not inclined to 
do ; and then fending for that Houfe to attend him, 
the Keeper, by his Majefty 's command, diflblved thexhcptoihu 
jPirliament. ^^ 

There 
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There could not a greater damp have feized upon 
the fpirits of the whole nation, than this diiTolutioa 
caufed ; and men had much of the mifery in view, 
which fhortly after fell out. It could never be hoped, 
that more fober and difpaffionate men would ever 
meet together in that place, or fewer who brought ill 
purpofes with them ; nor could any man imagine 
what offence they had igiven, which put the King 
upon that refolution. But it was obferved, that in the 
countenances of thofe who had moft oppofed all that 
was defired by his Majefty, there was a marvellous fe* 
renity; nor could they conceal the joy of their hearts: 
for they knew enough of what was to come, to con- 
clude that the King would be fhortly compelled to 
call another Parliament; and they were as fiire, that 
fo many fo unbiafled men would never be ele6led 
again. 

Within an hour after the diffolving, Mr. Hyde met 
Mr. Saint-John, who had naturally a great cloud in 
his face, and very feldom was known to fmile, but 
then had a moft cheerful afpeft, and feeing the other 
melancholic, as in truth he was from his heart, afked 
him, ^^ What troubled him ?'* who anfwered, ^^ That 
*^ the fame that troubled him, he believed, troubled 
" moft good men ; that in fuch a time of confufion, 
'* fo wife a Parliament, which alone could have found 
^^ remedy for it, was fo unfeafonably difmiffed 2'* the 
other anfwered with a little warmth, *^ That all was 
" well : and that it muft be worfe, before it could be 
*^ better ; and that this Parliament could never have 
** done what was neceffary to be done ;" as indeed it 
would not, what he and his friends thought neceffary. 
The King's The King, when he had better refiedled upon what 
it after, was like to fall out, and was better informed of the 
"^"^ temper 
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imper and duty of the Houfe of Commons, and that 

icy had voted a fupply, if Sir Henry Vane had not 

indered it by fo poiitive a declaration that his Ma- 

:fty would refufe it, was heartily forry for what he had 

one ; declared with great anger, ^* That he had never 

given him fuch authority ; and that he knew well that 

the giving him any fupply would have been welcome 

to him, becaufe the reputation of his fubjecfts affifting 

him in thatconjun6lure was all that he looked for and 

confidered.** He confulted the fame day, or the next, 

whether he might by his proclamation recall them to 

leet together again : but finding that impoilible, he 

^11 roundly to find out all expedients for the raifing of 

loney, in which he had fo wonderful fuccefs, that, in 

sfe than three weeks, by the voluntary loan of the 

articular Lords of the Council, and of other private 

jentlemen about the city, fome relating to the Court, 

nd others Grangers to it, there was no lefs than three 

iundred thoufand poimds paid into the Exchequer to 

le iifued out as his Majefty ihould dire6): : a fum 

bkt fufficiently manifefts the plenty of that time, 

ind greater than mofl princes in Europe could have 

rommanded in fo fhort a time ; and was an unanfwer-- 

ible evidence, that the hearts of his fubjefts were not 

lien aliened from their duty to the King, or a juft 

ealoufy for his honour. 

All diligence was ufed in making levies, in which An army 

of the general officers which had been employed 



:hc year before were made ufe of; though it was great 
pity that the Earl of EfTex was not again taken in ; 
0irhich had infallibly preferved him from fwerving from 
[lis duty, and he would have difcharged his trufl with 
:ourage and fidelity, and therefore probably with fuc^ 

cefs: 
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cefs : but he was of a haughty fpirit, and did not 
think his laft fummer's fervice fo well requited, that 
he was earneftly to folic it for another office ; though 
there is no doubt but he would have accepted it, if it 
had been offered. 
The Earl of A Grcueral was appointed, the Earl of Northumbcr- 
bcriand"" land ; and the Lord Conway General of the Horfc : 
^^ ^^ which made the great officers of the former year, the 
Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Effex, and the Earl of 
Holland, (who thought themfelves free from any over- 
lights that had been committed), more capable of in- 
fufions by thofe who were ready to work according 
to the occurrences upon their feveral conftitutions. 
But the reputation of the Earl of Northumberland, 
who had indeed arrived at a wonderful general efti- 
mation, was believed to be moil inftrumental in it : 
and the Lord Conway was thought an able foldier, 
and of great parts. Beiides, the Earls of Ellex and 
Holland were thought lefs governable by thofc coun- 
cils to which the main was then to be entrufted, the 
Earl of Straffi^rd bearing a part in them ; to whom 
the firft was very averfe, and the latter irreconcilea- 

ble. 

Difpatches were fent into Ireland to quicken the 

preparations there, which the Earl had left in a great 

forwardnefs, under the care of the Earl of Onnond, 

his Lieutenant-Greneral : moneys iffiied out for the 

levies of horfe and foot there, and for the making a 

train : all which were as well advanced as, confider- 

ing the general difcompofure, could be reafonably 

cxpedled. 

The King, the Earl of Northumberland, and the 

Earl of Strafford, thought they had well provided for 

the 
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the worft in making of the Lord Conway to be Grene-The Lord 

^^ ' Conway 

tal of the Horfe : a man very dear to the two Earls ; General of 
and indeed, by a very extraordinary fete, he had got 
a very particular intereft and efteem in many worthy 
men of very different qualifications. He had been 
bom a foldier in his father's garrifon of the Brill, 
when he was Governor there ; and bred up, in feveral 
commands, under the particular care of the Lord 
Vere, whofe nephew he was ; and though he was mar- 
ried young, when his father was Secretary of State, 
there was no a6tion of the Englifh either at fea or 
land, in which he had not a confiderable command ; 
and always preferved a more than ordinary reputation, 
in fpite of fome great infirmities, which ufe to be a 
great allay to the credit of a6live men ; for he was a 
voluptuous man in eating and drinking, and of great 
licence in all other excefTes, and yet was very accepta- 
Me to the flridleft and the graveft men of all con- 
ditions. And which was ftranger than all this, he had 
always (from his pleafure, to which his nature exccf- 
iively inclined him, and from his profeflion, in which 
he was diligent enough) referved fo much time for his 
books and fhidy, that he was well verfed in all parts 
of learning, at leail appeared like fuch a one in all oc- 
cafions, and in the befl companies. He was of a very 
pleafant and inofFenfive converfation, which made 
him generally very acceptable : fo that the Court be- 
ing at that time full of faction, very few loving one 
another, or thofe who reforted to any who were not 
loved by them, he alone was even domeftic with all, 
and not fufpedled by either of the lords or the 
ladies fadlions. 

The war was generally thought to be as well pro- 
Tided for, as, after the laft year's mifcarriage^ it could 
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be, by his being made General of the Horfe { and lio 
man was more pleafed with it than the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, who had contradled an extraordinary opi- 
nion of this man, and took great delight in his coni'* 
pany, he being well able to fpeak in the affairs of 
the Church, and taking care to be thought by him 
a very zealous defender of it ; when they who knew 
him better, knew he had no kind of fenfe of religion, 
and thought all was alike. He was fent down with 
the firft troops of horfe and foot which were levied, 
io the borders of Scotland, to attend the motion of 
the enemy, and had a ftrength fufEcient to fkop them, 
if they fhould attempt to pafs the river, which was 
not fordable in above one or two places, there being 
good garrifons in Berwick and Carlifle. And in this 
pofture he lay near Newburn in the outfkirts of 
Northumberland . 

Whilft thefe things were tlius publicly a6lcd, pri- 
vate agitations were not lefs vigoroufly intended. The 
treaty and pacification of the former year had given 
an opportunity of forming correfpondences, and con« 
triving defigns, which before had been more clandef- 
tine ; and the late meeting in Parliament had brought 
many together, who could not otherwife have met, 
and difcovered humours and affe6lions, which could 
not elfe have been fo ealily communicated. The Court 
was full of faction and animoiity, each man more in- 
tending the ruin of his adverfary, and fatisfying hb 
private malice, than advancing his Matter's fervicc, or 
complying with his public duty, and to that purpofc di- 
redling all their endeavours, and forming all their in- 
tercourfe ; whilft every man unwifely thought him 
whom he found an enemy to his enemies, a friend to 
all his other affections i or rather by the narrowneis 

of 
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of his uhderftariding, and extent of his paffidn, cori-* 
tradted all his other afFedlions to that one of revenge. 
And by this means thofe emiflaries and agents for 
the confufion which was to follow were furnilhed 

m 

with opportunity and art to entangle all thofe (and 
God knows they were a great many) who were tranf- 
ported with thofe vulgar and vile conliderations : 
cheap, fenfelefs libels were fcattered about the city, 
an4 fixed upon gates and public remarkable places, 
traducing and vilifying thofe who were in higheft truft 
and employment : tumults were raifed, and all licence 
both in actions and words taken ; infomuch as a rab- 
ble of mean, unknown, diflblutc perfons, to the number 
offome thoufands, attempted the houfe of the LordAmrault 
Archbifhop of Canterbury at Lambeth, with open bethHouf^. 
prdfefllon and proteftation, ^^ that they would tear 
" him in pieces ;'* which (though one of that rabble, a 
iailor, was apprehended and executed in Southwark, 
upon an indidlment of high treafon) was fo juft a 
caufe bf terror, Jthat the Archbifhop, by the King*) 
command, lodged for fome days and nights in White- 
hall; which place likewife was not un threatened in 
their feditious meetings and difcourfes. This infa- 
mous, fcandalous, headlefs infurredlion, quafhed by 
the deferved death of that one varlet, was not thought 
to, be contrived or fomented by any perfons of qua- 
lity: yet it was difcourfed after in the Houfe of 
Conunons by Mr. Strode (one of thofe Ephori who 
moft avowed the curbing and fuppreffing of Majefty) 
with much pleafure and content; and it was men- 
tioned in the firft draught of the firft remonftranc^ 
(when the fame was brought in by Mr. Pym) not 
without a touch of approbation, which was for that 

reafoa 
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reafon fomewhat altered, though it ftill carried no- 
thing of cenfure upon it in that piece. 

Things Handing thus both in Court and City, and 
the Scots preparing with great induftry for invafion, 
and we, at leaft, i^r a defence, on a fudden the Lord 
Lowden (who before was iaid to be committed for dc- 
liring protedion and aid from the French King, by a 
letter under his hand) was difcharged from his impri- 
fonment ; without imparting that refolution to the 
Council ; and after a few days admittance and kind 
reception at Whitehall, was difmifled into Scotland ; 
his authority and power with that people being as con- 
liderable as any man*s, and his condudt as neceifary for 
the enterprizes they had in hand. This ftratagem was 
never underftood, and was then varioufly fpoken of; 
many believing he had undertaken great matters for 
the King in Scotland, and to quiet that diftemper : 
others, that it was an aft entirely compalTed by the 
Marquis of Hamilton, who was like to ftand in need 
of . great fupporters, by that extraordinary obligation 
to endear himfelf with that nation ; or to communi- 
cate fomewhat to that nation, if his condition before 
were . fo good that it needed no endearment. They 
who publifhed their thoughts leaft, made no fcruple 
of faying, " that if the policy were good and neceila- 
^* ry of his firft commitment, it feemed as juft and 
" prudent to have continued him in that reftraint." 

The progrefs in the King's advance for Scotland 
was exceedingly hindered by the great and dangerous 
ficknefs of the Earl of Northumberland the General, 
whofe recovery was either totally defpaired of by the 
Phjrfician, or pronounced to be expeAed very flow- 
. ly ; fo that there would be no poffibility for him to 

perform 
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perform the fervice of the north : whereupon he fent 
to the King, to delire that he would make choice of 
another General, And though the Lord Conway in- 
all his letters fent advertifement, " that the Scots had 
** not advanced their preparations to that degree, that 
*• they would be able to march that year," yet the 
King had much better intelligence that they were in 
readinefs to move ; and fo concluded, that it was ne- 
ceflary to fend another General ; and defigned the 
Earl of Strafford for that command, and to leave the 
forces in Ireland, which were raifed to make a diver- 
fion in Scotland, to be governed by the Earl of Or- 
mond. The Earl of Strafford was fcarce recovered 
from a great ficknefs, yet was willing to undertake the 
charge, out of pure indignation to fee how few men 
were forward to ferv^e the King with that vigour of 
mind they ought to do ; but knowing well the ma- 
licious defigns which were contrived againft himfelf, 
he would rather ferve as Lieutenant-General under 
the Earl of Northumberland, than that he ihould re- 
fign his commiflion : and fo, with and under that 
qualification, he made all poflible hafte towards the 
north, before he had flrength enough for the journey. 

But before he could arrive with the army, that in- The Lord 
faunous irreparable rout at Newburn was fallen out ; foJIcd at 
where the enemy marched at a time and place, when^^**"™* 
and where they were expcfted, through a river deep 
though fordable, and up a hill, where our army was 
ranged to receive them : through thofe difficulties and 
difadvantages, without giving or taking any blows, (for 
the five or fix men of ours who were killed, fell by 
their cannon, before the pafling of the river), they put 
our whole army to the mofl fhameful and confound- 
ing flight that was ever heard of; our foot making 

VOL. I. a IXQ 
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no lefs hafte from Ncwcaftle, than our horfe from 
Ncwburn ; both leaving the honour, and a great deal 
of the wealth of the kingdom, arifing from the coal-- 
mines, to thofe who had not confidence enough (not- 
withftanding the evidence they had feen of our fear) 
to poflcfs that town in two days after j not believing 
it poffible that fuch a place, which was able to have 
maintained the war alone fome time, could be fo 
kindly quitted to them : the Lord Conway never af- 
ter turning his face towards the enemy, or doing any 
thing like a commander, though his troops were 
quickly brought together again, without the lofs of a 
dozen men, and were fo afhamed of their flight, that 
they were very willing as well as able to have taken 
what revenge they would upon the enemy, who were 
poflTefTed with all the fears imaginable, and would 
hardly believe their own fuccefs, till they were aflured 
that the Lord Conway with all his army rcfted quietly 
The Scots in Durham, and then they prefumed to enter into 

army enter ^^ -, - 

Ncwcaftle. Newcaftle. 

But it feemed afterwards to be a full vindication of 
the honour of the nation, that, from this infemous 
defeat at Newburn, to the laft entire conquefl: of Scot- 
land by Cromwell, the Scots army fcarce performed 
one fignal aftion agsunft the Englilh, but were always 
beaten by great inequality of numbers as oft as they 
Encountered, if they were not fupported by Englifh 
troops. 

In tliis pofture the Earl of Strafford found the army 
about Durham, bringing with him a body much 
broken with his late ficknefs, which was not clearly 
fhaken off, and a mind and temper confeffing the 
dregs of it, which being marvelloufly provoked and 
inflamed with indignation at the late dilhonour, ren- 
*- dered 
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dered him lefs gracious^ that is, lefs inclined to make 
himfelf fo, to the officers, upon his firft entrance into 
his charge ; it may be, in that mafs of diforder, not 
quickly difcerning to whom kindnefs and refpedl was 
juftly due. But thofe who by this time no doubt 
were retained for that purpofe, took that opportunity 
to incenfe the army againft him ; and fo far prevailed 
in it, that in a fhort time it was more enflamed againft 
him than againft the enemy ; and was willing to have 
their want of courage imputed to excefs of con- 
fcience, and that their being not fatisfied in the 
grounds of the quarrel was the only caufe that they 
fought no better. In this indifpolition in all parts, 
the- Earl found it neceflary to retire with the army to 
the Ikirts of Yorkfhire, and himfelf to York, (whither The King'i 
the King was to come), leaving Northumberland and treating to- 
the bifliopric of Durham * to be poflefled by the vie- ^' 
tors ; who being abundantly fatisfied with what they 
never hoped to poflefs, made no hafte to advance 
their new conquefts. 

It was very much wondered at, that the Earl of 
Strafford, upon his firft arrival at the army, called no 
perfons to a council of war for that fhameful bufinefs 
of Newburn, or the more Ihameful quitting of New- 
caftle, (where were not ten barrels of mufquet-bul- 
Icts, nor moulds to make any ; the enemy having 
been long expected there, and our army not lefs than 
a month in that town ; time enough, if nothing had 
been done before, to have made that place tenable for 
a longer time than it could have been diftreffed.) 
Whether the Earl faw that it would not have been in 
his power to have proceeded finally and exemplarily 
upon that inquifition, and therefore chofe rather not 
to enter upon it -, or whether he found the guilt to be 

a 2 fo 
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fo involved, that though fome wqre more obnoxious, 
few were unfaulty ; or whether he plainly difccnied 
to what the whole tended, and fo would not trouble 
himfelf further in difcovering of that, which, ioftead 
of a reproach, might prove ^ benefit to the perfons 
concerned ; I know not : but pubUc examination it 
never had. 

The Scots needed not now advance their progrefs; 
their game was in the hands (no prejudice to their 
fkill). of better gameflers. Befides, they were not 
to make the leafl inroad, or to do the leafl trefpafs to 
their neighbours of Yorkfhire ; who were as folici- 
tous, that, by any accefs or concurrence of the fbrength 
of that large county, they fhould not be driven fer- 
ther back ; and therefore, inflead of drawing their 
trained bands together (which of themfelves would 
have been a greater or better army than was to con- 
tend with them) to defend their county, or the perfon 
of the King then with them, they prepared petitions 
of advice and good counfel to him to call a Parlia- 
ment, and to remove all other grievances but the 
Scots. At the fame time fome Lords from London (of 
known and fince publiftied afFecHiions to that inva- 
fion) attended his Majefty at York with a petition, 
ligned by others, eight or ten in the wliole, who were 
craftily perfuaded by the liegers there, Mr. Pym, 
Mr. Hambden, and Mr. Saint-John, to concur in it, 
being full of duty and modefly enough ; without con- 
lidering, that nothing elfe at that time could have 
done mifchief ; and fo fufFered themfelves to be made 
inftruments towards thofe ends, which in truth they 
abhorred. 

In thefe diflradlions and difcompofures, between an 
enemy proud and infolent in fuccefs, an army cor- 
rupted. 



OF THE REBELLION, kc. aig 

raptedy or at leaft difhcartcned, a county mutinous 
and inclined to the rebels, at leaft not inclined to re- 
duce them, and a Court infedled with all three, the 
King could not but find himfelf in great ftraits ; be- 
fides that his treafure, which had hitherto kept that 
which was beft from being worfe, was quite fpent. 
The raifing and difbanding the firft army fo unfortu-* 
nately and wretchedly, had coft full three hundred 
thoufand pounds, which the good hufbandry of the 
minifters of the revenue had trcafured up for an emer- 
gent occafion ; and the borrowing fo much money 
for the raifing and fupplying this latter army had 
drawn afiignments and anticipations upon the revenue 
to that degree, that there was not left wherewithal to 
defray the neceflary expence of the King's houfehold. 
A Parliament would not be eafily thought of, on this 
confideration, that it could not come together fpee- 
dily enough to prevent that mifchief, to which it 
fhould be chiefly applied : for if we were not then in 
a condition to defend ourfelves, in forty days (the 
fooneft a Parliament could meet) an army elate with 
vidlory, when no town was fortified, or pafs fecured, 
might run over the kingdom j efpecially the people 
being every where fo like to bid them welcome. 

Anew invention (not before heard of, that is, fo a great 
old, that it had not been pracftifed in fome hundreds thc*Pccr« 
of years) was thought of, to call a great Council of all [^''J^"* 
the Peers of England to meet and attend his Majefty 
at York, that by their advice that great affair might 
be the more profperoufly managed. Whether it was 
then conceived, that the honour of the King and 
kingdom being fo vifibly upon the ftage, thofe 
branches of honour, which could not outlive the root, 
would undoubtedly refcue and preferve it ; or whe- 

Q 3 ther 



£3o 



THE HISTORY Book IL 

ther it was believed, that upon fo extraordinary an 
occaiion the Peers would fufHce to raife money ; as 
it was in that meeting propofed by one of them, 
" That they might give fubfidies :** whether the ad- 
vice was given by thofe who had not the confidence 
m plain terms to propofe a Parliament, but were con- 
fident that would produce one 5 or whether a Parlia- 
ment was then refolved on, and they called to be 
obliged by it, and fo to be obliged to fome fober un- 
dertaking in iti or what other ground or intention 
there was of that Council, was never known : or whc-. 
ther indeed it was refolved out of trouble and agony 
of afflicted thoughts, becaufe no other way occurred : 
but fuch a refolution was taken, and writs immediately 
iirued under the Great Seal of England to all the 
Peers to attend his Majefty at York within twenty 
days ; and preparations were made in all places ac« 
cordingly. 
The ftatc Whilft the Lords are on their way thither, it will 
Court at not be amifs to confider the general ftate of afiairs in 
lime. ^^^^ time, and the perfons to whom the managing the 
public bufinefs was principally then, and for fome 
time had been, intrufted ; that fo, upon view of the 
materials, we may be the better enabled to guefs how 
thofe dexterous workmen were like to employ them* 
felves. It hath been faid already, that, upon the dif- 
folution of the Parliament but four months before, 
the Lords of the Council beftirred themfelves in le- 
vying the Ship-money, and lending great fums of mo- 
ney for the war. 
The Con. Tj^^ Convocatiou-Houfe (the regular and legal af» 

vocation , ... 

continued fembling of the Clergy) cuftomarily beginning and 
Parhament: ending with Parliaments, was, after the determination 
makes ca- ^£ ^^ j^^ j^^ ^ ^^^ ^^'^^ contiuued, and fate for the 

fpace 
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fpace of above a month under the proper title of a 
Synod ; made canons, which was thought it might 
do; and gave fubiidies out of Parliament, and en* 
joined oaths, which certainly it might not do : in a 
word, did many things, which in the beft of times 
might have been queftioned, and therefore were fure 
to be condemned in the worft ; (what fuel it was to 
the fire that enfued, ihall be mentioned in its place) ; 
and drew the fame prejudice upon the whole body of 
the Qergy, to which before only fome few Clergymen 
were expofed. 

The Papifts had for many years enjoyed a great ^5?*?***^ 
calm, being upon the matter abfolved from the fe- boidnefs 
yereft parts of the law, and difpenfed with for the time, 
gentleft ; and were grown only a part of the revenue, 
without any probable danger of being made a facri- 
fice to the law. They were looked upon as good 
fubje(5ls at Court, and as good neighbours in the 
Country ; all the reftraints and reproaches of former 
times being forgotten. But they were not prudent 
managers of this profperity, being too elate and tranf- 
ported with the protedion and connivance they re- 
ceived : though I am perfuaded their numbers in- 
creafed not, their pomp and boldnefs did to that de- . 
gree, that, as if they affedted to be thought dangerous 
to the State, they appeared more publicly, entertained 
and urged conferences more avowedly, than had been 
before known : they reforted at common hours to 
mafs to Somerfet Houfe, and returned thence in great 
multitudes, with the fame barefacednefs as others 
came from the Savoy or other neighbour churches : 
they attempted and fometimes obtained profelytes of 
weak iminformed ladies, with fuch circumftances as 
provoked the rage and deftroyed the charity of great 
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and powerful families, which longed for their fup- 
preflion: they grew not only fecret contrivers, but 
public profefled promoters of, and minifters in, the 
moft odious and the moil grievous projects : as in 
that of foap, formed, framed, and executed, by almoft 
a corporation of that religion ; which, under that li- 
cence and notion, might be, and were fufpe(fted to 
be, qualified for other agitations. The priefts, and 
fuch as were in orders, (orders that in themfelves were 
punilhable by death), were departed from their for- 
mer modefty and fear, and were as willing to be 
known as to be hearkened to ; infomuch as a Jefuit 
at Paris, who was coming for England, had the bold- 
nefs to vifit the ambaflador there, who knew him to 
be fuch, and, offering his fer^•ice, acquainted him 
with his journey, as if there had been no laws there 
for his reception. And for the moft invidious pro- 
teAion and countenance of that whole party, a public 
agent from Rome (firft Mr. Con, a Scottilh-man ; and 
after him the Count of Rofetti, an Italian) refided at 
London in great port ; publicly vifited the Court ; 
and was avowedly rcforted to by the Catholics of ^ 
conditions, over whom he affumed a particular jurif- 
diftion ; and was careffed and prefented magnificent- 
ly by the ladies of honour, who inclined to that pro- 
feflion. They had likewife, with more noife and va- 
nity than prudence would have admitted, made pub- 
lic coUeftions of money to a confiderable fum, upon 
fome recommendations from the Queen, and to be by 
her Majefty prefented as a freewill -offering from his 
Roman -Catholic fubjedls to the King, for the carry- 
ing on the war againft the Scots -, which drew upon 
them the rage of that nation, with little devotion and 
reverence to the Queen herfelf ; as if Ihe defired to 

fup- 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. aj^ 

(upprefs the Proteftant religion in one kingdom as 
RTcU as the other, by the arms of the Roman Catholics. 
To conclude, they carried themfelves fo, as if they 
had been fuborned by the Scots to root out their own 
religion. 

The bulk and burthen of the State affairs, whereby Thcpcrfont 
the envy attended them likewife, lay principally upon pofing ihe 
the Ihoulders of the Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury, oiTsJISi!"* 
the Earl of Strafford, and the Lord Cottington ; fomc 
others being joined to them, as the Earl of Northum- 
[>erland for ornament, the Lord Bifhop of London for 
(lis place, being Lord High Treafurer of England, the 
nvo Secretaries, Sir Henry Vane and Sir Francis Win- 
iebank, forfervice and communication of intelligence; 
3nly the Marquis of Hamilton indeed, by his fkill 
ind interefl, bore as great a part as he had a mind to 
lo, and had the fkill to meddle no farther than he had 
I mind. Thefe perfons made up the Committee of 
State, (which was reproachfully after called the Jun^o, 
ind envioufly then in the Court the Cabinet Council)^ 
ivho were upon all occafions, when the Secretaries re- 
reived any extraordinary intelligence, or were to make 
iny extraordinary difpatch, or as often otherwife as was 
thought fit, to meet: whereas the body of the Council 
obfcrved fet days and hours for their meeting, and 
::ame not elfe together except fpecially fummoned. 

But, as I faid before, the weight and the envy of all The Arch- 
great matters refled upon the three firfl. The Arch-caniTr. 
t)ifhop, befides the fole difpofal of whatfoever con-^"*^* 
:emed the Church, which was an invidious province, 
baving been from the death of the Earl of Portland 
[at which time he was made Commiflioner of the 
Trcafury) more engaged in the civil bufinefs, than I 
im perfuaded he defired to be j and throughout the 
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whole bufinefs paflionately concerned for the Church 
of Scotland, and fo, converfant in thofe tranfa<ftioas : 
by all which means, befides that he had ufually about 
him an uncourtly quicknefs, if not iharpnefs, and did 
not fufiiciently value what men i^d or thought of 
him ; a more than ordinary prejudice and uncharita- 
blenefs^ was contra<5led againil him ; to which the 
new canons, and the circumftances in making thern^ 
made no fmall addition. 
The Eari of The Earl of Strafford had for the fpace of almoft 
straflbrd. ^^ years entirely governed Ireland, where he had been 
compelled, upon reafon of flate, to exercife many adls 
of power ; and had indulged fome to his own appetite 
and pafiion, as in the cafes of the Lord Chancellor, 
and the Lord Mount-Norris ; the firft of which was 
fails pro imperio; but the latter, if it had not concerned 
a perfon notorioufly unbeloved, and fo the more un- 
picied, would have been thought the moft extravagant 
piece of fovereignty, that in a time of peace had 
been ever executed by any fubjed. When and why 
he was called out of Ireland to aflifb in council here, 
I have touched before. He was a man of too high 
and fevere a deportment, and too great a contemner 
of ceremony, to have many friends at Court, and 
therefore could not but have enemies enough: he had 
two that profefTed it, the Earl of Holland, and Sir 
Henry Vane : the firft could never forget or forgive a 
fharp fudden faying of his, (for I cannot call it coun- 
fel or advice), when there had been fome difference a 
few years before between his Lordihip and the Lord 
Wefton, in the managing whereof the Earl of Hol- 
land was confined to his houfe, ** That the King 
^ Ihould do well to cut olF his head :" which had 
been aggravated (if fuch an injury were capable of 
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aggravation) by a fucceflion of difcountenanccs mu- 
tually performed between them to that time. Sir Henry 
Vane had not far to look back to the time that the 
Earl had with great earneftnefs oppofed his being 
made Secretary, and prevailed for above a month's de- 
lay; which, though it was done with great reafon and 
juftice by the Earl, on the behalf of an old fellow- 
fervant, and his very good friend Sir Joho Coke, (who 
was to be, and afterwards was, removed to let him in), 
yet the juftice to the one leffened not the fenfe of un- 
kindnefs to the other : after which, or about the fame 
time, (which it may be made the other to be the more 
virulently remembered) being to be made Earl of 
Strafford, he would needs in that patent have a new 
creation of a Barony, and was made Baron of Raby, a 
houfe belonging to Sir Henry Vane, and an honour 
he made account ihould belong to himfelf ; which was 
an z& of the moft unneceflary provocation (though 
he contemned the man with marvellous fcorn) that I 
have known, and I believe was the ciiief occalion of 
the lofs of his head. To thefe a third adverfary (like 
to be more pernicious than the other two) was added, 
the Earl of Eilex, naturally enough difinclined to his 
perfbn, his power, and his parts, upon fome rough 
carriage of the Earl of Strafford's towards the late Earl 
of Saint Alban^s, to whom he had a friendihip, and 
therefore openly profeiTed to be revenged. Laftly, 
he had an enemy more terrible than all the other, 
and like to be more fatal, the whole Scottifh nation, 
jprovoked by the declaration he had procured of Ire- 
land, and fome high carriage and exprefRons of his 
againft them in that kingdom. So that he had reafon 
to expe£t as hard meafure from fuch popular councils 
as he faw were like to be in requeft, as all thofe difad- 
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Tantages could create towards him. And yet no 
doubt his confidence was fo great in himfelf, and in 
the form of jufticc, (which he could not fufpeA would 
be fo totally confounded), that he never apprehended 
a greater cenfure than a fequeftration from all public 
employments, in which it is probable he had abun- 
dant fatiety : and this confidence could not have pro- 
ceeded (confidering the full knowledge he had of his 
judges) but from a proportionable ftock of^ and fatif- 
fad^ion in, his own innocence. 
Ttie Lord The Lord Cottington, though he was a very wife 
' man, yet having fpent the greateft part of his life in 
Spain,and fo having been always fubjcft to the unpopu- 
lar imputation of being of the Spanifli fadlion, indeed 
was better (killed to make his Mafler great abroad, 
than gracious at home ; and being Chancellor of the 
Exchequer from the time of the diffolution of the 
Parliament in the fourth year, had his hand in many 
hard fhifts for money ; and liad the diiadvantage of 
being fufpecfled at leaft a favourer of the p)apifb, 
(though that religion thought itfelf nothing behold- 
ing to him), by which he was in great umbrage with 
the people : and then though he were much lefs hated 
than either of the other two, and the lefs, becaufe 
there was nothing of kindnefs between the Archbi- 
ihop and him ; and indeed very few particulars of mo- 
ment could be proved againft him : yet there were 
two objedlions againft him, which rendered him as 
odious as any to the great reformers ; the one, that he 
was not to be reconciled to or made ufe of in any of 
their defigns ; the other, that he had two good of- 
fices, without the having of which their reformation 
could not be perfeft : for befides being Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, he was likewife Mafter of the Wards, 
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and had raifed the revenue of that Court to the King 
to be much greater than it had ever been before his 
adminiftration ; by which hufbandry, all the rich fa- 
milies of England, of Noblemen and Gentlemen, were 
exceedingly incenfed, and even indevoted to the 
Crown, looking upon what the law had intended for 
their prefervation, to be now applied to their deftruc- 
tion ; and therefore refolved to take the firft opportu- 
nity to ravifh that jewel out of the royal diadem, 
though it were faftened there by the known law, upon 
as, unqueftionable a right, as the fubjedl enjoyed any 
thing that was moil his own. 

The Marquis of Hamilton, if he had been then The Mtr- 
weighed in the fcales of the people's hatred, was atJu^tuon. 
that time thought to be in greater danger than any 
one of the other ; for he had more enemies, and fewer 
friends, in Court or Country, than any of the other. 
His interefl" in the King's afFe<ftion was at leaft equal, 
and thought to be fuperior to any man's ; and he 
had received as invidious inflances, and marks of 
thofe afFeAions, He had more outfaced the law in 
bold projects and preffures upon the people, than any 
other man durft have prefumed to do, as efpecially in 
the projects of wine and iron ; about thelaft of which, 
and the moft grofs, he had a Iharp conteft with the 
Lord Coventry, (who was a good wreftler too), and at 
laft compelled him to let it pafs the feal : the entire 
profit of which always reverted to himfelf, and to 
fuch as were his penfioners. He had been the fole 
manager of the bufinefs of Scotland till the pacifica- 
tion i the readied man, though then abfent, to advife 
that pacification, and the moft vifible author of the 
breach of it. Laftly, the difcoveries between the Lord 
Mackey and David Ramfay, by which the Marquis 
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was accufed of deligning to make himfelf King of 
Scotland, were frelh in many men's memories, and the 
late paiTages in that kingdom had revived it in others; 
fo that he might reafonably have cxpefted as ill a prc- 
fage for himfelf from thofe fortune-tellers, as the moft 
melancholic of the other : but as he had been always 
moft careful and folicitous for himfelf, fo he was mc^ 
likely to be apprehenfive on his own behalf^ and to 
provide accordingly. 

And here I cannot omit a ftory, which I received 
from a very good hand, by which his great fubtilty 
and induftry for himfelf may appear, and was indeed 
as great a piece of art (if it were art) as I believe will 
be fotmd amongft the modem politicians. After the 
calling the Council of the Peers at York was refolved 
upon, and a little before the time of their appearance 
the Marquis came to the King, and with fome cloudi- 
nefs (which was not unnatural) and trouble in his 
countenance, he defircd his Majefty to give him leave 
to travel : the King furprifed was equally troubled at 
ir, and demanded his reafon : he told him, ** He well 
" forefaw a ftorm, in which his Ihipwreck was moft 
probable amongft others ; and that he, never hav*' 
ing any thing before his eyes but his Majefly's fer- 
*• vice, or in his vows, but an entire fimple obedience 
" to his commands, might happily, by his own unfkil- 
^* fulnefs in what was fit by any other rule, be more 
*^ obnoxious than other men ; and therefore, that, 
'^ with his Majefty*s leave, he would withdraw him- 
•^ felf from the hazard at leaft of that tempeft." The 
King, moft gracioufly inclined to him, bid him " be 
"moft confident, that though he might (which he 
*^ was refolved to do) gratify his people with any rca- 
" fonable indulgence, he would never fail his good 
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^ fervants in that protedlion which they had equal 
" reafon to expeft from him." The Marquis with 
fome quicknefs replied, '^ that the knowledge of that 
" gracious difpofition in his Majefty was the princi- 
•* pal caufe that he befought leave to be abfent ; and 
*' that otherwife he would not fo far defert his own 
** innocence, which he was fure could be only fuUied 
** and difcredited with infirmities and indifcretions, 
^ not tainted or defaced with defign and malice. 
But (faid he) I know your Majefty's goodnefs will 
interpofe for me to your own prejudice : and 1 will 
** rather run any fortune, from whence I may again 
" return to ferve you, than be (as I forefee I fhould be) 
^ fo immediate a caufe of damage and mifchief to fo 
*' royal a Mafter." He told him, ** that he knew 
" there were no lefs fetal arrows aimed at the Arch- 
" bifhop of Canterbury and the Earl of Strafford than 
'* at himfelf ; and that he had advertifed the firft, and 
** advifed the laft, to take the fame courfe of with- 
" drawing whereby he meant to fecure himfelf : but 
'^ (he faid) the Earl was too great-hearted to fear, and 
*' he doubted the other was too bold to fly." 

The King was much difturbed with the probability 
and reafon of what was faid ; which the other as foon 
obfcrving, " There is (faid he) one way by which I 
** might fecure myfelf without leaving the kingdom, 
'* and by which your Majefty, as thefe times are like 
** to go, might receive fome advantage : but it is fo 
^ contrary to my nature, and will be fo fcandalous to 
** my honour in the opinion of men, that, for my own 
*' part, I had rather run my fortune/' His Majefty, 
glad that fuch an expedient might be found (as* being 
unwilling to hazard his fafety againft fo much reafon 
as had been fpoken, by compelling him to ftay -, and 
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as unwilling, bf fuffering him to go, to confeis an ap^ 
prehenHon that he might be impofed upon) impa- 
tiently alked, ** What that way was ?'' The Marquis 
replied, « That he might endear himfelf to the odicr 
<' party by promiiing his fervice to them, and feem- 
*^ ing to concur with them in opinions and defigns ; 
^* the which he had reafon to believe the principal 
*^ perfons would not be averfe to, in hope that his 
'* fuppofed intereft in his Majefty*s ojnnion might be 
'* looked upon as of moment to them for their parti- 
^^ cular recommendations. But, he faid, this he knew 
would be looked upon with fo much jealoufy hj 
other men, and ihortly with that reproach, that he 
might by degrees be Icilened even in his Maje%*s 
own trufl ; and therefore it was a province he had 
^^ no mind to undertake :** and fo renewed his fuit 
again very eameftly for leave to travel. 

The King, for the reafons aforefaid, much delighted 
with this expedient, and believing likewife, that in 
truth he might by this means frequently receive in- 
formations of great ufe, and having a lingular efteem 
of the fidelity and afFedlion of the Marquis, told him 
politively, *' That he fliould not leave him ; that he 
was not only contented, but commanded him to in- 
gratiate himfelf by any means with the other peo- 
ple ;" and affiired him " that it ihould not be in 
any body's power to infufe the leaft jealoufy of him 
" into his royal breaft." The which refolution his 
Majefty obfen-ed fo conftantly, that the other en- 
joyed the liberty of doing whatfoever he found necef- 
fary for his own behoof; and with wonderful craft 
and low condefcenfions to the ends and the appetites 
of very inferior people, and by feafonable infinua- 
tions to feveral leading perfons (of how different in- 
clinations 
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clinations foever) of fuch pafticulars as were grateful 
to them, and feemed to advance their diftinA and 
even contrary interefts and pretences, he grew to have 
no lefs credit in the Parliament, than with the Scot- 
tifh Commiffioners; and was with great vigilance, 
induftry, and dexterity, preferved from any public 
reproach in thofe charges which ferved to ruin other 
men, and which with more reafon and juftice might 
have been applied to him than any other; and yet 
for a long time he did not incur the jealoufy of the 
King ; to whom he likewife gave many advertife- 
ments, which, if there had been perfons enough who 
would have concurred in prevention, might have 
proved of great ufe. 

In this ftate and condition were things and perfons The King 
when the Lords came to York to the great Council in ^'Ij'c '^j'** 
September; and the firft day of their meeting (that^JJI*?**^ 
the counfel might not feem to arife from them who refoiutions 
were refolved to give it, and that the Queen might Parliament. 
receive the honour of it ; who, the King faid, had by 
a letter advifed him to it ; as his Majefty exceedingly 
delired to endear her to the people) the King declared 
to them, ^^ that he was refolved to call a Parliament 
*' to affemble at Weftminfter the third day of No- 
«^ vember following ; which was as foon as was pof- 
'* fible." So the firft work was done to their hands, 
and they had now nothing to do but to difpofe mat- 
ters in order againft that time, which could not well 
be done without a more overt converfation with the 
Scots, For though there was an intercourfe made, 
yet it pafled for the moft part through hands whom 
the chief had no mind to truft : as the Lord Savile ; 
whom his bitter hatred to the Earl of Strafford, and 
as paffionate hope of the Prefidentfhip of the North, 
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which the Earl had^ made applicable to any end ; but 
otherwife a perfon of fo ill a fame^ that many defired 
not to mingle in counfels with him. For, befides his 
no reputation^ they begun now to know that he had 
long held correfpondence with the Scots before their 
coming in, and invited them to enter the kingdcxn 
with an army ; in order to which^ and to raife his own 
credit, he had counterfeited the hands of fome other 
Lords, and put their names to fome undertakings of 
joining with the Scots j and therefore they were re- 
folved to take that negociation out of his hands, (with* 
out drawing any prejudice upon him for his prefump* 
tion), which they had quickly an opportunity to do. 
ThcjScots For the firft day of the Lords meeting, a petition is 
£ing?uponprefented to his Majefly full of dutiful and humble 
ippo^nttS expreffions from the Scots, who well knew their time, 
ftt RippoD. ^j^^ j^^^ always (how rough and undutiful foever their 
ftdlions were) given the King as good and as fubmif- 
live words as can be imagined. This petition, full of 
as much fubmiflion as a viftory itfelf could produce, 
(as was urged by fome Lords), could not but beget a 
treaty, and a treaty was refolved on fpeedily to be at 
Rippon, a place in the King's quarters : but then, 
fpecial care was taken, by caution given to his Majef- 
ty, that no fuch ungracious perfons might be intrufted 
by him in this treaty as might beget jealoufies in the 
Scots, and fo render it fruitlefs : and therefore the 
Earls of Hertford, Bedford, Pembroke, Salilbury, Ef- 
fcx, Holland, Briftol, and Berkfhire, the Lords Man- 
devile, Wharton, Dunfmore, Brook, Savile, Paulet, 
Howard of Efcrick (the Lord Say being lick, and fo 
not prefent at York) were chofen by the King ; all 
popular men, and not one of them of much intereft in 
the Courts but only the Earl of Holland^ who was 
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known to be fit for any counfel that fliould be taken 
againfi the Earl of Strafford^ who had among them 
fcarce a friend or perfon civilly inclined towards him. 

When thefe Commiffioners from the King arrived The Com- 
at Rippon^ there came others from the Scots army of mcctTn? 
a quality much inferior, there being not above two ^^*^^*^ 
noblemen, whereof the Lord Lowden was the chief, 
two or three gentlemen and citizens, and Alexander 
HenderTon their metropolitan, and two or three other 
clergymen. The Scots applied themfelves moft par- 
ticularly to the Earls of Bedford, Eflex, Holland, and 
the Lord Mandevile, though in public they feemed 
equally to carefs them all ; and beiides the duty they 
profeffed to the King in the moil fubmifs exprei&ons 
of reverence that could be ufed, they made great and 
voluminous expreflions *^ of their afFedtion to the 
kingdom and people of England ; and remembered 
the infinite obligations they had from time to time 
•^ received from this nation ; cfpecially the afliftance 
^^ they had from it in their reformation of religion, 
*• and their attaining the light of the Gofpel j and 
*^ therefore as it could never fall into their hearts to 
•^ be ungrateful to it, fo they hoped that the good 
'* people of England would not entertain any ill opi- 
•' nipn of their coming into this kingdom at this time 
** in a hoftile manner, as if they had the leaft pur- 
** pofe of doing wrong to any particular perfon, much 
** lefs to alter any thing in the government of the 
kingdom j protefting, that they had the fame ten- 
dernefs of their laws and liberties, and privileges, as 
** of their own ; and that they did hope, as the op- 
prefllons upon their native country, both in their 
civil and fpiritual rights, had obliged them to tliis 
manner of addrefs to the King, to whom all accefs 

R a *^ had 



cc 



€€ 



€€ 
CC 
€C 



€C 



t44 THE HISTORY Book It. 

*' had been denied them by the power of their ene- 
^* mies ; fo, that this very manner of their coming in 
^* might be for the good of this kingdom, and the be- 
«' nefit of the fubjedls thereof, in the giving them 
opportunities to vindicate their own liberties and 
laws ; which, though not yet fo much invaded as 
** thofe of Scotland had be6n, were enough infringed 
^' by thofe very men who had brought fo great mifery 
** and confulion upon that kingdom; and who in- 
•* tended, when they had finiflied their work there, 
" and in Ireland, to eftablilh the fame flavery in Eng- 
*^ land as they had brought upon the other two king- 
^^ doms. All which would be prevented by the rc- 
** moval of three or four perfons from about the 
" King ; whofe own gracious difpofition and inclina- 
*^ tion would bountifully provide for the happinefs of 
*^ all his dominions, if thofe ill men had no influence 
•^ upon his counfels." 

There was not a man of all the Englifh Comnuf- 
lioners to whom this kind of difcourfe was hot grate- 
ful enough, and who did not promife to himfelf fome 
convenience that the alterations which were like to 
happen might produce. And with thofe Lords witli 
whom they delired to enter into a greater confidence, 
they conferred more openly and particularly, of the 
three perfons towards whom their greatefl prejudice 
was, the Archbiihop, the Earl of Strafford, and the 
Marquis of Hamilton, (for in their whole difcdurfcs 
they fecmed equally at leafl incenfed againfl him, as 
againfl either of the other two), whom they refolved 
Ihould be removed from the King, They fpake in 
confidence ^* of the excefs of the Queen's power, 
** which in refpedl of her religion, and of the perfons 
^^ who had moft intereil in her, ought not to prevail 
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*^ fo much upon the King as it did in all affairs. That 
•* the King could never be happy, nor his kingdom 
*^ flourifh, till he had fuch perfons about him in all 
•* places of truft, as were of honour and experience in 
^* affairs, and of good fortunes and interefts in the af- 
** feAions of the people ; who would always inform his 
** Majefly that his own greatnefs and happinefs con- 
^* fifted in the execution of juflice, and the happinefs 
•• of his fubjedls ; and who are known to be zealous 
for the prefervation and advancement of the Pro-^ 
teflant religion, which every honeft man thought 
•* at prefent to be in great danger, by the exorbitant 
** power of the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and fome 
** other Bifhops who were governed by him." It was 
no hard matter to inlinuate into the perfons with 
whom they held this difcourfe, that they were the 
very men who they wifhed fhould be in mofl credit 
about the King ; and they concluded that their af- 
fed^ions were fo great to this kingdom, and they fo 
defired that all grievances might be redrefTed here, 
that though they Ihould receive prefent fatisfadlion in 
all that concerned themfelves, they would not yet rer 
turn, till provifion might likewife be made for the jufl 
interefl of England, and the reformation of what was 
amifs there in reference to Church and State. 

This appeared fo hopeful a model to mofl of the 
King's Commiflioners, (who having no method pre- 
fcribed to them to treat in, were indeed fent only to 
hear what the Scots would propofe, the King himfelf 
then intending to determine what fhould be granted 
to them), they never confidered the truth of aiiy of 
their allegations, nor defired to be informed of the 
ground of their proceedings ; but patiently hearkened 
to all they faid in public, of which they intended to 
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give an account to the King ; and willingly heard all 
they faid in private, and made fuch ufe of it as they 
thought moft conduced to their own ends. The Scot- 
tifh Coramiflioners propofed, " that, for the avoiding 
*^ the effufion of Chriftian blood, there might be fomc 
" way found to prevent all a6ls of hoflility on either 
*^ fide ; which could not poffibly be done, except 
" fome order was given for the payment of their 
** army, which was yet reftrained to clofe and narrow 
•^ quarters/' And the truth is, they were in daily fear 
that thofe quarters would have been beaten up, and fo 
the ill cour^^e of their men too eafily difcovered, who 
were more taught to fing pfalms, and to pray, than td 
ufe their arms ; their hopes of prevailing being, from 
the beginning, founded upon an aflurance that they 
fliould not be put to fight. 

There had been in that infamous rout at Newbum 
two or three officers of quality taken prifoners, who 
endeavouring to charge the enemy with the courage 
they ought to do, being deferted by their troops 
could not avoid falling into the Scots hands ; two of 
which were Wilmot, who was Commiflary-General of 
the Horfe, and O'Neal, who was Major of a re- 
giment ; both officers of name and reputation, and of 
good efteem in the Court with all thofe who were in- 
cenfed againft the Earl of StraffiDrd, towards whom 
• they were both very indevoted. Thefe gentlemen 
were well known to feveral of the principal com- 
manders in the Scots army, (who had ferved together 
with them in Holland under the Prince of Orange), 
and were treated with great civility in their camp; and 
when the Commiffioners came to Rippon, they brought 
them with them, and prefented them to the King by bis 
Commiffioners, to whom they were ycvy acceptable ; 

and 
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and did thofe who delivered them more fervice by 
the reports they made of them in the army when they 
returned to their charges, and in the Court, than they 
could have done by remaining prifoners with them ; 
and contributed very much to the irreconciling the 
army to the Earl of Strafford, who was to command 
it. 

After few days the Commiffioners returned to the 
King at York, and gave him an account of what had 
paifed, and of the extraordinary affeftion of the Scots 
to his Majefty's fervice ; and Wilmot and O'Neal mag-» 
nified the good difcipline and order obferved in the 
army, and made their numbers to be believed much 
fuperior to what in truth they were. 

Three of the Commiffioners, and no more, were of The Comv* 
the King's Council, the Earls of Pembroke, Salifbury, w"he^ 
and Holland, who were all infpired by the Scots, and yoJ£*- 
liked well all that they pretended to delire. Befidea 
thofe, the King had nobody to confult with but the 
Lord Keeper Finch, the Duke of Richmond, thq 
Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl of Strafford, and Sir 
Harry Vane, principal Secretary of State. The firft 
of which, the Lord Keeper, was obnoxious to fo many 
reproaches, that, though his affedlion and fidelity was 
very entire to the King, all his care was to provoke no 
more enemies, and to ingratiate himfelf to as many of 
thofe as he perceived were like to be able to prote6): 
him, which he knew the King would not be able to 
do; and towards this he laboured with all indufiry 
and dexterity. The Duke of Richmond was young, 
and ufed to difcourfe with his Majefty in his bed-' 
chamber rather than at the Coimcil-Board, and a man 
of honour and fidelity in all places ; and in no degree 
of confidence with his countrymen^ becaufe he would 

R 4 not; 
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not admit himfclf into any of their intrigues. The 
Marquis had leave to be wary, and would give his 
enemies no new advantages. 

Nor indeed was there any man's advice of much 
credit with the King, but that of the Earl of Strafford; 
who had no reafon to declare his opinion upon fo nice 
a fubjeA in the prefence of the Earl of Holland and 
Sir Harry Vane ; and thought there was only one way 
to be purfued^ (which was not to be commimicated at 
the Council), and that was to drive the Scots out of 
the kingdom by the army : and without conlidering 
wliat was done at the treaty, (which had not yet agreed 
upon any ceffation), he fent a good party of horfe, 
commanded by Major Smith, to fall upon a Scottish 
quarter in the bifhopric of Durham, who defeated two 
or three of their troops, and took all their officers 
prifoners, and made it manifeil enough that the king- 
dom' might be rid of the reft, if it were vigoroufly 
purfuedi which the Earl of Strafford heartily in- 
tended. But Lefly, the Scottiih General, complained 
^^ that he himfelf had forborne to make any fuch at- 
*^ tempt out of refpeft to the treaty ;" and the £ng- 
lilh Commiflioners thought themfelves neglefted and 
affronted by it. And when it was found that the 
officer who conduced that enterprize was a Roman- 
Catholic, it made more noife ; and they prevailed with 
the King to reftrain his General from giving out any 
more fuch orders. 

The King begun fo far to diflike the temper of the 
Commiffioners, that he thought the Parliament would 
be more jealous of his honour, and more fenfible of 
the indignities he fuffered by the Scots, than the 
Commiffioners appeared to be ; and therefore he fent 
them back to Rippon again to renew the treaty, and 

to 
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to conclude a ceiTation of arms upon as good terms as 
they could; fo that the Scots army might not ad- 
vance into Yorklhire, nor enlarge their quarters any 
way beyond what they were already poflefled of : and 
this conceffion being agreed to, they fhould not enter 
upon any other particulars, but adjourn the treaty to 
London ; which was the only thing the Scots defired^ 
and without this they could never have brought their 
defigns to pafs. When the other Lords returned to 
Rippon, the Earl of Pembroke (as a man of a great 
fortune, and at that time very popular) was fent with 
two or three other Lords to London, with a letter 
from the King, and a fubfcription from the Lords 
Commiilioners of the treaty (which was then more 
powerful) to borrow two hundred thoufand pounds 
from the city, for the payment of both armies whilft 
the ceflation and treaty fhould continue ; ^^ which 
they hoped would quickly be at an end, and the 
Scots return into their own country." The city was 
eafily perfuaded to fiirnifh the money, to be repaid 
out of the firft that fhould be raifed by the Parlia- 
ment ; which was very fhortly to meet. 

The Commiilioners at Rippon quickly agreed uponAceflktioa 
the ceffation ; and were not unwilling to have allowed*^'*^ ^^ 
fifty thoufand pounds a month for the fupport of the 
Scots army, when they did affign but thirty thoufand 
pounds a month for the payment of the King's ; and 
to have taken the Scottifh Commiilioners words for 
their muilers, which made their numbers fo much 
fuperior to the other : but that fum of fifty thoufand 
pounds a month was afterwards reduced to about five 
and twenty thoufand j and the whole amounting to 
above fifty thoufand pounds a month, was a fum too 
great for the kingdom to pay long, as was then gene- 
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rally believed. It was pretended that two months 
would put an end to the treaty ; fo that the two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, which the city had fupplied, 
would difcharge all the difbanding : and in this hope 
The trcity the King confirmed the ceflation, and fent a fafe con- 
to London, du<ft for fuch Commiffioners as the Scots ihould 
Kill^re-*^^ think fit to fend to London for the carrying on the 
*"°^ treaty. 

All which being done, the King and the Lords left 
York, that they might be at London before the be-. 
ginning of the Parliament ; the Earl of Strafford ftay- 
ing ftill in the north to put the army into as good a 
pofture as he could, and to fupprefs the mutinous fpirit 
it was inclined to ; and, if it were poffible, to difpofe 
that great county (of which he had the entire com- 
mand) to a better temper towards the King's fervicc, 
and to a greater indignation towards the Scots; of whom 
they did not ufe to have too charitable an opinion. 
But in both thefe applications he underwent great 
mortifications ; the officers of the army every day 
afking his leave to repair to London, being chofen to 
ferve in Parliament ; and when he denied to give them 
paffes, they went away without them : and the Gen- 
tlemen of the country who had moft depended upon 
him, and been obliged by him, withdrawing their ap- 
plication and attendance, and entering into combina- 
tion with his greateft enemies againft him. 

It is not to be denied, the King was in very great 
ftraits, and had it not in his power abfolutely to 
choofe which way he would go ; and well forefaw, 
that a Parliament in that conjuncture of affairs would 
not apply natural and proper remedies to the difeafe ; 
for though it was not imaginable it would run the 
courfes it afterwards did, yet it was vifible enough he 

muft 
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Inuft rcfign very much to their afFecftions and appe- 
tite, (which were not like to be contained within any 
modeft bounds), and therefore no queftion his Majef- 
ty did not think of calling a Parliament at firft, but 
was wrought to it by degrees : yet the great Council 
could not but produce the other ; where the imlkil- 
fulnefs and paffion of fome for want of difcerning 
confequences, and a general fharpnefs and animofity 
agsunft perfons, did more mifchief than the power or 
malice of thofe who had formed a delign of confu- 
ficMi ; for without doubt that fire at that time (which 
did Ihortly after burn the whole kingdom) might 
have been covered under a bufhel. So as in truth 
there was no counfel fo neceffary then, as for the King 
to have continued in his army, and to have drawn 
none thither but fuch as were more afraid of diiho- 
nour than danger; and to have trufted the juftice and 
power of the law with fupprefling of tumults, and 
quieting diforders in his rear. 

It is ftrange, and had fomewhat of a judgment from 
heaven in it, that all the induftry and learning of the 
late years had been beftowed in finding out and evinc- 
ing, that in cafe of neceffity any extraordinary way 
for fupply was lawful ; and upon that ground had 
proceeded when there was no neceflStyj and now^ 
when the neceffity was apparent, money muft be le- 
vied in the ordinary courfe of Parliament, which was 
then more extraordinary than the other had been ; as 
York muft be defended from an enemy within twen- 
ty-five miles of it, by money to be given at London 
fix weeks after, and to be gathered within fix months. 
It had been only the feafon and evidence of neceffity 
that had been queftioned; and the view of it in a per- 
fpcdlive of ftate at a diftance that no eyes could 

rcach^ 
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reach^ denied to be ground enough for an impolition : 
as no man could pull down his neighbour's houfe be« 
caufe it Aood next furze, or thatch, or fome combuf- 
tible matter which might take fire ; though he might 
do it when that combuftible matter was really a-fire. 
But it was never denied thsx flagrante belloy when an 
enemy had aAually invaded the kingdom, and fo the 
neceflity both feen and felt, all men's goods are the 
goods of the public, to be applied to the public fafe« 
ty, and as carefully to be repaired by the public 
Hock. And it is very probable, (fince the £iAions 
within, and the correfpondence abroad was fo appa- 
rent, that a Parliament then called would do the bu- 
linefs of the Scots, and of thofe who invited them hi- 
ther), that if the King had pofitively declared, that he 
vrould have no Parliament as long as that army flayed 
in England, but as foon as they were retired into their 
own country he would fummon one, and refer all mat- 
ters to their advice, and even be advifed by them in 
the compofing the diftraftions of Scotland : I fay, it 
is probable, that they would either willingly have left 
the kingdom, or fpeedily have been compelled ; there 
being at that time an army in Ireland (as was faid be-« 
fore) ready to have vifited Scotland. 

Neither would the indifpofition of the King's army 
(which was begot only by thofe infufions, that there 
muft of neceflity be a Parliament, which would pre- 
vent farther fighting) have lafted, when they found 
thofe authors confuted ; for the army was conftituted 
of good officers, which were more capable of being 
deceived by their friends, than impofed upon by their 
enemies ; and they had their foldiers in good devo- 
tion, and the bufinefs of Newburn would rather have 
fpurred them on than reftrained them. And it had 

beea 
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been much the bcft courfe that could have been 
taken^ if, after the fright at Newburn, the King, as 
well as the Earl of Strafford, had made hafte to Dur- 
ham, and kept that poft, without ftaying at York; 
and after fome exemplary juftice and dil'grace upon 
the chief officers who were faulty, till the army had 
recovered their fpirits, (which in a very Ihort time it 
did with Ihameand indignation enough), had marched 
direAly againft the Scots; by which they would have 
fpeedily difpoflefled them of their new conqueft, and 
forced them to have run diftrafted into their own 
country ; as may be reafonably concluded from their 
behaviour whenever they were aflaulted afterwards by 
the Englifli. 

And it is as ftrange, that the experience of the laft 
fummer, when the attendance of fo great a number of 
the Nobility (who had no mind to the war, and as lit- 
tle devotion to the Court) was the true ground and 
caufe of that ridiculous pacification, did not prevail 
with the King never to convene the fame company to 
him again ; which could do him very little good, if 
they had defired it ; and could not but do him more 
harm than even the worft of them at that time in- 
tended to do : for it might very eafily have been 
forefeen, that the calling fo many difcontented, or 
difobliged, or difafFeAed men together, with a liberty 
to confult and advife, very few whereof had that in- 
clination and reverence for the perfon of the King 
they ought to have had, though fcarce any of them 
had at that time that mifchief in their hearts which 
they afterwards difcovered againft him, or indeed had 
the leaft purpofe to rebel : I fay, the calling fuch men 
together could not but make men much worfe than 
they came, and put worfe thoughts into their heads 

than 
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than they brought with them, when the mifcarriage 
as well as the misfortune of the Court would be the 
common argument- and difcourfe ; and when they 
would quickly difcern, that it was like to be in every 
one of their powers to contribute to the defl^rudlioni 
at kail to the difgrace^ of men they had no kindnels 
for, and moil of them great animoiity againil. . 

But the King was without the prefence and attend- 
Unce of any man in whofe judgment and wifdom he 
had a full confidence ; for the Earl of Strafford was 
at the army ; and they who firil propofed the calling 
the Peers knew well enough that the King knew Par- 
liaments too well to be inclined to call one, if they 
fhould propofe it ; and therefore they propofed an- 
other expedient, which he knew not ; and fo was fur- 
prifed with the advice, (which he thought could do 
no harm,) and gave diredlion for the iiTuing out of 
the writs, before he enough confidered whether it 
might not in truth produce fonie mifchief he had not 
well tliought of ; as he quickly found. Nor did the 
Scots themfelves refolve to give him more difquiet in 
the enfuing Parliament, than the major part of his 
great Council, that he brought together, refolved to 
concur with them in : and with that dlfpofition, which 
they could never have contracted if they had re- 
mained by themfelved, they all hailened to the place 
where they might do the mifchief they intended. 

The next error to this was, that at the meeting of 
tht great Council at York, and before any confent to 
the treaty at Rippon, there was not a i^-ate made, and 
information given of the whole proceedings in Scot- 
land, and thereupon fome debate and judgment by 
the whole Council before the iixteen departed, for 
their information and inftruAion : and this had been 

ilrangely 
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ftrangely omitted before at the pacification, infomuch 
as many who had been employed in that firft at the 
Berkes, and in the laft at Rippon, confefled that none 
of them (and they were of the prime quality) then 
did, or ever after, know any thing of the laws and 
cuftoms of that kingdom (by which they might have 
judged whether the King had exceeded his juft power, 
or any thing of the matter of fail in the feveral tranf- 
adtions) but what they had received at thofe meetings 
from' the perfons who were naturally to make their 
own defence, and fo by accufing others to make their 
own cafe the more plaufible ; in which it could not be 
expelled they would mention any thing to their own. 
dilad vantage. 

By them they were told ^^ of a Liturgy impofed 
^^ upon them by their Bifhops, contrary to or with- 
** out aft of Parliament, with ftrange circumftances 
of feverity and rigour : of fome claufes in that Li- 
turgy, different from that of the Church of £ng« 
" land ;" with pretty fmart comments of advice, and 
animadverfions upon thofe alterations : ^^ of a Book 
■** of Canons, in which an extraordinary and extrava- 
•* gant power was aflerted to the Biihops : of a High 
*' Commiffion Court, which exceeded all limits, and 
cenfured all degrees of men : of the infolent fpeeches 
of this Biftiop to that Nobleman, and of the ill life 
of another : of their own great humility and duty 
** to their facred Sovereign, without whofe favour and 
*^ protedlion they would not live :" and, laftly, " of 
*^ their feveral moft fubmifs addrefles, by petition and 
•* all other ways, to his Majefty ; being defirous, when 
•^ their grievances were but heard, to lay themfelves 
** and their complaints at his royal feet, and to be 
^' moft entirely difpofed by him in fuch manner, as 
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'' to his wifdoih alone fliould be thought fit : but 
** that, by the power and interpofition of their adver- 
^^ faries, all their fupplications had been rejeftcd, add 
^^ they never yet admitted to be heard.'* 

With thefe and the like artifices the good Lords 
tvere fo wrought upon and tfanfported, tliat they ca- 
fily confented to whatfoever was propofed ; nor was 
there any propofition made and in(ifled on by thciu 
at the firft or fecond treaty, which was not for the 
matter fiilly confented to : whereas, if their Lordfhips 
had been fiiUy advertifed of the whole truth, (though 
there had been fome inadvertencies and incogitancy 
in the circumftances of the tranfadlion), his Majcfty 
had full power, by the laws of Scotland then in force, 
to make that reformation he intended. All their pe- 
titions and addrefifes had found moft gracious accept- 
ance, and received moft gracious anfwers. But, on 
the contrary, they had invaded all the rights of the 
Crown, altered the government, affronted the magi- 
ftrates and minifters of juftice, and his Majefty*s own 
regal authority, with unheard-of infolences and con- 
tempts ; rejefted all his offers of grace and pardon, 
and, without caufe or provocation, denounced war 
againft him ; befieged and taken the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, and other places which held for his Majefty. 
I fay, if this had been made as evident to them as 
furely it might have been made, it is not poffible but 
thofe noble perfons would have preferved themfelves 
from being deluded by them ; at leaft many of the 
inconveniences which after enfued would have been 
prevented, if the form and method of their proceed- 
ings had been prefcribed, or better looked into. 

But it muft be confefled, that in that conjunfture 
fuch necelTary evidence and information could very 

hardly 
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bardly be given : for though it muft not be doubted 
that there were many particular perfons of honour of 
that nation who abhorred the outrages which were 
committed, and retained within their own breafts very- 
loyal wifhes for his Majefly's profperity ; yet it can- 
not be denied that thofe perfons, who by the places 
they held (of King's Advocate, and other offices) 
ought to have made that information of matter of lav/, 
and matter of faft, were themfelves the moft adlive 
promoters of the rebellion ; and the defection was fo 
general, and fo few declared, or were a6live on his 
Majefty's behalf, that they who were not corrupted in 
their inward fidelity were fo terrified, that they durft 
not appear in any office that might provoke thofe who 
folely had the power and the will to defl:roy them. 

The laft and moft confounding error was the re- 
moving the treaty to London, and upon any terms 
confenting that the Scottifh Commiflioners Ihould 
refide there before a peace concluded. By which 
means, they had not only opportunity to publifli all 
their counfels and dire<5lions in their fermons to the 
people^ (who reforted thither in incredible numbers), 
and to give their advice, from time to time, to thofe 
of the Englifli who knew not fo well yet to compafs 
their own ends, but were ready (when any bufinefs 
was too big and unwieldy to be managed by the few 
who were yet throughly engaged) to interpofe in 
the name of their nation, and, with reference to 
things or perfons, to make fuch demands from and 
on the behalf of the kingdom of Scotland, as under 
no othef ftyle would have received any countenance : 
and this brought that univerfal terror with it (as will 
appear to the life in the procefs of this hiftory) 
upon thofe of neareft relation to the King's fervice, 

VOL. I. s as 
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as well a$ thofe at a greater diftance, who clearly 
difcerned and detefted the villainy and wickednefs of 
thofe tranra<5lions, that their warinefs and wifdom 
could not be great enough to preferve them, if they did 
not ftupidly look on without feeming to underftand 
what they could in no degree control or prevent. 

In all confpiracies there muft be great fccrecy, 
confent, and union ; yet it can hardly be conceived, 
with what entire confidence in each other the nu- 
merous and not very rich Nobility of Scotland (for of 
the common people, who are naturally very depen- 
dent on the other, there can be no wonder) concurred 
in the carrying on this rebellion : their Arrange con- 
defcenfion and fubmiflion to their ignorant and info- 
lent Clergy, who were to have great autlK>rity, be- 
eaufe they were to inflame all forts of men upon the 
obligations of confcience ; and in order thereunto, 
and to revenge a little indifcretion and ill manners 
of fome of the Bifhops, had liberty to ere6l a tribu- 
nal the moft tyrannical over all forts of men, and in 
all the families of the kingdom : fo that the preacher 
reprehended the hufband, governed the wife, chat 
tifed the children, and infulted over the fervants, in 
the houfes of the greatefl men. They referred the 
management and conduct of the whole afiair to a 
committee of a few, who had never before exercifed 
any office or authority in the public, with that per- 
feft relignation and obedience, that nobody pre* 
fumed to enquire what was to be done, or to mur- 
mur at or cenfure any thing that was done ; and the 
General himfelf, and the martial affairs, were fubjetft 
to this regimen and difcipline as well as the civil : 
yet they who were intrufited with this fuperiority, paid 
all the outward refpe^ and reverence to the perfon of 

the 
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the General, as if all the power and difpofal had been 
in him alone. 

The few Englilh (for there were yet but very few 
who were entrufted from the beginning of the enter- 
prife, and with all that was then projected) were men 
of referved and dark natures, of great induftry and 
addrefs, and of much reputation for probity and inte- 
grity of life, and who trufted none but thofe who 
were contented to be trufted to that degree as they 
were willing to truft them, without being inquiiitive 
into more than they were ready to communicate, and 
for the reft depended upon their difcretion and judg- 
ment ; and fo prepared and difpofed, by fecond and 
third hands, many to concur and contribute to feve- 
jral preparatory actions, who would never have con- 
fented to the conclufions which naturally refulted 
from thofe premifes. 

This united ftrength, and humble and adlive tem-. 
per, was not encountered by an equal providence and 
circumfpeAion in the King*s councils, or an equal 
temper and dutiful difpofttion in the Court ; nor did 
they, who refolved honeftly and ftoutly to difcharge 
the offices of good fervants and good fubjecfts to the 
utmoft oppoiition of all unlawful attempts, communi- 
cate their purpofes to men of the fame integrity^ that 
fo they might unite their counfels as well in the man- 
ner and way, as their refolutions in the end. But 
every one thought it enough to prcferve his own in- 
liocence, and to leave the reft to thofe who Ihould 
have authority to diredt. The King was perplexed 
and irrefolute, and, according to his natural conftitu- 
tion, (which never difpofed him to jealoufy of any 
man of whom he had once thought well), was full of 
hope, that his condition was not fo bad as it feemed 
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to be. The Queen wifbed much better to the Earl 
of Holland, than to the Archbilhop, or the Earl of 
Strafford, neither of them being in any degree ac- 
ceptable to her ; fo that fhe was little concerned for 
the danger that threatened them : but when ihe faw 
the King's honour and dignity invaded in the profe- 
cution, fhe withdrew her favour from the Earl of Hol- 
land : but then fhe was perfuaded, by thofe who had 
mofl credit with her, to believe, that, by the removal 
of the great miniilers, her power and authority would 
be increafed, and that the prevailing party would be 
willing to depend upon her; and that, by gratifying 
the principal perfons of them with fuch preferments 
as they affeAed, fhe would quickly reconcile all ill 
humours ; and fo fhe hearkened to any overtures of 
that kind ; which were always carried on without the 
confent or privity of thofe who were concerned, who 
in truth more difliked her abfolute power with the 
King, than any other excefs of the Court, and looked 
upon it as the greatefl grievance. Every man there 
confidered only what application would be mofl like 
to raife his own fortune, or to do thofe harm with 
whom he was angry, and gave himfelf wholly up to 
thofe artifices which might promote either. To pre- 
ferve tliemfelves from the difpleafure and cenfure of 
the Parliament, and to render themfelves gracious to 
thofe who were like to be powerful in it, was all 
men's bufinefs and folicitude. And in this very un- 
equal and difproportioned condition and temper, wai 
the King's and the Scottifh army, the Court and the 
Country, when the Parliament met, 
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DEUT.xii. 30* 

Tale heed to ihyfelfy that tbou be notfnared hy following tbemj 
and ibat tbou enquire not after tbeir gods, faying, How 
did tbefe nations ferve tbeir god$ ? even fo will J do like" 
wife. 

JUDG. li. 3. 

But tbey fball be as tboms in your fides, and tbeir gods 
fball be afnare unto you. 

JL HE Parliament met upon the third of November, The psu-iia^ 
1640, with a fuller appearance than could be reafona- November 
bly expefted, from the fliort time for eleftions after '5^^*"*' 
the ifluing out the writs; infomuch as at the firft 
not many members were abfent. It had a fad and 
a melancholic afpecft upon the firft entrance, which 
prefaged fome unufual and unnatural events. The 
King himfelf did not ride with his accuftomed equi* 
page nor in his ufual majefty to Weftminfter, but 
went privately in his barge to the Parliament Stairs, 
and after to the Church, as if it had been to a return 

83 of 
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of a prorogued or adjourned Parliament. And there 
was likewife an untoward, and in truth an unheard of 
accident, which broke many of the King*s meafures^ 
and infinitely difordered his fervice beyond a capacity 
of reparation. From the time the calling a Parlia- 
ment was refolved upon, the King defigned Sir Tho- 
mas Gardiner, who was Recorder of London, to be 
Speaker in the Houfe of Commons ; a nun of gravity 
and quicknefs, that had fomewhat of authority and 
gracefulnefs in his perfon and prefence, and in all 
refpedls equal to the fervice. There was little doubt 
but that he would be chofen to ferve in one of the four 
places for the city of London, which had very rarely 
rejefted their Recorder upon that occafion ; and left 
that Ihould fail, diligence was ufed in one or two 
other places that he might be clefted. The oppofi* 
^ f!on was fo great, and the fadlion fo ftrong, tc^ hinder 
his being elected in the city, that four others were 
chofen for that fervice, without hardly mentioning his 
name : nor was there lefs induftry ufed to prevent bis 
being chofen in other places ; clerks were corrupted 
not to make out the writ for one place, and ways were 
found out to binder the writ from being executed in 
another, time enough for the return before the meet- 
ing : fo great a fear there was, that a man of entire af- 
feftions to the King, and of prudence enough to ma* 
nage thofe afie6tions, and to regulate the contrary, 
Ihould be put into the chair. So that the very morn- 
ing the Parliament was to meet, and when the King 
intended to go thither, he was informed, that Sir 
Thomas Gardiner was not returned to ferve as a 
member in the Houfe of Commons, and fo was not 
capable of being chofen to be Speaker ; fo that his 
Majefty deferred his going to the Houfe till the 

afternoon, 
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afternoon, by which time he was to think of another 
Speaker. 

Upon the penifal of all the returns into the Crown 
Office, there were not found many lawyers of eminent 
name, (though many of them proved verj'^ eminent men 
afterwards), or who had ferved long in former Parlia- 
ments, the experience whereof was to be wilhed ; and 
men of that profeffion had been moft commonly 
thought the moft proper for that fervice, and the put- 
ting it out of that channel at that time was thought 
too hazardous ; fo that, after all the deliberation the 
ihortnefs of that time would admit, Mr. Lenthall, a 
Bencher of Lincoln's Inn, (a lawyer of competent prac- 
tice, and no ill reputation for his afFedlion to the Go^ 
Tcrnment both of Church and State), was pitched 
upon by the King, and with very great difficulty 
f&ther prevailed with than perfuaded to accept the 
charge. And no doubt a worfe could not have been 
deputed of all that profeffion who were then return- 
ed ; for he was a man of a very narrow, timorous na- 
ture, and of no experience or converfation in the d.f- 
feifs of the kingdom, beyond what the very drudgery 
lA his profeffion (in which all his defign was to mak6 
himfelf rich) engaged him in. In a word, he was ill 
all refpedls very unequal to the work ; and not know* 
ing how to preferve his own dignity, or to reftrairi 
the licence and exorbitance of others, his weaknefs 
contributed as much to the growing mifchiefs^ as th6 
malice of the principal contrivers. However, after 
the King had that afternoon recommended the dif- 
tra^ed condition of the kingdom (with too little ma* 
jefty) to the wifdom of the two Houfes of Parliament, 
to have fuch reformation and remedies applied as they 
ihould think fit, propofing to them, as the beft rule 

s 4 for 



a64 THE HISTORY Book HI. 

for their counfels^ " that all things ihould be reduced 
^^ to the praftice of the time of Queen Elizabeth ;" 
the Houfe of Commons no fooner returned to their 
Mr. Lent. Houfe, than they chofe Mr. Lenthall to be their 
Speaker. Speaker ; and two days after, with the ufual cere- 
monies and circumftances^ prefented him to the King, 
who declared his acceptation ; and fo both Houics 
were ready for the work. 

There was obferved a marvellous elated counte- 
nance in many of the .members of Parliament before 
they met together in the Houfe ; the fame men who 
fix months before were obferved to be of very mode- 
rate tempers^ and to wifh that gentle remedies might 
be applied, without opening the wound too wide, and 
expofing it to the air, and rather to cure what wis 
amifs than too f]tri6lly to make inquifition iiuo the 
caufes and original of the malady, talked now in 
another dialed both of things and perfons ; and 
iaid, " that they muft now be of another temper 
than they were the laft Parliament; that they muft 
not only fweep the Houfe clean below, but muft 
^' pull down all the cobwebs which hung in the 
'^ top and corners, that they might not breed duft, 
^^ and fo make a foul Houfe hereafter ; that they 
" had now an opportunity to make their country 
^* happy, by removing all grievances, and pulling up 
^^ the caufes of them by the roots, if all men would 
^^ do their duties ;" and ufed much other Iharp dif- 
courfe to the fame purpofe ; by which it was dif- 
cerned, that the warmeft and boldeft counfels and 
overtures would find a much better reception than 
thofe of a more temperate allay ; which fell out ac- 
cordingly : and the very firfl: day they met toge- 
ther, in which they could enter upon bufinefs, Mr. 

Pym, 
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Vm, in alone, formed difcourfe, lamented the mi-Wr.Pym 

. . . begins the 

arable ftate and condition of the kingdom, aggra- debate of 
ated all the particulars which had been done amifs^'**^*"^*^ 
1 the Government, as *^ done and contrived malici- 
Gufly, and upon deliberation, to change the whole 
frame, and to deprive the nation of all the liberty and 
property which was their birthright by the laws of 
the land, which were now no more confidered, but 
fubjeAed to the arbitrary power of the Privy-Coun- 
cil, which governed the kingdom according to their 
will and pleafure ; thefe calamities falling upon us 
in the reign of a pious and virtuous King, who 
loved his people, and was a great lover of juftice/* 
Lnd thereupon enlarging in fome fpecious commen- 
ation of the nature and goodnefs of the King, that 
e might wound him with lefs fufpicion, he faid, 
' We muft enquire from what fountain thefe waters 
' of bitternefs flowed ; what perfons they were who 

* had fo far inflnuated themfelves into his royal af- 

* fec^ions, as to be able to pervert his excellent 
^judgment, to abufe his name, and wickedly ap- 
' ply his authority to countenance and fupport thei 

' own corrupt defigns. Though he doubted there 
^ would be many found of this claflis, who had con- 
^ tributed their joint endeavours to bring this mifery 
^ upon the nation ; yet he believed there was one 
' more fignal in that adminiftration than the reft, be- 
^ ing a man of great parts and contrivance, and of 
^ great induftry to bring what he defigned to pafs ; 
^ a man, who in the memory of many prefent had 
^ fate in that Houfe an earneft vindicator of the laws^ 
^ and a moft zealous aflertor and champion for the 
^ liberties of the people j but that it was long fince 
^ he turned apoftate from thofe good affedlions, and, 

^* according 
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according to the cufl-om and nature of apoftates, wis 
become the greateft enemy to the liberties of his 
country, and the greateft promoter of tyranny that 
•* any age liad produced." And then he named ** the 
'^ Earl of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and 
** Lord Prclident of the Council eftablilhed in York, 
" for the northern parts of the kingdom : who, he 
*^ faid, had in both places, and in all other provinces 
" wherein his fervice liad been ufcd by the King, 
^< raifed ample monuments of his tyrannical nature ; 
and that he believed, if they took a fliort furvey of 
his actions and behaviour, they would find him 
the principal author and promoter of all thofe couiw 
' fels which had expofed the kingdom to fo much 
ruin:" and fo inftanced in fome high and imperious 
adlions done by him in England and in Ireland, feme 
proud and over-confident expreflions in difcourfe, 
and fome paflionate advices he had given in the moft 
fecrct councils and debates of the affairs of State; ad-« 
ding fome lighter paffages of his vanity and amours; 
that they who were not inflamed with anger and de-^ 
tcflation againfl him for the former, might have left 
efteem and reverence for his prudence and difcretion : 
and fo concluded, ** That they would well confider 
^* how to provide a remedy proportionable to the dif- 
*^ eafe, and to prevent the farther mifchiefs they were 
to expert from the continuance of this great man*^ 
power and credit with the King, and his influence 
upon his counfels." 
From the time that the Earl of Strafford waS 
named, moft men believed that there would be fome 
committee appointed to receive information of all hiJ 
mifcarriages, and that, upon report thereof, they 
would farther confider what courfe to take in the ex- 
amination 
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munation and profecuti«*n thereof: but they had al< 
^eady prepared and digeftcd their bufincfc to a riper 
period. 

Mr. Pym had no fooner finiflied his difcourfe, than 
Sir John Clotworthy (a gentleman of Ireland, and utter- 
y unknown in England, who was, by the contrivance 
md recommendation of fome powerful perfons, returned 
[O fcirve for a borough in Devonlhire, that fo he might 
be enabled to aft this part againft the Lord Lieutenant) 
(nade a long and confufed relation " of his tyranni- 
•* cal carriage in that kingdom ; of the army he had 
f^ raifed there to invade Scotland ; how he had threat- 
^^ encd the Parliament, if they granted not fuch fup- 
'^ plies as he required ; of an oath he had framed to 
'^ be adminiftered to all the Scottifh nation which in- 
*' habited that kingdom, and his fevere proceedings 
" agsunft fome perfons of quality who refufed to take 
^' that oath ; and that he had with great pride and 
** pailion publicly declared at his leaving that kingdom, 
*'If ever he fhould return to that fword, he would 
•• not leave a Scottilh-man to inhabit in Ireland :" with 
a multitude of very exalted expreffions, and fome 
Tdry high adlions in his adminiftration of that go- 
Temment, in which the lives as well as the fortunes 
of men had been difpofed of out of the common 
road of juftice : all which made him to be looked 
upon as a man very terrjble, and under whofe autho- 
rity men would not choofe to put themfelves. 

Several other perfons appearing ready to continue 
the difcourfe, and the morning being fpent, fo that, 
according to the obfervation of Parliament hours, the 
lime of rifing was come, an order was fuddenly made, 
'^ that the door lliould be fhut, and nobody fufFered 
.*^ to go out of the Houfe ;" which had rarely been 

pradtiicdi 
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praftifed ; care having been firft taken to give fuch 
advertifement to fomc of the Lords, that that Houfc 
might likewife be kept from riling; which would 
otherwife very much have broken their meafures. 

Then Sir John Hotham, and fome other Yorkfliire 
men, who had received fome difobligation from the 
Earl in the county, continued the inveiftive, mcO' 
tioning many particulars of his imperious carriagCi 
and that he had, in the face of the country, upon die 
execution of fome illegal commiffion, declared, ^* that 
" they fhould find the little finger of the King's pit- 
" rogative heavier upon them than the loins of the 
** law ;" which exprefl[ion, though upon after-exami- 
nation it was foimd to have a quite contrary fenfe, 
marvelloufly increafed the paffion and prejudice to- 
wards him. 

In conclufion, after many hours of bitter inveigh- 
ing, and ripping up the courfe of his life before his 
coming to Court, and his actions after, it was moved, 
according to the fecret refolution taken before, '< that 
" he might be forthwith impeached of high treafon;** 
which was no fooner mentiohed, than it found an 
univerfal approbation and confent from the whole 
Houfe : nor was there, in all the debate, one perfon 
who offered to ftop the torrent by any favourable 
teftimony concerning the Earl's carriage, favc only 
that the Lord Falkland, (who, was very well known to 
be far from having any kindnefs for him), when the 
propofition was made for the prefent accufing him of 
high treafon, modeftly defired the Houfe to confider, 
** Whether it would not fuit better with the gravity 
•^ of their proceedings, firft to digeft many of thofe 
*^ particulars, which had been mentioned, by a com- 
** mittee, before they fent up to accufe him ? declaring 

'' himfelf 
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* himfelf to be abundantly fatisfied that there was 

* enough to charge him :" which was verj^ ingenli- 
lufly and frankly anfwered by Mr. Pym, " That fuch 

a delay might probably blaft all their hopes, and 
put it out of their power to proceed farther than 
they had done already ; that the Earl's power and 
credit with the King, and with all thofe who had 
moil credit with King or Queen, was fo great, that 
when he fhould come to know that fo much of his 
wickednefs was difcovered, his own conscience 
would tell him .what he was to expeft ; and there- 
fore he would undoubtedly procure the Parliament 
to be diflblved, rather than undergo the juftice of 
it, or take fome other defperate courfc to prcferve 
himfelf, though with the hazard of the kingdom's 
ruin : whereas, if they prefently fent up to impeach 
him of high treafon before the Houfe of Peers, in 
the name and on the behalf of all the Commons of 
England, who were reprefented by them, the Lords 
would be obliged in juftice to cooimit him into fafe . 
-cuftody, and fo fequefter him from reforting to 
Council, or having accefs to his Majefty : and then 
they fhould proceed againft him in the ufual form 
with all neceflary expedition." 
To thofe who were known to have no kindncfs for 
dm, and feemed to doubt whether all the particulars 
Ueged^ being proved, would amount to high treafon, 
t was alleged, *^ That the Houfe of Commons were 
^ not judges, but only accufers, and that the Lords 
^were the proper judges whether fuch a complica- 
' tion of enormous crimes in one perfon did not 
^ amount to the higheft offence the law took notice 
^ of, and therefore that it was fit to prefent it to 
^ them/* Thefe reafons of the hafte they made, fo 

' clearly 
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clearly delivered, gave that univerfal fatisfaftion, thatj J 

without farther confidering the injuftice and unrci-^ 

fonablenefs of it, they voted unanimoufly (for ought j 

appeared to the contrary by any avowed contradic- f 

the Com- tioti) " That they would forthwith fend up to the 

^chAc " J^^ds, and accufc the Earl of Strafford of high 

?'^l?^^ , ** treafon, and feveral other crimes and mifdcmean- 

Strafibrd of ' 

high trea- «^ ours, and dcfire that he might be prefendy fe- ] 
'* queftcred from the Council, and committed to fiife 
•^ cuftody ;" and Mr. Pym was made choice of for 
the mefTenger to perform that office. This being de- 
termined, the doors were opened, and mofl of die 
Houfe accompanied him on the errand. 

It was about three of the clock in the aftemcxm, 
when the Earl of Strafford (being infirm, amd not | 
well difpofed in his health, and fo not having ftintd ! 
out of his houfe that morning) hearing that both 
Houfes ftill fat^, thought fit to go thithen It was 
believed by fome (upori what ground was never deaf 
* enough) that he made that hafire then to accufe the 
Lord Say^ and fome others, of having induced the 
Scots to invade the kingd(»n : but he was fcacce en-- 
tered into the Houfe of Peers, when the mcffagc 
from the Houfe of Commons was called in, and wbert 
Mr. Pym at the bar, and in the name of all the Com- 
mons of England, impeached Thomas Earl of Straf- 
ford (with the addition of all his other titles) of higb 
treafon, and feveral other heinous crimes and mifde-* 
meanours, of which he faid the Commons would 
in due time make proof in form ; and in the mean 
time defired in their name, that he miglit be fc- 
queftered from all councils, and be put into, fafc 
cuftody; and fo withdrawing, the Earl was, with 
more clamour than was fuitable to the gravity of that 

fupreme 
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af ipeme Court, called upon to withdraw, hardly ob- 
uioing leave to be firft heard in his place, which 
could not be denied him. 
He then lamented ^^ his great misfortune to lie 

* under fo' heavy a charge ; profeffed his innocence 

* and integrity, which he made no doubt he fliould 
^'make appear to them; defired that Ije might have 

* his liberty, until fome guilt Ihould be proved ; and 
''defired them to confider, what mifchief they Ihould 
•bring upon themfelves, if upon fuch a general 
^ charge, without the mention of any one crime, a 
*^Pcer of the realm Ihould be conamitted to prifon, 
" and fo deprived of his place in that Houfe, where 
^ he was fummoned by the King's writ to aflift in 
*^ their counfels ; and of what condequence fuch a 

* precedent might be to their own privilege and birth* 
fright:" and then withdrew. The Peers with very xhcEari it 
litde debate refolved " he fliould be committed tof°"?"*"'^^ 

to tne 

**tbc cuftody of the Gentleman Uftier of the Black- BUck-rod. 
^ rod, there to remain until the Houfe of Commons 
^ ihould bring in a particular chaige againfl him :^^ 
which determination of the Houfe was pronounced 
to him at the bar upon his knees, by the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal, upon the wool-fack : and fo being 
taken away by Maxwell, Gentleman Uflier, Mr* Pym 
lias called in, and informed what the Houfe had done ; 
after which (it being then about four of the clock) 
both Houfcs adjourned till the next day. 

When this work was fo profperoufly over,, they be- 
gun to confider, that notwithflanding all the induftry 
that had been ufed to procure fuch members to be 
chofen, or returned though not chofen, who had been 
mofl refraftory to the Government of the Church 
and State; yet that the Houfe was fo conflituted, 

that 
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that when the firft heat (which almoft all men brought 
with them) fhould be a little allayed, violent counfels 
would not be long hearkened to : and therefore, as 
they took great care by the committee of eledlioils to 
remove as many of thofe members as they fufpeded 
not to be inclinable to their paflions, upon pretence 
*^ that they wqre not regularly chofcn," that fo they 
might bring in others more pliable in their places ; io 
which no rule of juftice was fo much as pfetended to 
be obferved by them ; infomuch as it was often (aid 
by leading men amOngft them, " That they ought in 
** thofe cafes of eleftions to be guided by the fitneis 
** and worthinefs of the perfon, whatfoever the defirc 
** of thofe was, in whom the right of ele<5lion rc- 
*^ mained ;** and therefore one man hath been ad- 
mitted upon the fame rule by which another hath 
been rejefted : fo they declared, ^^ That no perfon, 
*^ how lawfully and regularly foever chofen and rc- 
'^ turned, Ihould be and lit as a member with them, 
** who bad been a party or favourer of any projeft, or 
" who had been employed in any illegal commiilion.** 
By this means (contrary to the cuftoms and rights 
of Parliament) many Gentlemen of good quality were 
removed, in whofe places commonly others were cho- 
fen of more agreeable difpoiitions : but in this like- 
wife there was no rule obferved ; for no perfon was 
hereby removed, of whom there was any hope that he 
might be applied to the violent courfes which were 
intended. Upon which occafion the King charged 
them in one of his declarations, " that when, under 
** that notion of projeAors, they expelled many, they 
" yet never queftioned Sir Henry Mildmay, or Mr. 
" Laurence Whitaker ;" who had been moft fcandal- 
oufly engaged in thofe preffures, though lince more 

fcan- 
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fcandaloufly in all enterprifes againft his Majefty j to 
which never any anfwer or reply was made. 

The next art was to make the fe verity and rigour 
of the Houfe as formidable as was poflible, and to 
make as many men apprehend themfelves obnoxious 
to the Houfe, as had been in any trull or employ- 
ment in the kingdom. Thus they pafTed many gene- 
ral votes concerning Ship-money, in which all who 
had been High Sheriffs, and fo colle£ted it, were high- 
ly concerned. The like fharp conclufions were made 
upon all Lords Lieutenants and their deputies, which 
were the prime Gentlemen of quality in all the coun- 
ties of England. Then upon fome difquiiition of the 
proceedings in the Star-Chamber, and at the Council- 
Table, all who concurred in fuch a fentence, and con- 
fented to fuch an order, were declared criminal, and 
to be proceeded againft. So that, in a moment, all 
the Lords of the Council, all who had been Deputy-^ 
lieutenants, or High Sheriffs, during the late years^ 
found themfelves within the mercy of thefe grand in- 
quifitors : and hearing new terms of art, that a com- 
plication of feveral mifdemeanours might grow up to 
treafon, and the like, it was no wonder if men dellred 
by all means to get their favour and proteAion. 

When they had fufficiently ftartled men by thefe The Arch- 
proceedings, and upon half an hour's debate fent Canterbury 
up an accufation againft the Lord Archbifhop of^ghtreii^ 
Owiterbury of high treafon, and fo removed him^'*"' 
likewife from the King's Council, they refted fatisfied 
with their general rules, votes, and orders, without 
making hafte to proceed either againft things or per- 
fons ; being willing rather to keep men in fufpenfe, 
and to have the advantage of their fears, than, by 
letting them fee the worft that could befal them, lofe 

VOL, I. T the 
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the benefit of their application. For this reafon they 
ufed their utmoft Ikill to keep off any debate of Ship* 
tnoney, that that whole bufinefs might hang like a 
meteor over the heads of thofe that were in any degree 
faulty in it; and it was obfervable, when, notwith- 
ilanding all their endeavours to divert it, that bufinefs 
was brought into debate, and upon that (which could 
tiot be avoided) the Lord Finch named as an avowed 
fa<5lor and procurer of that odious judgment ; who, 
if their rule were true, " that an endeavour to alter 
the government by law, and to introduce an arbi- 
trary power, were treafon,'* was the moft notoriouily 
and unexcufably guilty of that crime of any man 
that could be named ; before they would endure 
the mention of an accufation of high treafon^ they 
appointed a committee, with great deliberation and 
' folemnity, to bring in a charge formally prepared, 
(which had not been, done in the cafe of the Lord 
Archbifhop, or the Earl of Strafford), and then gave 
him a day to be heard for himfelf at the Houfe of 
Commons' bar, whereby, againft all order, he was to 
take notice of what was handled in the Houfe con- 
cerning himfelf ; and then finding that, by their own 
rules, he would be likewife accufed of high treafon, 
they continued the debate fo long, that the Lords' 
Houfe was rifen, fo that the accufation was not car- 
ried up till the next morning ; and before that time, 
TThc Lord the Lord Keeper (being well informed of all that had 
Fi^ih^th-paffed) had withdrawn himfelf; and Ihortly after 
^^. went into Holland: the Lord Littleton, then Chief 
Jufl:icc of the Court of Common Pleas, being made 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England in his place. 

About the fame time. Sir Francis Windebank, one 
of the principal Secretaries of State^ and then a mem^ 
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' ber of the Houfe of Commons, was accufed of many 
tranfaiftions on the behalf of the papifts, of feveral na^ 
tures, (whofe extraordinary patron indeed he was), and 
he being then prefent in the Houfe, feveral warrants 
under his own hand were produced for the difcharge 
of profecutions againft pricfts, and for the releafe of 
priefls out of prifon : whereupon, whilft the matter 
fhould be debated, according to cuftoiti he was or- 
dered to withdraw, and fo went into the ufual place, 
the cpmmittee-chamber ; immediately whereupon, 
the Houfe of Commons went to a conference with the 
Lords upon fome other occafion, and returning from 
that conference, no more refumed the debate of the 
Secretary ; but having conlidered fome other bufinefs, 
rofc at their ufual hour ; and fo the Secretary had li- 
berty to go to his own houfe ; from whence, obferv-» 
ing the difpofition of the Houfe, and well knowing 
what they were able to fay againft him, he had no more 
mind to truft himfelf in that company, but the fame 
night withdrew himfelf from any place where enquiry m did like- 
might be made for him, and was no more heard of till tary wuw 
the news came of his being landed in France. 

So that within lefs than fix weeks, for no more was 
yet elapfed, thefe tefrible reformers had caufed the 
two greateft Counfellors of the kingdom, and whom 
they moft feared, and fo hated, to be removed from 
the King, and imprifoned, imder ah accufation of 
high treafon ; and frighted away the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of England, and one of the princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, into foreign kingdoms, for 
fear of the like ; beiides the preparing all the Lords 
of the Council, and very many of the principal Gen- 
tlemen throughout England, who (as was faid before) 
had been High Sheriffs, and Deputy-Lieutenants, to 
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expeft fuch meafure of punifliment from their general 
votes and refolutions^ as their future demeanour fhould 
draw upon them, for their pall offences : by which 
means^ they were like to find no vigorous reliftance 
or oppolition in their farther deligns. 

I could never yet learn the true reafon, why they 
fuffered Secretary Windebank to efcape their juflicc, 
{for the Lord Finch, it was vilible he was in their fa- 
vour, and they would gladly have preferved him in 
the place), againft whom they had more pregnant tef- 
timony of offences within the verge of the law, than 
againft any perfon they have accufed lince this Par- 
liament, and of fome that, it may be, might have 
proved coital, and fo their appetite of blood might 
have been fatisfied : for, beiides his frequent letten 
of interceilion in his own name, and lignification of 
his Majefty's pleafure, on the behalf of papifts and 
priefts, to the judges, and to other minifters of jufticc; 
and proteSions granted by himfelf to priefts, that no- 
body fhould moleft them ; he harboured fome priefh 
in his own houfe, knowing them to be fuch ; which, 
by the ftatute made in the twenty-ninth year of 
Queen Elizabeth, is made felony : and there were 
fome warrants under his own hand for the releafe of 
priefts out of Newgate, who were adlually attainted of 
treafon, and condenmed to be hanged, drawn, and 
quartered ; which, by the ftrift letter of the ftatute, 
the lawyers faid, would have been very penal to him. 

I remember one ftory brought into the Honfe con- 
cerning him, that adminiftered fome mirth : A mef- 
fenger, (I think his name was Newton), who princi- 
pally attended the fervice of apprehending priefts, 
x:ame one day to him in his garden, and told him, 
^^ that he had brought with bim a prieft, a ftirring 
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and aAive perfon, whom he had apprehended that 
morning; and delired to know, to what prifon h© 
<* fhould carry him.'* The Secretary Iharply alked 
him, ^* Whether he would never give over this blood-* 
*^ thirfty humour ?" and in great anger calling him 
knave, and taking the warrant from him by which he 
had apprehended him, departed without giving any 
other direftion. The meffenger, appalled, thought 
the prieft was fome perfon in favour, and therefore 
took no more care of him, but fufFered him to depart. 
The prieft, freed from this fright, went fecurely to his 
lodgings, and within two or three days was arrefted 
for debt, and carried in execution to prifon. Shortly 
after, Secretary Windebank fent for the meffenger, 
and afked him, " What was become of the prieft he 
** had at fuch a time brought before him ?" He told 
hkn, *^ that he conceived his honour had been of- 
** fended with the apprehenfion of him, and therefore 
^* he had looked no farther after him." The Secre- 
tary in much paftion told him, ^^ the difcharging a 
*^ prieft was no light matter ; and that if he fpeedily 
** found him not, he Ihould anfwer the default with 
*^ his life ; that the prieft was a dangerous fellow, and 
** muft not efcape in that felhion." The meffenger, 
befides his natural inclination to that exercife, terri- 
fied with thofe threats, left no means untried for the 
difcovery, and at laft heard where the man was in ex- 
ecution in prifon : thither he went, and demanded 
the prieft (who was not there known to be fuch) as 
his prifoner formerly, and efcaped from him ; and by 
virtue of his firft warrant took him again into his cuf- 
tody, and immediately carried him to the Secretary ; 
and within few days after, the prieft was difcharged, 
and at liberty. The jailor, in whofe cuftody he had 

T 3 been 



ayg THE HISTORY Book III. 

been put for debt, was arrefted by the parties grieved, 
and he again fued the mefTenger, who appealed for 
juftice to the Houfe of Commons againft the Se- 
cretary. 

This cafe had been prefented to the committee, 
and was ready to be reported, with all thofe warrants 
under his own hand before mentioned, at the time 
when Secretary Windebank was in the Houfe. Bc- 
^ fides that, he was charged by the Lords, by meilage 
or at a conference, for breach of privilege at the dif- 
folution of the laft Parliament, and figning warrants 
for the fearching the ftudies and papers of fomc 
members ; for which, according to the do6^rine then 
received, he might have been put into the cuftody of 
the Serjeant of the Houfe. But as the laft occafion 
was not laid hold of, becaufe it would have inevitably 
involved his brother Secretary, Sir Harry Vane, who 
was under the fame charge, and againft whom indeed 
that charge was aimed : fo, it feems, they were con- 
tented he ihould make an efcape from any trial for 
the reft; either, becaufe they thought his place would 
be fooner void by his flight than by his trial, which 
would have taken up fome time, and required fome 
formality, they having defigned that place to* Mr. 
Hollis; or, that they thought he would, upon any 
examination, draw in fomewhat to the prejudice of Sir 
Henry Vane, whom they were to prote A : and fo they 
were well content with his efcape. 

Having made their firft entrance upon bufinefs with 
this vigour, they proceeded every day with the fame 
fervour; and he who exprefled moft warmth againft the 
Court and the Government, was heard with the ttioft 
favour ; every day producing many formed elaborate 
orations againft all the adts of State which had been 
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done for many years preceding. That they might 
hailen the profecution of the Earl of Strafford, which 
was their firft great defign, they made a clofe com- 
mittee of fuch members as they knew to be moll for 
their purpofe, who Ihould, under an obligation of fe- 
crecy, prepare the heads of a charge againft him ; 
which had been feldom or never heard of before in 
Parliament : and that they might be fure to do their 
bufinefs effedlually, they fent a meffage to the Houfe 
of Peers, to defire them *^ to nominate a feleft com- 
** mittee likewife of a few, to examine upon oath fuch 
^^ witnejHes, as the committee of the Houfe of Com- 
mons for preparing the charge againft the Earl of 
Strafford Ihould produce before them, and in their 
prefehce, arid upon fuch interrogatories as they ' 

** Ihould offer ;" which, though it was without pre- 
cedent or example, the Lords prefently confented to, 
and named fuch men as knew well what they had to 
do. Then they caufed petitions to be every day pre- 
fented, by fome who had been grieved by 4ny fevere 
fentences in the Star-Chamber, or committisd by the 
Lords of the Council, againft Lords Lieutenants of 
counties, and their Deputy-Lieutenants, for having le- 
vied money upon the country, for conducing and 
clothing of foldiers, and other aAions of a martial na^ 
turc, (which had been done by thofe officers fo quali- 
fied, from the time of Queen Elizabeth, and was prac* 
tifed throughout her reign), and againft Sheriffs, for 
having levied Ship-money. Upon all which petitions 
(the matter being preffed and aggravated ftill upon 
every particular by fome member of note and autho- 
rity, upon which) all the a<fts how formal and judicial 
foever, without fo much as hearing the fentences or 
judgments read, were voted ^^ to be illegal, and againft 
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^^ the liberty and property of the fubjcft ; and that 
" all who were guilty of fuch proceedings fhould be 
^^ profecuted for their prefumption, and ihould like- 
'^ wife pay damages to the perfons injured." 

By which general votes (all pafled within a fhort 
time after the fitting of the Parliament) they had 
made themfelves fo terrible, that all Privy-Counfcl- 
lors, as well for what they had done at the Board, ai 
in the Star-Chamber; (where indeed many notable 
fentences had pafled, with fome excefs in the punifh- 
ment) ; all Lords Lieutenants, who for the moft part 
were likewife Counfellors, whereof all were of the 
Houfe of Peers ; and then all who were Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants, or had been Sheriffs fince the firft ifluing out 
of writs for the collection of Ship-money, whereof 
very many were then of the Houfe of Commons ; 
found themfelves involved under fome of thofe votes, 
and liable to be proceeded againft upon the firft pro- 
vocation ; whereby they were kept in fuch awe, both 
in the one Houfe and the other, as if they were upon 
their good behaviour, that they durft not appear to 
difiike, much lefs to oppofe, whatfoever was pro- 
pofed. 

All perfons imprifoned for fedition by the Star* 
Chamber upon the moft folemn examination and the 
moft grave deliberation, were fet at liberty, that they 
might profecute their appeals in Parliament. In the 
mean time, though there were two armies in the 
bowels of the kingdom, at fo vaft an expence, care 
was taken only to provide money to pay them, with- 
out the leaft mention that the one fliould return into 
Scotland, and the other be difi3anded, that fo that 
vaft expence might be determined : but, on the con- 
trary, frequent infinuations were given, ** that many 
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" great things were firft to be done before the armies 
'* could be dilbanded ;*' only they defired the King 
•* that all Papifts might be forthwith calhiered out 
" of his army," which his Majefty could not deny ; 
and fo fome officers of good account were immedi* 
ately difmiifed. 

It will not be impertinent nor unnatural to this The temper 
prefent difcourfe, to fet down in this place the pre-Houfcsat 
font temper and conftitution of both Houfes of Parlia-^nd th^' 
ment, that it may be the lefs wondered at, that fojj'*^!^^ 
prodigious an alteration fhould be made in fo ihort ai^<^?s 
time, and the Crown fallen fo low, that it could nei- both. 
ther fupport itfelf and its own majeily, nor them who 
MTOuld appear faithful to it. 

Of the Houfe of Peers, the great contrivers and de- '« t^J« 
(igners were, firft the Earl of Bedford, a wife man,Peefithe 
ind of too great and plentiful a fortune to wiih a Bedford; 
fubverlion of the government ; and it quickly ap- 
peared, that he only intended to make himfelf and 
bis friends great at Court, not at all to leifen the 
Court itfelf. 

The Lord Vifcount Say, a man of a clofe and re- The Lord 

Say* 

fcrvcd nature, of a mean and narrow fortune, of great * 
parts, and of the higheft ambition; but whofe ambition 
would not be fatisfied with offices and preferments, 
Mrithout fome condefcenfions and alterations in eccleli- 
&ftical matters. He had for many years been the oracle 
of thofe who were called Puritans in the worft fenfe, 
ind fleered all their counfels and defigns. He was a 
notorious enemy to the Church, and to moft of the 
eminent Churchmen, with fome of whom he had 
particular contefts. He had always oppofed and con- 
tradidled all a6ts of State, and all taxes and impoii- 
tions^ which were not exa(5tly legal^ and fo had as 
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eminently and as obftinately refufed the payment of 
Ship-money as Mr. Hambden had done ; though the 
latter, by the choice of the King's Council, had 
brought his caufe to be firft heard and argued, with 
which judgment it ,was intended the whole right of 
that matter Ihould be concluded, and all other cauiin 
over-ruled. The Lord Say would not acquiefce, 
but preflcd to have his own cafe argued, and Was 
fo folicitous in perfon with all the judges, both pri- 
vately at their chambers, and publicly in the court 
at Weftminfter, that he was very grievous to thenu 
His commitment at York the year before, becaufe he 
refufed to take an oath, or rather fubfcribe a protefta- 
tion, againft holding intelligence with the Scots, 
when the King firfk marched againft them, had giycn 
him much credit. In a word, he had very great au- 
thority with all the difcontented party throughout 
the kingdom, and a good reputation with many who 
were not difcontented, who believed him to be a wife 
man and of a very ufeful temper, in an age of licence, 
and one who woi\ld ftill adhere to the law. 
The Lord The Lord Mandevile, eldeft fon to the Lord Privy- 

Mandevilei ... . 

Seal, was a perfon of great civility,, and very well 
bred, and had been early in the Court under the fa- 
vour of the Duke of Buckingham, a lady of whofe 
family he had married : he had attended upon the 
Prince when he was in Spain, and had been called to 
the Houfe of Peers in the life-time of his father, by 
the name of the Lord Kimbolton, which was a very 
extraordinary favour. Upon the death of the Duke 
of Buckingham, his wife being likewife dead, he 
married the daughter of the Earl of Wanvick; a man 
* in no grace at Court, and looked upon as the grcatcft 
patron of the Puritans, becaufe of much the greateft 
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rftate of all who favoured them, and fo was eftccmed 
yj them with great application and veneration: 
hough he was of a life very licentious, and uncon- 
formable to their profefled rigour, which they rather 
lifpcnfed with, than they would withdraw from a 
ioufe where they received fo eminent a protection, 
ind fuch notable bounty. Upon this latter marriage 
the Lord Mandevile totally eftranged himfelf from 
the Court, and upon all occalions appeared enough 
to diflike what was done there, and engaged himfelf 
pvholly in the converfation of thofe who were mod 
QOtorioufly of that party, whereof there was a kind of 
Bratemity of many perfons of good condition, who 
chofe to live together in one family, at a gentleman^s 
houfe of a fair fortune, near the place where the 
Lord Mandevile lived ; whither others of that claffis 
likewife reforted, and maintained a joint and mutual 
correfpondence and converfation together with much 
£uniliarity and friendfhip : that Lord, to fupport and 
the better to improve that popularity, living at a 
much higher rate than the narrow exhibition allowed 
to him by his wary father could juflify, making up 
the rcfl by contradling a great debt, which long lay 
heavy upon him ; by which generous way of living, 
and by his natural civility, good manners, and good 
stature, which flowed towards all men, he was univer- 
ially acceptable and beloved ; and no man more in 
the confidence of the difcontented and factious party 
than he, and none to whom the whole mafs of their 
deligns, as well what remained in chaos as what was 
formed, was more entirely communicated, and no man 
more confulted with. And therefore thefe three 
XiOrds are nominated as the principal agents in the 
Houfe of Peers, (though there were many there of 
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quality and intercft much fuperior to any of them), 
becaufc they were principally and abfolutcly trufled 
by thofe who were to manage all in the Houfe of 
Commons, and to raife that fpirit which was upon all 
occafions to inflame the Lords. Yet it being enough 
known and underftood, that, how indifpofcd andangr]^ 
foever many of them at prefent appeared to be, there 
would be ftill a major part there, who would, if they 
were not over-reached, adhere to the King and the 
eftablilhed Government, and therefore thefe three pcr- 
fons were trufled without referve, and relied upon (b to 
fteer, as might increafe their party by all the arts 
imaginable ; and they had dexterity enough to appear 
to depend upon thofe three Lords, who were looked 
upon as greater, and as popular men ; and to be fubfer« 
vient to their purpofes, whom in truth they govemed 
and difpofed of. 
The Eiri of And by thefe artifices, and application to his va^ 
nity, and magnifying the general reputation and ere* 
dit he had with the people, and fharpening the fenfe 
he had of his late ill treatment at Court, they fully 
prevailed upon, and pofTefTed themfelves of, the Earl 
of £frex ; who, though he was no good fpeaker in 
public, yet, by having fate long in Parliament, was 
fo well acquainted with the order of it in very adive 
times, that he was a better fpeaker there than any 
where elfe, and being always heard with attention and 
refpeft, had much authority in the debates. Nor 
did he need any incitement (which made all ap- 
proaches to him the more eafy) to do any thing 
againfl the perfons of the Lord Archbifhop of Can- 
terbury and the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, towards 
whom he profeiTed a fiill diflike ; who were the only 
perfons againfl whom there was any declared defign, 
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and againft whom the Scots had in their manifefto 
demanded juftice, as the caufe of the war between 
the nations. And in this profecution there was too 
great a concurrence : Warwick, Brook, Wharton, 
Paget, Howard, and fome others, implicitly followed 
and obferved the diftates of the Lords mentioned 
before, and ftarted or feconded what they were di- 
iicAed. 

In the Houfe of Commons were many perfons of in the 
wifdom and gravity, who being poffefled of great and Commons, 
plentiful fortunes, though they were undevx)ted enough 
to the Court, had all imaginable duty for the King, 
and affeftion to the Grovernment eftablilhed by law 
t>r ancient cuftom ; and without doubt, the major 
jart of that body confifted of men who had no mind 
to break the peace of the kingdom, or to make any 
coniiderable alteration in the Government of Church 
or State : and therefore all inventions were fet on foot 
from the beginning to work on them, and corrupt 
them, by fuggeftions " of the dangers which threat- 
*' cned all that was precious to the fubjeft in their 
^ liberty and their property, by overthrowing or 
over-maftering the law, and fubjedling it to an ar- 
bitrary power, and by countenancing popery to the 
*^ fubverfion of the Proteftant religion ;" and then, 
by. infufing terrible apprehenfions into fome, and fo 
working upon their fears " of being called in queftion 
*' for fomewhat they had done," by which they would 
fland in need of their protedlion; and railing the 
liopes of others, '^ that, by concurring with them, they 
*^ ihould be fure to obtain offices, and honours, and 
•' any kind of preferment." Though there were too 
many corrupted and mifled by thefe feveral tempta* 
tions^ and others who needed no other temptations 
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thaii frdm the fiercenefs of their own natures, and the 
malice they had contraAed againft the Church and 
againft the Court ; yet the number was not great of 
thofe in whom the government of the reft was veftcd, 
nor were there many who had the abfolute authority 
to lead, though there was a multitude difpofed to fol- 
low. 
Mr. Pyin ; Mr. Pym was looked upon as the man of greateft 
experience in Parliament, where he had fenred very 
long, and was always a man of bufinefs, being an of- 
ficer in the Exchequer, and of a good reputation ge- 
nerally, though known to be inclined to the Puritan 
fadlion ; yet not of thofe furious refolutions agunft 
the Churth as the other leading men were, and wholly 
devoted to the Earl of Bedford, who had nothing of 
that fpirit. 
Mr. Hamb- Mr. Hambden was a man of much greater cunmi^ 
^^'* and it may be of the moft difcerning fpirit^ and of 
the greateft addrefs and inlinuation to bring any thing 
to pafs which he defired, of any man of that time, and 
who laid the defign deepeft. He was a gentleman of 
a good extraction, and a fair fortune, who, from a life 
of great pleafure and licence, had on a fudden rcrired 
to extraordinary fobriety and ftridlnefs, and yet re- 
tained his ufual cheerfulnefs and affability ; which, 
together with the opinion of his wifdom and juftice, 
and the courage he had Ihewed in oppofing the Ship- 
money, raifed his reputation to a very great height, not 
only in Buckinghamfhire, where he lived, but gene- 
rally throughout the kingdom. He was not a man of 
many words, and rarely begun the difcourfe, or made 
the firft entrance upon any bufinefsthat was aflumed; 
but a very weighty fpeaker, and after he had heard a 
full debate, and obferved how the Houfe was like to 
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be inclined, took up the argument, and llioftly, and 
clearly, and craftily, fo ftated it, that he commonly 
condu<5led it to the conclufion he defired ; and if he 
found he could not do that, he was never without the 
dexterity to divert the debate to another time, and to 
prevent the determining any thing in the negative, 
which might prove inconvenient in the future. He 
made fo great a fhew of civility, and modefty, and 
humility, and always of miftrufting his owA judgment, 
and cfteeming his with whom he conferred for the 
prefent, that he feemed to have no opinions or refo- 
lutions, but fuch as he contrafted from the informa- 
tion and inftru6lion he received upon the difcourfes 
of others, whom he had a wonderful art of governing, 
and leading into his principles and inclinations, whilft 
they believed that he wholly depended upon their 
counfel and advice. No man had ever a greater power 
over himfelf, or was lefs the man that he feemed to 
be, which fhortly after appeared to every body, when 
Jbe cared lefs to keep on the maik. 

Mr. Saint-John, who was in a firm and entire con- Mr. saint. 
jun<ftion with the other two, was a lawyer of Lincoln's ^ "' 
Inn, known to be of parts and induftry, but not taken 
notice of for pra<?lice in Weftminfter-Hall, till he ar- 
gued at the Exchequer-Chamber the cafe of Ship- 
money on the behalf of Mr. Hambden ; which gave 
him much reputation, and called him into all osurts, 
and to all caufes, where the King's prerogative was 
moft contefted. He was a man refer ved, and of a 
dark and .clouded countenance, very proud, and con- 
▼erfing with very few, and thofe, men of his own hu- 
mour and inclinations. He had been queilioned, 
committed, and brought into the Star-Chamber, many 
years before, with other perfons of great name and re* 
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putation, (which firft brought his name upon the flagc), 
for communicating fome paper among themfelves, 
which fome men at that time had a mind to have ex- 
tended to a deiign of fedition : but it being quickly 
evident that the profecution would not be attended 
with fuccefs, they were all fliortly after difcharged ; 
but he never forgave the Court the firft afTault^ and 
contracted an implacable difpleafure againft the 
Church purely from the company he kept. He was 
of an intimate truft with the Earl of Bedford^ to 
whom he was in fome fort allied^ (being a natural fon 
of the Houfe of BuUingbrook), and by him brought 
into all matters where himfelf was to be concerned. 
It was generally believed, that thefe three perfqns, 
with the other three Lords mentioned before, were of 
the moft intimate and entire truft with each otheTi 
and made the engine which moved all the reft ; yet 
it was vifible, that Nathaniel Fiennes, the fecond fon 
of the Lord Say, and Sir Harry Vane, eldeft fon to 
the Secretary, and Treafurcr of the Houfe, were re- 
ceived by them with full confidence and without rc- 
ferve. 
Mr. Na- The former, being a man of good parts of learning, 
Ficnncs ; and after fome years fpent in New College in Oxford, 
of which his father had been formerly Fellow, (that 
family claiming and enjoying many privDeges there, 
as of kin to the Founder), had fpent his time abroad, in 
Geneva and amongft the cantons of Switzerland, 
where he improved his difinclination to the Church, 
with which milk he had been nurfed. From his tra- 
vels he returned through Scotland (which few travel- 
lers took in their way home) at the time when that 
rebellion was in the bud ; and was very little known, 
except amongft that people, which converfcd wholly 
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amongfl themfelves, until he was now found in Par- 
liament^ when it was quickly difcovered, that as he 
was the darling of his father, fo he was like to make 
good whatfoever he had for many years promifed. 

The other. Sir Harry Vane, was a man of great na-sirHany 
tural parts, and of very profound diflimulation, of a,*"*^^"* 
quick conception, and very ready, fharp, and weighty 
cxpreffion. He had an unufual afpedl, which, though 
it might naturally proceed both from his father and 
mother, neither of which were beautiful perfons, yet 
made men think there was fomething in him of extra- 
ordinary ; and his whole life made good that imagi- 
nation. Within a very fhort time after he returned 
from his ftudies in Magdalen College in Oxford, 
where, though he was under the care of a very worthy 
tutor, he lived not with great exaftnefs, he fpent 
fome little time in France, and more in Geneva ; and, 
after his return into England, contracted a full preju- 
dice and bitternefs againft the Church, both againft 
the form of the government, and the Liturgy, which 
was generally in great reverence, even with many of 
thofe who were not friends to the other. In this gid- 
dinefs, which then much difpleafed, or feemod to 
difpleafe, his father, who ftill appeared highly con- 
formable, and exceeding Iharp againft thofe who were 
not, he tranfported himfclf into New England, a co- 
lony within few years before planted by a mixture of 
all religions, which difpofed the profeflbrs to diflike 
the government of the Church ; who were qualified 
by the King's charter to choofe their own govern- 
ment and governors, under the obligation, ^* that eve- 
ry man Ihould take the oaths of allegiance and fu • 
premacy;" which all the firft planters did, when they 
received their charter, before they tranfported thcm- 
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felvcs from hence, nor was there in many years the 
leaft fcruple amongft them of complying with thofc 
obligations ; fo far men were, in the infancy of their 
Ichifm, from refufing to take lawful oaths. He was 
no fooner landed there, but his parts made him quick- 
ly taken notice of, and very probably his quality, be- 
ing the eldeft fon of a Privy-Counfellor, might give 
him fome advantage i infomuch that, when the next 
feafon came for the eleAion of their magiftrates, he 
was chofen their Governor : in which place he had fo 
ill fortune (his working and unquiet fancy railing and 
infijfing a thoufand fcruples of confcience, which they 
had not brought over with them, nor heard of before) 
that he unfatisfied with them, and they with him, he 
tranfported himfelf into England ; having fowed fuch 
feed of diflenfion there, as grew up too profperoufly, 
and miferably divided the poor colony into feveral 
facSlions, and divifions, and perfecutions of each other, 
which ftill continue to the great prejudice of that 
plantation : infomuch as fome of them, upon the 
ground of the firft expedition, liberty of confcience, 
have withdrawn themfelves from their jurifdidlion, 
and obtained other charters from the King, by which, 
in other forms of government, they have enlarged 
their plantation, within new limits adjacent to the 
other. He was no fooner returned into England, than 
he feemed to be much reformed from his extravagan- 
cies, and, with his father*s approbation and diredlion^ 
married a lady of a good family, and by his father's 
credit with the Earl of Northumberland, who wa» 
High Admiral of England, was joined prefently and 
jointly with Sir William Ruflel in the office of Trea- 
furer of the Navy, (a place of great truft and profit), 
which he equally ftiared with the other, and feemed a 
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man well fatisfied and Compofed to the Government. 
When his father received the difobligation from the 
Lord Strafford, by his being created Baron of Raby, 
the houfe and land of Vane, (which title he had pro- 
mifed himfelf, but it was unluckily caft upon the 
Earl, purely out of contempt of Vane), they fucked in 
all the thoughts of revenge imaginable ; and from 
thence the fon betook himfelf to the friendfliip of 
Mr. Pym, and all other difcontented or feditious per- 
fons, and contributed all that intelligence (which will 
hereafter be mentioned, as he himfelf will often be) 
that defigned the ruin of the Earl, and which grafted 
him in the entire confidence of thofe who promoted 
the fame ; fo that nothing was concealed from him, 
though it is believed that he communicated his own 
thoughts to very few. 

Denzill Hollis, the youngjer fon and younger bro-]^'-?"*'''^ 
tlier of the Earls of Clare, was as much valued and ef- 
teemed by the whole party, as any man ; as he de- 
ferved to be, being of more accomplifhed parts than 
any of them, and of great reputation by the part he 
a<^ed againft the Court and the Duke of Buckingham, 
in the Parliament of the fourth year of the King, (the 
laft Parliament that had been before the fhort one in 
April), and his long imprifonment, and Iharp profe- 
cution afterwards, upon that account ; of which he 
retained the memory with acrimony enough. But he 
would in no degree intermeddle in the counfel or pro- 
fecution of the Earl of Strafford, (which he could not 
prevent), who had married his fifter, by whom he had 
all his children, which made him a ftranger to all 
thofe confultations, though it did not otherwife inter- 
rupt the friendfliip he had . with the moft violent of 
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thofe profecutors. In all other xontrivances he wai 
in the moft fccret counfels with thofe who moft go- 
verned, and was refpefted by them with very fubmifi 
applications as a man of authority. Sir Gilbert Gcr- 
rard, the Lord Digby, Strode, Haflerigg ; and the 
northern Gentlemen, who were moft angry with the 
Earl, or apprehenfive of their own being in the mercy 
of the Houfe, as Hotham, Cholmely, and Stapleton ; 
with fome popular lawyers of the Houfe, who did 
not fufpedi any wickednefs in delign, and fo became 
involved by degrees in the worft, obferved and pur- 
fued the dictates and diredlions of the other, accord- 
ing to the parts which were afligned to them upon 
emergent occalions : whilft the whole Houfe looked 
on with wonder and amazement, without any manV 
interpofing to allay the paffion and the fury with 
ivhich fo many were tranfported. 

This was the prefent temper and conftitution of 
both Houfes of Parliament upon their firft coming 
together, when (as Tacitus fays of the Jews, " that 
*' they exercifed the higheft offices of kindnefs and 
•^ friendlhip towards each other, et adverfus onmes alias 
^^ hoftilc ^^//w/;^") they watched all thofe who they knew 
were not of their opinions, nor like to be, with all 
poflible jealoufy i and if any of their ele(5tions could 
be brought into queftion, they were fure to be voted 
out of the Houfe, and then all the artifices were ufed 
to bring in more fanAified members ; fo that every 
week increafed the nimiber of their party, both by 
new eledlions, and the profelytes they gained upon 
the old. Nor was it to be wondered at, for they pre- 
tended all public thoughts, and only the reformation 
of difapproved and odious enormities, and diflembled 
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ill purpofes of removing foundations, which, though 
it was in the hearts of fome, they had not the courage 
amd confidence to communicate it. 

The Englifh and the Scottifh armies remained quiet 
in their fcveral quarters in the north, without any a6ls 
of hoftility, under the obligation of the ceflation, 
which was ftill prorogued fronj month to month, that 
the people might believe that a full peace would be 
quickly concluded. And the treaty, which during T*** Scot. 
the King's being at York had been held at Rippon, miffionen 
being now adjourned to London, the Scottifh Com-LoESon| 
miffioners (whereof the Earl of Rothes, and the Lord?^'*^^^. 
Lowden, who hath been mentioned before, were the- 
chief) came thither in great ftate, and were received' 
by the King with that countenance, which he could' 
not choofe but Ihew to them ; and were then lodged 
in the heart of the city, near London-Stone, in a houfc 
which ufed to be inhabited by the Lord Mayor or 
one of the SherifTs, and was fituate fo near to the 
church of St. Antholins, (a place in late times made 
famous by fome feditious ledlurer), that there was a 
way out of it into a gallery of the church. This be- 
nefit was well forefeen on all fides in the accommoda- 
tion, and this church alfigned to them for their own 
devotions, where one of their own chaplains ftill 
preached, amongft which Alexander Henderfon was 
the chief, who was likewife joined with them in the 
treaty in all matters which had reference to religion : 
and to hear thofe fermons there was fo great a con- 
flux and refort, by the citizens out of humour and ' 
fadtion; by others of all qualities outof curiofity; and 
by fome that they might the better juftify the con- 
tempt they had of them, that from the firft appear- 
ance of day in the morning on every Sunday, to the 
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Ihutting in of the light, the church was never empty. 
They (efpecially the women) who had the happmeb 
to get into the church in the morning (they who 
could not, hung upon or about the windows without, 
to be auditors or fpeftators) keeping their places till 
the afternoon's exercife was finifhed, which both 
morning and afternoon, except to palates and appe- 
tites ridiculoufly corrupted, was the moft infipid and 
flat that could be delivered upon any deliberation. 

The Earl of Rothes had been the chief aFchiteft of 
that whole machine from the beginning, and was a 
man very well bred, and of very good parts, and great 
addrefs ; in his perfon very acceptable, pleafant in 
converfation, very free and amorous, and unreftrained 
in his difcourfe by any fcruples of religion, which he 
only put on when the part he was to adt required it,and 
theji no man could appear more confcientioufly tranf- 
ported. There will be fometimes occafion to men- 
tion him hereafter, as already as much hath been (aid 
of the other, the Lord Lowden, as is yet neceflary. 
A commit- They were no fooner come to the town, but a new 
^uf« ap^ committee of the members of both Houfes, fuch as 
treat'with ^^^^ ^^^y acceptable to them, was appointed to renew 
the scottifh and continue the treaty with them that had been be- 
fioncri. gun at Rippon : and then they publifhed and printed 
their declaration againft the Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury and the Lieutenant of Ireland, in which they 
faid, *^ That as they did referve thofe of their own 
country who had been incendiaries between the two 
kingdoms, to be proceeded againft in their own Par- 
liament ; fo they defired no other juftice to be done 
againft thefe two criminal perfons but what ihould 
'^ feem good to the wifdom of the Parliament." 
It was eafily difcerned (by thofe who faw at any 
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diftancc, and who had been long jealous of that trick) 
from that expreflion concerning their own countrymen^ 
that they meant no harm to the Marquis of Hamilton, 
againft whom, in the beginning of the rebellion, all 
their bitternefs feemed to be directed, and who was 
thought to have the leaft portion of kindnefs or good- 
will from the three nations, of any man who related 
to the King's fervice. But he had, by the fricndfliip 
he had Ihewed to the Lord Lowden, ^nd procuring 
his liberty when he was in the Tower for fo notorious 
a treafon, and was to be in the head of another as 
foon as he fliould be at liberty ; and by his applica- 
tion and dexterity at York in the meeting of the great 
Council, and with the Scottilh Commiflioners em- 
ployed thither before the treaty ; and by his promife 
of future offices and fervices, which he made good 
abundantly ; procured as well from the Englifh as the 
Scots all alTurance of indemnity : which they fo dili- 
gently made ^ood, that they were not more felicitous 
to contrive and find out evidence or information 
againft the other two great men, than they were to 
prevent all information or complaint, and to flifle all 
evidence which was offered or could be produced 
againil the Marquis. 

And they were exceedingly vigilant to prevent the 
Scottifh Commiflioners entering into any familiarity 
or converfation with any who were not fafl to their 
party: infomuch as one day the Earl of Rothes walk- 
ing in Weftminfler-Hall with Mr. Hyde, towards 
whom he had a kindnefs by reafon of their mutual 
friendfhip with fome perfons of honour, and they two 
walking towards the gate to take coach to make a vi- 
fit together, the Earl on a fudden defired the other 
*^ to walk towards the coach, and he would overtake 

u 4 *' him 



€€ 






tg6 THE HISTORY BookIH. 

• " him by the time he came thither j" but ftaying 
verj' long, he imagined he might be diverted from lus 
purpofe, and fo walked back into the Hall, where 
prefently meeting him, they both purfued their for- 
mer intention ; and being in the coach, the E^rl told 
him, *^ that he muft excufe his having made him ftay 
** fo long, becaufe he had been detained only con- 
*^ cerning him ; that when he was walking with him, 
" a gentleman pafling by touched his cloak, which 
^' made him defire the other to go before ; and turn- 
ing to the other perfon, he faid, that feeing him 
walk in fome familiarity with Mr. Hyde, he thought 
himfelf obliged to tell him, that he walked with the 
•' greateft enemy the Scottifh nation had in the Par- 
liament, and that he ought to take heed how he 
communicated any thing of importance to him; 
*^ and that after he was parted with that gentlenian, 
^* before he could pafs through the Hall, four or five 
" other eminent men, feverally, gave him the fame 
*^ advertifement and caution ;" and then fpoke as un- 
concernedly and as merrily of the perfons and their 
jealoufy as the other could do. Men who were fo fa- 
gacious in purfuing their point were not like to mif- 
carry. 

The firft compliment they put upon the Scottifh 
CommifRoncrs was, that they were carefled by both 
Houfes with all poffible expreffions of kindnefs at 
leaft, if not of fubmiffion ; and an order was carefully 
entered, ^* that upon all occafions the appellation 
'* fhould be ufed of Our Brethren of Scotland \'' and 
upon that, wonderful kind compliments paffed, of a 
fincere rcfolution of amity and union between the two 
nations. 

Things being thus conftituted, it became them to 
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fatisfy the public expedlation in the difcovery of their 
new treafons, and in fpeedy proceedings againfl thofc 
two great perfons. For the better preparing whereof, 
and facilitating whatever elfe Ihould be neccflary for 
that enterprife, the Scottilh Commiffioners in the 
name of that nation prefented (as is faid before) two 
diftindl declarations, againft the perfons of the Arch- 
bifhop and the Earl of Strafford, ftufFed with as much 
fayltternefs and virulency as can be imagined, making 
them " the odious incendiaries of the differences be- 
tween the two nations, and the original caufes of all 
thofe calamities in that kingdom which begot thofe 
differences, and moft pathetically preffing for juf- 
tice againfV them both." Thefe difcourfes (for 
each of them coniifled of many fheets of paper) were 
publicly read in both Houfes ; that againft the Arch- 
biihop of Canterbury was for the prefent laid afide, 
and I am perfuaded, at that time, without any thought 
of refuming it, hoping that his age and imprifonment 
would have quickly freed them from farther trouble. 
But a fpeedy proceeding againft the other was vehe- Proceed, 
mently preiTed, as of no lefs importance than thewf^sthe 
peace between the two kingdoms, not without fome suifonri 
intimation, ** that there could be no expeftation that^*^* 
** the Scottifh army would ever retire into their coun- 
** try, and confequently that the King's army could 
^ be difbanded, before exemplary juftice was done 
" upon that Earl to their fatisfadlion." When they 
had inflamed men with this confideration fufHciently, 
they, without any great difficulty, (in order to the ne- 
cefTary expedition for that trial), prevailed in two pro- 
pofitions of moft fatal cohfequence to the King's fer- 
yice, and to the fafety and integrity of all honeft 
men. 
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The firft, ^^ for a committee to be fettled of both 
^^ Houfes for the taking preparatory examinations." 
Thus the allegation was, " That the charge againft 
** the Earl of Strafford was of an extraordinary nature, 
*' being to make a treafon evident out of a complica- 
^^ tion of feveral ill afts ; that he muft. be traced 
*^ through many dark paths, and this precedent fedi* 
** tious difcourfe compared with that fubfequent out- 
rageous adlion, the circumftances of both which 
might be equally confiderable with the matter itfelf; 
*^ and therefore that, before this charge could be fo 
*^ dirciftly made and prepared as was neceflary," (for 
he was hitherto only accufed generally of treafon), 
^* it was requifite, that a committee Ihould be made 
" of both Houfes to examine fome witneflcs upon 
*^ oath, upon whofe depofitions his impeachment 
" would eafily be framed." This was no fooner pro- 
pofed in the Houfe of Commons, than confentcd to ; 
and upon as little debate yielded to by the Lords ; 
and the committee fettled accordingly : without con- 
lidering that fuch an inquifition (befides that the fame 
was contrary to the praftice of former times) would 
eafily prepare a charge againft the moft innocent man 
alive ; where that liberty fliould be taken to examine 
a man's whole life ; and all the light, and all the private 
difcourfes had pafled from him, might be tortured, 
perverted, and applied, according to the confciencc 
and the craft of a diligent and malicious profecution. 
The fecond was, " for the examining upon oath 
" Privy-Counfellors, upon fuch matters as had pafled 
" at the Council-Table." The allegation for this 
was, " That the principal ingredient into the treafon 
*^ with which the Earl was to he charged, was, a pur- 
^^ pofe to change the form of government ; and, in- 
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^ ftead of that fettled by law, to introduce a power 
^ merely arbitrary. Now this defign muft be made 
'^ evident, as well by the advices which he gave, and 
^^ the expreffions he uttered upon emergent occafions, 
•^ as by his public actions ; and thofe could not be 
^^ difcovered, at leaft not proved, but by thofe who 
were prefent at fuch confultations, and they were 
only Privy-Counfellors." As it was alleged, *^That 
" at his coming from Ireland the Earl had faid in 
*^ Council there. That if ever he returned to that 
•^ fword again, he would not leave a Scottifh-man in 
^^ that kingdom : and at his arrival in this kingdom, 
^^ the Lord Mayor and fome Aldermen of London at- • 
tending the Board about the loan of moneys, and 
not giving that fatisfaftion was expe6led, that he 
•* fhould pull a letter out of his pocket, and Ihew 
*« what courfe the King of France then took for the 
'f railing of money ; and that he fhould tell the King, ' 
^^ That it would never be well till he hanged up a 
^^ Lord Mayor of London in the city to terrify the 
" reft." 

There was no greater difficulty to fatisfy the Houfe 
of Commons with the reafonablenefs of this, than of 
the former; but the compaffing it was not like to 
be eafy ; for it was vifible, that, though the Lords 
Ihould join witli them, (which was not to be de- 
fpaired), the Privy-Counfellors would infift upon the 
oath they had taken, and pretend, " that without the 
*^ King's confent they might not difcover any thing 
<* that had paflTed at that Board ; fo that the greateft 
^^ difficulty would be, the procuring the King's con- 
*^ fent for the betraying himfelf : but this muft be in- 
•^ fifted on, for God forbid that it might be fafc for 
«^ any defperate wicked counfellor to propofe and ad- 
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*' vife at that Board'* (which in the intervals of Par- 
liaments wholly difpofed the affairs of State) " courfcf 
•* deftni6live to the health and being of the king- 
dom ; and that the fovereign phyfician, the Par- 
liament, (which had the only Ikill to cure thofe 
contagious and epidemical difeafes), Ihould be hin- 
*' dered from prcferving the public, becaufe no evi- 
" dence muft be given of fuch corrupt and wicked 
** counfels." And fo provided with this fpecious- 
oratory, they defire the Lords " to concur with them* 
for this neceflary examination of Privy-Counfel- 
lors ;" who, without much debate, (for the perfonr 
concerned knew well their acfts were vifible and pub- 
lic enough, and therefore conlidered not much what 
words had pailed), confented, and appointed fome tO' 
attend the King for his confent: who, not well weigh- 
ing the confequence, and being in public Council- 
unanimoufly advifed ^* to confent to it ; and that thq* 
*' not doing it would lay fome taint upon his Coun- 
" cil, and be a tacit confeflion, that there had been 
agitations at that place which would not endure the 
light;" yielded that they fhould be examined: 
which was fpeedily done accordingly, by the com- 
mittee of both Houfes appointed for that purpofe. 

The damage was not to be exprefled, and the ruin 
that laft a A brought to the King was irreparable ; 
for, befides that it ferved their turn (which no quef- 
tion they had difcovered before) to prove thofe words 
againft the Earl of Strafford, which Sir Harry Vane 
fo punctually remembered, (as you fhall find at the 
Earl's trial), and befides that it was matter of horror 
to the Counfellors, to find that they might be ar- 
raigned for every rafli, every inconfiderate, every im- 
perious expreilion or word they had ufed there ; and 
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fo made them more engaged to fervile applications ; 
it banifhed for ever all future freedom from that 
Board, and thofe perfons, from whom his Majefty was 
to expeA advice in his greateil ftraits ; all men fa« 
tisfying themfelves, " that they were no more obliged 
to deliver their opinions there freely, when they 
might be impeached in another place for fo do* 
ing ;'* and the evincing this fo ufeful dodlrine was 
without doubt more the defign of thofe grand ma- 
nagers^ than any hope they had, of receiving further 
information thereby, than they had before. 

And for my part, I muft alk leave of thofe noble 
Lords^ who after the King's confent gave themfelves 
liberty to be examined, to fay, that if they had well 
conlidered the oath they had taken when they were 
admitted to that fociety, which was. To heepfecret all 
matters committed and revealed to them^ or that Jhould 
te treated of fecretly in Council^ they would not have 
believed, that the King himfelf could have difpenfed 
with that part of their oath. It is true, there is an- 
other claufe in their oath, that allows them with the 
King's confent to reveal a matter of Council: but 
that is, only what fliall touch another Counfellor ; 
which they are not to do without the leave of the 
King, or the Council. 

It was now time to mind themfelves, as well as the 
public, and to repair, as well as pull down; and there- 
fore, as the principal reafon (as was faid before) for 
the accufing thofe two great perfons of high treafon 
(that is, of the general confent to it before any evi- 
dence was required) was, that they might be removed 
from the King's j)refence and his counfels, without 
which they conceived theirs would have no power 
with him ; (b that being compafTed, care was taken 
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to infufe into the King by Marquis Hamilton, (who 
you heard before was licenfed to take care of him- 
felf ; and was now of great intimacy with the go- 
verning and undertaking party), " that his Majefty 
having declared to his people, that he really intend- 
ed a reformation of all .hofe extravagancies which 
** former neceflities, or occafions, or miffcakes, had 
" brought into the Government of Church or State : 
" he could not give a more lively and demonftrable 
evidence^ and a more gracious inftance of fuch his 
intention, than by calling fuch perfons to his coun*- 
cil, whom the people generally thought moft in* 
" clined to, and intent upon, fuch reformation : bc- 
iides, that this would be a good means to prefervc 
the dignity and juft power of that Board, which 
might othcrwife, . on the account of the late ex- 
*^ cefs and violation, be more fubjedt to inconvenient 
" attempts for the future." 
Divers new Hereupon in one day were fworn Privy-Counfel- 
CoSfciiors lors, much to the public joy, the Earl of Hertford, 
[JJ'^™ p[j„ (whom the King afterwards made Marquis), the Earl 
party. of Bedford, the Earl of Effex, the Earl of Briftol, the 
Lord Say, the Lord Savile, and the Lord Kimbol- 
ton ; and within two or three days after, the Earl 
of Warwick: being all perfons at that time very 
gracious to the people, or to the Scots, by whofe 
election and difcretion the people chofe ; and had 
been all in fome umbrage at Court, and moft in vili- 
ble disfavour there. This aft the King did very 
cheerfully i heartily inclined to fome of them, as he 
had reafon ; and not apprehending any inconvenience 
by that aft from the others, whon\ he thought this 
light of his grace would reform, or at leaft reftrain. 
But the calling and admitting men to that Board 
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is not a work that can be indifferent ; the reputatidn, 
f not the government, of the State depending on it* 
j^nd though, it may be, there hath been too much 
:uriolity heretofore ufed to difcover men's humours 
a particular points, before tliey have received that 
lonour ; whereas poflibly fuch differences were ra- 
ter to have been defired than avoided ; yet there are 
rertain opinions, certain propofitions, and general 
>rinciples, that whofoever does not hold, and does not 
>elieve, is not, without great danger, to be accepted 
br a Privy-Counfellor. As, whofoever is not fixed 
:o monarchical grounds, the prefervation and uphold- 
ng whereof is the chief end of fuch a council : who* 
[bever doth not believe that, in order to that great 
rnd, there is a dignity, a freedom, a jurifdidlion moft 
tflential to be preferved in and to that place ; and 
takes not the prefervation thereof to heart; ought 
never to be received there. What in prudence is to 
be done towards that end, admits a latitude that honeft 
and wife men may fafely and profitably differ in ; and 
thofe differences (wliich I faid before there was too 
oiuch unlkilful care to prevent) ufually produce great 
advantages in knowledge and wifdom : but the end 
itfelf, that which the Logicians call the termimis ad 
juentj ought always to be a pojiulatumj which whofo- 
ever doubts, deflroys : and princes cannot be too 
ftriA, too tender, in this conlideration, in the confti- 
tuting the body of their privy-council ; upon the 
prudent doing whereof much of their fafety, more of 
their honour and reputation (which is the life itfelf 
of princes) both at home and abroad neceffarily de- 
pends ; and the inadvertencies in this point have 
been, mediately or immediately, the root and the 
fpring of moft of the calamities that have enfued. 

Two 
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Two reafons have been frequently given by priiiccs 
for overfights, or for wilful breaches, in this im- 
portant difpenfation of their favours. The firft, 
" that fuch a man can do no harm ;'* when, God 
knows, few men have done more harm than thofe 
who have been thought to be able to do lead ; and 
there cannot be a greater error, than to believe, a man 
whom we fee qualified with too mean parts to do 
good, to be therefore incapable of doing hurt : there 
is a fupply of malice, of pride, of induftry, and even 
of folly, in the weakeft, when he fets his heart upon 
it, that makes a ftrange pjogrefs in mifchief. The 
fccond, " when perfons of ordinary faculties, either 
" upon importunity, or other collateral refpedls, have 
" been introduced there, that it is bujt a place of ho- 
" nour, and a general teftimony of the King's afFec- 
" tion ;** and fo it hath been as it were referved as a 
preferment for thofe, who were fit for no other pre- 
ferment. As amongft the Jefuits they have a rule, 
that they who are unapt for greater fludies, Ihall 
ftudy cafes of confcience. By this means the number 
. hath been increafed, which in irfelf breeds great in- 
conveniences ; lince a lefs number are fitter both for 
counfel and difpatch, in matters of the greatell mo- 
ment, that depend upon a quick execution, than a 
greater number of men equally honefl and wife : and 
for that, and other reafons of unaptnefs and incompe- 
tency, committees of dexterous men have been ap- 
pointed out of the Table to do the bufinefs of it; and 
fo men have been no fooner exalted with the honour- 
able title, and pleafed with the obligation of being 
made Privy-Counfellors, than they have checked that 
delight with difcerning that they were not fully trufl- 
cd; and fo have been, more incenfed with the re- 
proachful 
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proachful difl:in(5lion at, than obliged with the ho- 
nourable admiffion to, that Board, where they do not 
find all perfons equally members. And by this kind 
of refentment, many fad inconveniences have befallen 
the King, and thofe men who have had the honour 
and misfortune of thofe fecret trufts. 

The truth is, the finking and near defperate condi- 
tion of monarchy in this kingdom can never be buoy- 
ed up, but by a prudent and fteady council attending 
upon the virtue and vivacity of the Kingj nor be 
preferved and improved when it is up, but by che- 
rifhing and preferring the wifdom, integrity, dignity, 
and reputation of that council: the luftre whereof 
always reflects upon the King himfelf ; who is not 
thought a great Monarch when he follows only his 
own reafon and appetite ; but when, for the inform- 
ing his reafon, and guiding his adlions, he ufes the 
fervice, induftry, and faculties of the wifeft men. 
And though it hath been, and will be, always necef- 
lary to admit to thofe counfels fome men of great 
power, who will not take the pains to improve their 
great parts ; yet the number of the whole lliould not 
be too great ; and the capacities and qualities of the 
moft Ihould be fit for bufinefs ; that is, either for 
judgment and difpatch ; or for one of them at leafl: ; 
and for integrity above all. 

This digrefl[ion (much longer than was intended) 
will not appear very impertinent, when the great dif- 
fervice Ihall appear, which befel the King by the 
fwearing thofe Lords formerly mentioned (I fpeak but 
of fome of them) Privy-CounfcUors. For, inflread of 
cxercifing themfelves in their new province, and en- 
deavouring to preferve and vindicate that jurifdicftion, 
they looked upon themfelves as preferred thither, by 
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their reputation in Parliament, not by the kindncfa 
and efteem of the King ; and fo refolved to keep up 
principally the greatnefs of that place, to which they 
thought they owed their own greatnefs. And there- 
fore, when the King required the advice of his Privy- 
Council, in thofe matters of the higheft importance 
which were then every day incumbent on him, the 
new Privy-Counfellors poiitively declared, " that they 
might not (that was, that nobody might) give his 
Majefty any advice in matters depending in the two 
Houfes, which was not agreeable to the fenfe of 
the two Houfes; which they called his Great Coun- 
*^ cil, by whofe wifdom he was entirely to guide him- 
" felf." As this doftrine was infipidly and per- 
nicioufly urged by fome ; fo it was fupinely and ftu- 
pidly fubmitted to by others : infomuch as the King 
in a moment found himfelf bereaved of all public af- 
fiftance and advice, in a time when he needed it moft; 
and his greateft, and, upon the matter, his only bufi- 
nefs, being prudently to weigh and conlider what to 
confent to, and what to deny, of fuch things as 
Ihould be propofed to him by the two Houfes, he 
was now told, *^ that he was only to be advifed by 
^^ them ;" which was as much as to fay, that he muft 
do whatfoever they defired of him. 

Whereas in truth, it is not only lawful for the Privy- 
Council, but their duty, to give faithfully and freely 
their advice to the King upon all matters concluded 
in Parliament, to which his royal aflent is neceflary, 
as well as upon any other fubjedl whatfoever. Nay, a 
Privy-Counfellor, as fuch, is bound to difluade the 
King from confcnting to that which is prejudicial to 
the Crown ; at leaft to make that prejudice manifeft 
to him ; though as a private perfon he could wirti 
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the matter confented to. And therefore, by the con- 
ftitution of the kingdom, and the conftant practice of 
former times, all bills, after they had paffed both 
Houfes, were delivered by the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ment to the Clerk of the Crown ; and by him brought 
to the Attorney General ; who prefented the fame to 
the King fitting in Council, and having read them, 
declared what alterations were made by thofe bills to 
former laws, and what benefit or detriment, in profit 
or jurifdidlion, would accrue thereby to the Crown : 
and then, upon a full and free debate by his Counfel- 
lors, the King refolved accordingly upon fuch bills as 
were to be enafted into laws ; and refpited the other 
that he thought not fit to confent to. As this hath 
been the known practice, fo the reafon is very vifible; 
that the royal aflTent being a diftinft and effential part 
towards the making a law, there Ihould be as much 
care taken to inform the underftanding and confcience 
of the King upon thofe occafions, as theirs, who pre- 
pare the fame for his royal aflent. 

That it might appear that what was done within the Great lu 
Houfes was agreeable to thofe who were without, preaching 
and that the fame fpirit reigned in Parliament andfng/™*^ 
People, all poflRble licence was exercifed in preach- 
ing, and printing any old fcandalous pamphlets, and 
adding new to them againft the Church : petitions 
prefented by many parifliioners againft their paftors, 
with articles of their mifdemeanours and behaviours ; 
moft whereof confifted, *^ in their bowing at the name 
" of Jefus, and obliging the communicants to come 
" up to the Altar," (as they envioufly called it), that is, 
to the rails which inclofed the communion-table, '^ to 
*^ receive the facrament." All which petitions were 
read with great delight, and prefently referred to the 
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committee about religion ; whevre Mr. White, a grave 
lawyer, but notorioufly dlfafFefted to the Church, fat 
in the chair ; and then both petition and articles were 
fufFered to be printed and publifhed, (a licence never 
pradlifed before), that the people might be inflamed 
againft the Clergy ; who were quickly taught to call 
all thofe againft whom fuch petitions and articles were 
exhibited (which were frequently done by a few of 
the rabble, and meaneft of the people, againft the 
fenfe and judgment of the parilh) the fcarulaloiis Clergy\ 
which appellation was frequently applied to men of 
great gravity and learning, and the moft unblemilhed 
lives. 
The entry There cannot be a better inftance of the unruly and 
Baftwick, mutinous fpirit of the city of London, which was then 
rntobinrthe fink of all the ill humours of the kingdom, than 
don. ^j^g triumphant entry which fome perfons at that time 
made into London, who had been before feen upon 
pillories, and ftigmatized as libellous and infamous 
offenders : of which claffis of men fcarce any age can 
afford the like. 

There had been three perfofis of feveral profeflions 
fome years before cenfured in the Star-Chamber; Wil- 
liam Pryn, a Barrifter of Lincoln's Inn ; John Baft- 
wick, a DoAor of Phyfic ; and Henry Burton, a Mi- 
nifter and Lefturer of London. 

The firft, not unlearned in the profefHon of the law, 
as far 5 learning is acquired by the mere reading of 
books ; but being a perfon of great induftry, had 
fpent more time in reading divinity ; and, which 
marred that divinity, in the converfation of faAious 
and hot-headed divines : and fo, by a mixture of all 
three, with the rudenefs and arrogance of his own na- 
ture, had contrafted a proud and venomous diflike to 

the 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 309 

the difcipline of the Church of England ; and fo by 
degrees (as the progrefs is very natural) an equal irre- 
verence to the Government of the State too ; both 
which he vented in feveral abfurd, petulant, and fuper- 
cilious difcourfes in print. 

The fecond, a half-witted, crack-brained fellow, 
unknown to either Univerfity, or the College of Phy- 
ficians ; but one that had fpent his time abroad, be- 
tween the fchools and the camp, (for he had been in, 
or pafled through armies), and had gotten a Dodlor- 
Ihip, and Latin ; with which, in a very flowing flryle, 
with fome wit and much malice, he inveighed againft 
the Prelates of the Church in a book which he printed 
in Hplland, and induftrioufly difperfed in London, 
and throughout the kingdom ; having prefumed (as 
their modefty is always equal to their obedience) to 
dedicate it io the /acred Majejly of the King. 

The third had formerly a kind of relation by fer- 
vice to the King; having, before he took orders, 
waited as Clofet-keeper, and fo attended at canonical 
hours, with the books of devotion, upon his Majefty 
when he was Prince of Wales; and, a little before the 
death of King James, took orders : and fo his Iligh- 
nefs coming Ihortly to be King, the vapours of am- 
bition fuming into his head that he was ftill to keep 
his place, he would not think of lefs than being Clerk 
of the Clofet to the new King, which place his Majef- 
ty conferred upon, or rather continued in, the Biihop 
of Durham, Doftor Neyl, who had long ferved King 
James there. Mr. Burton thus difappointed, and, as 
he called it, defpoiled of his right, would not, in the 
greatnefs of his heart, lit down by the affront ; but 
committed two or three fuch weak, faucy indifcre- 
tions, as caufed an inhibition to be lent him, " tJiat 
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" he fhould not prefume to come any more to Court f 
and from that time he refolved to revenge himfelf of 
the Bilhop of Durham, upon the whole order ; and fo 
turned ledlurer, and preached againft them ; being 
endued with malice and boldnefs, inftead of learning 
and any tolerable parts, 

Thefe three perfons having been, for feveral follies 
and libelling humours, firft gently reprehended, and 
after, for their incorrigiblenefs, more feverely cenfured 
and imprifoned, found fome means in prifon of cor- 
refpondence, which was not before known to be be- 
tween them ; and to combine themfelves in a more 
peftilent and feditious libel than they had ever before 
vented ; in which the honour of the King, Queen, 
Counfellors, and Biihops, was with equal licence blafted 
an3 traduced ; which was faithfully difperfed by their 
profelytes in the city. The authors were quickly and 
eafily known, and had indeed too much ingenuity to 
deny it ; and were thereupon brought together to the 
Star- Chamber ore tenus ; where they behaved them- 
felves with marvellous infolence ; with full confidence 
demanding, " that the Bifliops who fate in the Court" 
(being only the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and the 
Bifhop of London) " might not be prefent, becaufc 
^^ they were their enemies, and fo parties :" which, how 
fcandalous and ridiculous foever it feemed then there, 
was good logic and good law two years after in Scot- 
land, and ferved to banifli the Biihops of that king- 
dom both from the Council-Table and the AiTembly, 
Upon a very patient and folemn hearing, in as full a 
Court as ever I faw in that place, without any differ- 
ence in opinion or diflenting voice, they were all 
three cenfured as fcandalous, feditious, and infamous 
perfons, '^ to lofc their cars in the pillory, and to be 
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" imprifoned in feveral gaols during the King's plea- 
** fure :" all which was executed with rigour and fc- 
verity enough. But yet their itch of libelling ftill 
broke out ; and their friends of the city found a line 
of communication with them. Hereupon the wildom 
of the State thought fit, that thofe infectious fores 
fhould breathe out their corruption in fome air more 
remote from that catching city, and lefs liable to the 
contagion : and fo, by an order of the Lords of the 
Council, Mr. Pryn was fent to a caftle in the ifland of 
Jerfcy ; Dr. Baftwick to Scilly ; and Mr. Burton to 
Guernfey ; where they remained unconfidered, and 
truly I think unpitied, (for they were men of no virtue 
or merit), for the fpace of two years, till the beginning 
of this prefent Parliament. 

Shortly upon that, petitions were prefcnted by tlieir 
wives or friends, to the Houfe of Commons, exprefT- 
ing ** their heavy cenfures and long fufFerings ;" and 
defiring, by way of appeal, " that the juftice and ri- 
gour of that fentence might be reviewed and confi- 
deredi and that their perfons might be brought 
from thofe remote and defolate places to London, 
that fo they might be able to facilitate or attend 
their own bufinefs." The fending for them out of 
prifon (which was the main) took up much confidera- 
tion : for though very many who had no kindnefs, 
had yet compaffion for the men ; thinking they had 
fufFered enough ; and that, though they were fcurvy 
fellows, they had been fcurvily ufed : and others had 
not only afFedlion to their perfons, as having fufFered 
for a common caufe ; but were concerned to revive 
and improve their ufeful faculties of libelling and re- 
viling authority ; and to make thofe ebullitions of 
their malice not thought noifome to the State : yet a 
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fentcnce of a fupreme Court, the Star-Chamber, (of 
which they had not yet fpoke with irreverence), was 
not lightly to be blown off : but, when they were in- 
formed, and had confidered, that by that fentence the 
petitioners were condemned to fome prifons in Lon- 
don ; and were afterward removed thence by an order 
of the Lords of the Council ; they looked upon that 
order as a violation of the fentence ; and fo made no 
fcruple to order " that the prifoners fhould be rc- 
" moved from thofe foreign prifons, to the places to 
*' which they were regularly firft committed/' And 
to that purpofe warrants were figned by the Speaker, 
to the Governors and Captains of the feveral caftles, 
** to bring them in fafe cuftody to London :" which 
were fent with all poffible expedition. 

?ryn and Burton being neighbours (though in dif- 
tin6): iflands) landed at the fame time at Southamp- 
ton ; where they were received and entertained with 
extraordinary demonftrations of afFeftion and efteera ; 
attended by a marvellous conflux of company ; and 
their charges not only borne with great magnificence, 
but liberal prefents given to them. And this method 
and ceremony kept them company all their journey, 
great herds of people meeting them at their entrance 
into all towns, and waiting upon them out with won- 
derful acclamations of joy. When they came near to 
London, multitudes of people of feveral conditions, 
fome on horfeback, others on foot, met them fome 
miles from the town ; very many having been a day's 
journey ; and they were brought, about two of the 
clock in the afternoon, in at Charing-crofs, and car- 
ried into the city by above ten thoufand perfons, with 
boughs and flowers in their hands ; the common peo- 
ple ftrewing flowers and herbs in the ways as they 
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pafled, making great noife, and expreflions of joy for 
their deliverance and return ; and in thofe acclama- 
tions, mingling loud and virulent exclamations againft 
the Bifhops, " who had fo cruelly profecuted fuch 
*' godly men.*' In the fame manner, within five or fix 
days after, and in like triumph, Dr. Baftwick returned 
from Scilly, landing at Dover ; and from thence bring- 
ing the fame teftimonies of the afFedtions and zeal of 
Kent, as the others had done from Hampfhire and 
Surrey, was met before he came to Southwark by the 
good people of London, and fo condudled to his lodg- 
ing likewife in the city. 

I fhould not have wafted thus much time in a dif- 
courfe of this nature, but that it is and was then evi- 
dent, that this infurreftion (for it was no better) and 
frenzy of the people was an efFeft of great induftry 
and policy, to try and publifli the temper of the peo- 
ple ; and to fatisfy themfelves in the adlivity and in- 
tereft of their tribunes, to whom that province of 
fhewing them was committed. And from this time, 
the licence of preaching and printing increafed, to 
that degree, that all pulpits were freely delivered 
to the fchifmatical and lilenced preachers, who till 
then had lurked in corners, or lived in New England ; 
and the prefles at liberty for the publifliing the moft 
invedlive, feditious, and fcurrilous pamphlets, that 
their wit and malice could invent. Whilft the Mini- 
fters of the State, and Judges of the Law, like men in 
an ecftafy, furprifed and amazed with feveral appari- 
tions, had no fpeech or motion ; as if, having com- 
mitted fuch an cxcefs of jurifdidlion, (as men upon 
great furfeits are enjoined for a time to eat nothing), 
they had been prpfcribed to exercife no jurifdicftion at 
all. Whereas, without doubt, if either the Privy- 

Coun- 
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Council, or the Judges and the King's learned G)un. 
cil, had alTumed the courage to have queftioned the 
preaching, or the printing, or the feditious riots upon 
the triumph of thofe three fcandalous men, before the 
uninterruption and fecurity had confirmed the people 
in all three, it had been no hard matter to have dc- 
ilroyed thofe feeds, and pulled up thofe plants, which 
being negledled, grew up and profpered to a full har- 
veft of rebellion and treafon. But this was yet but a 
rudenefs and ranknefs abroad, without any vifiblc 
countenance or approbation from the Parliament : all 
fccmed chafte within thofe walls. 

The firft malignity that was apparent there (for the 
accufation of the Archbifhop and the Earl of Straf- 
ford were looked upon as adls of paffion, directed 
againft particular perfons, who were thought to have 
deferved fome extraordinary meafures and proceeding) 
was againft the Church : firft, in their committee for 
religion ; which had been aflumed ever fince the lat- 
ter times of King James, though feldom or never any 
fuch thing had before been heard of in Parliament; 
where, under pretence of receiving petitions againft 
Clergymen, they often debated points beyond the 
A decUra- vcrge of their underftanding : then, by their cheerfiil 
ni1nifte°s?*^ reception of a declaration of many fheets of paper 
*"^yj^'^^ againft the whole government of the Church; pre- 
citizcns, fentcd by ten or a dozen minifters, at the bar ; and 

againft the "^ . 

govern- pretended to be figned by feveral hundreds of the mi- 
thc Church nifters of London and the countries adjacent: and a 
by Biiho,,s.p^^i^i^^^ prefented by Alderman Pennington, and al- 

legcd to be fubfcribed by twenty thoufand men, in- 
habitants within the city of London ^ who required, 
in plain terms, " the total extirpation of epifcopacy." 
Yet the Houfe was then fo far from being poffefTed 

with 
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with that fpirit, that the utmoft that could be obtained, 
upon a long debate upon that petition, was, " that it 
*^ fhould not be rejefted ;" againft which the number 
of the petitioners was urged as a powerful argument ; 
only it was fufFered to remain in the hands of the 
Clerk of the Houfe, with direction, " that no copy of 
** it fliould be given." And for the minifters' decla- 
ration, one part only of it was infifted on by them, 
and read in the Houfe ; which concerned the exercife 
of ecclefiaftical jurifdicftion, and the excefs of their 
courts : the other parts were declined by many of 
them, and efpecially ordered " to be fealed up by the 
** Clerk, that they might be perufed by no man." So 
that all that envy and animofity againft the Church 
feemed to be refolved into a defire, " that a bill might 
** be framed to remove the Bifhops from their votes 
" in the Lords' Houfe, and from any office in fecular 
^* affiiirs i" which was the utmoft men pretended to 
wilh : and to fuch a purpofe a bill was Ihortly after 
prepared, and brought into the Houfe ; of which 
more fhall be faid in its proper place. 

It was a ftrange difingenuity, that was praftifed in Great difio. 
the procuring thofe petitions ; which continued ever ui^d In pro- 
after in the like addreffes. The courfe was, firft, to^J.^f p^^ 
prepare a petition very modeft and dutiful, for the 
form; and for the matter, not very unrcafonable ; and 
to communicate it at fome public meeting, where care 
was taken it fhould be received with approbation : the 
fubfcription of very few hands filled the paper itfelf, 
where the petition was written, and therefore many 
more fheets were annexed, for the reception of the 
number, which gave all the credit, and procured all 
the countenance, to the undertaking. When a multi- 
tude of hands was procured, the petition itfelf was cut 

off. 
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off, and a new one framed^ fuitable to the deiign m 
liand, and annexed to the long lift of names which 
were fubfcribed to the former. By this means, many 
men found their hands fubfcribed to petitions, of 
which they before had never heard. As feveral mi- 
ni fters, whofe hands were to the petition and declara- 
tion of the London minifters before mentioned, have 
profeffed to many perfons, " that they never faw that 
" petition or declaration before it was prefented to the 
•' Houfe i but had ligned another, the fubftance of 
*^ which was, not to be compelled to take the oath en- 
•' joined by the new canons : and when they found, 
** inftead of that, their names fet to a defire of an al- 
^^ teration of the government of the Church, they 
** with much trouble went to Mr. Marlhall, with 
** whom they had intrufted the petition and their 
^* hands ; who gave them no other anfwer, but that 
it was thought fit by thofe who underftood bufinefs 
better than they, that the latter petition fhould ra- 
ther be preferred than the former/' And when he 
found, they intended by fome public aft to vindicate 
themfelves from that calumny ; fuch perfons, upon 
whom they had their greateft dependence, were en- 
gaged, by threats and promifes, to prevail with them 
to fit ftill, and to pafs by that indirect proceeding. 
Complaints For the better facilitating and making way for thofe 
^'e%rti. virulent attempts upon the Church, petitions and 
ftops^*" complaints were exhibited againft the exorbitant acfts 
of fome Bilhops ; efpecially againft the Bifhops of 
Bath and Wells, and Ely ; who, they alleged, " had 
*^ with great pride and infolence provoked all the 
'* gentry, and moft of the inhabitants within their 
And againft^' diocefes." And the new canons were infifted on, 
nonss "" as a mgft palpable invafion by the whole body 
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•* of the Clergy, upon the laws and liberty of the 
"'* people.'* 

I faid before, that after the diffolution of the for- 
mer Ihort Parliament, the Convocation was continued 
by fpecial warrant from the King ; and by his Ma- 
jefty, in a folemn meflage fent to them by Sir Harry 
Vane, then principal Secretary, ** required to proceed 
^^ in the making of canons, for the better peace and 
" quiet of the Church." Notwithftanding this com- 
mand, the chief of the Clergy, well knowing the fpi- 
rit of bitternefs that was contracted againft them; and 
many obfolete pamphlets againft their jurifdicftion and 
power being, lince the commotions in Scotland, re- 
vived and publiihed with more freedom ; defired his 
Majefty, " that the opinions of the Judges might be 
♦* known and declared,, whether they might then law- 
fully lit, the Parliament being diflblved, and pro- 
ceed in the making of canons ; as likewife, upon 
other particulars in their jurifdiftion, which had 
^* been moft inveighed againft ?" 

All the Judges of England, upon a mature debate, 
in the prefence of the King's Council, under their 
hands aflerted, " the power of the Convocation in 
making canons, and thofe other parts of jurifdic- 
tion, which had been fo envioufly queftioned.'* 
Hereupon they proceeded ; and having compofed a 
body of canons, prefented the fame to his Majefty, 
for his royal approbation. They were then again de- 
bated at the Council-Board, not without notable op- 
poiition ; for upon fome leffening the power and au- 
thority of their Chancellors, and their Commiflaries, 
by thofe canons, the profeflbrs of that law took them- 
felves to be difobliged ; and Sir Henry Martin, (who 
was not likely to overfee any advantages), upon feve- 
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ral days of hearing at the Council-Table, with hisrt- 
moft fkill objedled againft them : but in the cnd,bj 
the entire and unanimous advice of the Privy^-Conih 
cil, the canons were confirmed by the King, uodei 
the Great Seal of England, and thereby enjoined to | 
be obfen'ed. So that whatfoever they, were, the 
Judges were at leaft as guilty of the firft prefumptia 
in framing them, and the Lords of the Council in 
publifhing and executing them, as the Bifhops, oc 
the reft of the Clerg}', in either. 

Yet the ftorm fell wholly on the Church : and the 
matter of thofe canons, and the manner of making 
them, was infifted on, as a pregnant teftimony of a 
malignant fpirit in the very funAion of the Bifhops. 
The truth is, the feafon in which that fynod conti- 
nued to fit (as was obferved .before) was in fo ill t 
conjunfture of time, (upon the diflTolution of a Par- 
liament, and almoil in an invafion from Scotland), 
that nothing could have been tranfafted there, of i 
popular and prevailing influence. And then, fomc 
iharp canons againfl fedtaries, and fome additionals in 
point of ceremonies, countenancing, though not en- 
joining, what had not been long praftifed, infinitely 
inflamed fome, and troubled others; who jointly took 
advantage of what ftriftly was amifs ; as the making 
an oath, the matter of which was conceived incon- 
gruous ; and enjoining it to many of the Laity, as well 
as the Clergy ; and likewife the granting of fubfidies. 
Which are So that the Houfe of Commons (that is, the major 
condemned p^j^^ made no fcruple, in that heat, to declare, " that 
Houfe of ti ^.j^^ Convocation-Houfe had no power at all of 
^^ making canons :" notwithfl:anding that it was appa- 
rent by the law, and the uncontradifted praftice of 
the Church, that canons had never been othcrwife 

made : 
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made : *^ and that thofe canons contained in them 
*^ matter of fedition and reproach to the regal power ; 
prejudicial to the liberty and property of the fub- 
jeft, and to the privileges of Parliament." By the 
extent of which notable vote and declaration, they 
had involved almoft the whole Clergy under the guilt 
of arbitrary proceedings ; as much as they had done 
the Nobility and Grentry before, under their votes 
againft Lords Lieutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants, Pri- 
vy-Counfellors, and Sheriffs ; and of which they made 
the fame ufe ; as Ihall be remembered in its proper 
place. 

In the mean time the two armies were neceflarily Moncybor- 

, , , rowed of 

tx) be provided for, left the countries where their quar- the city by 
ters were fhould come to be oppreffed by free quar- Houfcs, for 
ter ; which would not only raife a very inconvenient [hc^t^oL- 
noife, but introduce a neceffity of difbanding the ar-"^^^- 
mies, which they were in no degree ready for : and 
money not being to be raifcd foon enough in the re- 
gular way, by a6l of Parliament, which would require 
feme time in the pafling ; belides, that the manner 
and way of railing it had not been enough confi- 
dered ; and the coUefting it would require much 
time, even after an aft of Parliament fliould be pafled; 
therefore for the prefcnt fupply it was thought fit to 
make ufe of their credit with the city ; to whom a 
formal embafly of Lords and Commons was fent ; 
which were carefully chofen of fuch perfons as carried 
the bufinefs of the Houfc before them, that the per- 
forming the fervice might be as well imputed to their 
particular reputation and intereft, as to the afFeftion 
of the city : and thefe men in their orations to the 
citizens undertook " that their money Ihould be re- 
*^ paid with intereft by the care of the Parliament.'* 

And 
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And this was the firft introduftion of the public faith; 
which grew afterwards to be applied to all monfhrous 
purpofes. 

This expedient fucceeded twice or thrice for fuch 
fums as they thought fit to require ; which were only 
enough to carry on their affairs^ and keep them in 
motion; not proportionable to difcharge the debt due 
to the armies, but to enable them to pay their quar- 
ters : it being fit to keep a confiderable debt ftili 
owing^ left they fhould appear too ready to be dif- 
banded. 
Anefr They had Hkewife another defign in this com- 

CouncirSf merce with the city ; which, always upon the loan of 
Sif«?^ money, ufed to recommend fome fuch thing to the 
Parliament, as might advance the defigns of the par- 
ty; as ** the proceeding againft delinquents j" or 
^^ fome reformation in the Church :" which the ma- 
nagers knew well what ufe to make of upon any emer- 
gency. When they had fet this traffic on foot in the 
city, and fo brought their friends there into more 
reputation and activity ; then, at their eledion for 
Common-Council men, (which is every year before 
Chriftmas ; and in which new men had rarely ufed to 
be chofen, except in cafe of death, but the old ftill 
continued), all the grave and fubftantial citizens were 
left out ; and fuch chofen as were moft eminent for 
oppofing the Government, and moft difafFe6ted to the 
Church, though of never fo mean eftates : which 
made a prefent vifible alteration in the temper of the 
city, (the Common-Council having fo great a fhare in 
the management of affairs there), and even in the Go- 
vernment itfclf. 

Other ways were now to be thought of for getting 
of money, which was, once at leaft every month, 

called 
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called for very importunately by the Scottifh Com- 
miilioners; which caufed the fame provifion to be 
made for the Englilh forces. The next expedient 
was, ** That in fo great an exigence, and for the pub- 
lic peace ; that the armies might not enter into 
blood, by the determination of the cefTation, which 
want of pay would inevitably produce ; the feveral 
** members of the Houfe would lend money, accord- 
ing to their feveral abilities ; or that fuch as had 
no money would become bound for it ; and upon 
thefe terms enough could be borrowed." This was 
no fooner propofed, but confented to by all the emi- 
nent leaders ; and by many others, in order to make 
themfelves the more acceptable to thofe ; and fome 
did it for their own convenience, there being little 
hazard of their money, and full intereft to be re- 
ceived, and believing it would facilitate the difband- 
ing of the armies ; to which all fober men's hearts 
were diredled. 

And now, to fupport their ftock of credit, it was 
time to raife money upon the people by aA of Par- 
liament ; which they had an excufe for not doing in 
the ufual way, *' of giving it immediately to the King, 
*^ to be paid into the Exchequer ; becaufe the public 
" faith was fo deeply engaged to the city for a great 
'^ debt ; and fo many particular members in the loan 
" of moneys, and in being bound for the payment of 
'^ great fums, for which their eftates were liable : and 
** therefore it was but reafon, that for their indem- 
*^ nity the money that was to be raifed Ihould be 
" paid into the hands of particular members of the 
** Houfe, named by them ; who Ihould take care to 
" difcharge all public engagements.'* The firft bill a bill 
they pailed being but for two fubiidies, which wasmfing^o 
VOL, !• Y not 
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theHoufe t\ot fufficicnt to difchifge any confiderable part of 

moni nam- the moncy borrowed, they inferted in the bill the 

miirionTrs Commiffioners' names, who were to receive and dif- 

thJmon(^. P^^^ ^^^ money. And the King made no paufe in 

the pafling it ; himfelf not conlidering the confc- 

quence of it, and none about him having the courage 

to reprefent it to him. 

The fame From that time, there was no bill pafled for the 

method af» , , i»/«/-i/»»i/» 

tcrwards railing of money, but it was dilpofed of in the lame, 
. ^^ ^j^^ jji^^ manner; that none of it could be applied to 

the King's ufe, or by his direftion. And they like- 
wife took notice, ^^ that, from the time of his Majefty's 
coming to the Crown, he had taken the cuftoms 
and impolitions upon merchandize as his own right, 
without any aft of Parliament ; which (they faid) 
no King had ever before done ;" infinuating withal, 
that they meant to make a further enquiry into thofe, 
who had been the chief minifters in that prefump- 
^^ tion.'* They faid, ^* Nobody could imagine, but 
** that they intended to grant the fame to his Ma- 
^^ jefty, in the fame manner, for his life, as had been 
done to his progenitors by former Parliaments : but 
that they found fuch an aft could not be prefently 
made ready ; becaufe the book of rates now ia 
praftice (befides that it had not been made by 
lawful authority) contained many excefles, and miift 
'^ be reformed in feveral particulars ; in preparing 
^^ which, they would ufe all poffible diligence, and 
*^ hoped to efFeft it in a fhort time : however, that 
^* the continuance of the coUeftion in the manner 
it was in, without any lawful title, and during 
the very fitting of the Parliament, would be a pre- 
cedent of a very ill confequence, and make the 
^^ right of giving it the more queftioned ; at leaft the 
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'^Icfs valued. And therefore it would be fit, that 
< either all the prefent coUedlion fhould be difcon- 

* tinued, and ccafe abfolutely ; which was in the 
^ power of the merchants themfelves to do, by refuf- 
' ing to pay any duties which there was no law to 

* compel them to : or, that a Ihort aft Ihould be 

* prcfently pafled, for the continuance of thofe pay- 
^ ments for a Ihort time ; againfl the expiration 

* whereof, the aft for granting them for life, with 

* the book of rates, would be prepared, and ready." 
There were many inconveniences difcovered in the 
firft, in difcontinuing the coUeftion and payment of 
luties, '* which would not be fo eafily revived again, 
'* and reduced into order : and that the laft would, 

* without prejudice to either, both vindicate the right 

* of the fubjeft, and fecure the King's profit :" and 
To they prepared (with all the expreflions of duty and 
ifFeftion to the King that can be imagined) and pre- 
Tented a grant of thofe duties for fome few months. 
[n which there was a preamble, " difapproving and 
'^ condemning all that had been done in that particu- 
'* lar, from his Majefty's firfl: coming to the Crown, 
'* to that time ; and aflerting his whole right to thofe 
'^ payments, to depend upon the gift of his fubjefts :" 
ind concluded with *^ mofl: fevere penalties to be in- 
'* flifted upon thofe, who Ihould prefume hereafter to 
'* coUeft or receive them otherwife than as they 
•* were, or Ihould be, granted by aft of Parliament :'* 
ivhich had never been in any other aft of Parliament 
declared : which the King likewife pafied. So all the 
revenue he had to live upon, and to provide him meat, 
ind which he had reafon to expeft fhould have been 
more certainly continued to him, was taken into 
their hands ; in order to take it from him too, when- 

Y a pver 
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ever they fhould think it convenient to their other 
defigns : of which he Ihortly after found the mif- 
chief. 

Though, as hath been obferved, there was not 
hitherto one penny of money given to the King, or 
received by his minifters; yet, becaufe fubfidies 
were raifed upon the people, according to the formal- 
ity of Parliaments ; and as if all that great fupply had 
been to the King's own coffers; it was thought nccef- 
fary, that the people Ihould be refrefhcd with fomc 
behoveful law, at the fame time that they found them- 
felves charged with the payment of fo many fubfidies. 
And under that conGderation, together with the bill 
for fubfidies, another was fent up to the Lords, for a 
triennial Parliament : both which quickly paffed that 
Houfe, and were tranfmitted to the King. 
A bill for a Jn that for the triennial Parliament (though the 

triennial . v & 

Parliament fame was grounded upon two former flatutes in the 
*'*^^'*' time of King Edward the Third, " That there fhould 
** be once every year a Parliament") there were Tome 
claufes very derogatory to monarchical principles; 
as " giving the people authority to afTemble together, 
" if the King failed to call them,*' and the like : 
yet his Majefly, really intending to make thofe con- 
ventions frequent, without any great hefitation, enaft- 
ed thofe two bills together ; fo much to the feeming 
joy and fatisfa<ftion of both Houfes, that they pre- 
tended " to have fufRcicntly provided for the fe- 
^^ curity of the commonwealth ; and that there re- 
^^ maincd nothing to be done, but fuch a return 
" of duty and gratitude to the King, as might tcflify 
their devotions ; and that their only end was to 
make him glorious :" but thofe fits of zeal and 
loyalty never lafled long. 

The 
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The Lord Finch's flight made not only the place sir Edward 
of Keeper vacant, but begot feveral other vacancies, made Lord 
The Seal was given to Littleton, who was then Chief *^*^^' 
Juilice of the Common Pleas; for which place he 
was excellently fitted : but being a man of a grave 
and comely prefence, his other parts were over- 
valued ; his learning in the law being his mafter- 
piece. And he was chofen to be Keeper, upon the 
opinion and recommendation of the two great mi- 
nifters under the cloud; who had before brought 
him to be a Privy ^Counfellor, whilft Chief Jufticc, 
to the no little jealoufy of the Lord Finch. 

Banks, the Attorney General, was weary enough 
of the inquifition that was made into the King's 
grants, and glad to be promoted to the Common 
Pleas. Herbert, the Solicitor General, who had fate 
all this time in the Houfe of Commons, awed and 
terrified with their temper ; applying himfelf to Mr. 
Hambden, and two or three of the other, without 
interpofing or crofling them in any thing ; longed in- 
finitely to be out of that fire : and fo the office of 
Attorney General, which at any other time had been 
to be wifhed, was now the more grateful, as it re- 
moved him from the other attendance, it not being 
ufual in thofe times for the Attorney General to be a 
member of the Houfe of Commons : and he was 
called by writ to attend the Houfe of Peers, where he 
fits upon the wool-fack at the back of the Judges. 

From the time that there was no more fear of the 
Archbiihop of Canterbury, nor the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, nor of any particular men who were like 
to fucceed them in favour ; all who had been active 
in the Court, or in any fervice for the King, being to- 
tally difpirited, and moil of them to be difpofed to any 

Y 3 ill 
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ill ofEces againft him; the great patriots thought 
they might be able to do their country better fervicc, 
if they got the places and preferments of the Court 
for themfelves, and fo prevent the evil counfels which 
had ufed to fpring from thence. For which purpofe, 
they had then a faft friend there, the Marquis of 
Hamilton ; who could moft dexteroufly put fuch an 
affair into agitation, with the lead noife, and prepare 
both King and Queen to hearken to it very willingly: 
and in a ihort time all particulars were well adjufted 
for every man*s accommodation. 
Great of- The Earl of Bedford was to be Treafurer : in order 
edTorfomc^o which, the Bifhop of London had already deiired 
p2^/*^**the King " to receive the ftafF into his hand, and give 
*^ him leave to retire to the fole care of his bifhop- 
^^ ric ;" by which he wifely withdrew from the ftorm, 
and enjoyed the greateft tranquillity of any man of 
the three kingdoms, throughout the whole boiilerous 
and deflroying time that followed; and lived to 
fee a happy and blefTed end of them, and died in 
The Bi(hop great honour. And fo the Treafury was for the prc- 
refigning feut put into commifliou. Mr. Pym was to be 
the TVcafu- Chancellor of the Exchequer : which office the Lord 
J^^^PJJ^lj'Cottington was likewife ready to furrender, upon af- 
fion. furance of indemnity for the future. Thefe two 
were engaged to procure the King's revenue to be 
liberally provided for, and honourably increafed and 
fettled. 
Saint John And, that this might be the better done, the Earl 
dwr GcmI of Bedford prevailed with the King, upon the removes 
***• mentioned before, to make Oliver Saint-John (who 

hath been often, and will be oftener mentioned in this 
difcourfe) his Solicitor Greneral; which his Majefly 
readily confented to ; hoping that, being a gentle- 
man 
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man of an honourable cxtratflion, (if he had been le- 
gitimate), he would have been very ufeful in the pre- 
fent exigence to fupport his fervice in the Houfe of 
Commons, where his authority was then great ; at 
leaft, that he would be alhamed ever to appear in any 
thing that might prove prejudicial to the Crown. 
And he became immediately poflefled of that office 
of great truft ; and was fo well qualified for it, at 
that time, by his fall and rooted malignity againil the 
Government, that he loft no credit with his party, out 
of any apprehenfion or jealoufy that he would change 
his fide : and he made good their confidence ; not in 
the leaft degree abating his malignant fpirit, or dif- 
fembling it ; but with the fame obftinacy oppofed 
every thing which might advance the King's fer- 
vice, when he was his Solicitor, as ever he had done 
before. 

The Lord Say was to be Mafter of the Wards ; 
which place the Lord Cottington was Ukewife to fur-r 
render for his own quiet and fecurity. And DenziU 
Hollis was to be Secretary of State, in the place of 
Secretary Wmdebank, 

Thus far the intrigue for preferments was entirely 
complied with : and it is great pity that it was not 
fully executed, that the King might have had fome 
able men tq have advifed or affifted him ; which pro- 
bably thcfe very pien would have done, after they 
had been fo throughly engaged : whereas the King 
had none left about him in any immediate truft in 
bufinefs, (for I fpeak not of the Duke of Rich- 
mond, and fome very few men more about l^is per- 
fon, who always behaved themfelves honourably), 
who either did riot betray, or fink un,der the weight 
or reproach of it, 

Y 4 But 
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But the Earl of Bedford was refolvcd, that he would 
not enter into the trcafury, till the revenue was in 
fome degree fettled ; at leaft, the bill for tonnage and 
poundage paiTed^ with all decent circumftances, and 
for life ; which both he and Mr. Pym did very hear- 
tily labour to effe<5t ; and had in their thoughts many 
good expedients, by which they intended to raife the 
revenue of the Crown. And none of them were very 
folicitous to take their promotions, before fome other 
accommodations were provided for fome of the reft of 
their chief companions ; who would be neither well 
pleafed with their fo hafty advancement before them, 
nor fo fubmiffive in the future to follow their dic- 
tates. 

Hambden was a man they could not leave un- 
provided for i and therefore there were feveral dc- 
ligns, and very far driven, for the fatisfa^lion and 
promotion of him, and Effex, and Kimbolton, and 
others ; though not fo fully concluded, as thofe be- 
fore mentioned. For the King*s great end was, by 
thefe compliances, to fave the life of the Earl of 
Strafford, and to preferve the Church from ruin : for 
nobody thought the Archbifhop in danger of his life. 
And there were few of the perfons mentioned before, 
who thought their preferments would do them much 
good, if the Earl were fufFered to live ; but in that of 
the Church, the major part even of thofe perfons 
would have been willing to have fatisfied the King ; 
the rather, becaufe they had no reafon to think the 
two Houfes, or indeed either of them, could have 
been induced to have purfued the contrary. And fo 
the continued and renewed violence in the profecu- 
tion of the Earl of Strafford made the King well 
contented (as the other reafons prevailed with the 

other 
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ther perfons) that the putting of thofe promotions in 
ra^lice Ihould be for a time fufpended. 
When there was a new occalion^ upon the impor- a propodti- 
jnity of the Scottifh Commiffioners, to procure more borrowing 
loney ; and the leading men, who ufed to be forward Sc dty*? 
I finding out expedients for fupply, feemed to de- 
pair of being able to borrow more ; becaufe the city 
^as much troubled and diiheartened, to fee the work 
f reformation proceed fo flowly, and no delinquents 
ct brought to juftice ; and that till fome advance 
ras made towards thofe longed-for ends, there muft 
c no expectation of borrowing more money from or 
1 tlie city : at that time, Mr, Hyde faid in the 
loufe, " That he did not believe the thing to be fa 
difficult as was pretended ; that no man lent his 
money, who did not gain by it ; and that it was 
evident enough, that there was plenty of money ; 
and therefore he was confident, if a fmall commit- 
tee of the Houfc were nominated, who, upon con- 
fultation between themfelves, might ufe the name 
of the Houfe to fuch men as were reputed to have 
money, they might prevail with them to lend as 
' much as might ferve for the prefent exigence/* 
Vhereupon the Houfe willingly approved the mo- 
ion ; and named him, Mr. Capel, Sir John Strange* 
rays, and five or fix more, whom they defired might 
c joined with them ; who, the fame or the next day, 
^paired into the city ; refolving to apply themfelves 
3 no men but fuch who were of clear reputation in 
oint of wifdom, and fobriety of underflanding, as 
rcU as of wealth and ability to lend. And after they 
ad fpoken together with four or five eminent men, 
dcy agreed to divide themfelves, and to confer fe- 
crally with their particular acquaintances, upon the 

fame 
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lame fubjeA: many men choofing rather to lend 
their money, than to be known to have it; and 
being very wary in their expreflions, except in pri- 
vate. 

When they had again communicated together, they 
found that the borrowing the money would be very 
eafy ; every man with whom they had conferred be- 
ing ready and forward to lend the money, or to find a 
friend who Ihould, upon their fecurity who propofed 
it, Moft of them in their private difcourfe faid, 
'^ that there was money enough to be lent, if men (aw 
*^ there would be like to be an end of borrowing ; 
*^ but that it was an univerfal difcomfort and dif- 
*^ couragement, to all men of eftates and difcretion, 
*^ to fee two great armies ft ill kept on foot in the 
" kingdom, at fo vaft a charge, when there remained 
*^ no fear of war ; and that if a time were once ap- 
" pointed for the difbanding them, there fhould not 
want money for the doing all that ihould be necef- 
fary in order to it." This anfwer fatisfied them in 
all refpedls : and the next day Mr. Hyde reported 
the fuccefs of their employment ; *^ that they had 
*^ conferred with moft of the fubftantial and beft re- 
puted men of the city ; who, by themfelves and 
their friends, had promifed to fupply the money 
which was defired.'* And then he enlarged upon 
the temper they underftood the city to be in, by the 
^^ reports of thofe who might be reafonably fuppofed 
^^ to know it beft ; that it was indeed very much 
^* troubled and diflieartened, to fee two annies kept 
" on foot at fo vaft a charge within the bowels of 
^' the kingdom, when, God be thanked, all the dan- 
f* ger of a war was removed ; and that they who 
^^ were very able to make good what they promifed, 

"had 
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* had firankly undertaken, that if a peremptory day 
^ was appointed for being rid of thofe armies, 
'^ there ihould not be want of money to difcharge 
^^ them." 

The report was received with great applaufe by 
the major part of the Houfe, as was reafonably col- 
lected by their countenance : but it was as apparent, 
that the governing party was exceedingly perplexed 
with it, and knew not on a fudden what to fay to. it 1 
if they embraced the opportimity, to procure a fupply 
of money which was really wanted, it would be too 
great a countenance to the perfons who had procured 
it ; whofe reputation they were willing to deprefs : 
beiides, it would imply their approbation of what 
had been faid of the difbanding : at lead, would be a 
ground of often mentioning and preffing it; and 
which, how grateful foever to moil other men, was 
the thing they moft abhorred. After a long filence, 
Mr. Hambden laid, *^ that the worthy Grentlemen 
'^ were to be much commended for the pains they 
" had taken ; of which, he doubted not, good ufe 
*^ would be made :" and fo propofed, " That it might 
•* be well thought of, and the debate refumed the 
** next day ;** which could not be denied. The next but difcou. 
day. Alderman Pennington (a man in higheil con-d^tedbj 
iidence with the party; and one, who inlinuated^*^*^' 
all things to the Common-G)uncil which he was di- 
TcAed fhould be ftarted there) begim the difcourfe ; 
and {aid, ^^that the Grentlemen, who had been laft 
** in the city to borrow money, had made a fair re- 
** port ; but that in the end of it there was CoUoquintida\ 
that he could not find with what perfons they had 
conferred about the temper of the city; nor that 
any coniiderable people troubled themfelves with 
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*^ dciigning or wifliing what the Parliament fhould 
" do, which they knew to be wife enough, to know 
^* what and when they were to do that which was bcflr 
for the kingdom : and they acquiefced in their grave 
judgment :'* and concluded, " that the money that 
the Houfe flood in need of, or a greater fum, was 
^' ready to be paid to whomfoever they fhould appoint 
** to receive it." The Houfe made itfelf very merry 
with the Alderman*s Colloquintidaj and called upon 
him ^* to explain it ;" and fo the debate ended : all 
fober men being well pleafed to fee the diforder they 
were in, and the pains they had taken to free them- 
felves from it ; which every day was renewed upon 
them, as the fubjeft matter afforded occafion ; and 
they vifibly lofl much of the reverence, which had 
been formerly paid them, 
A com. About the beginning of March, they begun to make 
Ireland, in preparations for the trial of the Earl of Strafford ; who 
profecution had thcu been about three months in prifon, under 
ofSam&rd.^he accufation of high treafon : and by this time, for 
the better fupply in this work, a committee was come 
from the Parliament in Ireland, to folicit matters con- 
cerning that kingdom. This committee (moft of them 
being papifts, and the principal aftors fince in the 
rebellion) was received with great kindnefs, and, upon 
the matter, added to the committee for the profecu- 
tion of the Earl of Strafford. So that now, Ireland 
feemed no lefs intent upon the ruin of that unfortu- 
nate Lord, than England and Scotland ; there being 
fuch a correfpondence fettled between Weflminfler 
and Dublin, that whatfoever was praftifed in the 
Houfe of Commons here was foon after done likewife 
there : and as Sir George RatclifF was accufed here of 
high treafon, upon pretence of being a confederate 

with 
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ivith the Earl in his treafons ; but in trutli that he 
might not be capable of giving any evidence on the 
behalf of him, and thereupon fent for into this king- 
dom : fo all, or moft of the other perfons, who were 
in any truft with the Earl, and fo privy to the grounds 
and reafons of the counfels there, and only able to 
make thofe apparent, were accufed by the Houfe of 
Commons in that kingdom of high treafon ; under 
the general impeachment, of ^* endeavouring to fub- 
*^ vert the fundamental laws of that kingdom, and to 
^^ introduce an arbitrary power :" which ferved the 
turn there, to fecure their perfons, and to remove them 
from councils, as it had done here. 

What feeds were then fown for the rebellion, 
which within a year after broke out in Ireland, by 
the great liberty and favour that committee foimd; 
who, for the good fervice againft that Lord, were 
hearkened to in all things that concerned that king- 
dom, Ihall be obferved, and fpoken of at large, here- 
after. 

Much time was fpent in confideration of the man- confident- 
ner of the trial ; for they could find no precedent ing the 
would fit their cafe : " Whether it ihould be in thehu'SS. 
^* Houfe of Peers ? which room was thought too little, 
** for the accufers, witnefles, judges, and fpeftators : 
^' Who fliould profecute ? Whether members chofen 
*' of the Commons, or the King's Council ? Whether 
*^ the Bifliops" (which were twenty-four in number, 
and like to be too tender-hearted in matter of blood, 
and fo either to convert many, or increafe a diflenting 
party too much) " Ihould have voices in the trial ? 
" Whether thofe who had been created Peers fince 
*^ the accufation was carried up, fhould be admitted 
^^ to be Judges ?" And laftly, '^ Whether the Com- 
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^^ moners, who wete to be prefent at the trial, fhould 
*^ lit uncovered ? and. Whether any members of the 
*^ Houfe of Commons fhould be examined at the trial 
*^ on the behalf of the Earl ?" who had fent a lift of 
names, and defired an order to that purpofe. 

After much debate it was agreed, " that the trial 
fhould be in Weftminfter-Hall, where feats ihould 
be built for the reception of the whole Houfe of 
Commons, which together with the Speaker ihould 
be prefent :" for they then forefaw, that they might 
be put to another kind of proceeding than that they 
pretended ; and (though with much ado) they con- 
fented to fit uncovered, left fuch a little circumftance 
might difturb the whole defign. 

For the profecution, they had no mind to truft the 
King*s Council ; who neither knew their fecret evi- 
dence, nor, being informed, were like to apply and 
prcfs it fo vigoroufly as the bufinefs would require : 
and therefore they appointed " that committee which 
** had prepared the charge, to give in the evidence, 
^^ and in the name of all the Commons of England to 
** profecute the impeachment.** 

For the Bilhops : after many bitter inveftives, and 
remembering the faults of particular perfons, and the 
canons which feemed to involve the whole body, 
with Iharpnefs and threats ; they took the cafe to be 
fo clear upon an old canon, (the only one they ac- 
knowledged for orthodox), that Clericus non debet Inter- 
ejfe fanguiniy that they were content " to refer that to 
•' the Houfe of Peers, as proper only for their deter- 
^* mination.** And this they did, not upon any con- 
fidence they had in the matter itfelf, whatever law, or 
reafon, or canon they pretended ; or in the Lords, 
the major part of whom, when any difference of opi- 
nion 
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uion was, always diflcntcd from their defigns : but 
that they had a trick of doing their buiincfs by inti- 
mation ; and had a fure friend amongft the Bifhops, 
who had promifed them feafonably to free them of 
that trouble. 

They would not truft their Lordfhips* own inclina- 
tions with the other point, of the new Barons, which 
they knew would be controverted ; but in plain terms 
demanded, •^ that no Peers, created fince the day upon 
^* which the Earl of Strafford was impeached of high 
** treafon, becaufe they were involved as Commoners 
** in the making that accufation, ihould fit as Judges 
*^ at his trial." 

For the Earl's demand, *^ of an order to examine 
** fome members on his behalf, upon matters of faft, 
^^ at his trial ;" after a long debate, they left it only 
in the power of the perfons themfelves who were no- 
minated, *' to be examined if they would" (not with- 
out fome fmart animadverfions, '^ that they fhould o 
** take heed what they did"), and refufed to enjoin 
them ; though the fame had been done at their defire, 
for the Lords of the Council ; but that was againft 
the Earl, and fo the lefs to be confidered. 

The Lords, in the abfence of the Lord Keeper, who 
was very fick, made choice of the Earl of Arundel to 
prefide and govern the Court ; being a perfon notori- 
oufly difafFefted to the Earl of Strafford. 

And for the great bufinefs of the Bifhops, they were 
faved the labour of giving any rule (which, it may be, 
would have troubled them) by the Bifliop of Lincoln's 
Handing up, and moving, on the behalf of himfclf 
and his brethren, ^^ that they might be excufed from 
•^ being prefent at the trial, being ecclefiaflical perfons, 
*^ and fo not to have their hands in blood ;" and fuch 
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other reafons^ as^ when they are examined^ will not be 
found of very great weight. 

This Bifhop had been, by feveral cenfures in the 
Star-Chamber, imprifoned in the Tower, where he re- 
mained till after the beginning of this Parliament, and 
was then fet at liberty upon the define of the Lords ; 
who knew him to be a mortal and irreconcileable 
enemy to the Archbilhop of Canterbury: and indeed 
he had always been a Puritan fo far, as to love none 
of the Biihops, and to have ufed many learned Church- 
men with great contempt and infolence ; and yet he 
left no way unpradkifed to aflure the King, ^^ that he 
would do great matters in Parliament for his fervice, if 
he might be at liberty." The next day after he came 
to the Houfe of Peers, the Lord Say made that fpeech, 
which he fince printed ; taking notice ** of fome im- 
" putations laid on him by the Archbilhop of Canter- 
*^ bury, that he Ihould be a fecftary ;" which nobody 
can doubt, that reads that fpeech : yet he had no 
fooncr done, than that Bifhop rofe, and made a large 
panegyric in his praife, and profefTed, ** that he al- 
" ways believed his Lordfhip to be as far from a fcc- 
*^ tary, as himfelf." And when he found the great de- 
lirc of the Houfe of Commons to be freed from the 
Biihops* votes in that trial, he never left terrifying 
them with the cenfure that hung over their heads for 
making the canons, till he perfuaded them to ingra- 
tiate themfelves, by dcliring to be excufed in that 
matter, before an order Ihould be made for their 
abfence. 

This example of the Biihops prevailed with fome 
Lords, who had been created fince the accufation, to 
quit their right of judging ; and amongft them, the 
Lord Littleton (who had been made a Baron upon 
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the delire of the Earl of Strafford^ for that only i-«U 
fon, that he profbfTed^ " If he were a Peer, he would 
'* (and indeed he could) do him notable fenrice") 
Was the firft who quitted his right to judge, becaufe 
he had been a Commoner when the accufation was 
firft brought up: but they who infilled upon their 
right (as the Lord Seymour, and others) and demanded 
the judgment of the Houfe, werci no more difturbed> 
but exercifed the fame power to the end, as any of 
the other Lords did ; and fo, no doUbt, might the 
Bifhops too, if they would : for, though there might 
be fome reafon for their abfence, when the trial was * 

according to law, before and by his Peers only ; yet^ 
when that judgment was Waved, and a bill of attaibder 
brought up againft him, their votes in that bill were as 
neceffary and efTential, as of any other of the Lords. 
And it may be, their unfeafonable, voluntary, unjuft 
quitting it then, made many men lefs folicitdus for 
the defence of their right afterwards. But of that in 
its place. 

All things beiilg thus prepared, and fettled; onthetriti 
Monday^ the twenty-fecond of March, the Earl bfMarehth«] 
Strafford was brought to the bar in Weftminfter- ""** '^^* 
Hall ; the Lords fitting in the middle of the Hall in 
their robes ; and the Commoners, and fome ftrangers 
of quality, with the Scottifli Comniiflloners^ and the 
Committee of Ireland^ on either fide ; there being st 
clofe box made at one endj at a very convenient 
diftance for hearings in which the Kiiig and Queen 
fate uritaken notice of : his Majeftyj out of kindnefs 
and curiofity, defiring to hear all that could be al« 
leged : of which, I believe, he afterwards repented 
himfelf i when ^^ his having been prefent at the trial** 
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was alleged and urged to him, as an argument for the 
palling the bill of attainder. 
Tht cKtfge After the Earl's charge was read, and an introduc- 
him. tion made by Mr. Pym, in which he called him the 
wicked Earl ; fome member of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, according to their parts alligned, being a 
lawyer, applied and prefled the evidence, with great 
licence and Iharpnefs of language; and, when the Earl 
had made his defence, replied withthefame liberty upon 
whatfoever he faid; taking all occafions of bitterly in- 
veighing againft his perfon : which reproachful way 
of carriage was looked upon with fo much approba- 
tion, that one of the managers (Mr. Palmer) loft all 
his credit and intereft with them, and never recovered 
it, for ufing a decency and modefty in his carriage 
and language towards him ; though the weight of his 
arguments prefled more upon the Earl, than all the 
noife of tlie reft. 

The trial lafted eighteen days ; in which, ^^ all the 
hafty or proud expreflions, or words, he had uttered 
at any time fince he was firft made a Privy Counfel- 
^* lor; all the adls of paflion or power that he had ex-* 
^* ercifed in Yorkfhire, from the time that he was firft 
*' Prefident there ; his engaging himfelf in projeAs 
^* in Ireland, as the fole making of flax, and felling 
*^ tobacco in that kingdom ; his billetting of foldiers, 
^* and exercifing of martial law there ; his extraordi- 
•^ nary way of proceeding againft the Lord Mount- 
" norris, and the Lord Chancellor Loftus ; his aflfum- 
** ing a power of judicature at the Council -Table, to 
" determine private interefts, and matter of inheri- 
" tance ; fome rigorous and extrajudicial determina- 
** tions in cafes of plantations ; fome high difcourfes 
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*^ at the Council-Table in Ireland ; fome cafual and 
** light difQourfes at his own table, and at public 
meetings ; and laftly, fome words fpoken in fecret 
council in this kingdom, after the diflblution of the 
^^ laft Parliament/' were urged and prefled againft him, 
to make good the general charge, of " an endeavour 
*^ to overthrow the fundamental government of the 
" kingdom, and to introduce an arbitrary power.'* 

The Earl behaved himfelf with great Ihew of hu- Hisdcfencc. 
mility and fubmiffion ; but yet, with fuch a kind of 
courage, as would Ipfe no advantage ; and, in truth, 
made his defence with all imaginable dexterity ; an- 
fwering this charge, and evading that, with all poffi- 
ble fkill and eloquence ; and though he knew not, 
till he came to the bar, upon what parts of his charge 
they would proceed againft him, or what evidence 
they would produce, he took very little time to recol- 
\e6k himfelf, and left nothing unfaid that might make 
for his own juftification. 

For the bufinefs of Ireland ; he complained much, 
that, by an order from the committee which pre- 
pared his charge s^ainft him, all his papers in that 
kingdom, by which he Ihould make his defence. 
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^^ were feized and taken from him; and, by virtue of 
*^ the fame order, all his goods, houfehold-ftufF, plate, 
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and tobacco (amounting, as he faid, to eighty thou- 
fand pounds) were likewife feized ; fo that he had 
not money to fublift in prifon : that all thofe Mi- 
*^ nifters of State in Ireland, who were moft privy to 
" the acfts for which he was queftioned, and fo could 
give the beft evidence and teftimony on his behalf, 
were imprifoned under the charge of treafon. Yet 
"iie averred, that he had behaved himfelf in that 
kingdom, according to the power and authority 
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^^ granted by his commiffion and . inftruAions, and 
*^ according to the rules and cuftoms obferved by 
former deputici and lieutenants. That the mono- 
polies of fiax and tobacco had been undertaken bj 
him for the good of that kingdom^ and benefit of 
'* his Majcfty : the former eftablifhing a moft bene- 
ficial trade and good hulbandry, not before prac- 
tifed there ; and the latter bringing a revenue of 
above forty tfaoufand pounds to the Crown^ and ad- 
" vancing trade, and bringing no damage to the fub- 
'* jeft. That billetting of foldiers'* (which was al- 
leged to be treafon, by a ftatute made in Ireland in the 
time of King Henry the Sixth) *' and the exercifing of 
martial law, had been always praftifed by the lieu- 
tenants and deputies of that kingdom ;'* which he 
proved by the teftimony and confeffion of the Earl of 
Cork, and the Lord Wilmot ; neither of which dc- 
fired to fay more for his behoof, than inevitably they 
muft. He faid, '^ the acft of Parliament mentioned, 
*' of Henry the Sixth, concerned not him ; it com- 
prehending only the inferior fubjefts, and making 
it penal to them to billet foldiers, not the deputy, 
•* or fupreme commander ; if it did, that it was rc- 
** pealed by Poyning*s aft, in the eleventh year of 
•^ Henry the Seventh : however, if it were not, and 
** that it were treafon ftill, it was treafon only in 
•^ Ireland, and not in England ; and therefore, that 
*^ he could not be tried here for it, but muft be tranf- 
" mitted thither." He faid, ** the Council-Table in 
Ireland had a large legal jurifdiftion, by the infti- 
tution and fundamental cuftoms of that kingdom 5 
*^ and had, in all times, determined matters of the 
** fame nature, which it had done in his time : and 
'' tlutt the proceedings there upon plantations ba4 
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^^ been with the advice of the Judges, upon a clear 
'* title of the Crown, and upon great reafon of State : 
'* and that the nature and difpoiition of that people 

required a fevere hand and ftridl reins to be held 

upon them, which being loofed, the Crown would 
*^ quickly feel the mifchief." 

For the feveral difcourfes, and words, wherewith 
he was charged ; he denied many, and explained and 
put a glofs upon others, by the reafons and circum- 
ftances of the debate. One particular, on which 
they much infifted, though it was fpoken twelve years 
before, " that he ihould fay in the public Hall in 
** York, that the little finger of the prerogative fhould 
** lie heavier upon them than the loins of the law,** 
he direftly inverted ; and proved, by two or three 
perfons of credit, " that he faid" (and the occafion 
made it probable, being upon the bufinefs of knight- 
hood, which was underftood to be a legal tax) " the 
** little finger of the law was heavier tlian the loins 
*^ of the prerogative ;** that impofition for knight- 
hood amounting to a much higher rate, than any 
zA of the prerogative which had been exercifed. 
" However,'* he faid, " he hoped no indifcretion, or 
*^ unlkilfulnefs, or paffion, or pride of words, would 
" amount to treafon ; and for mifdemeanours, h€ 
•* was ready to fubmit to their juftice." 

He made the leaft, that is, the worft excufe, for 
thofe two a6ls againft the Lord Mountnorris, and 
the Lord Chancellor ; which indeed were powerful 
uAs, and manifelled a nature excellively imperious ; 
and, no doubt, caufed a greater diflike and terror, in 
fober and difpaflionate perfons, than all that was al- 
leged againft him. A fervant of the EarFs, one 
Anneiley, (kinfniai) to Mountnorris)^ attending on his 
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L6rd during fome fit of the gout, (of which he often 
laboured), had by accident, or negligence, fufFered 
a ftool to fall upon the. Earl's foot ; enraged with 
the pain whereof, his Lordfhip with a fmall cane 
ftruck Annefley : this being merrily fpoken of at 
dinner, at a table where the Lord Mountnorris was, 
(I think, the Lord Chancellor's), he faid, " the gcn- 
" tleman had a brother that would not have taken 
** fuch a blow." This coming fome months after 
to the Deputy's hearing, he caufed a council of war 
to be called ; the Lord Mountnorris being an officer 
of the army ; where, upon an article " of moving 
" fedition, and ftirring up the foldiers againft the 
** General," he was charged with thofc words former- 
ly fpoken at the Lord Chancellor's table. What 
defence he made, I know not ; for he was fo fur- 
prifed, that he knew not what the matter was, when 
he was fummoned to that council : but the words 
being proved, he was deprived of his office (being 
then Vice-Treafurer) and his foot-company ; com- 
mitted to prifon ; fentenced ** to lofe his head." 
The office and company were immediately difpofed 
of, and he imprifoned, till the King fent him over a 
pardon, by which he was difcharged with his life; 
all the other parts of the fentence being fully exe- 
cuted. 

This feemed to all men a moft prodigious courfe of 
proceeding; that, in a time of full peace, a Peer of the 
kingdom and a Privy-Counfellor, for an unadvifed, 
paffionate, myfterious word, (for the expreffion wai 
capable of many interpretations), ihould be called be- 
fore a council of war, which could not reafonably 
be underftood to have then a jurifdi6lion over fuch 
perfpns, and in fuch cafes ; and, without any procefs, or 
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formality of defence, in two hours Ihould be deprived 
of his life and fortune : the injuftice whereof feemed 
the more formidable, for that the Lord Mountnorris 
was known, for fome time before, to Hand in great 
jealoufy and disfavour with the Earl : which made it 
looked on as a pure aft of revenge ; and gave all men 
warning, how they trufted themfelves in the territories 
where he commanded. 

The Earl difcharged himfclf of the rigour and fe- 
verity of the fentence, and laid it upon " the council 
" of war ; where he himfelf not only forbore to be 
*^ prefent, but would not fufFer his brother, who was 
an officer of the army, to ftay there :" he faid, " he 
had conjured the court to proceed without any re- 
fpecft of favour or kindnefs to himfelf ; and that, as 
*^ foon as he underftood the judgment of the council, 
** which was unanimous, he declared publicly, (as he 
** had likewife done before), that a hair of his head 
'^ Ihould not perifh ; and immediately wrote an ear- 
*^ neft letter to his Majefty, for the procuring his par- 
^^ don ; which was by his Majefty, upon his Lord- 
•^ Ihip's recommendation and mediation, granted ac- 
cordingly ; and thereupon the Lord Mountnorris 
was fet at liberty : though, it is true, he was, after 
his enlargement, not fufFered to come to England." 
He concluded, " that the Lord Mountnorris was an 
infolent perfon ; and that he took this courfe to 
humble him ; and that he would be very well con- 
'* tent, that the fame courfe might be taken to reform 
*^ him ; if the fame care might likewife be, that it 
'^ might prove no more to his prejudice, than the 
*' other had been to that Lord.*' 

But the ftanders by made another excufe for him : 
" The Lord Mountnorris was a man of great induftry, 
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** activity, and experience in the afiairs of Ireland ; 
"having raifed himfelf from ^ very private, mean 
*^ condition" (having been an inferior fervant to th« 
Lord Chichefter) " to the degree of a Vifcount, and a 
<^ Privy-Counfellor, and to a very ample revenue in 
^^ lands and offices ; and had always, by fervilc flat- 
^* tery and fordid application, wrought himfelf into 
^^ truft and jiearnefs with all deputies, at their firft cn- 
^' trance upon their charge, informing them of the 
*^ defeats and overfights of their predeceflbrs ; and, 
^* after the determination of their commands, and re- 
•* turn into England, informing the State here, and 
^' thofe enemies they ufually contrafted in that time, 
^^ of whatfoever they had done, or fufFered to be done, 
amifs; whereby they either fufFered difgrace, or 
damage, as foon as they were recalled from thofe 
^^ honours. In this manner he begun with his owij 
^' mafler, the Lord Chichefter ; and continued the 
* "^^ fame arts upon the Lord Grandifon, and the Lord 
^' Falkh^nd, who fucceeded ; and, upon that fcore, 
♦* procured admiilion and truft with the Earl of 
*' Strafford, upon his firft admiffion to that govern-? 
<* ment ; fo that thia dilemma feemed unqueftionable, 
" that either the Deputy of Ireland muft deftroy my 
" Lord Mountnorris, whilft he continued in his of- 
<' fice, or my Lord Mountporris muft deftroy the 
^' Deputy, as foon as his commiffion was determined.'* 
And upon this confideration, beiides that his no 
virtue made him unpitied, many looked with leis 
foncernednefs ypon that aft, than the matter itfelf 
defervcd. 

The cafe of the Lord Chancellor feemed, to com«> 
mon underftandings, an aft of lefs violence, becaufe 
\t concerned not life ; and h^d fome fhew of formal* 
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ity at leaft, if not rcgularit}^ in the proceeding; and that 
which was amifs in it took its growth from a nobler 
root than the other. The endeavour was, to compel 
the Lord Chancellor to fettle more of his land, and 
in another manner, upon his eldeft fon, than he had 
a mind to, and than he could legally be compelled 
to : this the Earl, upon a paper petition preferred to 
him by the wife of that fon, (a lady, for whom the 
£)arl had fo great a value and efleem, that it made 
his juftice the more fufpcdled), preffed, and in the 
end ordered him to do. The Chancellor refufed; 
was committed to prifon ; and Ihortly after, the 
Great Seal taken from him, which he had kept with 
great reputation of ability for the fpace of above 
twenty years. In the prefling this charge, many 
things of levity, as certain letters of great afFcftion 
und familiarity from the Earl to that lady, which 
were found in her cabinet after her death ; others of 
paflion, were expofed to the public view ; to pro- 
cure prejudice rather to his gravity and difcrction, 
than that they were in any degree material to the 
bufinefs. 

The Earl faid little more to it, than ^^ that he 
*' hoped, what pafHon foever, or what injuftice foever, 
** might be found in that proceeding, and fentence, 
*^ there would be no treafon : and that, for his part, 
** he had yet reafon to believe, what he had done 

was very juft ; fince it had been reviewed by his 

Majefty, and his Privy-Coiuicil here, upon an ap- 
'* peal from the Lord Vifcount Ely, (the degraded 
*^ Lord Chancellor), and upon a folemn Jicaring there, 
*^ which took up many days, it had received a con-* 
•^ firmation.'* 

But the truth is, that rather accufe4 the Earl of 

an 
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an exccfs of power, than abfolved him of injufticc ; for 
moft men, that weighed the whole matter, believed 
it to be a high ail of opprefiion, and not to be with- 
out a mixture of that policy, which was fpoken of be- 
fore in the cafe of the Lord Mountnorris : for the 
Chancellor, being a perfon of great experience, fubtil- 
ty, and prudence, had been always very fevcre to de- 
parted deputies ; and not over agreeable, nor in any 
degree fubmifs, to their full power ; and taking him- 
felf to be the fecond perfon in the kingdom, during 
the holding of his place, thought himfelf little lefi 
than equal to the firft, who could naturally hope but 
for a term of years in that fuperiority : neither had 
he ever before met with the leaft check, that might 
make him fufpedl a diminution of his authority, or 
intereft. 

That which was with moft folemnity and cxpcfta- 
tion alleged againft the Earl, as the hinge upon 
which the treafon was principally to hang, was a 
difcourfe of the Earl's in the Committee of State 
(which they called the Cabinet Council) upon the dif- 
folution of the former Parliament. Sir Harry Vane, 
the Secretary of State, gave in evidence, " That the 
King at that time calling that Committee to him, 
afked them, fince he failed of the affiftance and 
fupply expefted by fubfidies, what courfe he fhould 
now take ? that the Earl of Strafford anfwered, 
** Sir, you have now done your duty, and your fub- 
" jedls have failed in theirs ; and therefore you are 
" abfolved from the rules of government, and may 
*' fupply yourfelf by extraordinary ways ; you muft 
•^ profecute the war vigoroufly ; you have an army 
** in Ireland, with which you may reduce this king- 
'' dom." 

The 
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The Earl of Northumberland being examined, for 
the confirmation of this proof, remembered only, 
•* that the Earl had faid, You have done your duty, 
*^ and are now abfolved from the rules of govern- 
♦* ment ;" but not a word of the army in Ireland, or 
reducing this kingdom. The Lord Marquis Hamil- 
ton, the Lord Bilhop of London, and the Lord Cot- 
tington, being likewife examined, anfwered upon their 
oaths, ** that they heard none of thofe words fpoken 
*' by the Earl." And thefe were the only perfons pre- 
fent at that debate, fave only the Archbilhop of Can- 
terbury, and Secretary Windebank, neither of which 
could be examined, or would be believed. 

The Earl pofitively denied the words ; alleged 
^* much animofity to be in Sir Harry Vane towards 
** him ;" and obferved, *' that not one of the other , 
** witnefles, who were likewife prefent, and as like to 
** remember what was fpoken as the Secretary, heard 
** one word of the Irifh army, or reducing this king- 
^* dom : that, if he had fpoken thofe words, it could 
*^ not be underftood to be fpoken of England, but of 
** Scotland, of which the difcourfe was, and for which 
^^ that army was known to be raifed." He concluded, 
^^ that if the words were fpoken by him, which he ex- 
^* prefsly denied, they were not treafon ; and if they 
^* were treafon, that, by a ftatute made in Edward the 
** Sixth's time, one witnefs was not fufficient to prove 
** it, and that here was but one," 

Seventeen days being fpent in the whole progrcfs The Eari's 
of this trial; the Earl having defended himfelf withofhudc 
wonderful dexterity and ability, concluded, " that if *^""' 
^' the whole charge (in which he hoped he had given 
^' their Lordihips fatisfadlion of his loyalty and inte- 
f^ grity, how great foever his infirmities were) was 

^^ proved, 
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proved, that the whole made him not guilty of high 
" treafon ; and to that purpofe defired, that his 
** learned Council might be heard j'* and moft pathe- 
tically conjured their Lordihips^ •' that, for their own 
fakes, they would not, out of difpleafure or disfa« 
vour towards his perfon, create a precedent to the 
prejudice of the Peerage of England, and wound 
•* themfelves through his fides :" which was good 
counfel ; and hath been fince (though too late) ac* 
knowledged to be fo. 
His coun- The next day, his Council was heard in the fame 
as to mat. place to the matter of law. And here I cannot paff 
tewof Uw. i^y ^^ inftance of as great animolity, and indirect pro- 
fecution, in that circumftance of affigning him Coun- 
cil, as can be giv^n. After the Houfe of Peers had 
afligned him fuch Council as he defired, to affifi: him 
in matter of law, (which never was, or can juftly be 
denied to the moft fcandalous felon, the moft inhuman 
murtherer, or the moft infamous traitor)^ the Houfe of 
Commons, upon fome occafion, took notice of it with 
pafiion and diflike, fomewhat unficilfully, " that fuch 
•^ a thing fhould be done without their confent ;" 
which was no more, than that the judge Ihould be di- 
reeled by the profecutor, in what manner to proceed 
and determine : others, with much bitternefs, inveigh* 
ing againft ** the prcfumption of thofe lawyers, that 
•* durft be of counfel with a perfon accufed by them 
'* of high treafon;" and moving, " that they might be 
" fent for, and proceeded againft for that contempt 5** 
whereas, they were not only obliged to it, by the ho* 
nour and duty of their profeflion ; but had been pu» 
nifhable for refufing to fubmit to the Lords* orders. 
The matter was too grofs to receive any public order, 
and fo the debate ended ; but ferved (and no doubt 

that- 



€4 



OF THE REBELLION, 8cc. 349 

that was the intention) to let thofe Gentlemen know, 
how warily they were to demean themfelves, left the 
anger of that terrible congregation Ihould be kindled 
againft them. 

But truly I have not heard that it made any impref- Mr. Ltnc't 
lion upon thofe perfons; it did not, I am fure, upon fofitum?* 
Mr. Lane, who argued the matter of law for the Earl. 
The matters which were by him principally infifted 
on, and averred with fuch confidence as a man ufes 
who believes himfelf, were thefe : 

I. That by the wifdom and tendernefs of Parlia- 
ments, which knew that there could not be a great- 
er fnare for the fubjedl, than to leave the nature of 
*' treafon undefined and unlimited, all treafons \yere 
*' particularly mentioned and fet down in the ftatute 
of the 25 Edw. IIL Je Proditionibus. That nothing 
is treafon, but what is comprehended within that 
•* ftatute ; all treafons before that ftatute, as killing the 
.^* King's uncle, his nurfe, piracy, and divers others, 
'^ being reft rained and taken away by the declaration 
^ of that acft. And that no words or adtions, in any 
•• of the articles of the Earl of Strafford's charge, did 
♦* amount to treafon within that ftatute. 

2. " That by reafon of the ckufe in that ftatute, of 
•* declaring treafon in Parliament, divers anions were 
•' declared to be treafons in Parliament, in the time of 
•* King Richard the Second, to the great prejudice of 
^^ the fubjeft : it was therefore fpecially provided, 
^' and cnaded, by a ftatute in the fifft year of the 
** reign of King Henry the Fourth, chapter the tenth, 
** which is ftill in force, that nothing fhould be de- 
^< clared and adjudged treafon, but what was ordainec} 
** in that ftatute of the 25 Edw. III. by which ftatute, 
^* all power of declaring new treafons in Parliament 

•* was 
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^^ was taken away ; and that no precedent of any fach 
" declaration in Parliament can be Ihewcd lincc that 
time : all new treafons, made by an a6l of Parlia^ 
ment in the reign of King Henry the Eighth^ being 
by the ftatute of the firft year of Queen Mary, chap- 
ter the firft, taken away, and reftrained to the 25th 
Edw. HI. and that likewife by another ftatute of 
** the firft year of Queen Mary, chapter the tenth, all 
^^ trials of treafons ought to be according to the rules 
*' of the common law, and not otherwife. 

*^ 3, That the foundation, upon which the impeach- 
*' ment was framed, was erroneous ; for that (befides 
*' that it was confefled on all hands^ the laws of the 
*' kingdom were not fubverted) an endeavour to fub- 
^' vert the fundamental laws and ftatutes of the realm^ 
*^ by force attempted, is not treafon, being only made 
felony by the ftatute of the firft year of Queen 
Mary, chapter the twelfth; which is likewife ex- 
pired. That Cardinal Wolfey, in the thirty-third 
year of King Henry the Eighth, was indidled only 
^^ of a premunire, for an endeavour to bring in the 
** imperial laws into this kingdom. And that an en- 
*^ deavour, or intention, to levy war, was made treafon, 
only by a ftatute of the 13th Elizabeth, (a dme very 
inquifitive for treafon), which expired with her life. 
^* 4. Laftly, that if any thing was alleged againft 
*^ the Earl which might be penal to him, it was not 
" fufficiently and legally proved ; for that by the fta- 
^' tute of the firft year of King Edward the Sixth, 
chapter the twelfth, no man ought to be arraigned, 
indifted, or condemned, of any treafon, unlefs it be 
*^ upon the teftimony of two lawful and fufficient wit- 
" nefles, produced in the prefence of the party ac- 
^^ cufed ; unlefs the party confefs the fame : and if it 

"be 
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^^ be for words, within three months after the fame 
^* fpoken, if the party be within the kingdom : where- 
" as there was in this cafe only one witnefs, Sir Henry 
" Vane, and the words fpoken fix months before.'* 

The cafe being thus ftated on the EarFs behalf, the 
judgment of the Lords, in whom the fole power of 
judicature was conceived to be, was by all men ex- 
pelled; the Houfe of Commons having declared, 
" that they intended not to make any reply to the ar- 
*^ gument of law made by Mr. Lane, it being below. 
^ their dignity to contend with a private lawyer.'* 
Indeed they had a more convincing way to proceed 
by ; for the next day after that argument, Sir Arthur a bni of 
Hailerig, (brother-in-law to the Lord Brook), an ab-broHght' 
furd, bold man, brought up by Mr. Pym, and fo em- 15!^^* 
ployed by that party to make any attempt, preferred ^^^ ^ 
a bill in the Houfe of Commons, ^' for the attainder 
*^ of the Earl of Strafford of high treafon :" it being 
obferved, that by what the Earl had faid for himfelf 
in the matter of faft and in matter of prudence, of the 
confequence of fuch an extraordinary proceeding; 
and by what had been faid for him in the point of 
law ; moft fober men, who had been, and ftill were, 
full enough of diflike and pailion againfi: the Earl, 
were not at all fatisfied in the juftice of the impeach- 
ment, or in the manner of the profecution ; and 
therefore, that the Houfe of Peers, which confifted of 
near one hundred and twenty, befides the Bilhops, 
and of whom fourfcore had been conftantly attending 
the trial, were not like to take upon them the burthen 
of fuch a judgment as was expefted. 

The bill was received with wonderful alacrity, and 
immediately read the firft and the fecond time, and fo 
committed ; which was not ufual in Parliaments, ex- 

cept 
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cept In matters of great concernment and conyeniency 
in the particular ; or of little importance or moment 
in the general. Thofe who at firft confented, upon 
flight information, to his impeachment^ upon no other 
reafon, but (as hath been faid before) becaufe they 
were only to accufe^ and the Lords to judge, and fo 
thought to be troubled no more with it, being now as 
ready to judge, as they had been to accufe, finding 
fome new reafons to fatisfy themfelves, of which one 
was, " They had gone too«far to fit ftill, or retire." 

A day or two before the bill of attainder waJ 
brought into the Houfe of Commons, ther« was a 
very remarkable paflage, of which the pretence was, 
" to make one witnefs, with divers circumftances^ 
** as good as two ;" though I believe it was direded 
in truth to an end very foreign to that which was 
propofed. The words of the Earl of Strafford, by 
which, " his endeavour to alter the frame of Govern- 
** ment, and his intention to levy war,*' fhould prin- 
cipally appear, were proved fingly by Sir Henry 
Vane ; which had been often averred, and promifed, 
fhould be proved by feveral witnefTes ; and the law 
was clear, " that lefs than two witnefTes ought not to 
•* be received in cafe of treafon." 

To make this fingle tefiimony appear as fufficienc 
as if it had been confirmed by more, Mr, Pym in- 
formed the Houfe of Commons, " of the ground) 
** upon which he firfl: advifed that charge, and was 
" fatisfied that he fhould fufficiently prove it. That 
*^ fome months before the beginning of this Parlia- 
** ment, he had vilited young Sir Henry Vane, eldeft 
" fon to the Secretary, who was then newly recovered 
** from an ague ; that they being together, and con- 
'^ doling the fad condition of the kingdom, by reafon 

"of 
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^ of the many illegal taxes and preflures. Sir Harry 
" told him, if he would call upon him the next day, 
** he would Ihew him fomewhat that would give him 
*' much trouble, and inform him what counfels were 
** like to be followed to the ruin of the kingdom ; 
*' for that he had, in perufal of fome of his father's 
*^ papers, accidentally met with the refult of the Ca- 
** binet Council upon the diflblution of the laft Par- 
" liament, which comprehended the refolutions then 
** taken. 

The next day he ftiewed him a little paper of the 
Secretary's own writing; in which was contained the 
day of the month, and the refults of feveral difcourfes 
made by feveral Counfellors; with feveral hierogly- 
phics, which fufliciently exprefled the perfons by 
" whom thofe difcourfes were made. The matter was 
*^ of fo tranfcendent a nature, and the counfel fo pro- 
•' digious, with reference to the commonwealth, that 
•* he defired he might take a copy of it ; which the 
*^ young Gentleman would by no means confent to, 
^* fearing it might prove prejudicial to his father* 
" But when Mr. Pym informed him, that it was of 
*^ extreme confequence to the kingdom, and that a 
** time might probably come, when the dilcovery of 
*^ this might be a fovereign means to preferve both 
** Church and State, he was contented that Mr. Pym 
** fhould take a copy of it ; which he did, in the pre- 
** fence of Sir Henry Vane ; and having examined 
*^ it, together with him, delivered the original again 
*^ to Sir Henry. That he had carefully kept this 
** copy by him, without communicating the fame to 
•* any body, till the beginning of this Parliament, 
** wfcich was the time he conceived fit to make ufe 
*^ of it ; and that then, meeting with many other in- 
voL. !• A a ^^ Aances 
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" fiances of the Earl's ill difpofition to the kingdom^ 
" it fatisfied him to move whatfoever he had moved, 
" againft that great perfon." 

Having faid thus much, he read the paper in his 
hand ; in which the day of the month was fet down, 
and his Majeily to be prefent, and flating the quef- 
tion to be, " What was now to be done ? fince the 
" Parliament had refufed to give fubfidies for the 
*^ fupply of the war againft Scotland." There were 
then written two LUs and- a /over, and an /and an r, 
which was urged, *^ could fignify nothing but Lord 
" Lieutenant of Ireland ;" and the words written and 
applied to that name were, ^^ Abfolved from rules 
" of government ; — ^Profecute the war vigoroufly ;— 
*^ An army in Ireland to fubdue this kingdom — ;** 
which was urged, ** to comprehend the matter of the 
" Earl's fpeech and advice :" that paper by fradlions 
of words (without mentioning any formed fpeech) 
containing only the refults of the feveral Counfellors' 
advice. Before thofe letters which were ordered to 
lignify the Lieutenant of Ireland, were an A. B. C. G. 
which might be underftood to lignify, the Arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury his Grace ; and at thofe letters, 
fome ihort, Iharp expreflions againft Parliaments, 
and thereupon fierce advice to the King. Next in 
the paper, was an M with an r over, and an Ho, 
which were to be underftood for Marquis Hamilton, 
who was Mafter of the Horfe ; and the words an- 
nexed thereunto fcemed to be rough, but without a 
fupplement fignified nothing. Then there was an Z, 
an //, and an A^ which muft be interpreted Lord 
High Admiral, which was the Earl of Northumber-. 
land ; and from that hieroglyphic proceeded only a 
few words, which implied advice to the King, ^* to be 

" advifed 
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^advifed by his Parliament." Then there was Li 
Cott. (which would eafily be believed to fignify the 
Lord Cottington) with fome expreflions as iharp, as 
thofe applied to the Lieutenant of Ireland. 

When he had read this paper, he added ; '^ That 
though there was but one witnefs diredlly in the 
point, Sir Henry Vane the Secretary, whofe hand- 
writing that paper was, whereof this was a copy ; 
yet he conceived, thofe circumftances of his and 
young Sir Henry Vane's having feen thofe original 
refults, and being ready to fwear, that the paper read 
by him was a true copy of the other, might reafona* 
bly amount to the validity of another witnefs : and 
** that it was no wonder, that the other perfons men- 
^ tioned in that writing, who had given as bad counfel, 
'^ would not remember, for their own fakes, what had 
paiTed in that conference ; and that the Earl of North- 
umberland (who was the only good counfellor in 
the pack) had remembered fome of the words, of a 
high nature, though he had forgotten the other.'* 
When Mr. Pym had ended, young Sir Harry Vane 
rofe, in fome feeming diforder ; confeiled all that the 
other had faid ; and added, ^^ That his father being in 
" the north with the King the fummer before, had fent 
'• up his keys to his Secretary, then at Whitehall ; 
^ and had written to hinl (his fon) that he fhould 
^^ take from him thofe keys, which opened his boxes 
^^ where his writings and evidences of his land were, 
'^ to the end that he might caufe an aiTurance to be 
^- perfedled which concerned his wife ; and that he 
** having perufed thofe evidences, and difpatched 
** what depended thereupon, had the curiofity to fee 
*^ what was in a red velvet cabinet which ftood with 
^^ the other boxes ; and thereupon required the key 
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" of that cabinet from the Secretary, as if he ftill 
^^ wanted fomewhat towards the bufinefs his fathef 
*^ had diredled ; and fb having gotten that key, he 
'^ found, among other papers^ that mendoned by Mu 
"Pym, which made that impreffion in him, that he 
^^ thought himfelf bound in confcience to communi* 
" cate it to fome perfon of better judgment than him- 
*^ felf, who might be more able to prevent the mif-^ 
*^ chiefs that were threatened therein ; and fo (hewed 
*^ it to Mr. Pym ; and being confirmed by him, that 
*^ the feafonable difcovery thereof might do no lels 
*^ than preferve the kingdom, had confented that he 
** fhould take a copy thereof; which to his know- 
<' ledge he had faithfully done : and thereupon had 
^< laid the original in its proper place again, in the 
** fed velvet cabinet. He faid, he knew this difco- 
" very would prove little Icfs than his ruin in the 
'* good opinion of his father ; but having been in* 
'* duced by the tendernefs of his con&ienct tx)wirds 
'^ his common parent, his country, to trefpafs againft 
^^ his natural fathep, he hoped he ihduld find cam- 
" paffion from that Houfe, though he had little hopes 
^^ of pardon elfewhere." 

The fon no fooncr fate down, than the father (who, 
without any counterfeiting, had a natural af^)earanc6 
of flcrnnefs) rofe, with a pretty confufion, and (aid, 
** That the ground of his misfortune was now dif^ 
*^ covered to him ; that he had been much amazed, 
when he found himfelf prefTed by fuch interroga- 
tories, as made him fufpeft fome difcovery to be 
made, by fome perfon as converfant in the cotin"- 
*^ fels as himfelf : but he was now fatisfied to whoAi 
'^ he owed his misfortunes ; in which, he was fure, 
*^ the guilty perfcm ihould bear his ihare. That it 
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^ was true, being in the north with the King ; and 
that unfortunate fon of his having married a vir- 
tuous gentlewoman, (daughter to a worthy Member 
then prefent), to whom there was fomewhat in juf- 
tice and honour due, which was not fufficiently 
fettled ; he had fent his keys to his Secretary ; not 
well knowing in what box the material writings 
^^ lay ; and directed him to fufFer his fon to look 
" after thofe evidences which were neceijary : that 
*' by this occalion, it fcemed, thofe papers had been 
<* examined and perufed, which had begot much of 
^* this trouble. That for his part, after the fummons 
^ of this Parliament, and the King's return to Lon- 
*^ don, he had acquainted his Majefty, that he had 
^^ many papers remaining in his hands, of fuch tranf- 
^ acftions as were not like to be of further ufe ; and 
** therefore, if his Majefty pleafed, he would burn 
** them, left by any accident they might come into 
'^ hands that might make an ill ufe of them : to 
" which his Majefty confenting, he had burned 
^^ many ; and amongft them, the original refults of 
^* thofe debates, of which that which was read was 
*^ pretended to be a copy : that to the particulars he 
^^ could fay nothing more, than what he had upon his 
*^ exan^ination exprefled, which was exadlly true, and 
^^ he would not deny ; though by what he had heard 
^ that afternoon (with which he was furprifed and 
^^ amazed) he found himfelf in an ill condition upon 
^^ that teftimony/' 

This fcene was fo well acfted, with fuch paffion and 
geftures, between the father and the fon, that many 
fpeeches were made in commendation of the con- 
fcience, integrity, and merit of the young man, and a 
motion made, *^ that the father might be enjoined by 
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^* the Houfe to be friends with his fon :" but for 
fome time there was, in public, a great diilance ob- 
ferved between them. 

Many men wondef ed very much at the unneceifary 
relation of this ftory ; which would vifibly appear 
very ridiculous to the world, and could not but inevi- 
tably produce much fcandal and inconvenience to 
the father, and the fon ; who were too wife to be- 
lieve, that thofe circumftances would add any thing 
to the credit of the former fingle teftimony : neither 
was there ever after any mention of it in public, to 
move the judgment of thofe, who were concerned to 
be fatisfied in what they were to do : and therefore 
fome, who obferved the ftratagems ufed by that party 
to compafs their own private ends, believed that this 
occafion was taken to publiih thofe refults, only to 
give the Lord Cottington notice in what danger he 
was, that fo he might wifely quit his mafterfhip of 
the wards to the Lord Say ; who expeded it, and 
might be able, by that obligation, to protcA him 
from farther profecution : and fo that they meant to 
facrifice the reputation of the Secretary to the ambi- 
tion of the Lord Say. But without doubt (though 
this laft confideration was very powerful with them) 
the true reafon of the communication of this paifage 
was, that they found it would 1ft impoflible to con* 
ceal their having received the principal information 
from the Secretary, for their whole profecution ; by 
reafon fome of the Committee, who were intrufted to 
prepare the charge againft the Earl of Strafford, and 
confequently were privy to that fecret, were fallen 
from them ; at leall from their ends ; and therefore 
they thought fit to publifh this hiftory of the intelli- 
gence, that it might be rather imputed to the con- 
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fcience and curiofity of the fon, than to the malice 
of the father. 

The bill of attainder in few days pafTed theTh^'*" 
Houfe of Commons i though fome lawyers, of great Houfc of 
and known learning, declared, " that there was nOjnTw^Sys. 
ground or colour in law, to judge him guilty of 
high treafon :" and the Lord Digby (who had 
been, from the beginning, of that Committee for the 
profecution, and had much more prejudice than 
kindnefs to the Earl) in a very pathetical fpeech 
declared, " that he could not give his confent to 
" the bill;, not only, for that he was unfatisfied in 
'* the matter of law, but, for that he was more unfa* 
*' tisfied in the matter of fadl ; thofe words, upon 
which the impeachment was principally grounded, 
being fo far from being proved by two witnefles, 
*^ that he could not acknowledge it to be by one ; fince 
" he could not admit Sir Harry Vane to be a compe- 
tent witnefs, who being firil examined, denied that 
the Earl fpoke thofe words ; and at his fecond ex- 
amination, remembered fome ; and at his third, the 
^* reft of the words :" and thereupon related many cir- 
cumftances, and made many fharp obfervations upon 
what had paffed ; which none but one of the Commit- 
tee could have done : for which he was prefently af- 
ter queftioned in the Houfe; but made his defence fo 
well, and fo much to the difadvantage of thofe who 
were concerned, that from that time they profecuted 
him with an implacable rage and uncharitablenefs 
upon all occafions. The bill paffed with only fifty- 
nine diffenting voices, there being near two hundred 
in the Houfe ; and was immediately fent up to-the 
LK)rds, with this addition, *' that the Commons would 
♦* be ready the next day in Weftminfter-Hall, to give 
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** their Lordihips fatis&6lion in the matter of kw, 
" upon what had paifed at the trial/* 
Mr. Saint. The Earl was then again brought to the bar ; the 
^f^itin Lords fitting as before, in their robes ; and the Com- 
SdSJe^^'^ mons as they had done ; amongft them, Mr. Solici- 
i^>«i»- tor Saint-John, from his place, argued for the fpacc 
of near an hour the matter of law. Of the argument 
itfelf I ihall fay little, it being in print, and in many 
hands; I fhall only remember two notable propo- 
fitions, which are fufficient characters of the perfon 
and the time. Left what had been faid on the Earl's 
behalf, in point of law, and upon the want of proof, 
ihould have made any impreflion in their Liordfhips, 
he averred, ^*That, in that way of bill, private fatisfac- 
*^ rion to each man's confcience was fufficient, although 
^^ no evidence had been given in at all :" and as to the 
preffing the law, he faid, " It was true, we give law to 
** hares and deer, becaufe they are beafts of chafe ; 
'^ but it was never accounted either cruelty, or foul 
*^ play, to knock foxes and wolves on the head as they 
♦^ can be found, becaufe they are beafts of prey.'* In 
a word, the law and the humanity were alike ; the 
one being more fallacious, and the other more bar- 
barous, than in any age had been vented in fuch an 
auditory. 
The names The fame day, as a better argument to the Lords 
moncraTflfpc^di^y ^^ P^^^ the bill, the nine and fifty Members 
frora'thc ^^ ^^^ Houfc of Commons, who (as is faid before) 
bJii,cxpof- had diflented from that aft, had their names written 
the tide of in pieces of parchment or paper, under this fuper- 
fcription, Strafpordians, or enemies to their coun" 
try; and thofe papers fixed upon pofts, and other 
the moft vifible places about the city ; which was as 
great and deftruftive a violation of the privileges and 
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freedom of Parliament, as can be imagined : yet, be* 
ing complained of in the Houfe, not the leaft coun- 
tenance was given to the complaint, or the leaft care 
taken for the difcovery. 

The perfons, who had ftill the condu A of the de- 
iigns, began to find, that their friends abroad (of 
whofe help they had ftill great need, for the getting 
petitions to be brought to the Houfe ; and for all tu- 
multuous appearances in the city; and negociations 
with the Common Council) were not at all fatisfied 
with them, for their want of zeal in the matter of 
religion : and, though they had branded as many of 
the Bifhops, and others of the prelatical party, as 
had come in their way ; and received all petitions 
againft the Church with encouragement : yet, that 
there was nothing done, or vifibly in projection to be 
done, towards leftening their jurifdidlion ; or indulge 
ing any of that liberty to their weak brethren, which 
they had from the beginning expefted from them. 
Belides, the difcourfe of their ambition, and hopes of 
preferment at Court, was grown public, and raifed 
much jealoufy of them. 

But the truth is, they who had made in their hearts 
the moft deftruftive vows againft the Church, never 
durft communicate their bloody wilhes to their beft 
fiiends, whofe authority gave them their greateft credit. 
For befides that their own Clergy, whofe hands they 
produced in great numbers, to complain againft the 
innovations, which had (as they faid) been introduced ; 
and againft the ceremonies, which had been in conftant 
pnuSlice fince the Reformation, as well as before; were 
far from being of one mind in the matter or manner 
of what they wifhed fhould be altered ^ as appeared 
whenever they came before the Houfe, or a Commit- 
tee, 
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tec, when any of them were afked queftions they did 
not expeA ; there was lefs confent amongft their lay- 
friends, in eccleiiallical affairs, than amongft the other. 

The Earl of Bedford had no deiire that there ihould 
be any alteration in the Government of the Church ; 
and had always lived towards my Lord of Canterbury 
himfelf with all refpcft and reverence, and frequent- 
ly vifited and dined with him; fubfcribed liberally to 
the repair of St. Paul's Church, and feconded all 
pious imdertakings : though, it is true, he did not 
difcountenance notorioufly thofe of the Clergy who 
were unconformable. 

The Earl of Eflex was rather difpleafed with the 
perfon of the Archbifhop, and fome other Bifhops, 
than indevoted to the fundlion ; and towards fome of 
them he had great reverence and kindnefs, as Biih(^ 
Moreton, Bifhop Hall, and fome other of the leis 
formal and more popular Prelates : and he was as 
much devoted as any man to the Book of Common 
Prayer, and obliged all his fervants to be conftandy 
prefent with hinxat it; his houfehold Chaplain being 
always a moll conformable man, and a good fcholar. 

In truth, in the Houfe of Peers there were only at 
that time taken notice of, the Lords Say and Brooke, 
as politive enemies to the whole fabric of the Church, 
and to deiire a diffolution of that Government ; the 
Earl of Warwick himfelf having never difcovered 
any averfion to epifcopacy, and much profeffed the 
contrar}\ 

In the Houfe of Commons, though of the chief 
leaders, Nathaniel Fiennes, and young Sir Harry 
Vane, and Ihortly after Mr. Hambden (who had not 
before owned it) were believed to be for root and 
branch ; which grew Ihortly after a common exprcf* 
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lion, and difcovery of the feveral tempers : yet Mn 
Pj^m was not of that mind, nor Mr. HoUis, nor any 
of the northern men, or thofe lawyers who drove on 
moil furioufly with them ; all who were pleafed with 
the government itfelf of the Church, 

The firft delign that was entertained againft theAbjii 
Church; and which was received in the Houfe ofthcHouf* 
Commons with a vifible countenance and approba* mom to 
tion of many, who were neither of the fame principles t^eB?(SJs» 
nor purpofes ; was a fhort bill that was brought in, p^^J^^^^ 
^ to take away the Bifhops* votes in Parliament ; and 
** to leave them out in all commifRons of the peace, 
*^ or that had relation to any temporal affairs." This 
was contrived, with great deliberation and prepara- 
tion, to difpofe men to confent to it : and to this ma* 
ny of the Houfe of Peers were much difpofed ; and 
amongft them, none more than the Earl of Eflex, and 
all the popular Lords ; who obferved, " that they ' 
** feldom carried any thing which direftly oppofed 
^* the King's intereft, by reafon of the number of the 
^* Biihops, who, for the moft part, unanimoufly con- 
** curred againft it, and oppofed many of their other 
^^ defigns : and they believed that it could do the 
'^ Church no harm, by the Biihops having fewer di- 
♦* verfions from their fpiritual charges." 

In the Houfe of Commons, they ufed that, and 
other arguments, to remove the prejudice from it; 
and, as there were many who were perfuaded, that the 
pafiing that bill would be no prejudice ; and were as 
unwilling, that the Biihops fhould be Juftices of the 
peace, or in any other fecular commiilions, as the 
Lords were that they fhould fit with them : fo they 
prevailed with others, who heartily defired that there 
might be no fuch diminutio^ of their honour and au« 
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thority, by perfuading them, *' That there was fo great 
*^ a concurrence towards the paffing this bill ; and fo 
^^ great a combination throughout the nation againft 
*• the whole Government of the Church, and a refolu<» 
*^ tion to deftroy it abfolutely : in which the Scots 
•* were fo refolutely engaged, that they difcourfed in 
*^ all companies, that it was impolBble for a firm peace 
to be preferred between the nations, if Bifhops were 
not taken away ; and that the army would never 
'^ march out of the kingdom, till that were brou^t 
^* to pafs : but that if this bill were once paffed, a 
*' greater number in both Houfes would be fo well 
•' fatisfied, that the violenter party would be never 
•^ able to profecute their defigns." And this reafon 
did prevail over many men of excellent judgments, 
and unqueftionable afFecS^ions ; who did in truth at 
that time believe, ^^ that the pafling this a<5t was the 
*' only expedient to preferve the Church :'* infomucb, 
as when it was brought into the Houfe, it foimd a bet- 
ter reception than was expedled ; and fome men^ who, 
others thought, would have oppofed it, (poke on its 
behalf, expreffing their defire " that it might pafs,** 

There was a difference in opinion in this debate, 
between two perfons, who had been never known to 
differ in the Houfe, and the entire friendfhip they had 
for each other was very remarkable ; which admini- 
ftered much pleafure to very many who loved neither 
of them. When the bill was put to the queib'on, 
Mr. Hyde (who was from the beginning known to be 
an enemy to it) fpoke very earneftly " for the throw- 
" ing it out ;" faid, ^' It was changing the whole frame 
** and conftitution of the kingdom, and of the Par- 
*^ liament itfelf : that, from the time that Parliaments 
^< begun, there had never been one Parliament, where 

*^ the 
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*' the Bilhops were Aot part of it : that if they were 
•* taken out of the Houfe, there would be but two 
* eftates left ; for that they as the Clergy were the third 
^ eftate, and being taken away, there wa* nobody left 
" to reptefent the Clergy : which would introduce 
** another piece of injuftice, which no other part of 
'* the kingdom could complain of, who were all repre-* 
•* fented in Parliament, and were therefore bound to 
•* fubmlt to all that was ena<5^ed, becaufe it was upon 
•* the matter with their own confent : whereas, if the 
^ BiAiops were taken from fitting in the Houfc of 
'* Peers, there was nobody who could pretend to re* 
'* prefent the Clergy ; and yet they muft be bound 
" by their determinations." • 

When he had done, the Lord Falkland, who always 
£ite next to him, (which was fo much taken notice of^ 
that, if they came not into the Houfe together, as ufti- 
lUy they did, every body left the place for him that 
was abfent), fuddenly ftood up, and declared himfelf 
^* to be of another ojMnion ; and that, as he thought 
tlie thing itfelf to be abfolutely neceflary for the 
benefit of the Church, which was in fo great dan- 
** ger ; fo he had never beard, that the conftitution 
** of the kingdom would be violated by the pafEng 
•' that aft ; and that he had heard many of the Clergy 
^ proteft, that they could not acknowledge that they 
*• were reprefented by the Bilhopw. However we 
•* might prefume, that if they could make that appear, 
^ that they were a third eftate, that the Houfe of 
** Peers (amongft whom they fat, and had yet their 
"** votes) would rejeft it." And fo, with fome faceti* 
oufnefs, anfwering fome other particulars, concluded, 
^ for the palling the aft." 

The Houfe was fo mar\'elloufly delighted, to &e the 

two 
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two infeparable friends divided in fo important a point, 

that they could not contain from a kind of rejoicing ; 

and the more> becaufe they faw Mr. Hyde was much 

furprifed with the contradidtion ; as in truth he was ; 

having never difcovered the leaft inclination in the 

other towards fuch a compliance : and therefore they 

entertained an imagination and hope that they might 

work the Lord Falkland to a farther concurrence widi 

them. But they quickly found themfelves diiap- 

pointed i and that, as there was not the leaft interrupt 

tion of clofe friendfhip between the other two ; fo, 

when the fame argument came again into debate, 

about fix months after, the Lord Falkland changed 

his opinion, and gave them all the oppolition he could: 

nor was he referved in acknowledging, ^' that he had 

" been deceived, and by whom ;" and confeifed to 

his friends, with whom he would deal freely^ ^* that 

*^ Mr. Hambden had aiTured him, that if that bill 

'< might pafs, there would be nothing more attempted 

** to the prejudice of the Church :" which he thought, 

as the world then went, would be no ill compolition. 

This bill, for taking away the Bifhops' votes out of 
the Houfe of Peers, produced another difcovery, which 
caft the conduftors farther behind, than they were ad- 
vanced by their conqueft amongft the Commons ; and 
difquieted them much more, than the other Iiad ex- 
alted them. How currently foever it had palled in 
the lower Houfe ; when it was brought to the upper, 
the Lords gave it not fo gracious a reception as was 
expefted : many of the greateft men of that Houfe 
grew weary of the empire which the others had exer- 
cifed over them ; and fome, who had gone with them, 
upon their obfervation that they had worfe defigns 
than they owned, fell from them, and took the oppor- 
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tunity to difcover themfelves, upon the debate of this 
bill ; againft which they inveighed with great Iharp- 
nefs ; and blamed the Houfe of Commons, " for pre- 
fuming to meddle with an affair, that fo immediate* 
ly concerned themfelves : that if they might fend 
up a bill this day, at once to take out one whole 
** bench from the Houfe, as this would do the Bifhops^ 
** they might to-morrow fend another, to take away 
•• the Barons, or fome other degree of the Nobility :" 
with many more arguments, as the nature of the thing 
would cafily adminifter ; with fuch warmth and vi- 
gour as they had not before expreiled : infomuch as, 
though the other party, which had not hitherto been 
withfiood, fet up their reft upon the carrying it ; fup- 
plying their other arguments with that, ^^ How much 
•• the Houfe of Conunons, which beft knew the temper 
and expedlation of the nation, would refent their 
not concurring with them in a remedy they judged 
fo neceflary ; and what the confequence might be, 
*• of fuch a breach between the two Houfes, they 
^ trembled to think ; iince the kingdom had no hope 
of being preferved but by their union, and the ef- 
fects of their wifdom, in removing all things, and 
all pcrfons, out of the way, which were like to ob- 
** ftruA fuch a thorough reformation, as the kingdom 
*• needs and expefts," (all which had fo little efFeck, 
that) the Houfe could not be prevailed with, fo much The Houfo 
as to commit the bill, (a countenance they frequently rqca^ihtf 
give to bills they never intend to pafs) but at the fc-^"^* 
cond reading it, they utterly caft it out. 

This unexpected and unimagined atSt caft fuch a 
damp upon the fpirits of the governing party in both 
Houfes, that they knew not what to do : the mifchiefs 
,which were in yiew, by this difcovcry of the temper 
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6f the Houfe of Peers, had no bottom ; they were not 
now fure, that they ihould be able to carry any thing ; 
for the major part^ which threw out this bill, might 
crofs them in any thing they went about : beiides the 
influence it would have in the Houfe of Commons, 
aiid every where clfe ; for they knew very well, how 
tnany of their followers therefore followed them, bc- 
caufe they believed they would carry all before them. 
However, that their fpirits might not be thought 
to fail, they made hafte to proceed in all the angry 
and choleric things before them : to the trial of the 
Karl of Strafford ; impeaching feveral Bifhops for in* 
novations, and the like ; the Houfe of Commons be- 
ing very diligent to kindle thofe fires which might 
br^rfit ^^™^ ^he Peers : and that the Bifhops might fee how 
mto the little they had gotten, by obftrudling the other bill, 
Commons they prepared a very fhort bill, *^ for the utter eradi- 
waid Wr. " cation of Bifhops, Deans, and Chapters ; with all 
ixur^ting " Chancellors, Officials, and all Officers, and other 
D^M 'and " P^^^^s belonging to either of them :" which they 
chaptcn 5 prevailed with Sir Edward Deering, a man very oppo- 
fite to all their defigns, (but a man of levity and vani- 
ty 5 eafily flattered, by being commended), to prefcnt 
into the Houfe ; which he did from the gallery, with 
the two verfes in Ovid, the application whereof was 
his greatefl motive ; 

Cun3a fr'ms tentandajfed immedicahile vulnus 
Rnfs reddendum eft, ne pars Jincera trabatur. 
He took notice " of the great moderation and can- 
dour of the Houfe, in applying fo gentle a remedy, 
by the late bill, to retrench the exorbitances of the 
** Clergy : hoping that the pruning and taking off a 
*^ few unnecefTary branches from tlie trunk, the tree 
^^ might profper the better ; that this mortification 
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" might have mended their conftitution, and that 
•* they would have the more carefully intended their 
health : but that this foft remedy had proved fo in- 
effectual, that they were grown more obftinate and 
*^ incorrigible ; fo that it was now neceffary to put the 
•* axe to the root of the tree ;^' and thereupon defired, 
** that the bill might be read." 

As foon as the title of it was read, (which was al-* 
moft as long as the bill itfelf), it was moved with great 
warmth, " that the bill might not be read : that it was 
againft the cuftom and rule of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, that any private perfon ihould take upon him 
(without having firft obtained the leave and direc- 
tion of the Houfe) to bring in a new a<ft, fo much 
as to abrogate and aboliih any old iingle law ; apid 
therefore, that it was a wonderful prefumption in 
^ that Grentleman, without any communication of his 
purpofe, or fo much as a motion that he might do 
it, to bring in a bill, that overthrew and repealed fo 
** many adts of Parliament, and changed and con- 
** founded the whole frame of the government of the 
kingdom :" and therefore defired, ^^ that it might 
be rejefted." The Gentleman who brought it in 
made many excufes ^' for his ignorance in the cuf- 
** toms of Parliament, having never before ferved in 
** any ;" and acknowledged, " that he had never read 
•* more than the title of the bill ; and was prevailed 
** with by his neighbour who fate next to him (who was 
•^ Sir Arthur Haflerig) to deliver it ;'* which he faw 
would have been done by fomebody elfe. Though 
the rejedling it was earneftly urged by very many ; 
and ought, by the rules of the Houfe, to have been 
done ; yet, all the other people as violently preffed 
the reading it ; and none fo importunately, as Saint- 
TOL. I. B b Johp, 
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John> who was at this time the King's Solicitor (wh6 

in truth had drawn it) : he faid, " nobody could judge 

*^ of a bill by the title, which might be fklfe ; and 

*^ this bill, for ought any one knew to the contrary, 

at Ifcaft, for ought he and many others knew, might 

contain the eftabliihing the Bifhops, and granting 

** other immunities to the Church ; ihftead of purfu- 

*' ing the matter of the title :" and others, as ingeni- 

oufly declaring, " that our orders are in our own 

*^ power, and to be altered, or difpenfed with, as we 

^* fee caufe :" many out of curiofity deliring to heat 

it read ; and more to Ihew the Lords that they would 

not abate their mettle ; upon their declaring their plea- 

fure, the bill was at lafk read ; and no queftion being 

but laid by' put, upon the firft reading, it was laid by, and not 

Umc,* called upon in a long time after } many tnen being 

really perfuaded, that there was no intention to purfue 

it ; and that it wds only brought in, to manifeft a 

negleft towards the Lords. 

A vote The northern gentlemen, at lead they who were 

fh^Houfc i^oft a6live, and had moft credit, (as Hotham, and 

of a)in- Cholmely, and Stapleton), were marvelloufly folicitous 

againft the to difpatch the commitment of the bill " for taking 

Court of *^ . ° 

York. ** away the Court of York ;" and havitlg after great de-^ 
bate, and hearing what all parties interefted could offer, 
gotten the committee to vote, " That it was an illegal 
" commiffion, and very prejudicial to the liberty and 
the property of his Majefty*s fubjefts of thofe four 
northern counties, where that jurifdi<5lion was cxer- 
*^ cifed ;" they called upon Mr. Hyde (the Chairman) 
to make the report : and the Houfe having concurred 
in, and confirmed, the fame vote ; they appointed him 
^* to prepare himfelf to deliver the opinion of the 
" Houfe at a conference with the Houfe of Peers, and 

*'ta 






4< 






€€ 
€€ 



OF THE RtBELLION, &c. 371 

'^ to defire their concurrence in it ; and that they 
would thereupon be fuitors to the King, that there 
might be no more commiflions of that kind granted :" 
for they had a great apprcheofion, that cither upon 
the Earl of Strafford's refignation, or his death, (which 
they refolved Ihould be very fhortly), they (hould 
have a new Prefident put over them. 

Mr. Hyde, at the conference in the Painted Cham- a confe- 

, rencc with 

bcr, (being appointed by the Houfe to manage it),thcLord« j 
told the Lords, " that the four northern coimties were 
** fuitors to their Lordfhips, that they might not be 
diftinguilhed from the reft of his Majefty's fubjefts, 
in the adminiftration of his juftice, and receiving 
^* the fruits of it ; that they only were left to the ar- 
bitrary power of a Prefident and Gjuncil, which 
every day procured new authority and power to op- 
prefs them :" he told them, *' that till the thirty- 
*^ firft year of King Harry the Eighth, the adminiftra- 
'^ tion of juftice was the fame in the north, as in the 
^^ weft) or other parts of the realm ; that about that 
" time there was fome infurrecftion in that country, 
•* which produced great diforders and bloodfhed, 
'^ which fpread itfelf to the very borders of Scotland : 
** whereupon that King iffued out a commiilion to 
*^ the Archbilhop of York, and the principal gentle- 
*^ men of thofe counties, and fome learned lawyers, to 
^^ examine the grounds of all thofc diforders, and to 
** proceed againft the malefactors with all feverity, 
" according to the laws of the land.'* He read the 
firft commiilion to them ; which appeared to be no 
other, than a bare commifjion of Oyer and Terminer. 
** It was found that this commiflion did much good, 
^^ and therefore it was kept on foot for fome time Ion- 
*^ ger than fuch commiflions ufe to be ; and it was 

u"^ z '^ oftea 
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" often renewed after, but ftill in the fame fdrm, ot 
*' very little alteration, till Queen Elizabeth's time ; 
" and then there was an alteration in the comhiiffiofi 
** itfelf i befides that, it had reference to inftrudlions^ 
*^ which contained mattefs of State upon fome emcr- 
" gent occafions : there were more and greater altcr- 
^^ ations, both in the commiffion and inftru(5tions, in 
" the time of king James, when the Lord Scroop was 
^* Prelident ; and that, when the Lord Strafford was 
'^ firft made Prelident, they were more enlarged ; and 
*^ yet he had procured new additions to be made twice 
** after." The inftrudlions of the feveral times were 
read ; and the alterations obferved ; and fome prece- 
dents very pertinently urged ; in which it appeared, 
that great men had been very feverely fentenced, in 
iio lefs penalty than of a premunire, for procuring and 
executing fuch commiflions : and he concluded with 
deiiring the Lords to concur in the fame fenfe, the 
Houfe of Commons had expreffed themfelves to be 
•^ of, with reference to the commiffion and inftnic- 
'' tions." 
^*cS^^ The fpeech, and argument, met with good appro- 
jith the bation in both Houfcs ; where he got great credit by 
' it : and the Earl of Bath, who was to report it, and 
had no excellent or graceful pronunciation, came him- 
felf to Mr. Hyde, and " defired a copy of it, that he 
might not do him wrong in the Houfe, by the re- 
port;" and having received it, it was read in the 
Houfe, and by order entered, and the paper itfelf af- 
fixed toitheir Journal ; where it ftill remains -, and the 
Houfe of Peers fully concurred with the Commons in 
their vote : fo that there was not, in many years after, 
any attempt, or fo much as mention of another com- 
miffion. 

The 
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The i\orthcrn men were fo well pleafed, that they 
refolved to move the Houfe, " to give Mr. Hyde pub- 
^^ lie thanks for the fervice he had done the Houfe ;" 
but the principal leaders diverted them from it, by fay- 
ing, " that he had too much credit already, and needed 
** not fuch an addition^ as he behaved himfelf." How- 
ever, thofe northern men themfelves continued mar- 
veiloufly kind ; and on his behalf, on all occafions^ 
oppofed any combir^ation of the moft powerful of 
them againit him ; of which foipewhat will be faid 
Jbereafter. 

The oppofition in the Lords' Houfe, and the fre-r 
quent contradidlion in the Houfe of Commons, had 
allayed much of the fury which had fo much pre- 
vailed ; and all men impatiently defined that the ar^ 
mies might be difcharged ; when all men believed, 
better quarter would be ^cept : but no progrefs would 
be made towards that, till ti^ Earl of Strafford's buli- 
nefs could be difpatched ; the Scots being bound to 
gratify their Englilh friends in that particular, as if it 
were their own work. They who treated for the pro- 
motions at Court were folicitous to finiih that, as 
what would do all the reft : and the King was as poii- 
live, not to do any thing towards it, till he might fe-* 
cure the life of the Earl of Strafford ; which being 
done, he would do any thing. And the Earl of Bed- 
ford, who had in truth more authority with the vio- 
lent men than any body elfe^ laboured heartily to 
bring it to pafs. 

In the afternoon of the fame day (whei> the con- 
ference had been in the Painted Chamber upon the 
Court of York) Mr. Hyde going to a place called 
Piccadilly, (which was a fair houfe *for entertainment 
and gaming, with handfome gravel walks with ihade^ 
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and where were an upper and lower bowling-green, 
whither very many of the Nobility, and Gtentry of the 
bcft quality, reforted, both for exercife and converla- 
tion), as foon as ever he came into the ground, the 
Earl of Bedford came to him ; and after fome ihort 
compliments upon what had pafled in the morning, 
told him, *^ He was glad he was come thither, for there 
«< was a friend of his in the lower ground^ who needed 
** his counfel." He then lamented " the mifery the 
kingdom was like to fall into, by their own violence, 
and want of temper, in the profecution of their own 
happinefs.'* He faid, " This bufinefs concerning the 
'* Earl of Strafford was a rock, upon which we fhould 
all fplit, and that the paflion of the Parliament 
would defbroy the kingdom : that the King was 
ready to do all they could defire, if the life of the 
•^ Earl of Strafford might be fpared : that his Ma- 
jelly was fatisfied, that he had proceeded with, more 
paflion in many things, than he ought to have done, 
** by which he had rendered himfelf ufelefs to his fer- 
*' vice for the future ; and therefore he was well con- 
*' tent, that he might be made incapable of any em- 
" ployment for the time to come ; and that he fliould 
" be banifhed, or imprifoned for his life, as they 
** fhould choofe : that if they would take his death 
upon them, by their own judicatory, he would not 
interpofe any aft of his own confcience : but lince 
^^ they had declined that way, and meant to proceed 
*• by an aft of Parliament, to which he himfelf muft 
be a party, that it could not confift with his confci- 
ence, ever to give his royal afftnt to that aft ; be* 
caufe, having been prefent at the whole trial," (as 
he had been, in a box provided on purpofe, incognito, 
though confpicuous enough), <^ and heard all the tcf- 
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timony they had given againft him, he had heard no- 
thing proved, by which he could believe that he was 
a traitor, either in faft, or in intention: and therefore 
his Majefty did moft earneftly delire, that the twa 
** Houfes would not bring him a bill to pafs, which in 
'* confcience he could not, and would not confent to." 
The Earl continued ; " That though he yet was 
•^ fatisfied fo well in his own confcience, that he be- 
•* lieved he fhould have no fcruple in giving his own 
*' vote for the pafling it,'* (for it yet depended in the 
Lords' Houfe), " he knew not how the Kiag could 
** be prefled to do an aft fo contrary to his own con- 
*^ fcience ; and that, for his part, he took all the pains 
** he could to perfuade his friends to decline their 
** violent profecution, and to be content with the 
remedy propofed by the King ; which he thought 
might be rendered fo fecure, that there need remain 
no fears of that man's ever appearing again in bufi-* 
** nefs : and that how difficult a work foever he found 
*^ it to be, he ihould not defpair of it, if he could per- 
** fuade the Earl of Eflex to comply ; but that he 
•^ found him fo obftinate, that he could not in the 
^* leaft degree prevail with him ; that he had left his 
** brother, the Earl of Hertford, (who was that day 
^* made a Marquis), in the lower ground, walking with 
^^ him, who he knew would do all he could -, and he 
** defired Mr. Hyde to walk down into that place, and 
*• take his turn, to perfuade the ISarl of Eflex to what 
** was reafonable ;'* which he was very willing to do. 
He found the Marquis and the Earl walking there 
together, and no other perfons with them ; and as foon 
as they faw him, they both came to meet him ; and 
the Marquis, after a ihort falutation„ departed, and 
left the other two together j which he did putpofely. 
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The Earl begun merrily, in telling him, ^^ That he had 
*^ that morning performed a fervice, which he knew 
'^ he did not intend to do ; that by what he had faid 
** againft the Court of York, he had revived their in- 
^* dignation againft the Earl of Strafibrd ; fo that he 
*^ now hoped, they fhould proceed in their bill againft 
•^ him with vigour, {whereas they had flcpt fo long 
** upon it), which he faid was the efFedl, of which he 
•^ was fure he had no mind to be the caufe." Mr, 
Hyde confefled, ** he had indeed no fuch purpofe ; 
<* and hoped, that fomewhat he had faid might put 
** other thoughts into them, to proceed in another 
^^ manner upon his crimes : that he knew well, that 
*^ the caufe of their having flept fo long upon the bill, 
was their difagreement upon the point of treafon, 
which the longer they thought of, would adminifter 
«^ the more difficulties : but that, if they declined that, 
" they Ihould all agree, that there were crimes and 
*^ mifdemeanors evidently enough proved, to deferve 
'* fo fevere a cenfure, as would abfolutely take away 
^* all power from the Earl of Strafford, that might 
" prove dangerous to the kingdom ; or mifchievous 
'^ to any particular perfon, to whom he was not a 
** friend." 

He fhook his head, and anfwered, ^* Stone-dead 
^* hath no fellow : that if he were judged guilty in a 
*^ premunire, according to the precedents cited by 
'* him ; or fined in any other way ; and fentenced to 
^^ be imprifoned during his life j the King would pre- 
^* fently grant him his pardon, and his cftate, releafe 
*^ all fines, and would likewife give him his liberty, as 
^* foon as he had a mind to receive his fervice ; which 
*• would be as foon as the Parliament fhould be ended/* 
And when Mr, Hyde was ready to reply to him, the 
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Earl told him fiimiliarly, *^ that he had been tired 
** that afternoon upon that argument, and therefore 
" dcfircd him to continue the difcourfe no longer 
•^ then ; affuring him, he would be ready to confer 
** with him upon it at any other time." 

Shortly after, Mr. Hyde took another opportunity 
to fpeak freely with him again concerning it, but 
found him upon his guard ; and though he heard all 
the other would fay, witli great patience, yet he did 
not at all enlarge in his anfwers, but feemed fixed in 
his refolution ; and when he was prefled, " how un* 
** juftifiable a thing it was, for any man to do any 
^ thing which his confcience informed him was fin- 
^ fill ; that he knew him fo well, that if he were not 
*^ fatisfied in his own confcience, of the guilt of the 
** Earl of Strafford, the King could never be able to 
•^ oblige him to give his vote for that bill; and there- 
*' ft)re he wondered, how he covdd urge the King to 
^* do an a6l which he declared to be fo much againft 
** his confcience, that he neither could, nor would, 
«* ever give his royal aflcnt to that bill ;" the Earl 
anfwered more at large, and with fome commotion, 
(as if he were in truth poiTeffed with that opinion 
faimfelf ), " That the King was obliged in confcience 
*< to conform himfelf, and his own underftanding, to 
** the advice and confcience of his Parliament :** which 
was a dodirine newly refolved by their divines, and 
of great ufe to them for the purfuing their fixture 
counfels. 

Notwithftanding all this, the bill bad not that 
warm reception in the Houfe of Peers, that was ex- 
pedled ; but, after the firft reading, refted many 
days ; and being then read the fecond time, depended 
long at the 'Committee ; few men believing, upon 
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confideration of the ^eftions and parts of the feveral 
Lords, that of the fourfcore, who were prefent at the 
trial, above twenty would ever have confented to 
that B,6k : beiides, it was not believed, now the formal 
trial and way of judicature was waved, the Biihops 
would fo ftupidly (to fay no worfe) exclude themfelves 
from voting in a law which was to be an a£l of Par- 
liament. 
Two accu But there happened about that time two accidents, 
contributed which (though not then, or it may be iince, taken 
ward^ ^. notice of, as of any moment or relation to that bufi- 
i"^l!ft the ^^^^^ contributed ftrangely to the pafling that bill; 
Eari of and fo to the fate of that great pcrfon. The firft, a 
difcovery of fome meetings and difcourfes, between 
fome perfons of near relation to his Majefly's fervice, 
and fome officers of the army, about the high pro- 
ceedings of the Parliament ; and of fome expedients, 
that might reduce them to a better temper; which 
were no fooner intimated to fome of the great ma- 
nagers, than the whole was formed and ihaped into 
*^ a formidable and bloody defign againft the Parlia- 
** ment/* The fecond, the fudden death of the Earl 
of Bedford. Of both which it will be neceflary to 
fay fomewhat ; that it may be obferved, from how 
little accidents, and fmall circumftances, by the art 
and induftry of thofe men, the greateft matters have 
flowed, towards the confufion we have fince labouredl 
under. 
The firft, a Some principal officers of the army, who were 

difcovery of 

fome cor- members of the Houfe of Commons, and had been 
dencwbc- carcflcd, both before and after the beginning of the 
Swtand Parliament, by the moft popular agents of both 
d™i Sffi^' Houfes ; and had in truth contributed more to their 
cc« of the defigns, than wajs agreeable to their duty, and the 
my. truft 
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tnift repofed in them by the King ; fb^nd themfelves 
now not fo particularly confidered as they expedled, 
by that party ; and their credit in other places, and 
particularly in the army, to be leflened : for that 
there was vifibly much more care taken for the fupply 
of the Scottilh army, than of the King's ; infomuch, 
that fometimes money that was afligned and paid for 
the ufe of the King's army, was again taken away, and 
difpofed to the other ; and yet, that the Parliament 
much prefumed, and depended, upon their intereft in, 
and power to difpofe, the afFeftions of that army. 

Therefore, to redeem what had been done amifs, 
and to ingratiate themfelves in his Majefty's favour, 
they bethought themfelves how to difpofe, or at leaft 
to pretend that they would difpofe, the army to fome 
fuch expreflions of duty and loyalty towards the King, 
as might take away all hope from other men, that it 
might be applied tp his diifervice : and to that pur- 
pofe, they had conference, and communication, with 
fome fervants of a more immediate tnift and rela- 
tion to both their Majefties ; through whom they 
might convey their intentions and devotions to the 
King, and again receive his royal pleafure, and di- 
red^ion, how they Ihould demean themfelves. For 
ought I could ever obferve, by what was afterwards 
reported in the Houfe of Commons ; or could learn 
from thofe who were moft converfant with all the fe- 

* 

crets of that defign -, there was never the leaft inten- 
tion of working farther upon the afFe<5lions of the 
army, than to prefcrve them from being corrupted, 
or made ufe of, for the impoling unjuft and unreafon-* 
able things upon the King: and all that the King 
ever fo much as confented fhould be done by them, 
waS; that as moft counties in £ngland, or rather, the 
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factious and fedltious perfons in mod counties^ had 
been induced to frame and fubfcribe petitions to the 
Parliament, againft the eftablifhed government of 
the Church, with other claufes, fcaodalous to the go- 
vernment of the State too ; fo the officers of the ar- 
my too ihould fubfcribe this following petition; 
which was brought ingrofTed to his Majefty for his 
upprobation, before they would prefiune to recom« 
piend it to any for their fubfcription. 

SSlJiStend -^^ ^^ King's rnqft excellent Majejly ; the Lords Spirit 
edtobefub- ttial and Temporal \ the Knights y Citizens y and Bur^ 
fhcoffioen. g^Jf^s^ now ajfembled in the High Court of Tarlia^ 
ment. 

f* The humble petition of the Officers and Soldiery 
*^ of the army, 

*' Humbly fheweth. That although our wants have 
f^ been very preffing, and the burthen we arc become 
•^ unto thefe parts (by reafon of thofe wants) very 
grievous unto us ; yet fo have we demeaned our-r 
felves, that your Majefl:y*s great and weighty afiain, 
^^ in this prefent Parliament, have hitherto received no 
interruption, by any complaint, either from us, or 
againft us ; a temper not ufual in armies ; efpecially 
in one deftitute not only of pay, but alfo of martial 
difciplioe, and many of its principal officers ; that 
we cannot but attribute it to a particular bleffing of 
Almighty God, on our moft hearty affixations and 
zeal to the common good, in the happy fuccefs of 
*^ this Parliament ; to which, as we fliould have been 
" ready hourly to contribute our deareft blood, fo now 
•^ that it hath pleafed God to manifeft his bleffing fo 
^* evidently therein, we cannot but acknowledge it with 

" thank- 
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^ thankfulnefs ; as likewife his great mercy, in that he 
•* hath inclined your Majefty*s royal heart fo to co- 
operate with the wifdom of the -Parliament, as to 
efFedl fo great and happy a reformation upon the 
former diftempers of this Church and Common- 
•« wealth : as firft, in your Majefty*s gracious conde* 
" fcending to the many important demands of our 
•* neighbours of the Scottifli nation ; fecondly, in 
*' granting fo free a courfe of juftice againft all delin-* 
** quents of what quality foever ; thirdly^ in the re- 
^^ moval of all thofe grievances, wherewith the fiib- 
*^ jeds did conceive either their liberty of perfons, 
•* property, or eftate, or freedom of confcience, pre- 
'* judiced ; and laftly, in the greateft pledge of fecu- 
** rity that ever the fubjeAs of England received from 
** their Sovereign, the bill of Triennial Parliament. 

*' Thefe things fo gracioufly accorded unto by youf 
^ Majefty, without bargain or compenfation, as they 
•* are more than expedtation or hope could extend 
** unto, fo now certainly they are fuch, as all loyal 
«* hearts ought to acquiefce in with thankfulnefs ; 
** which we do with all humility, and do at this time, 
*^ with as much earneftnefs as any, pray, and wifli^ 
^* that the kingdom may be fettled in peace and 
«* quietnefs, and that all men may, at their own homes, 
*' enjoy the bleflcd fruits of your wifdom and juf- 
«* tice. 

** But it may pleafe your excellent Majefty, and 
•« this high Court of Parliament, to give us leave, 
*' with grief and anguifh of heart, to reprefent unto 
** you, that we hear that there are certain perfons ftir- 
*^ ring and pragmatical, who, inftead of rendering 
*' glory to God, thanks to your Majefty, and acknow- 
«< ledgment to the Parliament, remain yet as unfatif- 
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'^ fied and mutinous as ever ; who, whilft all the fcft 
of the kingdom are arrived even beyond their 
wiflies^ are daily forging new and unfealbnable de- 
" mands ; who> whilft all naeh of reafon, loyalty^ 
^* and moderation, are thinkihg how they may pro- 
^* vide for yoUr Majefty's honour and plenty^ in re- 
^^ turn of fo many graces to the fubjedj are ftill at- 
^^ tempting new diminutions of your Majcfty's juft 
" regalities, which muft ever be no lefs dear to all 
^ honeft men than our own freedoms ; in fine, men 
" of fiich turbulent fpirits, as are ready to Ctuin^ 
^ fice the honour and welfare of the whole kingdom 
^^ to their private fancies, whom nothing elfe than a 
^^ fubverfion of the whole frame of government will 
^^ fatisfy : far be it from our thoughts to believe, that 
'^ the violence and unreafonablenefs of fuch kind of 
^^ perfons can have any influence upon the prudence 
and juftice of the Parliament. But that which be- 
gets the trouble and difquiet of our loyal hearts, at 
this prefent, is, that we hear thofe ill-afFedled per* 
" fons are backed in their violence by the multitude 
^^ and the power of railing tumults ; that thoufands 
*^ flock at their call, and befet the Parliament, and 
*' Whitehall itfelf ; not only to the prejudice of that 
" freedom which is neceflTary to great councils and 
^* judicatories, but poflibly to fome perfonal danger 
" of your facred Majefty, and the Peers, 

" The vaft confequence of thefe perfons' malignity, 
" and of the licentioufnefs of thofe multitudes that 
" follow them, confidered, in moft deep care and zea- 
lous afFeftion for the fafety of your facred Majefty, 
and the Parliament ; our humble petition is, that in 
" your wifdom you would be pleafed to remove fuch 
^^ dangers, by punilhing the ringleaders of thefe tu- 
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^ mults, that your Majefty and the Parliament may be 
" fecured from fuch infolencies hereafter. For the 
*• fuppreffing of which, in all humility we offer our* 
felves to wait upon you (if you pleafe), hoping we 
ihall appear as conliderable in the way of defence, 
to our gracious Sovereign, the Parliament^ our reli- 
gion, and the eflablifhed laws of the kingdom, as 
what number foever fliall audacioufly prefume to 
violate them : fo Ihall we, by the wifdom of your 
Majefty and the Parliament, not only be vindicated 
^^ from precedent innovations, but be fecured from the 
*^ future, that are threatened, and likely to produce 
•* more dangerous efFefts than the former. 
** And we Ihall pray, &c." 

His Majefty having read this petition, and conceiv- Tht true 
ing that the authority of the army might feem of asfeacon- 
great importance for the good reception of fo muchSJ^'^fo. 
reafon and juftice, as the fubfcription of a rabble had ^^^^ 
been alleged often to be, for the countenance of 
what in truth was mutinous knd feditious, faid, ^^ that 
he approved well enough of it, and was content 
that it might be fubfcribed by the officers of the 
army, if they delired it." The officer, who pre- 
fented the draught to his Majefty, told him, ^^ that 
very few of the army had yet feen it : and that it 
would be a great countenance to it, if, when it was 
*' carried to the principal officers who were firft to 
*^ fign it, any evidence might be given to them, that 
*^ it had paffed his Majefty's approbation ; otherwife 
** they might poffibly make fcruple for fear of offend- 
** ing him." Thereupon his Majefty took a pen, and 
writ at the bottom of the petition C. R. as a token that 
he had perufed and allowed it : and fo the petition was 
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carried dowii into the countty where the army lay, and 
l^as figned by fome officers ; but was fuddenly quafh^ 
td, and no more heard of, till in the difcovery of the 
pretended plot : df which more in its place. 

The meetings continuing, between thofe officers of 
the army and fome fervants of his Majeffy*s, to the 
ends aforefaid ; others of the army, who had exprefled 
Very brilk refolutions towards the fervice, and were of 
eminent command and authority with the foldi^rs, 
were by fpecial direction introduced into thofe coun- 
cils (all perfohs obliging themfelves by an oath of fe- 
crecy, not to communicate any thing that Ihoiild pais 
amongft them) for the better executing what fhould 
be agreed. 

At the firft meeting, one of the perfons that was fo 
introduced, after he had heard the calm propofidons 
bf the reft, and that *^ their deiigd was, only to ob- 
ferve and defend the laws, that neither the arguments 
of the Scots, nor the reputation of their army, might 
compel the Kiiig to confent to the alteration of the 
government of the Churchy nor to remove the 
** Biihops out of the Houfe of I'eers, which would, 
^^ in a great degree, produce an alteration ; or the 
power of any difcontented perfons, by their tumul- 
tuary petitions, impofe upon, or diminifh, the juft 
legal power of the King," told them, " Thofe refo- 
lutions would produce very little efFedls for his Ma- 
jefty's fervice ; that there was but one way to do 
** his Majefty notable fervice, which was by bringing 
up the army prefently to London, which would fo 
awe the Parliament, that they would do any thing 
the King commanded." There was not (as I have 
been credibly informed) a man in the company, that 
did not perfectly abhor (or feemed fo to do) that 
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odious propofition ; but contented themfclves with 
making fuch obje<5):ions againil it, as rendered it ridi- 
culous and unpradlicable : and fo the meeting, for 
that time, difTolved. 

Whether the perfon that propofed this defperate 
advice, did it only as a bait, to draw an opinion from 
other men, (for he had a perfeA diilike and malice to 
fome of the company), or whether the difdain to fee 
his counfel rejected, and the fear that it might be dif-^ 
covered to his difadvantage, wrought upon him, I 
know not ; but the fame, or the next day, he difco- 
vered all, and more than had paffed, to fome of thofe 
who feemed to take moft care for the public ; inti-^ 
mated to them, ** how he was ftartled with the horror 
** of the defign, and how faithfully he refolved to 
« ferve the commonwealth, or to lofe his life in the 
** attempt :" yet at the (ame time acfted his part at 
Court, with all poflible demonftration of abhorring the 
proceedings of the Parliament, to that degree, that he 
offered " to undertake, with a crew of officers and 
•* good fellows, (who, he faid, were at his difpofal), 
•« to refcue the Earl of Strafford from the Lieutenant 
** of the Tower, as he ihould bring him to his trial, 
** and fo to enable him to make an efcape into foreign 
** parts." 

The difcovery being thus made, to the Earl of Bed-^ 
ford, the Lord Say, and the Lord Kimbolton, and, no 
doubt, by them communicated to their chief afToci- 
ates ; as dangerous as the defign was afterwards al- 
leged to be, it was not publifhed in three months after 
to the Houfes, againfi: whom the defign was intended ; 
nor till long after the death of the Earl of Bedford : 
who, no doubt, rather defired to bind up thofe wounds 
which were made, than to make them wider, by enter- 
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taining new jealoufies between King and people ; and 
would not confent to the extending and extorting 
conclufions, which did not naturally flow from the 
premifes ; without which, this fo ufeful a treafon to 
them could not have been made up. 

But as they thought not fit (as I faid before) to 
publilh this whole difcovery till near three months 
after, fo they made extraordinary ufe of it by parts, 
from the inftant that they received the fecret; it bemg 
always their cuftom, when they found the heat and 
diftemper of the Houfe (which they endeavoured to 
keep up, by the fharp mention and remembrance of 
former grievances and preflures) in any degree allayed, 
by fome gracious aA, or gracious profeffion of the 
King's, to warm and inflame them again with a difco- 
very,. or promife of a difcovery, of fome notable plot 
and confpiracy againfl: themfelves, *^ to diflfolvc the 
" Parliament by the Papifts ;" or fome other way, in 
which they would be fure that fomewhat always fliould 
refleft upon the Court. Thus they were fometimes 
informing ** of great multitudes of Papifls gathering 
" together inLancaftiire ;" then " of fecret meetings in 
" caves, and under ground in Surrey ; letters from be- 
^ yond fea, of great provifions of arms making there 
•* for the Catholics of England ;'* and the like ; which 
upon examination always vaniflied : but for the time 
(and they were always applied in ufeful articles of 
time) ferved to tranfport common minds with fears 
and apprehenfions, and fo induced them to comply in 
fenfe with thofe, who were like fooneft to find reme- 
dies for thofe difeafes which none but themfelves 
could difcover. And in this progrefs there fometimes 
happened flrange accidents for the confirmation of 
their credit. 

Whilft 
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Whilft they were full of clamour againft the Papifts, 
upon the inftances of fome infolences and indifcre- 
tions committed by them, during the late intervals of 
Parliament, (and mentioned before), efpecially upon a 
great alacrity exprefled, and contribution raifing, the 
year before, for advancing the war with Scotland ; an . 
order was made, " that the Juftices of peace of Weft- 
** minfter fliould carefully examine, what ftrangers 
** were lodged within their jurifdicftion ; and that they 
*^ Ihould adminifter the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 

macy to all fufpefted for recufancy, and proceed 

according to thofe ftatutes." An afternoon being 
appointed for that fervice, in Weftminfter-Hall, and 
many perfons warned to appear there, amongft the reft 

one James, a Papift, appeared, and being prefled 

by Mr. Hayward, a Juftice of peace, to take the oaths, 
fuddenly drew out his knife, and ftabbed him ; with 
fome reproachful words, " for perfecuting poor Ca- 
*' tholics." This ftrange, unheard-of outrage, upon 
the perfon of a minifter of juftice executing his of- 
fice by an order of Parliament, ftartled all men ; the 
old man finking with the hurt, though he died not of 
it. And though, for ought I could ever hear, it pro*- 
ceeded only from the rage of a fullen varlet (formerly 
fufpeded to be crazed in his underftanding) without 
the leaft confederacy or combination with any other ; 
yet it was a great countenance to thofe, who were be- 
fore thought over apprehenfive and inquifitive into 
dangers ; and made many believe it rather a defign of 
all the Papifts of England, than a defpecate adt of 
one man, who could never have been induced to it, if 
he had not been promifed afliftance by the reft. 

The difcovery of the plot concerning the arniy 

c c a being 
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l!idj^!>f*^t ^^^S ^^^^ about the middle of April, which was the 
intheHoufcend of the Earl of Strafford's trial, they for the pre- 

of Com ^ J * 

mons. ' fent made no farther ufe of it than might contribute 
to their ends in that buiinefs; referring the reft (as 
was faid before) to be applied in more neceflary fea- 
fons : therefore, about the time that the bill of attain- 
der was preferred^ that no interpofition from the Court 
might difcountenance or hinder tliat great work, Mr« 
Pym one day informed the Houfe of Commons, <^ that 
'^ he had great caufe to fear, there was at that time as 
<* defperate a defign and confpiracy againft the Parlia^ 
*^ ment, as had been in any age ; and he was in doubt, 
'^ perfons of great quality and credit at Court had 
<* their hands in it : that feveral officers had been 
^' treated with in London to raife men, under pre- 
tence that they fhould go to Portugal ; but that the 
Portugal Ambaflador being conferred with about it, 
profelfed that he knew nothing of it ; and that no 
perfon had any authority or promife from him to 
that purpofe :** (and it is true, there had been fome 
idle difcourfes in a tavern between fome officers, about 
railing men for Portugal, which was immediately car- 
ried to Mr. Pym ; as all tavern and ordinary difcourfes 
were :) " that, for the prefent, he might not acquaint 
^* them with all particulars, which might hinder their 
^^ further difcoverjr ; only defired, that a meffage 
" might be fent to the Lords, to delire them to ap- 
'* point a committee to examine fuch witneffes as 
" fhould be produced, for the difcovery of a plot 
** againft the Parliament ; and that in the mean time 
they would join in a meffage to the King, to delire 
his Majefty that he would not, for fome few days, 
** grant any pafs to any of his fervants to go beyond the 

«« feas ; 
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•• fcas ; faying, that he believed fome men's confci- 
" ences would tempt them to make an efcape, when 
** they heard of this examination/' 

Such a committee was appointed to examine, and 
fuch a meffage fent to his Majefly, as was defired. 
But in the mean time, fome perfons who had been at 
the tavern, and talked of raiting men for Portugal ; 
and others who had been at the conference before 
mentioned, where the proportion was for bringing up 
the army ; finding that what had paiTed fo privately, 
and amongft themfelves, had been difcovered, and 
was like to pafs a very fevere inquifition, from them 
who made gloffes and comments as they pleafed, upon 
what other men fpoke or did ; and j(iot knowing how 
much more than the truth had been informed, or 
what interpretation Ihould be made of that which was 
the truth ; refolved not to truft themfelves with fuch 
judges, (whofe formality was firft to imprifon, and af- 
ter, at their leifure, to examine), and fo fled into 
France. 

This was no fooner known and publiihed, than it 
gave great credit and reputation to Mr. Pym's vigi- 
lancy and adlivity ; for it now appeared, there was 
fome notable mifchief intended, upon the difcovery 
whereof, fuch eminent men were fled. And in this 
diforder and trouble of mind, men fearing according 
as they were diredled, the bill of attainder found the 
eafier paflage in the Houfe of Commons. 

Having gotten thus much ground ; and the bill . 
then depending (and like long to depend) with the 
Lords ; Mr. Pym told them in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, ** that it appeared by the flight of fuch confi- 
*' derable perfons, that what he had before imparted 
" to them was of moment, and that his fears were not 

c c 3 *^ ground- 
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groundlefs ; that it concerned their fcrvice, that he 
fliould not yet impart the whole matter to them, 
fince the danger was prevented, which they fliould 
(hortly underftand at large : in the mean time, he 
did aflure them, that Grod had miraculoufly preferved 
them from a moft prodigious confpiracy, in which 
all their privileges and liberties ihould .have been 
" fwallowed up : that though this attempt was difap- 
'* pointed, yet he feared there might be fome new de- 
** vice ; and therefore he propofed, for the better evi- 
dence of their imion and imanimity, (which would 
be the greateft difcouragement to all who wilted ill 
to them), that fome proteftation might be entered 
into by the members of both Houfes, for the de- 
fence of their privileges, and the performance of 
^* thofe duties to God and the King, which tliey were 
obliged to, as good Chriftians and good fubjefts ; 
and that a committee might be appointed fpeedily 
'* to withdraw and prepare fuch a proteftation." 

The motion was entertained with general approba- 
tion ; infomuch as they who were apprehenfive enough 
of the ill defigns of thofe who advanced this, and of 
the ill confequence of fuch voluntary proteftations, 
thought fit rather to watch the matter and words, than 
to oppofe the thing itfelf; which, it was evident, it 
was to no purpofe to do : and therefore they were 
well contented with the naming fuch perfons for the 
committee, as were not like to fubmit to any unlaw- 
ful or inconvenient obligation. This was urged as of 
fuch confequence, that the doors were locked, and 
no perfons fuffered to go out of the Houfe, till this 
Ihould be concluded. After a long debate, thefc 
words were agreed upon, and offered to the Houfe for 
the proteflation. 

'' 1 A. B. 
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• I A. B. do, in the prefence of Almighty God, pro- Upon tbu 

occ&iion A 

*^ mife, vow, and proteft, to maintain and defend, protdudoit 
•^ as for as lawfully I may, with my life, power, andjjjth ^^ ' 
«* eftate, the true reformed Proteftant Religion, "^"^••' 
*' exprefled in the dodtrine of the Church of Eng- 
'^ land, againft all popery and popilh innovations 
'' within this realm, contrary to the fame do<Slrine ; 
" and, according to the duty of my allegiance, his 
** Majefty's royal perfon, honour and eftate ; as 
" alfo, the power and privileges of Parliament ; the 
lawful rights and liberties of the fubjedl ; and 
every perfon that maketh this proteftation, in 
'* whatfoever he fhall do in the lawful purfuance of 
*^ the fame : and to my power, and as for as lawful- 
ly I may, I will oppofe, and, by all good ways 
and means, endeavour to bring to condign pu- 
nifhment, all fuch, as fhall, either by force, prac- 
tice, counfels, plots, confpiracies, or otherwifc, 
do any thing to the contrary of any thing in this 
prefent proteftation contained : and further, that 
I Ihall, in all juft and honourable ways, endeavour 
to preferve the union and peace between the 
•^ three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
*^ land ; and neither for hope, fear, nor other re- 
'* fpeft, fhall relinquifh this promife, vow, and pro- 
•« teflation." 

This was immediately taken by the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, and by all the Members then 
prefent ; and fent up to the Lords, who all likewifc 
took the fame, except the Earl of Southampton, and 
the Lord Roberts, who pofitively refufed it, alleging, 
" There was no law that enjoined it, and the confe- 
*♦ quence of fuch voluntary engagements might pro- 
** duce efiedts that were not then intended :" which 

c c 4 with- 
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without doubt was very wifely confidered ; and had 
not been prefled in the Houfe of Commons, for two 
reafons : it being vifibly impoflible to diiTuade the 
thing, the Houfe being awakened by the difcourfe, 
mentioned before, of a plot againft the Parliament, 
the poifon of which, this fovereign antidote was to ex- 
pel and difcover ; but efpecially for that well affedled 
perfons, who were jealous of no other defign than the 
alteration of the government of the Church, thought 
they had obliged thofe rigid reformers from any fuch 
attempt, when they had once bound themfelves " to 
" maintain and defend the Proteftant religion expreffed 
** in the dodlrine of the Church of England ;'* there 
being no other fcheme of the do6lrine of the Church 
of England, than the thirty-nine Articles, of which 
one is, " to preferve the government of the Church 
" by Bifhops." 

Whereas the other party was abundantly gratified 
with having an oath of their own making, to entangle 
the people, (fo like a covenant, by which fuch admi- 
rable things had been compaflTed by their neighbours), 
and upon which they could make what glofs they 
pleafed, when they had occafion ; as they did within 
two days after : for the proteftation being taken on 
Monday the third of May, the Wednefday following 
fome pf their own party took occafion to inform the 
Houfe, " that it was apprehended by many well af- 
^^ fefted perfons abroad, who were of notable and ex- 
^^ emplary devotions to the Parliament, that if they 
*^ Ihould take that proteftation, they fhould thereby 
engage themfelves for the defence of Bifliops, which 
in their confcience they could not do ; and which 
they hoped the Houfe did not intend to oblige them 
^* to :'* whereupon, without any great oppolition (the 

Houfe 
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Houfe being thin; and they who were of another 
opinion, believing this artifice would, to all fober men^ 
appear very ridiculous) this enfuing order was made. 

Whereas fome doubts have been nufed, by feve-'^^^P^ 

' ' nation of 

ral perfons out of this Houfe, concerning the mean- the protcf- 
ing of thefe words contained in the proteilation an order of 
** lately made by the members of this Houfe, [viz-^f^^^* 
^^ The true reformed Proteftant religion, exprefled in"*®*^ 
*^ the doftrine of the Church of England, againft all 
popery and popifh innovations within this reakiij 
contrary to the fame dodlriqc], this Houfe doth de- 
clare, that by thofe words, was and is meant, only 
the public dodlrine profefled in the faid Church, fo 
^^ far as it is oppofite to popery and popilh innova«* 
** tions ; and that the faid words are not to be extended 
** to the maintaining of any form of worlhip, difci-> 
pline, or government, nor of any rites, or ceremo- 
nies, of the faid Church of England.'* 
This explanation being thus procured in the Houfe 
of Commons, without ever advifing with the Houfe of 
Peers, (who had likewife taken the fame proteflation), 
and, in truth, fo contrary to the intentions of mofl that 
took it ; they ordered, ^^ that the proteflation, toge- 
^^ ther with this exjdanation, fhould be printed an4 
*^ publifhed ; and that the Knights and BurgefTes 
*^ fhould fend copies thereof to the counties and bo- 
*^ roughs for which they ferved ; and that they fhould 
'* intimate unto the people, with what willingnefs all 
^* the members of that Houfe made that proteflation; 
^* and that they fhould further lignify, that as they 
** did juflify the taking it themfelves, fo they could 
" not but approve it in all fuch as fhould take it." 
Upon which declaration, the emifTaries of their Clergy 
caufed the fame to be taken in London^ and the parts 

ad- 






394 tHE HISTORY 6ookIII. 

adjacent, within very few days after the publifhing. 

Abiiipaff-And for their better encouragement (though their 

compel ail zeal would not attend fuch formalities) a bill was 

to ukc^u. • prepared, pafled the Houfe of Commons, and was fent 

up to the Lords, *^ to compel all the fubjefts to take 

" that proteftation." What the fuccefs of that bill 

was» and what ufe was afterwards made of this pro- 

. teftation, (which was then thought fo harmlefs a 

thing), and particularly, what influence it had upon 

the buiinefs of the Earl of Strafford, fhall be remem* 

bered in its proper place. 

Thcothcr The Other accident that fell out during the time 

accident ^^ 

that contri-<that the buiinefs of the Earl of Strafford was agitated, 

wards the and by which he received much prejudice, was the 

Sindlr*wardeath of the Earl of Bedford. This Lord was the 

^^^j^^J^.greateft perfon of intereft in all the popular party, 

Bcdfofd, being of the beft eftate, and beft underftanding, of 

the whole number i and therefore moft like to govern 

the reft. He was belides of great civility, and of 

much more good-nature than any of the other. And 

therefore the King, refolving to do his buiinefs with 

that party by him, refolved to make him Lord High 

Treafurer of England, in the place of the Bifliop erf 

London ; who was as willing to lay down the office, 

as any body was to take it up. And to gratify him 

the more, at his deiire, intended to make Mr. Pym 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he had done Mr. 

Saint-John his Solicitor-General, (all which hath been 

touched before), as alfo, that Mr. HoUis was to be 

Secretary of State, the Lord Say Mafter of the Wards, 

and the Lord Kimbolton to be Lord Privy-Seal after 

the death of his father, who then held that place. 

Others were to be placed about the Prince, and to 

have offices when they fell. 

The 
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The Earl of Bedford fccretly undertook to his Mi- 
jcfty, that the Earl of Strafford's life fhould be pre- 
fcrved ; and to procure his revenue to be fettled, as 
)amply as any of his progenitors ; the which he in- 
tended fo really, that, to my knowledge, he had it in ' 
de5gn to endeavour to obtain an adl for the fetting 
up the excife in England, as the only natural means 
to advance the King's profit. He fell fick within a 
week after the bill of attainder was fent up to the 
Lords' Houfe ; and died fliortly after, much afHi6led 
with the paflion and fury which he perceived his par- 
ty inclined to : infomuch as he declared, to feme of 
near trail: to him, ^^ that he feared the rage and mad- 
*^ nefs of this Parliament would bring more prejudice 

and mifchief to the kingdom, than it had. ever fuf- 

tained by the long intermiflion of Parliaments/* 
He was a wife man, and would have propofed and ad- 
vifed moderate courfes ; but was not incapable, for 
-want of refolution, of being carried into violent ones, 
if his advice were not fubmitted to : and. therefore 
many, who knew him well, thought his death not un- 
feafonable, as well to. his fame, as his fortune ; and 
that it refcued him as well from fome poffible guilt, 
as from thofe vifible misfortunes, which men of all 
conditions have lince undergone. 

As foon as the Earl of Bedford was dead, the Lord 
Say (hoping to receive the reward of the Treafurer- 
ihip) fucceeded him in his undertaking, and faithfully 
promifed the King, " that he fhould not be prefTed iij 
** the matter of the Earl of Strafford's life :" and under 
that promife got credit enough, to perfuade his Ma- 
jefty to whatfoever he faid was neccfTary to that buli- 
nefs. And thereupon, when the bill was depending 
with the Lords, and when there was little fufpicion 

that 
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that it would pafs, though the Houfe of Commons 
every day by meilages endeavoured to quicken them, 
he perfuaded the King " to go to the Houfe of Peen, 
^< and^ according to cuftom^ to fend for the Houfe of 
*^ Commons, and then to declare himfelf, that he 
" could not, with the fafety of a good confcience, 
*' ever give his confent to the bill that was there dc- 
^* pending before them concerning the Earl of Straf- 
** ford, if it Ihould be brought to him, becaufe he was 
^^ not fatisfied in the point of treafon : but he was fo 
** fully fatisfied that the Earl was unfit ever to fervc 
** him more, in any condition of employment, that he 
" would join with them in any aft, to make him utter- 
** ly incapable of ever bearing office, or having any 
** other employment in any of his Majefty*s dorni^ 
^< nions j which he hoped would fatisfy them/* 

This advice, upon the confidence of the giver, the 
King refolved to follow : but when his refolution was 
imparted to the Earl, he immediately fent his brother 
to him, befeeching his Majefty " by no means to take 
^' that way, for that he was moll aflured it would 
^* prove very pernicious to him ; and therefore defired, 
" he might depend upon the honour and confcience 
*' of the Peers, without his Majefty's interpofition.** 
The King told his brother, " that he had taken that 
" refolution by the advice of his beft friends ; but 
^* fince he liked it not, he would decline it.*' The 
next morning the Lord Say came again to him, and 
finding his Majefty altered in his intention, told him, 
** if he took that courfe he advifed him, he was furc 
" it would prevail ; but if he declined it, he could not 
^* promife his Majefl:y what would be the ifliie, and 
•^ fhould hold himfelf abfolutely difengaged from any 
'< undertaking.'* The King obfcrving his pofitivenefs, 

and 
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and conceiving his intentions to be very fincere^ fuf* 
fered himfelf to be guided by him ; and went immedi'- 
ately to the Houfe, and faid as the other had advifed*. 
Whether that Lord did in truth believe the difcovery 
of his Majefty's confcience in that manner would pro« 
duce the tffe6k he foretold ; or whether he advifed it 
treacherously, to bring on thofe inconveniences which 
afterwards happened i I know not : but many, who 
believed his will to be much worfe than his under^ 
itanding, had the uncharitablenefs to think, that he 
intended to betray his Mafter, and to put the ruin of 
the Earl out of queflion. 

The event proved very fatal ; for the King no foon- 
cr returned from the Houfe, than the Houfe of Com- 
mons, in great paifion and fury, declared this laft adt 
of his Majefty's to be *' the moft unparalleled breach 
•^ of privilege, that had ever happened ; that if his 
** Majefty might take* notice wlmt bills were palling 
*' in either Houfe, and declare his own opinion, it 
^^ was to forejudge their counfels, and they Ihould not 
•* be able to fupply the commonwealth with whole- 
^^ fome laws, fuitable to the difeafes it laboured under ; 
that this was the greateft obftru&ion of juflice, that 
could be imagined ; that they, and whofoever had 
** taken the late proteftation, were bound to maintain 
^* the privileges of Parliament, which were now too 
** grofsly invaded and violated f * with many iharp 
difcourfes to that purpofc. 

The next day great multitudes of people cameTamuki 
down to Weftminfter, and crowded about the Houfe Houfc^oT 
of Peers, exclaiming with great outcries, " that they^*^* 
** would have juftice ;*' and publicly reading the names 
of thofe who had diflented from that bill in the Houfe 
of Commons, as enemies to their country ; and as any 

Lord 
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Lord pafled by, called, Juftice Juftict ! and with great 

rudenefs and infolence, preffing upon, and thrufting, 

thofe Lords whom they fufpedled not to h,yom that 

bill ; profeffing aloud, ** that they would be governed 

and difpofed by the honourable Houfe of Com- 

mons, and would defend their privileges according 

to their late proteftation/* Thefe unheard-of ads 

of infolence and fedition continued fo many days, till 

many Lords grew fo really appreheniive of having 

their brains beaten out, that they abfented themfelves 

from the Houfe; and others, finding what feconds 

, the Houfe of Commons was like to have to compafst 

The bit! of whatever they defired, changed their minds ; and fo 

pafied the in an aftemoon, when of the fourfcore who had beea 

IxmSiu^^ prefcnt at the trial, there were only fix and forty 

Lords in the Houfe, (the good people ftill crying at 

the doors for juftice), they put the bill to the queftioo, 

and eleven Lords only diffenting, it pafled that Houfe,' 

and was ready for the King's aflent. 

The King continued as refolved as ever, not to give 

his confent. The fame oratory then attended him at 

Tumuin Whitehall, which had prevailed at Weftminfter; 

Whitehall, and a rabble of many thoufand people befieged that 

place, crying out, Juftice^ Juftice ; that they would have 

juftice ; not without great and infolent threats and ex- 

preflions, what they would do, if it were not fpeedily 

granted. The Privy-Council was called together, to 

advife what courfe was to be taken to fupprefs thefe 

traitorous riots. Inftead of confidering how to refcuc 

their Matter's honour and his confcience from this in- 

Sundi^" famous violence and conftraint, they prefs the King to 

indfomeofpafs the bill of attainder, faying, " there was no other 

the Biftiops ^ 1 • /« 1 /. 1 1 • /^ • t 

advife the *^ way to prcferve himlel* and his poftenty, than by fo 
pa"/ti^ " doing ; and therefore that he ought to be more ten? 
"^^ « dcr 
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* dcr of the fafety of the kingdom, than of any one 
•^ perfon how innocent foever :" not one Counfellor 
interpoiing 'his opinion, to fupport his Mafter*s nug- 
nanimity and innocence : they who were of that mind, 
cither fuppreffing their thoughts through fear, upon 
the new docftrine eftablilhed then by the new Coun- 
fellors, ^* that no man ought to prefume to adt "^e any 
*^ thing in that place contrary to the fenfe of both 
•* Houfes ;*' others fadly believing, the force and vio- 
lence offered to the King would be, before God and 
man, a jufl excufe for whatfoever he ihould do. 

His Majefty told them, ^^ that what had been pro- 
•^ pofed to him to do, was direftly contrary to his 
•* confcience, and that being fo, he was fure they 
^ would not perfuade him to it, though themfelves 
** were never fo well latisfied." To that point, they 
deiired him " to confer with his Bifhops, who, they 
^ made no queftion, would better inform his confci- 
•^ ence." The Archbifhop*of York was at hand ; who, 
to his argument of confcience, told him, ^^ that there 
was a private and a public confcience ; that his 
public confcience as a King might not only difpenfe 
•* with, but oblige him to do that which was againil 
•^ his private confcience as a man : and that the quef- 
'^ tion was not, whether he ihould fave the Earl of 
•* Strafford, but, whether he fhould perifh with him : 
^^ that the confcience of a king to preferve his 
'* kingdom, the confcience of a hufband to preferve 
" his wife, the confcience of a father to preferve his 
** children, (all which were now in danger), weighed 
*^ down abundantly all the confiderations the confcU 
** ence of a mailer or a friend could fuggeft to him, 
** for the prefervation of a friend, or fervant." And 
by fuch unprelatical, ignominious arguments, in plaint 

terms 
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terms advifed hitn^ ^^ even for confcience fake, to pals 
•^ that a<a/* 

Though this Biihop a<$led his part with more prodi* 
gious boldnefs and impiety, others of the fame func- 
tion (for whofe learning and lincerity the King and 
the world had greater reverence) did not what might 
have been expected from their calling or their truft; 
but at leaft forbore to fortify and confirm a confcience, 
upon the courage and piety of which, the fecurity of 
their perfons and their order did abfolutely, under 
God, depend. 

During thefe perplexities, the Earl of Strafford, 

taking notice of the ftraits the King was in, the rage 

of the people flill increafing, (from whence he might 

expe A a certain outrage and ruin, how confiant foever 

the King continued to him ; and, it may be, knowing 

of an undertaking (for fuch an undertaking there was) 

by a great perfon, who had then a command in the 

Tower, " that if the King refufed to pafs the bill, to 

** free the kingdom from the hazard it feemed to be in, 

^ he would caufe his head to be flricken off in the 

J*»«E*^of" Tower,") writ a moft pathetical letter to the Kina 

himfcif full of acfknowledgment of his favours ; but lively 

his Mtjcfty reprefenting ** the dangers, which threatened himfelf 

«>paft«. ff ^^^ j^jg pofterity, by the King's perfevering in thofc 

^' favours /' and therefore by many arguments con-' 
juring him *' no longc;r to defer his aflent to the bill, 
•* that fo his death might free the kingdom from the 
•* many troubles it apprehended," 

The delivery of this letter being quickly known, 
new arguments were applied ; " that this free confcnt 
of his own clearly abfolved the King from any 
fcruple that could remain with him ;" and fo in the 
end they extorted from him, to lign a commiffion to 

feme 
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fome Lords to pafs the bill : which was as valid as if The King 

iisrns a 

he had pafled it himfelf ; though they comforted him commiffion 
even with that circumftance, " that his own hand was i^g^u 
*' not in it." 

It may eafily be faid, that the freedom of the Parlia- 
ment, and his own negative voice, being thus bar- 
baroufly invaded, if his Majefty had, inftead of paffing 
that aft, come to the Houfe and diffolved the Parlia- 
ment ; or if he had withdrawn himfelf from that fedi- 
tious city, and put himfelf in the head of his own 
army ; much of the mifchief, which hath lince hap- 
pened, would have been prevented. But who ever 
truly confiders the ftate of affairs at that time ; the 
prevalency of that fadVion in both Houfes ; the rage 
and fury of the people ; the ufe that was made by the 
fchifmatical preachers (by whom the orthodox were 
generally lilenced) of the late proteftation in their 
pulpits ; the fears and jealoufies they had infufed into 
the minds of many fober men, upon the difcourfe of the 
late plot ; the conftitution of the Council-Table, that 
there was fcarce an honeft man durft fpeak his confci- 
ence to the King, for fear of his ruin; and that thofe, 
whom he thought moft true to him, betrayed him every 
hour, infomuch as his whifpers in his bed-chamber 
were inftantly conveyed to thofe againft whom thofe 
whifpers were ; fo that he had very few men to whom 
he could breathe his confcience and complaints, that 
were not fuborned againft him, or averfe to his opi- 
nions : that on the other fide, if fome expedient were 
not fpeedily found out, to allay that frantic rage and 
combination in the people, there was reafon enough to 
believe, their impious hands would be lifted up againft 
his own perfon, and (which he much more appre- 
hended) againft the perfon of his royal Conlbrt : and 

VOL. u D d laftly. 
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kftly, that (befi^es the difficulty of getting thither) 
he had no ground to be very confident of his own 
army : I fay, whoever fadly contemplates this, will 
find caufe to confefs, the part which the King had to 
aft was not, only harder than any prince, but than 
any private gentleman, had been expofed to ; and that 
it is much eafier, upon the accidents and occurrences 
which have fince happened, to determine what was 
not to have been done, than at that time to have forc- 
feen, by what means to have freed himfelf from the 
labyrinth in which he was involved. 
The Earl All things being thus tranfafted, to conclude the 
Miy the ' fate of this great perfon, he was on the twelfth day of 
iath,i64i.^^y brought from the Tower of London (where he 
had been a prifoner near fix months) to the fcafibld 
on Tower-Hill ; where, with a compofed, undaunted 
courage, he told the people, ** he was come thither to 
" fatisfy them with his head ; but that he much 
** feared, the reformation which was begun in blood 
would not prove fo fortunate to the kingdom, as 
they expe<5led, and he wilhed :** and after great ex* 
preflions ^* of his devotion to the Church of England, 
" and the Proteftant religion eflablifhed by law, and 
" profelTed in that Church ; of his loyalty to the 
*^ King, and afFedlion to the peace and welfare of the 
** kingdom ;*' with marvellous tranquillity of mind, he 
delivered his head to the block, where it was fevered 
from his body at a blow : many of the flanders by, 
who had not been over charitable to him in his life, 
being much afFe6led with the courage and chriflianity 
of his death. 

Thus fell the greateft fubjeft in power, and little 
inferior to any in fortune, that was at that time in any 
ef the three kingdoms ; who could well remember the 






time. 
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time, when he led thofe people, who then purfued him 
to his grave. He was a man of great parts, and ex- 
traordinary endowments of nature ; not unadorned 
with fome addition of art and learning, though that 
again was more improved and illuftrated by the other ; 
for he had a readinefs of conception, and fharpnefs of 
cxpreflion, which made his learning thought more 
than in truth it was. His firft inclinations and ad- 
drefles to the Court were only to eftabliih his great- 
nefs in the country ; where he apprehended fome ad^s 
of power from the Lord Savile, who had been his 
rival always there, and of late had ftrengthened him- 
felf by being made a Privy-Counfellor, and officer at 
Court : but his firft attempts were fo profperous, that 
he contented not himfelf with being fecure from that 
Lord's power in the country, but refted not, till he 
had bereaved his adverfary of all power and place in 
Court ; and fo fent him down, a moft abjedl, difcon- 
folate old man, to his country, where he was to have 
the fuperintendency over him too, by getting himfelf 
at that time made Lord Prefident of the North. 
Thefe fucceiTes, applied to a nature too elate and 
haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progrcfs into the 
greateft employments and truft, made him more 
tranfported with difdajn of other men, and more 
contemning the forms of bufinefs, than happily he 
would have been, if he had met with fome interrup- 
tions in the beginning, and had paffed in a more lei-» 
furely gradation to the office of a Statefman. 

He was, no doubt, of great obfervation, and ^ pierc- 
ing judgment, both in things, and perfons ; but his 
too good Ikill in perfons made him judge the worfe of 
things : for it was his misfortune to be in a time 
wherein very few wife men were equally employed 

p d 2 with 
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with him ; and fcarce any (but the Lord Coventry^ 

whofe truft was more confined) whofe faculties and 

abilities were equal to his : fo that upon the matter 

he relied wholly upon himfelf ; and difccrning many 

defects in moft men, he too much ncgledlcd what 

they faid or did. Of all his paflions, his pride was 

moft predominant : which a moderate exercife of ill 

fortune might have corrected and reformed ; and 

• which was by the hand of Heaven ftrangely punifhcdy 

by bringing his deftruaion upon him by two things 

that he moft defpifed, the people and Sir Harry Vane. 

In a word, the epitaph, which Plutarch records that 

Sylla wrote for himfelf, may not be unfitly applied to 

him ; ** that no man did ever exceed him, either m 

** doing good to his friends, or in doing mifchief to 

" his enemies ;" for his a(fts of both kinds were mofk 

notorious. 

At the fame Together with that of attainder of the Earl of 

the bill of Strafford, another bill was pafled by the King, of 

paflS The almoft as fatal a confequence both to the King and 

wndnuiig kingdom, as that was to the Earl, ^' the aft for the 

mint^"^'^' *^ perpetual Parliament ;" as it is fince called. 

The arts by The vaft charge of the two armies was no other 

which tha 

9i&. Wa!i 

obtaiucd. 



Ta wal *^ way fupplied, (for I have told you before the reafon 



why they were fo flow in granting of fublidies), than 
by borrowing great fums of money from the city or 
citizens of London, upon the credit of particular per- 
fons. The emiffaries in that negotiation, about the 
time the adl of attainder pafled the Commons, re- 
turned, " that there was no more hope of borrowing 
" in the city ; that men had before cheerfully lent 
*^ their eftates, upon their confidence in the honour 
*' and juftice of the two Houfes : but they had now 
*' confidered, how defpcrate tliat fecurity muft prove, 
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'' if the two Houfes fliould be diflblved/' Which 
conlideration begun to have an univerfal influence 
upon all thofe who were perfonally bound for monies 
already borrowed ; " for that their perfons and for- 
y tunes muft anfwer thofe fums which had been paid 
*' for the public benefit, if the Parliament fhould be 
*^ diflblved before any aft pafled for their fecurity. 
*^ That their fears and apprehenfions that this might 
happen were much advanced by the late difcovery 
of the plot againft the Parliament ; for though the 
particulars thereof were not yet publiflied, they dif- 
*^ cerned there was not that good meaning to the Par- 
'^ liament, as it deferved." This was no fooner oflfered, 
than the reafonablenefs of the obje Aion was enforced ; 
and the neceffity of finding fome expedient *' to fatisfy 
the people of the gracious intention and refolutions 
of the King;" which were mofl: unqueftionable ; (for 
in all thofe articles of time, when they were to demand 
fome unreafonable thing from him, they fpared no du- 
tiful mention of the piety and goodnefs of his own 
princely nature; or large promifes what demonftra- 
tions of duty they would ihortly make to him.) No 
way could be thought of fo fure, as an a6l of Parlia- 
ment, " that this Parliament fhould not be adjourned, 
^* prorogued, or diffolved, but by aft of Parliament ; 
" which, upon this occafion, his Majefty would never 
*^ deny to pafs." 

It is not credible, what an univerfal reception and 
concurrence this motion met with, (which was to re- 
move the land-marks, and to deftroy the foundation of 
the kingdom,) infomuch, as a committee was immedi- 
ately appointed to withdraw, and to prepare a fliort 
bill to that purpofe ; which was within a fliort time 
(lefs than an hour) brought into the Houfe, and im- 

B d 3 mediately 
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hiediately twice read, and committed ; an expedition 
fcarce ever heard of before in Parliament ; and the 
next day, with as little agitation, and the contradic- 
tion of very few voices, engrofled, and carried up to 
the Lords. With them it had fome debate, and amend- 
ments, which were delivered at a conference, the prin- 
cipal whereof was, " that the time fhould be limited, 
" and not left indefinite, and that it fhould not be dif- 
" folved within two years, except by confent of both 
*^ Houfes ;*' that time being fufficient to provide againft 
any accidents that were then apprehended. 

Thefe alterations were highly refented in the Houfc 
of Commons, as argument of jealoufy between the 
King and the Parliament, " that it fhould be imagin- 
" able the members of both Houfes, who refided from 
" their houfes and conveniences at great charge for 
the fervice of the public, would defire to continue 
longer together than the neceffity of that femce 
fhould require ;" without confidering, that it was 
more unlikely that the King (who had condefcended 
fo far to them, and had yet in truth received no fruit 
from their meeting) would diflblve them, as long as 
they intended that for which they were fummoned 
together, and contained themfelves within the bounds 
of duty and moderation. 

But the Commons floutly infifled on their own bill; 
and the Lords, in that hurry of noife and confufion, 
when the meetings of the people were fo frequent, 
kindly confented likewife to it : and fo, by the im- 
portunity, and upon the undertaking of perfons he 
then moft trufled, in the agony of the other difpatch, 
the King was induced to include that bill in the com- 
miflion with the aft of attainder, and they were both 
paired together. 

After 



it 
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After the palling thefe two bills, the temper and 
fpirit of the people, both within and without the walls 
of the two Ho'ufes, grew marvellous calm and com- 
pofed ; there being likewife about that time paffed by 
the King, the two bills, for the taking away the Star- 
Chamber court, and the High Commiffion : fo that 
there was not a grievance or inconvenience, real or 
imaginary, to which there was not a through remedy 
applied ; and therefore all men expefted, that both 
armies would be fpeedily difbanded ; and fuch returns 
of duty and acknowledgment be m^de to the King, 
as might be agreeable to their profeilions, and to the 
royal favours he had vouchfafed to his people. 

But what provifions foever were made for the pub- 
lic, particular perfons had received no (atisfadiion. 
The death of the Earl of Bedford, and the high pro- 
ceedings in all thofe cafes in which the King was moft 
concerned, left all thofe who expefted ofRces and pre- 
ferments, defperate in their hopes : and yet an accident 
happened, that might have been looked upon as an 
earneft or inftance of fome encouragement that way. 

Befides the Lord Say's being invefted in the maftcr- 
Ihip of the wards, in the place of the Lord Cottington, 
(who was every day threatened, upon the Secretary's 
paper of refults, to be accufed of high treafon, till, like 
a wife man, he retired from the offices which begot 
his trouble ; and for a long time after, till he again 
embarked himfelf in public employments, enjoyed 
himfelf without the leaft difturbance), at a committee 
in the Houfe of Lords, in the afternoon, in fome de- 
' bate, paffion arofe between the Earl of Pembroke, 
who was then Lord Chamberlain of the Houfehold, 
and the Lord Mowbray, eldeft fon of the Earl of 
Arundel ; and from angry and difdainful words, an 
offer or attempt of blows was made ; for which mifde- 

D d 4 meanor. 
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meaner, they were the next day both fent to the 
The King TowcF by the Houfe of Lords. The King, taking ad- 
ftaffofLoni vantage of this mifcarriage ; and haying been long in- 
lain from ccnfed by the paffionale, indifcreet, and infolent car- 
pLb^kcf riage of the Earl, fent to him, by a Gentleman Uiher, 

and gives it fQj. 2iJs ftafF; and within two or three days after be- 
to the Eari . i • i 

of Eflfex. flowed it upon the Earl of Eflex ; who, without any 
hefitation, took it. 

It was thought this extraordinary grace to the raoft 
popular perfon of the kingdom would have a notable 
influence upon the whole party, which made him be- 
lieve it depended very much on him : but it was fo 
far from having that efFe6t, as they looked upon that 
favour, rather as a mark of punifhment and revenge 
upon the Earl of Pembroke, for his affection to them, 
and for giving his fufFrage againft the Earl of Straf- 
ford, (which he had often profeffed to the King he 
could never in confcience do), than of efteem and 
kindnefs to the Earl of Eflex ; and fo they were in 
truth more offended and incenfed with the difgracc 
and difobligation to the one, than they were pleafed 
with the preferment of the other : therefore whatever 
concerned the King in right ; or what he might natu- 
rally expeft from tlie compliance and afFecftion of the 
Houfe; or what was any way recommended by his 
Majefty to them, found little or no refpedl. 
The truth His rcvcuue was fo far from being advanced, (as had 
of tonnage been glorioufly promifed), that it was, both in dignity 
and pound- ^j^ J value, much leflTened from what it was : for fhort- 
ly after the beginning of the Parliament, great com- 
plaint had been made, " that tonnage and pound- 
age" (which is the duty and fubfidy paid by the 
merchant upon trade) " had been taken by the King 
" without confent of Parliament ;" the cafe whereof 
in truth is this : this duty had been conftantly given 

to 
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to the fucceeding King, ever lince the reign of King 
Edward the Fourth, for his life, in the firft Parlia- 
ment they held after their coming to the Crown : 
before that time, it had been granted for years ; and 
was originally intended for the fupport of the navy, 
whereby the merchant might be freed from danger of 
pirates ; and upon the death of every King lince that 
time, his fucceflbr commonly received it, without the 
leaft interruption, till the next Parliament ; in the be- 
ginning whereof it was always without fcruple granted : 
fo that, though it was, and muft always be acknow- 
ledged as the free gift of the people, (as all other fub- 
lidies are), yet it was looked upon as fo eflential a 
part of the revenue of the Crown, that it could not 
be without it : and as the King is not lefs King be- 
fore his coronation than he is after, fo this duty had 
been ftill enjoyed as freely before, as it was after an 
adt of Parliament to that purpofe ; neither had there 
been ever any exception taken in Parliament, (which 
fometimes was not in a year after the death of the for- 
mer King), that the Crown had continued the receipt 
of it ; which it did, till the time of a new grant. 

Thus, after the death of King James, his Majefl-y 
received it, till the firfl: Parliament was fummoned ; 
and, that and two more being unfortunately diflblved, 
(as was faid before), in which his Minifters were not 
folic itous enough for the paffing that a6l for tonnage 
and poundage, continued the receipt of it till thispre- 
fent Parliament : then (that is, many weeks after the 
beginning of it) it was diredled, " that a bill fhould be 
•* fpeedily prepared for the granting it, as had been 
*' ufual, left the Crown might, by fo long enjoying^ 
*^ in a manner prefcribe to it of right, without the do-» 
^^ nation of the people ;" which the King always dif- 

claimed 
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claimed to do. Shortly after (no man prefuming to 
intimate, that it ftiould be granted in any other man- 
ner than of courfe it had been) it was alleged, " that 
" the bill could not be fo fpeedily prepared as were to 
'^ be wifhed, by reafon that there were many juft ex- 
" ceptions made by the merchants to the book of 
*' rates, which had been lately made by the farmers of 
•^ the cuftoms, in the time and by the direction of 
•' the Earl of Portland ;'* (circumftances that carried 
prejudice enough to whatfoever they were applied); 
and therefore it was propofed, for the prefent, as the 
beft expedient to continue his Majefly's fupply, and 
to preferve the right of giving in the people, ^* that a 
'* temporary bill fhould pafs, for the granting the 
*' fame to his Majefly for two months only, in which 
** time a new book of rates fhould be made, more ad- 
Tvantageousto his Majefty in point of profit," (which 
was always profeffed,) *^ and then a , complete aft 
^' might pafs." 

To this purpofe a bill was accordingly brought 
in, the preamble whereof " renounced and declared 
*^ againft not only any power in the Crown of levying 
the duty of tonnage and poundage, without the 
exprefs confent of Parliament, but alfo any power 
*' of impofition upon any merchandizes whatfoever, 
•' and in any cafe whatfoever ;" which had been con- 
flantly pradlifed in the beft times by the Crown ; had 
the countenance of a folemn judgment in the Exche- 
quer Chamber; and, though often agitated in Parlia- 
ment, had never been yet declared againft : yet this 
quietly pafled both Houfes, as a thing not worth con- 
fidering. And fo, in expectation and confidence, that 
they would make glorious additions to the ftate and 
revenue of the Crown, his Majefty fuffered himfelf to 

be 
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be ftripped of all that he had left; and of the fole flock 
of credit he had to borrow monies upon : for though, 
in truth, men knew that revenue was not legally vefted 
in the King till an aft of ParUament, yet all men 
looked upon it as unqueftionably to pafs ; and fo it 
was not only a competent proportion for the prefent 
fupport of his Houfe, but was underftood a good fe- 
curity for any ordinary fum of money upon advance, 
as forty or fifty thoufand pound, upon any emergent 
occaiion. 

All good men difcerned this grofs ufage, and the The men- 
di fad vantage impofed upon his Majefty by this muta- former plot 
tion ; and therefore expected a full reparation, by fuchthclSurt 
an aA for life as had been, ufual; and fuch an im-^JJ^^ 
provement of tlie book of rates as had been promifed,yi^«J:»>^'»« 
as foon as the buiinefs of the Earl of Strafford was Commom. 
over : which had been always objefted, as necefTary 
to precede all other confultations. But this was no 
fooner moved, ^* as feafonable in order to their own 
** profeffions, and in a degree due to the King, after 
fo many reiterated cxpreffions of favour and affec- 
tion to his people, by fo many excellent laws, and ' 
other condefcenfions," than they objected, ^^ the 
** odioufnefs of the late plot againft the Parliament, 
^* which was not yet fully difcovered : that notwith- 
^' flanding thofe gracious demonflrations of ^terour 
" firom the King, in the; laws and other afts mentioned, 
*^ they had great caufe to apprehend, fome ill afFefted 
perfons had flill an influence upon his Majefly, to 
the diflfervice of the Parliament, and to beget jea- 
loufies in him towards them ; for that they had 
plainly difcovered (which they fhould in a fhort 
" time be able to prefent fully to the Houfe) that 
** there had been a defign, not only to poifon the af- 
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'* afFe(?lions of the army towards the Parliament, by 
'^ making them believe that they were neglected, and 
•^ the Scots preferred much before them ; but to bring 
** up that army to London^ with a purpofe to awe the 
** Parliament : that there was a refolution to feize the 
•* Tower, and to make it a curb upon the city : that 
there had been an attempt to prevail with the offi- 
cers of the Scottilh army, at leaft to fit ftill as neu- 
ters, whilft the others adted this tragedy : that the 
confederates in this defign had taken an oath, to 
oppofe any courfe that fhould be advifed for the 
removing the Biihops out of the Houfc of Peers ; 
to preferve and defend the King*s prerogative, to the 
utmoft extent that any of his progenitors had en- 
joyed; and to fettle his Majefty's revenue: that 
they liad reafon to fear his Majefty*s own concur- 
rence, at leaft his approbation, in this defign, 
♦^ (which, if not prevented, muft have proved fo per- 
i nicious and fatal to the kingdom), for that, befides 
that the perfons principally engaged in it were of 
*' the neareft truft about the King and Queen, they 
had clear proof, that a paper had pafled his Majef- 
ty's perufal, in which were contained many fliarp 
•* inveftives againft the Parliament ; a delire that they 
^* might have the exercife of martial law, (the mention 
*^ whereof was the moft unpopular and odious thing 
*^ that could be imagined), and an offer of fervice to 
*' defend his Majefty's perfon, which was an implica- 
*^ tion as if it had been in danger : and that this paper 
*^ fhould have been figned by all the officers of the 
army ; for their better encouragement wherein, the 
King himfelf had written a C. and an R. as a tefli- 
*^ mony that he approved of it." 

This difcourfe, fo methodically nd confidently 

averred, 
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averred, made a ftrange impreffion (without referving 
themfelves till the evidence Ihould be produced) in 
the minds of moft men ; who believed, that fuch par- 
ticulars could never have been with that folemnity in* 
formed, if the proofs were not very clear ; and ferved, 
not only to blaft whatfoever was moved on his Ma- 
jefty's behalf, but to difcountenance what, till then, 
had been the moft popular motion that could be made, 
which was, the diibanding both armies, and the Scots 
return into their own country. For the better ac- 300,0001. 
complifhment whereof, and as a teftimony of their Scots for a 
brotherly afFeftions, the two Houfes had frankly and bS?d«thcir 
bountifully undertaken " to give them a gratuity of ^j^^^^^^ 
" three hundred thoufand pounds, over and above the 
" twenty-five thoufand pounds the month, during the 
*^* time that their ftay here fhould be neceflary." 

After that a<ft, the King might have been reafon- 
ably awaked from any extraordinary confidence in the 
loyalty, honour, or juftice, of both Houfes. And 
without doubt, when pofterity Ihall recover the cou- 
rage, and confcience, and the old honour of the Eng- 
lilh nation, it will not with more indignation and 
blufhes contemplate any adlion of this feditious and 
rebellious age, than that the Nobility and Gentry of 
England, who were not guilty of the treafon, fhould 
recompenfe an invafion from a foreign nation, with 
whatever eftablifhments they propofed in their own 
kingdom, and with a donative of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds, over and above all charges, out of the 
bowels of England ; which will yet appear the more 
prodigious, when it Ihall be confidered, that not a 
fifth part of thofe who were acceflaries to that infa- 
mous prodigaUty were either favourers of their ends, 
or great wellwifhcrs to their nation. 

But 



414 THE HISTORY Book III 

But very many gave themfelves leave, unfeithfiilly, 
to be abfent from thofe debates, when the wealth and 
honour of their country was to be tranfplanted into a 
ftrange land ; others looked upon it as a good pur- 
chafe, to be freed of the payment of fourfcore thou- 
fand pounds the month, (which was the charge of 
both armies), by an entire fum of three hundred thou- 
fand pounds ; and fome pleafed themfelves with an 
affuraftce, that the fcandal and unreafonablenefs of 
the fum would provoke the people to a hatred and 
revenge, and fo that the brotherhood would not be 
fupported, but deftroyed, by that extravagant bounty : 
yet thefe were only Ihort ejaculations to pleafe them- 
felves for the time ; for many of thofe, who had no 
other reafon to confent to that vaft fum, but that they 
might be rid of them, were fo inflamed and tranfported 
with the tale of the plot, that they had then no mind 
to let them go ; and had fo far fwallowed and digefted an 
aflurance that it was true, that they referved no difVin- 
guilhing or judging faculties, for the time when the 
evidence and proof fhould be prefented to them. 

After they had played with this plot, and given the 
Houfe heats and colds, by applying parts of it to them 
upon emergent occafions, for the fpace of near three 
months ; and finding, that though it did them many 
notable fervices, in advancing their own reputations, 
and calumniating the King's honour, yet, that it had 
not a through efFeft at Court for their preferment ; 
they refolved to Ihew all their ware, and to produce 
the whole evidence : for the perfecting whereof, they 
had ^^ a late mark of God's great favour towards 
** them, in his furnifhing them with evidence for the 
*^ complete difcovery of the whole mifchief, from one 
*^ that was a principal contriver of it/* 

Wc 
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We faid before, that upon the firft motion in the 
Houfe of Commons, by Mr. Pym, " for a committee 
*^ of examination, and for an addrefs to the King, that 
^^ he would grant no paffes to any of his fervants to go 
*^ beyond feas," fome perfons, of near relation to his 
tnift, immediately abfented themfelves; which were 
Mr. Peircy, and Mr. Jcrmyn. Now the latter of thefe, 
.without interruption, tranfported himfelf into France ; 
but Mr. Peircy, delaying his journey upon fome occa- 
lions of his own, and concealing himfelf in fome ob* 
fcure places in Suflex, near to his brother's houfe, wai 
at laft difcovered'; and when he endeavoured to have 
cfcaped, was fet upon by the country people, and with 
great difficulty, and not without fome hurt, got from 
them, and was not in fome months again heard of. 

It was generally believed afterwards, that finding 
the fea-ports fliut, and watches fet for his apprehenfion 
in all thofe places, whereby the tranfporting himfelf 
into foreign parts was very difficult, he found means 
to return to London, and to put himfelf into his bro- 
ther's protection ; where it is thought he was har- 
boured, till his hurt was cured ; the ftriftnefs of the 
enquiry over; and till he had prepared that letter 
to his brother, the Earl of Northumberland, which 
ferved, as far as in him lay, to deftroy all his compa- 
nions, and fumifhed the committee with that which 
they called " a double evidence :'* for they had no 
fooner received that letter from the Earl of Northum- 
berland, than they told the Houfe, " they were now 
*' ready for a complete difcovery ;" and thereupon pro- 
duced the evidence of Colonel Goring, and the letter 
from Mr. Peircy ; both which agreed upon the rela- 
tion, " of a meeting at Mr. Peircy's chamber ; and of 
^^ a difcourfe of the Parliament's neglcft of the King's, 

« and 
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" and favouring the Scottifh army ; the taking an 
^' oath of fecrecy ; and fome other particulars :" all 
which had been pofitively denied, by thofc of them 
that were members of the Houfe of Commons, Mr. 
Wilmot, Mr. Afhburnham, and Mr. Pollard, upon 
their examinations upon oath. 

It will hardly be believed hereafter, (but that the 
effedls of fuch impoftures have left fuch deep marks), 
that the evidence then given could, in fo grave and 
judging an aflembly, as a high court of Parliament, 
till then, had always been, have brought the leaft pre- 
judice upon the King; or, indeed, damage to any pcr- 
fon accufed : there being, in all the teftimonies pro- 
duced, fo little Ihew of proof, of a real defign, or plot, 
to bring up the army (which was the chief matter al- 
leged) to awe the Parliament, thait in truth it was very 
evident, there was no plot at all ; only a free commu- 
nication between perfons (the major part whereof 
were of the Houfe) ^* of the ill arts that were gene- 
rally ufed to corrupt the afFeftions of the people ; 
and of fome expedient, whereby, in that fo public 
infedlion, the army" (in which they had all confi- 
derable command, two of them being Grcneral Offi- 
cers) " might be preferved from being wrought upon 
^^ and corrupted:" in which difcourfe. Colonel Goring 
himfelf, as appeared by his own examination, only 
propofed wild and extravagant overtures, **'of bring- 
ing up the army, and furpriiing the Tower ; which 
was, by all the reft, with manifeft diflike, rejeded : 
^^ that all this had pafled at one meeting, in which, 
*' they who met were fo ill fatisfied in one another, 
*^ that they never would come together again : that, 
*^ when the bringing up the army to London was once 
" talked of before the King, his Majefty would not 
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^* hear of it, but only defired, that their afTetSlions 
•* might be kept entire for his fervice, as far as was 
•* conliftent with the laws of the land, which were in . 
^* danger to be invaded." 

Yet, notwithftanding that all this appeared ; and 
that this was all that did appear, (befides a difcourfe 
of a petition ; for the petition itfelf they would not 
produce, ligned with C. R, which is before fet down 
in terms), the fpecious, pofitive narration of the whole 
by Mr. Pym, before the evidence was read ; the deny- 
ing what was now proved, and confeffed by tbemfelves, 
by Mr. Wilmot, <\(hburnham, and Pollard, upon the 
former examination ; the flight of Mr. Jermyn, and 
Mr. Peircy, and fome others ; the mention of fome 
claufes in the petition ligned with C. R. ; and fome 
envious, dark glances, both in Mr. Goring's exami- 
nation, and Mr. Peircy's letter, at the King and Queen, 
as if they knew more than was expreflfed, fo tranf- 
ported the hearers, (who made themfelves judges too), 
that, taking all that was faid, to be proved, they quick- 
ly voted, ** that there was a defign to bring up the 
" army to force the Parliament ;" refol ved to accufe Mr. 
Jermyn and Mr. Peircy of high treafon ; committed 
the three members of the Houfe of Commons to leve- 
ral prifons, and put them from being members, that in 
their rooms they might bring in three more fit for 
their fervice, as they fhortly did ; gave Colonel Goring 
public thanks, " for preferving the kingdom, and the 
** liberties of Parliament ;" and filled the people with 
jealoufy for their fecurity, and with univerfal acclama- 
tions of their great wifdom and vigilancy. So that 
this plot ferved to produce their firft proteftation ; 
to inflame the people againft the Earl of Straflford, 
VOL. I. E e . and 
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and isx a degree to compafs their ends upon that great 
pei^fon, as hath been before obferved j to procure the 
bill for the continuance of this Parliament^ the foun- 
dation, or the fountain, of all the public calamities, to 
hihder and crofs all overtures made for the revenue of 
the Kingi and to leflen the general reverence and duty 
to both their Majefties ; to continue the Scottifh 
army within the kingdom, and confecjuently to hin- 
der the King's from being difbanded ; to incenfe both 
Houfes againft the Biihops, as if the deiign had been 
principally for their prote<Skioh, (there being one wit- 
nefs who faid, " he had been told^ that the Clergy 
^' would raife and pay One thouland horfe, to be em- 
^^ ployed againft the Parliament")^ to blaft the reputa* 
tion of the Earl of Newcaftle, whofe zeal to his Ma* 
jefty's fervice was moft remarkable, as if he had been 
to have commanded the army ; and laftly, to advance 
their own credit and eftimation with the p>eople, as if 
they were the only patriots; that intended the pre- 
fervation of religion, law, and liberty. 

And having made this ufe of it, (which is a fufH- 
cient argument what opinion they had of their own evi- 
dence), they never proceeded againft any of the pcr- 
fons who were in their power, though they patiently 
attended and importuned a trial above a year after 
their accuiation : for they well knew, there muft be 
then a more exa<ft and ftriA weighing of the proofs; 
and that the perfons accufed would not only vindi- 
cate themfelves from the afperfions which were laid 
upon them, but could recriminate upon the principal 
profecutors with fuch charges, as they would not fo 
cafily be freed from ; and this was the reafon, that, 
even during the heat and noife of the accufation, 

they 
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they received very civil offices, vifits, and addrefles, 
from the chief of thofe who were trufted with the 
profccution. 

The fending that letter of Mr. Peircy's to the Houfc 
of Commons ; or rather, the procuring that letter to 
be writ, (in which fuch inlinuations. were made, to the 
prejudice of the King and Queen), was the firft vilible 
inftance of the defedlion of the Earl of Northumber- 
land from his Majefty*s fervice ; which wrought feve- 
ral ill efFedls in the minds of many : for, as the Earl 
then had the moft efteemed and unblemiihed reputa- 
tion, in court and country, of any perfon of his rank 
throughout the kingdom ; fo they who knew him 
well, difcerned, that the greatnefs of that reputation 
was but an efFeA of the lingular grace and favour 
fhewed to him by his Majefty ; who, immediately 
upon the death of his father, had taken this Earl (being 
then lefs than thirty years of age) into his immediate 
and eminent care; firft made him a Privy-Counfellor ; • 
then Knight of the Order of the Garter ; then (that 
he might fit him by degrees for the greateft truft and 
employments) fent him Admiral into the narrow feas^ 
of a royal navy ; and, after a fummer fpent in that 
exercife, made him Lord High Admiral of England ; 
and, to the very minute of which we fpeak, profecut- 
cd him with all manner and demonftration of refpe^t 
and kindnefs; and (as I heard his Majefty himfelf 
fay) " courted him as his miftrefs^ and converfed 
" with him as his friend, without the leaft interrup- 
*^ tion or intermiffion of any poffible favour and kind- 
*^ nefs.'* And therefore many, who obfervcd this 
great Earl purchafe this opportunity of difTerving the 
King, at the price of his brother*s honour, and of his 
own gratitude^ concluded, that he had fome notable 
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temptation in confcience, and that the Court wai 
much worfe than it was believed to be. 

The truth is, that after his brother's being accufed 
of high treafon ; and then, upon his hurt in Suflex, 
coming direftly to Northumberland-houfe to flicker 
himfelf ; the Earl being in great trouble how to fend 
him away beyond the feas after his wound was cured, 
advifed with a confident friend then in power, whofc 
afTedlion to him he doubted not, and who, innocendy 
enough, brought Mr. Pym into the council, who 
over-witted them both, by frankly confenting, " that 
" Mr. Peircy fliould efcape into France," which was 
all the care the Earl had; but then obliged him, 
firft to draw fuch a letter from him, as might by 
the party be applied as an evidence of the reality of 
the plot, after he was efcaped ;** and in this manner 
the letter was procured : which made a lafting quarrel 
bet\veen the twp brothers ; and made the Earl more 
at the difpofal of thofe perfons whom he had trufted 
fo far, than he had been before. 

After the aft for the continuance of the Parlia- 
ment, the Houfe of Commons took much more upon 
them, in point of their privileges, than they had done ; 
and more undervalued the concurrence of the Peers ; 
though that a<ft neither added any thing to, nor ex- 
tended their jurildidlion : which jurifdiftion the wif- 
dom of former times kept from being limited or de- 
lined, there being then no danger of excefs ; and it 
being much more agreeable to the nature of the fu- 
preme court to Iiave an unlimited jurifdidtion. But 
now that they could not be diflblved without their 
own confent, (the apprehenfion and fear whereof had 
always before kept them within fome bounds of mo- 
defty), they called any power they pleafcd to afTumc 
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to themfelves, ^^a branch of their privilege ;" and any 
oppofing or queilioning that power, " a breach of 
their privileges : which all men were bound to de-» 
fend by their late proteftation ; and they were the 
only proper judges of their own privileges." 
Hereupon, they called whom they pleafed Delin- 
quents ; received complaints of all kinds, and com- 
mitted to prifon whom they pleafed : which had been 
never done, nor attempted, before this Parliament ; 
except in fome fuch apparent breach, as the arrefting 
a privileged perfon, or the like : and, as if theirs had 
fwallowed up all other privileges, of Peers, and the 
King himfelf, upon the Lords rejeAing a Bill fent up 
to them, " to compel all perfons" (without diftindlion 
of quality, and without diftindlion of punifhment 
or proceeding, upon their refufal) *' to take the late 
'^ proteftation ;** and two Lords of great credit (the 
Earl of Southampton, and the Lord Roberts) having 
refufed to take the fame ; the Houfe of Commons, in 
great fury, and with ipany expreffions of contempt, 
by a vote declared, " that the proteftation made by 
them was fit to be taken by every perfon, that was 
well aft^edled in religion, and to the good of the 
*^ commonwealth ; and therefore, that what perfon 
" foever Ihould not take the proteftation, was unfit to 
*^ bear office in the church or commonwealth ;*' and 
direfted farther, " that that vote fhould be printed, 
" and that the Knights and BurgefTes fhould fend 
** down copies of it to the feveral places for which 
^^ they ferved :'* which was the moft unparalleled 
breach of privilege, and the higheft and moft infolent 
affront to the Lords, to the King, and to the juftice 
of the kingdom, and the moft deftruftive to parlia- 
ments, that any 'age had been guilty of. And yet, 
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when feme of the Peers nobly refented it, on the be- 
half of the peerage, and the liberty pf the fubjedV, and 
preffed refolutely for reparation, means was found out 
to engage the King to interpofe his royal mediation 
with thofe Lords, to the end they might quietly paft 
by that public violation and indignity, without fur- 
ther infilling on it. 

All this time the two armies were continued at a 
vaft charge, many men whifpering (but fo that it 
might be fpoken of) " that the Scots would not retire 
' " till the bill againft Epifcopacy was paifed :" where- 
upon the King fent them word, about the beginning 
of July, ** that he defired all fpeed might be ufed for 
*^ the difbanding both armies ; for the better and 
<^ more orderly doing whereof, he had conilituted the 
*^ Earl of Holland General of his army,*' (the Earl of 
Northumberland, by reafon* of his indifpolition in 
health, or fome other reafon, having laid down his 
commiffion), ^' and intended forthwith to fend him 
" down thither : that his Majefty himfelf, according 
^' to a former refolution, and promife made to his fub- 
*^jefts of Scotland, meant to vifit that his native 
*^ kingdom, for the better perfecting the peace there ; 
*^ and appointed the day (about fourteen days after) 
** he refolved to begin his progrefs ; and therefore 
wifhed them, againft that time, to prepare and finifh 
any fuch afts, as they defired might receive his 
" Majefty's approbation, for the good of the king- 
^^ dom, if there yet remained any thing to be aficed of 
** him." Notwithftanding which meflage, they fpcnt 
moft of their time upon the bill for extirpation of 
Bilhops, Deans, and Chapters ; without either finiih- 
ing the a<ft of pacification between the two nations^ or 
giving order for the difbanding the a/my. 

it 
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It was wondered at by many, and fure was a great 
misfortune to the King, that he chofe not rather at 
that time (though the bulinefs was only to difband) 
to conftitute the Earl of Effex General of his ariiiy, 
than the Earl of Holland ; for (belides that it would 
have been an a6l of much more grace and latisfa6tion 
to the people, and to the foldiery) his Majefty having 
lately given him fo great an earneft of his truft, as the 
making him Chamberlain of his houfe, he ought in 
policy to have purfued that work, by any feafonable 
accumulation of favour, till he had -made him his pet- 
feft creature ; which had been very eafy, if flcilfuUy 
attempted : for his pride and ambition, which were 
not accompanied with any habit of ill nature, were 
very capable of obligations ; and he had a faithfulnefs 
and conllancy in his nature, which had kept him al- 
Ways religious in matter of truft i then, he was almoft 
a declared enemy to the Scottiih nation, and would 
have been very punctual in all formalities and decen- 
cies, which had any relation to his Matter's honour, or 
the honour of the nation. In a word, he might have 
been impofed upon in his underftanding, but could 
not have been corrupted by hopes or fears of what the 
two Houfes could have done to him ; and was theii 
more the idol of the people, than in truth the idolater 
of them. 

Whereas, by making the Earl of Holland General, 
his Majefty much difobliged the other, who expedled 
it, and to whom it had been in a manner offered ; and 
made him apprehend fame diftruft in the King to- 
wards him ; and that his former favour in his ofHce 
had been conferred on him, rather becaufe no man 
elfe had been able to bear the envy of difplacing the 
Earl of Pembroke, than that his own merit and fervice 
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was valued. Beiides, the Earl of Holland, upon whom 
he conferred that honour, had formerly difappointed 
him, and often incurred his difpleafure, and wore 
fome marks of it ; and was of no other intereft or re- 
putation with the party which could do mifchief, than 
as a perfon obnoxious to them, in the mifexecuting 
Ins great and terrible office of Chief Juftice in Eyre, 
by which he had vexed and opprefled moil counties 
in England, and the mod confiderable perfons in thofe 
counties; and in other particulars; that they knew 
he durft not offend them, and would purchafe their 
protection and good opinion at any price : as it fell 
outi for within few days after the King was gone 
through that army, in his way to Scotland, the Earl 
wrote a letter, which was communicated to both 
Houfes, in which he njyftically exprefled ** fome new 

defign to have been fet on foot for corrupting the 

army j" for which there was never after the leafk 
colour giver • but ferved then to heighten the old 
jealouiies, and to befpeak a mifunderftanding for 
whatfoever fliould be propofed on his Majefty's be- 
half during his abfence. 

Men now believed, that they would be very for- 
ward in difmiffing the Scottilh army, and difbanding 
the other, which coft the kingdom fo vaft a fum of 
money every month ; and they had already voted a 
brotherly affiftance to the Scots of three hundred 
thoufand pounds, for the fervice they had performed ; 
and an adt was already prepared for the railing the 
fum : but they had yet no mind to part with their 
beloved brethren. 

The Commiffioners who treated with the Scots had 
agreed, " that the King fhould be prefent in his Par- 
^* liament in Edinburgh, by fuch a day in July, to 
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'* pafs the acft for pacification between the two king- 
** doms, and fuch other afts as his Parliament there 
*' (hould propofe to him ;*' and his Majefty prepared 
to begin his progrefs, foon enough to be in Scotland 
by the time ; and they refolved on all fides, " that 
* the one army ihould be drawn out of the kingdom, 

and the other totally difbanded, before the King 
*' ihould arrive in the northern parts, for many rea- 

fons." As they had loft all confidence in the af- 
fedlions of the Englifli army, fo there were many 
jealoufies arifen among the Scots, both in their army, 
and amongft their greatefk counfellors : notwithftand- 
ing all which, inilead of making hafte to the difband- 
ing, they publifhed much jealoufy and diflatisfaAion 
to remain with them of the Court ; *^ there were fome 

evil counfellors fl:iU about the King, who obfkrudt- 

ed many gracious acfts, which would otherwife flow 

from his goodnefs and bounty towards his people ; 

and made ill imprefiions in him of the Parliament 
'^ itfelf, and its proceedings." 

Their defign was to remove the Duke of Richmond 
from the King, both becaufe they had a mind to have 
his office of Warden of the Cinque-Ports from him, 
that it might be conferred on the Earl of Warwick ; 
and as he was almofi: the only man of great quality 
and confideration about the King, who did not in the 
leafl: degree floop, or make court to them, but croflTed 
them boldly in the Houfe ; and all other ways pur- 
fued his Maft:er's fervice with his utmofi: vigour and 
intentnefs of mind : they could not charge him with 
any thing like a crime, and therefore only intended 
by fome vote to brand him, and make him odious ; 
by which they prefumed, they ihould at lail make 
him willing to ranfom himfelf by quitting that office : 

for 
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for which there was fome underhand treaty, by per* 
fons who were folicitous to prevent farther inconve- 
niences ; and, as they found any thing like to fucceed 
in that, they flackened or advanced their difcourfe of 
evil counfellors. 

One day they were very warm upon the argument^ 
and had a purpofe to have named him directly, which 
they had hitherto forborne to do, when Mr. Hyde 
flood up, and faid, ^^ He did really believe that there 
** yet remained fome evil counfellors, who did much 
^^ harm about the King ; and that it would be much 
** better to name them, than to amufe the Houfe fo 
^^ often with the general mention of them, as if we 
^* were afraid to name them :'* he propofed, ** that there 
^^ might be a day appointed, ' on which, upon due 
^^ refleftions upon thofe who had been moft notorious 
in doing mifchief to the public, we might mofl: 
probably find, who they were who trod ft ill in the 
fame paths, and might name them accordingly; 
^' and that for his part, if a day were appointed for 
^^ that difcovery, he would be ready to name one, 
*^ who, by all the marks we could judge by, and by 
^^ his former courfe of life, might very reafonably be 
*^ bdieved to be an evil counfellor." 

They were exceedingly apprehenfive that he meant 
the Marquis of Hamilton, (who, for the reafons afore- 
faid, was very dear to them), and thenceforward, 
though they delifted not from profecuting the Duke, 
till at laft they had compelled him to quit the Cinque- 
Ports to the Earl of Warwick, they no more urged 
the difcovery of evil counfellors. And all the fami- 
liar friends of Mr. Hyde were importuned to move 
him, ** not to endeavour to do any prejudice to the 
^' Marquis of Hamilton i' and even the King himfclf 
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was prevailed with to fend to him to that purpofe : fo 
induftrious was that people to prefer ve thofe whom 
for private ends they defired to preferve, as well as to 
dcftroy thofe who they defired fhould be deftroyed. 

When every body expected that nothing fliould be sir Edwwd 
mentioned in the Houfe but the difpatch of the treaty bju fo/ei- 
of the pacification, by the Commiflioners of both^^J^JJJI 
fides; which was the only obftruiftion to the difcharge 'f'*^^^ >^ 
of the armies, and which could be done in two days, of Com- 
if they purfued it; they called in a morning ^^ for committed. 
** the bill*' (that had fo long before been brought in 
by Sir Edward Deering) " for the extirpation of Epi- 
«* fcopacy," and gave it a fecond reading ; and rc- 
folved, " that it Ihould be committed to a committee 
** of the whole Houfe, and that it fhould be proceed- 
•* ed upon the next morning/* It was a very long 
debate the next morning, after the Speaker had left 
the chair, who fhould be in the chair for the com- 
mittee ; they who wifhed well to the bill having re- 
folved " to put Mr. Hyde into the chair, that he 
" might not give them trouble by frequent fpeaking, 
«* and fo too much obfl^ruft the expediting the bill ;*' 
they who were againft the bill prefled and called 
loud to Mr. Crew to be in the chair : but in conclu- 
fion, Mr. Hyde was commanded to the chair ; they 
who were enemies to the bill being divided in opinion, 
many believing, that he would obftruft the bill more 
in that place, than if he remained at liberty; and they 
found it to be true. 

The firfl: day the committee fate fiiU feven hours^ 
and determined, " that every day, as foon as the 
*' Houfe was refumed, the chairman Ihould report the 
** feveral votes of that day to the Houfe, which 
** ihould determine them before it rofe ;*' which was 

without 
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without any precedent, and very prejudicial to the 
grave tran{a<Slion of the buiinefs : for, befides that it 
was a prejudging the Houfe in its judgment, who, 
upon report of the committee, fhould have regard to 
the whole bill in the amendments made by them, 
which they were precluded from, by having confirm- 
ed the feveral days' votes ; it was fo late every day 
before the Houfe was refumed, (the Speaker com- 
monly leaving the chair about nine of the clock, and 
never refimiing it till four in the afternoon)^ that it 
was very thin; they only, who profecuted the bill 
with impatience, remaining in the Houfe^ ^nd the 
others, who abhorred it, growing weary of fo tircfomc 
an attendance, left the Houfe stt dinner-time, and af- 
terwards followed their pleafures : fo that the Lord 
Falkland was wont to fay, " that they who hated 
^' bifhops, hated them worfe than the devil ; and that 
•* they who loved them, did not love them fo well as 
" their dinner." 

However, the chairman gave fome Hop to their 
hafte J for, befides that at the end of his report every 
day to the Houfe, before the Houfe put the queftion 
for the concurrence in the votes, he always enlarged 
himfelf againfl: every one of them, and fo fpent them 
much time ; when they were in the heat and paflion 
of the debate, they oftentimes were entangled in their 
quefl:ions ; fo that when he reported to the Houfe the 
work of the day, he did frequently report two or 
three votes direftly contrary to each other, which, in 
the heat of their debate, they had unawares run into. 
And after near twenty days fpent in that manner, they 
found themfelves very little advanced towards a con- 
clufion, and that they mufl: review all that they had 
done ; and the King being refolved to begin his jour- 
ney 
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xiey for Scotland, they were forced to difcontinueTh«^*'" 
their beloved bill, and let it reft ; Sir Arthur Hafle- 
rig declaring in the Houfe, '^ that he would never 
*^ hereafter put an enemy into the chair :" nor had 
they ever after the courage to refume the confidera- 
tion of the bill, till after the war was entered into. 

The time being come, within two or three days,* 
(according to his former declaration), for the King's 
journey into Scotland, the Houfe of Commons thought 
it time to lay afide their difputes upon the Church, 
which every day grew more involved, and to intend 
the perfefting the aft of pacification, and the order 
for difl)anding ; both which were thought neceflary 
to be difpatched, before his Majefty Ihould begin his 
progrefs ; and might have been long fince done. On 
a fudden, the Houfe of Commons grew into a per- 
plexed debate, concerning the King's journey into 
Scotland, (which had been long before known, and 
folemnly promifed by his Majefty to the Commif- 
fioners of Scotland ; where preparation was made for 
his reception, and the Parliament fummoned there 
accordingly), and exprefled many dark and doubtful 
apprehenfions of his fafety ; not without fome glances, 
that if his Majefty were once with his army, he 
might poffibly enter upon new counfels, before he 
*^ confented to dift)and it ;" and in the end concluded, 
•* to defire the Lords to join with them in a requeft 
•* to the King, to defer his journey into Scotland, till 
the aft of pacification was pafled, the armies dif- 
banded, and till fuch other afts were prepared, as 
Ihould be thought neceflary for the good of the 
kingdom ;" without mentioning any time, againft 
which thofe things Ihould be ready: which, though it 
was an unreafonable requeft, yet, moft men having no 

mind 
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mind the King Ihould go iiit|. Scotland^ it was cofw 
fented to by both Houfes ; and thereupon an addrels 
was made to his Majefly to that purpofe : who re-, 
turned his anfwer, ^^ that he was forry^ the Houfes, 
having had fo long notice of his intentions for that 
journey, (which could not but appear very reafona- 
ble to them), had negledted to prepare all fuch 
things, as were neceifary to be difpatched by him 
before he went ; that, though his prefence in Scot- 
land was depended upon by fuch a day, and the dif- 
appointment Inight beget fome prejudice to him, 
yet, he was content to fatisfy their delires fo far, as 
to defer his journey for fourteen days ; within which 
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^^ time they might make all things ready that were of 
^^ importance, and beyond which time it would not be 
*^ poilible for him to make any ftay." 

This time being gotten, they proceeded but ilowly 
in the diredlions for difbanding, (though the Earl of 
Holland was gone down to the army), or in the adl of 
the pacification ; but continued their mention '^ of 
'^ fears and jealouiies of the peace of the kingdom; 
of an invafion from foreign parts ; and an infurrec- 
tion of the Papifts in England : againftall which^thej 
faid, there was not yet fufHcient provifion, by the 
laws and conftitution of the kingdom." And there- 
Sir Arthur fore ouc day. Sir Arthur Haflerig (who, as was laid 
Drefcrel bcfore, was ufed by that party, like the dove out of 
tiingThc^" the ark, to try what footing there was) preferred a 
*^^ bill " for the fettling the militia of the kingdom, both 
by fea and land, in fuch perfons as they fhould no- 
minate j" with all thofe powers and jurifdi<5lioiis, 
which have been lince granted to the Earl of Effcx, 
or Sir Thomas Fairfax, by land, or to the Earl of 
Warwick, by fea. There were in the bill no names, 

but 
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but blanks to receive them, when the matter fhould 
be paffed ; though men were aflured, that the Earl of 
Effex was their confident by land, and the Earl of 
Northumberland by fea : and yet the inclination to 
the Earl of Warwick would have begot fome diftur- 
bance, if the matter had come then to be preffed* 

When the title of this bill was read, it gave fo ge- ^*^",f* 

neral an offence to the Houfe, that it feemed inclined John <f- 

to throw it out, without fufFering it to be read ; not 

without fome reproach to the perfon that brought it 

in, *' as a matter of fedition ;*' till Mr. Saint-John, 

the King's Solicitor, rofe up, and fpoke to it, and 

(having, in truth, himfelf drawn the bill) faid, " he 

** thought that paflion and diflike very unfeafonable, 

** before the bill was read ; fliat it was the higheft 

privilege of every member, that he might propofe 

any law, or make any motion, which, in his con- 

^* fcience, he thought advantageous for the kingdom, 

•* or the place for which he ferved. As for the mat- 

** ter, which by the title that bill feemed to compre- 

" hend, he was of opinion, that fomewhat was necef- 

*' fery to be done in it j for he was fure, that fuch 

** power, as might be neceffary for the fecurity of the 

*' kingdom^ over the militia, was not yet by law vefted 

^' in any perfon ; or in the Crown itfelf : that they had 

*^ lately by their votes blafted and condemned the 

*^ power of Lords Lieutenants, and their Deputies, 

*^ which had been long exercifed, and fubmitted to by 

** the people ; that, lince that was determined, it was 

*^ neceffary to fubftitute fuch in their room, as might 

•* be able to fupprefs any infurredlion, or refill any 

" invafion : and therefore, that it was fit to hear the 

*^ bill read ; and if any fitting expedient was propofed 

*^ in it to that purpofe, to embrace it i otherwife, to 

« think 
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think of a better. For the nomination of perfons, 
it would not be feafonable to fpeak of it, till the 
power and jurifdiftion were firft fettled and con- 
** ftituted ; and then, if it feemed too great for any 
'^ fubjeft, it might be devolved upon the Crown ; 
^* which yet was not fufficiently poffefled of a legal 
** power to the purpofes aforeiaid." 
The bill Upon this difcourfe, by a perfon of the King's 
«nd no fworn Council, the bill was read ; but with fo univer- 
fal a diflike, that it was never called upon the fecond 
time, but flept, till long after the matter of it was di- 
gefted in ordinances. 

The peremptory day again drawing very near, for 
the King's journey into Scotland, and very little done 
towards the public, fince the time they had prevailed 
with his Majefty to fufpend it, on a Saturday in the 
afternoon (the progrefs being to begin on Monday) 
they again fell into violent paffion againft the King's 
going into Scotland : the which they thought of fo 
great importance to be hindered, that they refolved 
(and prevailed with the Lords to do the like) to fit 
the next day, being Sunday ; which had fcarce ever 
before been known, fince the firft inftitution of Par- 
liaments ; and which they thought fit to excufe by a 
fhort declaration, that the people might not be there- 
by encouraged to profane the Sabbath. 

'When they found the King conftant to his former 
refolution, and that all they could allege could pre- 
vail no farther with him, than, whereas he intended 
to go on Monday after dinner, to ftay till Tuefday 
morning, they very earneftly propofed, ^^ that he 
" would leave a commifllon with fome perfons, to 
" pafs fuch afts as Ihould be prepared and pafs both 
" Houfes in his abfence ; and to make a Cufios Regni^ 

"to 
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** to fupply the place of Government till his return :'* 
with many other extravagancies, which themfelves 
underftood not. But when they found that no fuch 
commiffion could be legally granted, to confent to 
any adls that were not confented to by both Houfes 
at the date of the commiflion ; and that both the 
perfon and the power of a Cuftos Regni would be duly 
weighed, and would take up much coniideration, if 
the King were willing to fatisfy them ; they were con- 
tented with a commiflion to the Earl of Eflex, of 
Lieutenant-General on that lide Trent: which his 
Majefly having granted; and confirmed the aft ofThcaftof 
pacification between the two kingdoms, (which in^ing^paff!^ 
great hafte was tranfaft ed in both Houfes, as if it had ^'ng win« 
been only matter of form), he took his journey from *»*• J**^«y 
London towards Scotland toward the middle of Au- Scotland, 
guft, leaving both Houfes fitting at Weflininfl:er. 

The unexpefted pafiion and importimity to hinder 
his Majefly 's journey into Scotland was not well un- 
derftood ; and the lefs, for that the governing party 
was divided upon it : fome of them, with trouble 
equal to what they had at any time expreflfed, infift- 
ing upon bis not going ; others alleging, " that his 
" Majefty was fo far engaged in it, that he could not 
*^ in honour recede from it :'* whilft the Scottifli 
Commiflfioners, who were often appealed and referred 
to in the debate, anfwered fo myfterioufly, as argued 
rather a conveniency, and expectation of the journey 
itfelf, than any neceflity in point of time. Neither 
was the ground of his Majefty's fo pofitive and unal- 
terable refolution of going thither, fufliciently clear 
to ftanders by ; who thought he might have tranfadt- 
ed the bufinefs of that kingdom (where he could not 
reafonably expedl any great reverence to his perfon) 

VOL. I. F f better 
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better at a diftance ; and that his prefence might be 
more neceflary in this. 

But, as his Majefty's impatiency to fee both ar- 
mies difbandedy and this kingdom freed from the in- 
vafion, (both which he heartily defired), and his defire 
to refrefh himfelf, from the vexation which the two 
Houfes, or one of them, or fome in one of them, 
daily gave him ; hurried, him to that expedition, 
without well weighing and preparing how to comport 
himfelf through it : fo, no doubt, that oppofition, and 
inftance againft it (befides the continued defire they 
had to remove the King from any fixed refolution) 
was defigned partly, to procure an excufe for the hafty 
pafling the bill of pacification ; which they had pur- 
pofely retarded (forefeeing there were many particu- 
lars in it, that, if weighed, would never have been 
confented to) till they might be fo ftraitened in time, 
that whofoever objefted againft what was offered, 
might feem to hinder the difbanding, and to ne- 
ceffitate the King's longer ftay : but principally they 
hoped, that his Majefty, rather than defer his jour- 
ney, on which he was refolved, would confent to any 
unreafonable qualifying fuch perfons whom they 
fhould name, with power in his abfence ; and more- 
over probably there was fome real jealoufy of the 
Scots at that time, and between the Scottifh commif- 
fioners themfelves, (as was conceived by fome), by 
reafon of great addrefles made to the King by the Earl 
of Rothes, the principal and governing perfon of that 
nation, and fome infinuation of favour from his Ma- 
jefty to him ; fo that they did in earneft defire to 
put off that journey, for fear of difturbance there. 

The truth is, the King was well fatisficd with the 
promifes made to him by that Earl s who defired to 

live 
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live in this Court, and was to have been fliortly made 
Grentleman of the Bedchamber, and was in hope to 
marry a great and wealthy lady : and it is certain, the 
King expefted, by his help and intereft, to have found 
fuch a party in Scotland, as would have been more 
tender of bis honour than they after exprdTed them- 
felves i and did always impute the failing thereof to 
the abfence of that Earl, who being fick at the King's 
going from London, within (ix weeks after died. But . 
others believed, he had been fo far guilty of what had 
been done amifs, that he would neither have been 
able nor willing to preferve the foundation of that 
power, which might hardly have forgotten by what 
means it had been opprefled. 

I muft not omit here, the diibanding another army. The infh 
about the fame time ; the circumftances wherieof were ^Ld 
very remarkable, and the caufe of much trouble that 
cnfued. The King perceiving that he was not now 
like to hav^ any ufe of the new army in Ireland ; at 
leaft not that ufe for which it was raifed, (which was, 
to have vifited Scotland), and finding often mention, 
envioufly and malicioufly, made of that army in the 
Houfe of Commons ; and having from thence (by the 
advice of the Committee for Ireland) received fome 
addrefles for that purpofe ; refolved to difband them ; 
and, to that end, fignified his pleafure to the Lords 
Juftices of Ireland, and to the Earl of Ormond, his 
Lieutenant-General of that army; directing withal 
(according to the laft advice he had received from 
the Earl of Strafford) '^ that any officers of the army 
*• Ihould have free leave to tranfport what men they 
<* could get of that army, for the fervice of any prince 
*' in amity with this Crown :" and fhortly after, upon 
the earneft defire of Don Alonfo de Cardenas, ambaf- 
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iador from the King of Spain, his Majefty confented, 
that four thoufand foldiers of that army fhould be 
tranfported for the fervice of that King into Flanders; 
at the fame time permitting as many as defired the 
fame, to be tranfported for the fenice of the French 
King. This was no fooner known^ but the Houfe of 
Commons interpofed, with their accuftomed confi- 
dence and diftemper, ** to befeech his Majefty to re- 
" voke that licence :" and, by impertinent and flight 
reafons, boldly urged and infifted on, as they did in 
every thing elfe, prevailed with the King ** to inhibit 
" the tranfporting any of thofe foldiers out of that 
" kingdom, for the fervice of any prince whatfoever." 
Many were of opinion that this aftivity in a bufi- 
ncfs of which they had not the leaft connufance, pro- 
ceeded from the inftigation of the ambaffador of the 
French King; who was very converfant with the 
principal perfons of that faAion, and no doubt fo- 
mented thofe humours out of which the public cala- 
mities were bred ; and fome faid boldly, and one or 
two have fince affirmed it, as upon their knowledge, 
" that Mr. Pym received five thoufand pound from 
" that French minifter, to hinder that fupply to 
^' Spain." Others believed, that it proceeded only 
from that proud and petulant fpirit which poflcfled 
them, to leflen the reputation of the King ; and to let 
the King of Spain and all other Princes fee the power 
they had, to oppofe and crofs his refolutions in the 
moft pure afts of fovereignty. But I believe, though 
there might be a mixture of both the other reafons, 
the principal motive that induced them to that inter- 
pofition, was the advice and defire of the Committee 
from the Parliament of Ireland, whofe counfel was 
entirely followed in whatfoever concerned that king- 
dom; 
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dom ; and who, no doubt, might have fome profpecSt 
of the rebellion that Ihortly after broke out, which 
could hardly have taken cfFe<ft, if that body of men 
had been removed out of the kingdom, according to 
the King's diredlion. But of that more in its place. 

As foon as the King begun his journey for Scot- 
land, all orders, and what clfe was neceflary, were 
difpatched for the difbanding; and a refolution taken, 
** to fend a committee of Lords and Commons to at- 
" tend his Majefty (that is, to be a fpy upon him) in 
" Scotland, and to be pre fen t when the a<ft of paci- 
*' fication Ihould be tranfa6led in that Parliament, 

and to preferve the good intercourfe and corre- 

fpondence which was begun between the two na- 
" tions :*' but in truth, to lay the fcene how the next 
year Ihould be fpent ; and to befpeak new laws for 
this kingdom, by the copies of what fhould be con- 
fented to for that. 

In this errand two Lords, and four of the Com- 
mons, were appointed to go ; but for the two Lords, 
the Lord Howard of Efcrick ferved the turn ; who 
was ready to be governed by Mr. Fiennes, and Mr. 
Hambden, who, together with Sir William Armyn, 
made up the committee. Which being difpatched, 
they thought it time to breathe a little, and to vifit 
their countries, for whom they had done fuch notable 
fervice : and fo, towards the latter end of Auguft 
(having firft conftituted a committee to fit during the 
recefs for the difpatch of any important occurrences, 
and qualifying them with power they could not de- 
pute ; fuch a committee, and fuch a qualification, 
having never before been heard of in Parliaments) 
both Houfes adjourned themfelves till the middle of 
Odlober following, by which time they prefumed the 

F f 3 King 
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King would be returned from Scotland ; having, 
from the time that they were firft convened, which 
was about nine months, (longer time than ever Parlia- 
ments had before continued together in one feflion), 
befides all the extraordinary ads of blood and power, 
The aas procured the King's aflent to thefe following import- 
ihe begin- ant laws ; by fome of which, the kingdom might 
ParHiracm! '^vc received ample benefit and advantage. 
An aa for <« A bill for triennial Parliaments ;" which took up 

triennial , . 

Pariia- a long debate ; there being many claufes, in cafe the 
* Crown Ihould omit the fending out of writs, deroga- 
tory to majefty, and letting the reins too loofe to the 
people : yet, lince it was evident, that great incon- 
veniences had befallen the kingdom by the long in- 
termiffion of thofe conventions ; and that that inter- 
miflion could not have happened, if there had not 
been fome negledl of what had been fettled by former 
laws ; therefore there was fome colour of reafon for 
thofe claufes, by which the Crown could in no cafe 
. fufFer, but bv its own default. At laft it found an 
cafy paflage through both Houfes ; and by his Ma- 
jcfty (who was fatisfied that fuch a frequency of 
meeting with his people, as once in three years, might 
be more convenient than prejudicial to his fervice ; 
and believed, that, by his confenting to this adl, the 
proceedings in the Parliament would be more mode- 
rate) it had a favourable reception, and was enafted 
by him the next day after it had pafled both Houfes. 
An »a for " An adl for the taking away the High Commiflion 
avriy^hc ^* Court :'* which comprehended much more than was 
miffion^"*" generally intended. That jurifdidlion was eredled by 
^""> a ftatute in the firft year of Queen Elizabeth, inftead 
of a larger power which had been exercifed under the 
Pope's autliority, then abolilhed f and, whilft it was 

cxer- 
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cxercifed with moderation, was an excellent means to 
vindicate and preferve the dignity and peace of the 
Church : though, from the beginning, it was mur- 
mured againft by the non-conformable party of the 
kingdom. 

But of late, it cannot be denied, that, by the great 
power of fome Bilhops at Court, it had much over- 
flowed the banks which Ihould have contained it; 
not only in meddling with things that in truth were 
not properly within their connufance ; but extending 
their fentences and judgments, in matters tryable be- 
fore them, beyond that degree that was juftifiable ; 
and grew to have fo great a contempt of the common 
law, and the profeflbrs of it, (which was a fatal un- 
Ikilfulnefs in the Biihops, who could never have fuf- 
fered whilft the common law had been preferved), 
that prohibitions from the fupreme courts of law, 
which have, and mull have, the fuperintendency over 
all inferior courts, were not only negleAed, but the 
judges reprehended for granting them, (which with- 
out perjury they could not deny), and the lawyers 
dilcountenanced for moving for them, (which they 
were obliged in duty to do) ; fo that thereby the 
Clergy made almoft a whole profeffion, if not their 
enemies, yet very undevoted to them. 

Then, it was grown from an ecclefiaftical court, 
for the reformation of manners, to a court of reve- 
nue, and impofed great fines upon thofe who were 
culpable before them ; fometimes above the degree of 
the offence, had the jurifdiftion of fining been un- 
queftionable : which it was not. Which courfe of 
fining was much more frequent, and the fines heavier, 
after the King had granted all that revenue (what- 
foever it fhould prove to c) to be employed for the 
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reparation of St. Paul's Church; which, though it 
were a glorious work, and worthy the piety of thofe 
who advanced it, and the greatnefs of his mind who 
principally intended it, made the grievance the hea* 
vier. 

By thefe means (beiides the conflux and influence 
of that part of the Clergy then in town, which had 
formerly been obnoxious, and fupprefled by the Bi- 
ihops : which I do not mention as any piece of their 
exorbitancy ; for I do not know that ever any inno- 
cent Clergyman fufFered by any ecclefiailical cenfure ; 
though, it may be, the guilty were more feverely pro- 
ceeded againft, and with lefs politic circmnftances, 
than the natiure of that time required) that court had 
very few friends ; and having many enemies, the pro- 
portion for abolifhing it was eafily hearkened to ; of 
which the violent party readily taking notice, they 
who prepared the bill inferted claufes, that not only 
took away the High Commiffion Court, which was 
intended, but, upon the matter, the whole eccle- 
iiaftical jurifdidlion ; and, under pretence of reform- 
ing the great abufes by the oath ex officio^ and ex- 
communication, deftroyed and cancelled all coercive 
power whatfoever in thofe courts, which was never 
intended : yet, in tliat hurry, it made a progrefs 
through both Houfes, and attended the royal affent. 
But, when his Majefty underftood the extent thereof, 
and how far the body of the bill exceeded the title ; 
and that, inftead of reformation, it was opening a 
door to the moft fcandalous offences, and leaving 
adultery and inceft as unpunifliable, as any other adbs 
of good fcUowfhip ; he made a paufe in the confent- 
ing to it, till both Houfes might review whether the 
remedy were proportionable to the difeafe. 

Imme- 
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Immediately the £re was kindled againil the Bi- 
(hops, as the only obftacles to any reformation ; with 
fome paflionate infinuations, ^^ that, fince they op* 
*^ pofed a due regulation of their power, there would 
" be no way but to cut them off root and branch." 
And thereupon fome Bilhops themfelves were again 
made inftruments ; and others, who pretended to take 
care of the Church, perfuaded the King, '^ for the 
*^ Biihops* fake, to confirm that bill :" whilft the de- 
figners were much pleafed to find that logic prevail ; 
little doubting, but when they had taken away their 
jurifdidion in the Church, by that bill, and their 
dignity in the State, by removing them out of the 
Houfe of Peers, they ihould find it no hard matter to 
abolifh their names and titles out' of the kingdom ; and 
to enjoy the goodly land and revenues, which could 
only make the reformation perfedl and complete. And 
in this manner that law was ena<5led. 

•^ A bill for taking away the Star-Chamber Court." An aafor 
The progrefs of which bill was this. The exorbl- away^thc 
tances of this court had been fuch (as hath been^J^i,^ 
before touched) that there were very few perfons of^°*^'» 
quality who had not fuiFered, or been perplexed, by 
the weight or fear of thofe cenfures and judgments. 
For, having extended their jurifdidlion from riots, 
perjury, and the moft notorious mifdemeanors, to an 
aflerting all proclamations, and orders of State ; to the 
vindicating illegal commiffions, and grants of mono- 
polies, (all which were the chief ground-^works of their 
late proceedings), no man could hope to be longer 
free from the inquifition of that court, than he re- 
folved to fubmit to thofe, and the like extraordinary 
courfes. And therefore there was an entire incli- 
nation to limit and regulate the proceedings of that 

court ; 
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court : to which purpofe, a bill was brought in, and 
twice read, and, according to cuftom, committed. 
It being returned after by the committee, and the 
amendments read ; it was fuddenly fuggefted, (by a 
perfon not at all inclined to confufion, or to the vio- 
lent party that intended that confufion), *^ that the 
remedies provided by that bill were not proportion- 
able to the difeafes ; that the ufurpations of that 
court were not lefs in the forms of their proceed- 
ings, than in the matter upon which they proceed- 
ed ; infomuch that the courfe of the court (which 
" is the rule of their judging) was fo much corrupted, 
that the grievjance was as much thereby, in thofe 
cafes of which they had a proper connufance, as it 
was by their excefs in holding pleas of that, in 
which, in truth, they had no jurifdidlion : and 
therefore he conceived, the proper and moft natural 
cure for that mifchief would be, utterly to abolifh 
^^ that court, which it was very difficult, if not im- 
poffible, to regulate ; and, in place thereof, to creft 
and eftablifti fuch a jurifdiftion as might be thought 
" neceflary." Hereupon, the fame bill was re-com- 
mitted, with diredion, ^* fo far to alter the frame of 
^^ it,. as might ferve utterly to take away and aboHfli 
" that court :" which was accordingly done ; and 
again brought to the Houfe, and engrofled, and fent 
up to the Lords. So that important bill was never 
read but once in the Houfe of Commons, and was 
never committed ; which, I believe, was never before 
heard of in Parliament. 

It could not meet' with any oppofition in the Houfe 
of Peers : all who had been judges there having their 
feveral judgments hanging like meteors over their 
heads ; and the reft, being either grieved, or frighted 
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by it : and fo, being brought to his Majefty, received 
his royal aflent. 

Thus fell that, high court, a great branch of th*e 
prerogative ; having rather been extended and con* 
firmed, than founded, by the ftatute of the tenth year 
of King Henry the Seventh : for, no doubt, it had 
both a being and a jurifdicSlion before that time, 
though vulgarly it received date from thence ; and* 
whilft it was gravely and moderately governed, was 
an excellent expedient to preferve the dignity of the 
King, the honour of his council, and the peace and 
fecurity of the kingdom. But the taking it away 
was an aA very popular ; which, it may be, was not 
then more politic, than the reviving it may be thought 
hereafter, when the prefent diftempers Ihall be ex- 
pired. 

^* An aft for the certainty of the meets, bounds, An aft for 
** and limits of all the forefts in England :" which tyof meets* 
was a great benefit and eafe to the people ; who had and"imiu 
been fo immoderately vexed by the Juftice in Eyre's °^^^'^^* 
feat, (exercifed with great rigour by the Earl of Hol- 
land, and revived by Mr. Noy, when he was Attorney 
General), that few men could affure themfelves their 
eftates and houfes might not be brought within the 
jurifdiftion of fome foreft ; the which if they were, it 
cofl: them great fines : and therefore, to eafe them of 
their future fears, the King departed with his own 
unqueftionable right (which would, a year before, 
have been purchafed at the price of at leaft two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds) without any murmur. 

** An aft, that no Clerk of the Market of his Ma-^naaji- 
" jefty's Houfe (hould execute his office in any part office of 
'* of the kingdom, but only within the verge of theMarkc^tof* 
" Court : and the execution of that ofEce granted tof^^^l^^ 

*« Mayors "^*^*^i 
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^' Mayors and BailifFs. of towns corporate ; a^nd to 
*^ the Lords of libenies and franchifes, and to their 
^^ Deputies." By which, the people through England 
were freed from many petty vexations and extortions, 
which the deputies and agents for that office (who 
commonly farmed the perquilites of it, within feveral 
limits) exercifed over them. And let no man fay, 
that this was but an aA of juftice, for the redrefs of 
vifible mifdemeanors which his own officers were 
guilty of ; and that his Majefly parted with nothing 
of profit to himfelf, by that aA : for the mifdemean- 
ors of any office may be prevented, and punifhed, 
and redreffed, without the taking away, or fuppreiT- 
ing, the office itfelf ; which is an inftance of power, 
and prerogative. And the other was ufed as an aigu- 
ment heretofore (which few men have fince approved) 
for the paffing away moft of the old rents of the 
Crown, " that they yielded little profit to the Crown, 
" being always fwallowed by the many officers incum- 
" bent upon that fervice ;** without conlidering, that 
even thofe many officers are of the efiential honour 
and greatnefs of princes. But, as that computation 
was very erroneous in point of thrift, fo it is much 
more fcandalous in point of power; and he, that 
thinks the King gives away nothing that is worth the 
keeping, when he fufFers an office, which keeps and 
maintains many officers, to be abolifhed and taken 
away, does not confider, that fo much of his train is 
abated, and that he is lefs fpoken of, and confe- 
quently lefs efteemed, in thofe places where that power 
formerly extended ; nor obferves, how private men 
value themfelves upon thofe lefTer franchifes and roy- 
alties, which efpecially keep up the power, diftindlion, 
and degrees of men. 

"An 



OF THE REBELLION, &c. 445 

«* An aft for the prevention of vexatious proceed- An tft for 
*' ings touching the order of Knighthood ;" by J^^tUw"^ 
which, to expiate the trefpaffes which had been lately fiJI^^^'ch- 
committed by the rigorous circumftances of proceed- ^"^ ^*^ ^^ 
ing upon that claim, the King parted with, and ^^-^'JiJ*?*' 
leafed to his people, a right and duty, as unqueftion- 
ably due to him by the law, as any fervice he can lay 
claim to ; and fuch, as the fubjedl received the dif- 
charge of it, as a fingular benefit and advantage. 

^^ An aft for the free making falt-petre and gun- An aa for 
" powder within the kingdom :" which was a part of JJaif[^ 
the prerogative ; and not only confiderable, as it re- g^^Jj"^'^ 
ilrained that precious and dangerous commodity from powder 
vulgar hands ; but, as in truth it brought a con fider- kingdom; 
able revenue to the Crown ; and more to thofe, whom 
the Crown gratified and obliged by that licence. The 
pretence for this exemption was, " the unjuftifiable 
proceedings of thofe (or of inferior perfons quali- 
fied by them) who had been trufted in that em- 
ployment ;" by whom, it cannot be denied, many 
men fufFered : but the true reafon was, that thereby 
they might be fure to have in readinefs a good ftock 
in that commodity, againft the time their occafions 
ihould call upon them. 

** An aft againft divers encroachments and op- An aa 
*' preflions in the Stannery Courts :" the logic of vSI"cn- 
which aft extended itfelf to all inferior courts, and^g^J*;^^ 
manner of proceedings throughout the kingdom ; ^ppjj^^on* 
though the full meafure of that benefit feemed to be stanncry 
poured out upon the two counties of Cornwall and 
Devonihire ; the people whereof had been fo much 
opprefled by the jurifdiftion of that court, (fupport- 
ed and extended with great paflion and fury by the 
Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Warden of thofe Stan- 

neries). 
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neries), that both prohibitions, and Habeas Corpus's 
from the King's Bench, had been difobeyed and ncg* 
le6led ; not without fome perfonal affront, and re- 
proach to all the Judges of that court : and therefore, 
it could not but be great eafe of heart to thofe parts, 
to be freed from the exorbitancy of that oppreilion. 
An ift «^ An adl, whereby all the proceedings in the bu- 

Ship- " finefs of Ship-money were adjudged void, and dif- 
tooney. ^^ annulled ; and the judgments, enrollments, and 
^^ entries thereupon, vacated and cancelled :" which 
(how juft and neceffary foever) was a frank departure 
from a right, vindicated by a judgment in the Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, before all the Judges in England ; 
and therefore deferved a juft acknowledgment ; be- 
sides that, fome claufes in that ftatute afTert the fub- 
jedl's liberty and property, beyond what was done by 
the Petition of Right ; which needed an additional 
eftablifhment. 

Thefe a<Sls of Parliament, finifhed and enafked in 
the time we fpeak of j befides the quitting the long 
ufed right of laying impolitions upon foreign trade, 
in the preamble of the bill for tonnage and pound- 
age ; and befides that fatal bill for the continuance 
of this Parliament ; will be acknowledged, by an in- 
corrupted pofterity, to be everlafting monuments of 
the King's princely and fatherly afFecftion to his peo- 
ple ; and fuch an obligation of repofe and truft from 
his Majefty in the hearts of his fubjedts, that no ex- 
preflions of piety, duty, and confidence, from them, 
could have been more than a fuificient return on their 
parts : which, how they performed, is to follow in the 
next place. 

THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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